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Less Smoke, Better Councilmen

THE smokeless, nolseless, slumless,
sanitary and peaceful Charlotte of to-
morrow which 1s sure to come, a City Coun-
cilman probably will be remunerated hand-
somely and have nothing to do except to
draw his pay and receive the plaudits of his
admiring constituents. In the soot-stained,
clamorous, striving and contentious Char-
lotte of 1948, a Councilman has to put in &
full day earning his own living before at-
tending to the

this 14a very complicated matter and we
are just beginning one of the more difficult
tasks on the Charlotte agenda. Councilman
Albea and his co-committeemen are going
to be astonished at how much there is to
learn about the subject of smoke, and
where they will find the time and energy
for this study is their own problem. They
are embarking on a tedious, thankless work
from which the whole city will derive bene-
fits by many times the money

affalrs for the handsome stipend of 200
bucks a year, which hardly would have
been regarded as hay even In the deflation
of 1873.

We did not start out to write a treatise
on the Councilman's role in the American
scheme, however. All this is sald simply to
emphasize the fact that it is no small thing
that our Council has now decided to attack
the problem of smoke abatement, one of
the countless problems pressing for imme-
diate attention.

Councilman Claude L. Albea started the
ball rolling this week with a proposal that
the Mayor appoint a committee to work
with City Manager Yancey for enforcement
of our smoke abatement ordinance, which
been on the books since 1940. The Coun-
cil unanimously indorsed the idea, Mayor
Baxter appolnted a committee headed by
Councilman Albea and including also
Sandy R. Jordan and Nash D. McKee. It
‘was announced that immediate steps would

. be taken to find an expert to fill the job of
City Smoke Abatement Engineer, auth-
orized by the ordinance, and that studles
would be made to determine if the ordin-
ance needs revision.

In other words, it appeared that our
problem virtually was solved in a few min-
utes. It all looks quite stmple but actually

we have spent on Councilmen since 1873.

Before it has proceeded far in this study,
the Council Committee will be horrified at
the evidence it finds of the damage caused
by city smoke, its bad effect on the health
of the citizens, its contribution to the traf-
fic hazard, its heavy drain on our fuel
supplies through waste, its blighting effect
on bulldings, homes, furnishings, clothing
and good neighborly relations. The Com-
mittee will be startled at the proof it as-
sembles of the great savings that are made
for individual fuel users and the commun-
ity as a whole when efficlent heating prao-
tices are generally observed, which is pos-
sible only under a city-wide program di-
rected by an expert, backed by the law.

Being Councilmen, the Committee mem-
bers probably will not be surprised at the
amount of opposition they encounter from
citizens who see only a part of the problem
and who will not bother to study the sub-
fect. It is clear that strenuous efforts, in-
telligent direction and untiring devotion
will be required to make this program
success, but the spirit in which it 1s being
undertaken is a ise for a clean-
er, happler Charlotte which may some day
properly compensate and support its Coun-
cilmen.

A Warning In The Price Break

JRESIDENT TRUMAN rénewed his re-

quest for price control legislation yes-
terday while commodity prices declined for
the second successive day and it seemed
«that the free enterprise system was mak-
ing the best possible answer to the demand
for Government regulation. Reporters asked
Mr. Truman to account for this surprising
turn in the price spiral but the President
wasn't prepared to discuss It.

It may be doubted whether Mr. Truman
himself was surprised by this break in the
commodity market. Since he was fore-
warned by the decline of the previous day,
it 1s not unreasonable to assume that his
new call for price controls was timed de-
liberately with the manifestation of this
downward “trend” in prices. If such is the
case, it means the President was speaking
out to discount the

which this development may be seen as an-
other grave symptom of the devastating
effect which inflation is having, a warning
that time for action on price controls
running out swiftly.

The turn for the worse in Britain raises
the threat that the forelgn trade market
may be demoralized by a British collapse
before the European Recovery Program gets
under way. That would have a devastating
effect on our boom export trade. Consid-
ering that prospect, American traders and
speculators may be anticipating a sudden
slump in the foreign demand for our prod-
ucts and their fears are mirrored in the
commadity market price break. If the
specter of a British collapse materializes,
the break In American prices might well
turn into a rout that woulﬂ leave little of
our current

of the price decline and to remlnd the
country that the inflation still is with us
and will be for some time.

Mr. Truman's warning that the inflation
now has reached an alarming stage and
that a crash is inevitable unless something
1s done to halt it was underscored by sev-
eral things In the economic picture, and
one in particular. That one big thing
was the bad news from Britain, which is
being forced to undertake new austerity
measures in an effort to stave off disaster.

Some observers have been examining the
domestic picture for an of the

‘The hard point in all this for us is that
American inflation has had and still is hav-
ing much to do with the British crisis. The
spiraling prices which Britain must pay for
oods exported from this country have vast-
ly increased the drain on her limited re-
sources. Inflation s jeopardizing the suc-
cess of Britain's expon protrl.m wu.h
which she 1s

weeg ioen
40 s o

Peoele Platform

How To Make The Peace?,

Editors, Tix Nsws:
‘won the World War One on the battlefield and

tried to arrange for peace, thanks to the
clumsy in p-re-enuuvu handled
themselves ﬂ’en. whether in the State Department or

t

gue of Nations remained power-
Joss et before we we recovered from that war we were
in a second World War.

We also won the Second World War on the battle-
Is in the

fleld after o boys
millions in disabled and dead and after working for
the peace of ‘worl ‘We are no

business never permit any of

place with modern
mnda wnd better to transact their business
efficiently, but our t is (ferent.

he or my may be. We therefore cannot expect much
our efforts pertaining to peace.
w.m-umnnu ‘While we iried o meet at a
round table
Doctrine
came out wllh';‘ flash_shos

of restoring her war-: mcked economy nnd

recovering her positipn as a world power.
If Britain crashes, she will set In motion

a chain-reaction that will play havoc with

price break, and one of the possible factors
they find is the evidence that there has
been a general tightening of bank credit in
recent days. However, the timing of the
President’s statement with the alarming re-
,ports from Britain places our commodity
price downturn in a disturbing light. in

our markets. If she doesn't re-
cover her position as a world power, she will
leave a vacuum that only Communist Rus-
sla may fill. Despite the easing of Ameri-
can commodity prices. it would seem that
Mr. Truman is right when he asserts it is
time for drastic measures to control our in-
fiation. o

Hot-Heads Don’t Help The South

QUTHERN politicians who are assailing
President Truman for his Civil Rights
Message of Monday and calling for “seces-
slon” from the national Democratic Party
stand in danger of alienating themselves
from sincere Southerners by the intemper-
ance of thelr attack.

We agree mu the Pruldents demand
for anti-l; Yy
since the states hnve damonnnud in re-
cent years that they can effectively curb
this grotesque crime; we hold strong
doubts that Federal efforts to provide
equality of employment through FEPC, or
to destroy poll-tax requirements in the sep-
arate states, would be constitutionally valid.
History has repeatedly proved that the
state cannot legislate out of existence the
mores and customs of its citizens.

However, it should be apparent to hot-
heads who claim that the President has
“stabbed the South in the back”, and who
throw the word “revolt” around with con-
sumate abandon, that Mr. Truman
been driven to advocaey of such measures
by the pressures of election year. The na-
tional Democratic administration has asked
for this legislation before, but the Southern
representatives in Congress have always
battled it stubbornly and successfully. Why,
then, must Southerners yelp so loudly on
this occasion?

By the protests of vociferous legislators,
public attention is obscured from those
portions of the President’s message which
were merely re-statements of the dems
cratic philosophy as we know it in America,
and which all good Americans will endorse.
President Truman pointed to various im-
perfections In our practice of democracy,
to the discrepancy between democracy as
we idealize It and democracy as we live it.
In condbmning his message in toto, these
so-called “Southern spokesmen” leave the
inevitable impression that we in the South
do not know what democracy is all about.

We cannot believe that the great masses

of Southern people take such an hysterical
attitude as some of their Congressional rep-*
resentatives would lead the remainder of
the nation to believe. The South needs
leaders who will intelligently advance its
cause in Congress and in the Democratic
Party. not representatives who hold this re-
glon up to the contempt and ridicule of the
nation by their demagogic utterances.

Tar Heel Justice

The Atlanta Journal, in a special dis-
patch from a staff correspondent, tells how
North Carolina, armed with new laws and
an aroused public sentiment, s cracking
down on traffic law violators. Drivers' I~
censes are being suspended, and flagrant
law violators tossed n jail right and left,
we are told. Even the “big shot, the man of
affairs” is being sternly dealt with if he
transgresses. The Tar Heels must indeed be
aroused If they are walving the traditional
immunities provided by unwritten law for
persons of rank and prestige, in the matter
of minor infractions and some not so min-
or. Lack of uniformity, not in the letter but
in the application of the law. is a weakness
of democracy which can be discovered
without going abroad In search of it. —
Montgomery Advertiser.

Thought on a cold day: We wonder if
shivering New England Republicans, with
no oil in their furnaces, are still glad they
prevented President Roosevelt from har-
nessing the tides of Passamaquoddy Bay to
generate electricity which might now be
heating their homes cheaply and cleanly?
—Nashville Tennessean.

The Anti-Saloon League is figuring on
changing its name to the National Temper-
anle Federation. That way they'll get a lot
of saloon keepers to join. — Fort Myers
News-Press.

also know that England did
Didnt Chamberian g0 to Germany mlhborlunl
with Hitler and yet nobody finds it necessary to bring
that out. While T have no sympathy for Russia and
definitely disagree with her methods. I also disapprove
r the mrmu up our people against the Russians,
lucing a bogey man, putting us in constant fear
nunu the mighty communists, which is definitely
more than & joke. Our Congress, State Department,
publishers as well as the columnists who participate
in the scare propaganda know full well that the
number of Communists in this country is insignificant
in comparison to the -number of Nazis we had here
during the war penod and they were scattered all
over the country; In every Industry, business and
finance they had lnnuentlnl representation. Besides
il had top r-nxm. icials in many departments of
ur Government, an ustry and finance
wm sympatized it me Nazis and yet we licked them
. and almost entirely destroyed them. So
Communists, who are even

erefore 1 am

Let s oaw analyze. By stirring up a war fever, we
paring our boys and girls for another slaughter
And thls time It would be

least twice as many billions of dollars,

mean about dollars in Is it not
worth the effort to put twice as much effort in talk
for in our power to get

along with the Russi
If we put in the same efforf and tolerance to-

Drew Pearson’s

make the same errors twice, ,
ir

wards Russia as we did with Peron and other dicta~

tors, although they are in South America and there

is very little difference between any of them as they

all totalitarian, we surely could get along with

R s and do buginess with her, The effort will be
ell worth our time as it would mean the saving of

the lives of our children.

—HENRY KALKSTEIN.

What To Do On Smoke

Fditors, Tx News:

JFROM the looks of today's paper another smoke
engineer would like (o take a vacation.in this

city. *

The smoke situation can be helped here but not
by & smoke engineer. It takes the proper equipment,
experience nnu fuel which the smoke engineer cant
turnish

The mno'. or our smoke comes xrom our residential
sections, projects and apartments.
when the day worker is

golng
day or morning. humidity is low or heavy, so what are
you going to do about it?
guess you know'there s an ofl shortage and of
Course ou Bave to buy any kind of coal you can get
and Lo/ two unm for 1
1940 wha our smoke engineer do? In
d.uhmug what dm, s Pittsburgh what did he

I guess by now you are wonderfng what the
solution is? A smoke engineer can't do it. Get with the
master mechanic or the englnaer he will work with
you if you don't pull his steam

. G, KANIPE,
Maintenance Engineer,

A Burkholder Classic

MOUNT HOLLY

I“R Burkhnld!rs latest classic contains this gem:

ou rest assured if the people and the Re-
publicans let them (the ‘New Deal Gang') hatch out
the eggs they are laying now ;;»y will be wild Com-~
munists” etc.

Lo. these many years I've been thinking Republi~
cans were people 00; Indeed of them very nice
ones. However, there are those who do act more like
a certain well known four legged animal, distinguished
by its long ears! Mr. Burkholder's braying places him
in that category! Still he deludes himself think-
ing he will land a sedt in Congress. How sadly he
misjudges the people of his district!

Without further comment I refer him to the two
letters which appeared in The News along with his
lut oue. placing uptchl phasis on the last para-

o letter, which was as
lonm “P.C. Burlhnld!r should beg forgiveness and
fall down upon his knees and thank God that he was
privileged to live in the same generation with Roose-
velt md uu New Deal."

who constantly criticize the New Deal
nvl.thouz amn.u anything constructive should do
ewise.

—MRS. D. 8. BEATTY

Morquis Childs

Political Tax Bill

WASHINGTON
OW THAT the Republicans in

drafting a measure that can be
passed over the President’s veto.
e cut finally spproved i3 likely to
0 half of the $6500000.-
000 whieh Rep. Harola Enatson
e ole"of Becdien Santa.Clbues
dangled before the voters.
In the Senate more uullum Re-
puhllﬂm are discussing cut of
or'3 bilions. This 18 a frank
mum that most of the big
falk wbout siashing the Truman
budget is fust political talk in &
political year.
ere seems little doubt but that
a measure will be framed which can
be over the President’s veto.
One thing it will contain for certain
is the community-property provi-
sion enabling husbands and wives

twelve states now have laws permit-
ting such a division of income, it is
only fair that the same provision
-hould apply to all married tax-
pay
Amm AT THE VOTER
inal bill will also contatn
shreni exemptions for Individual
taxpayers and some relet for corp-
orations. In short, it will be a po-
litical compromise aimed at ap-
peasing the largest number of vot-
ers while doing the minimum of
mabe {nsofar as national and in-
ternational responsibilities are con-

cerned.
This s the intention, at any rate,
ur those Republicans who are
aware of the qzea.ul: m

the House. Such blithe
Knnuon may leel that 6 1/3 h.llllom
. But even

undermine the faith of the people
in Tepresentative govemment.
fatled
to peatiz how sises vo.home e wa
mmn. The real ssboteurs are
irrespor Faith 15
destioyed & those who indulge in_

Knutson s an interesting ex-

Samuel Grafton

unplt Giving his home as & Sume

resort in Minnesota and vaca~
nmsu eu:h year he
may just possibly be a [ittle out of

ONE TAXPAYER'S VIEW

From a resder cootes & comment
on President Truman's proposal
Thcrease the, personal eemption of
gach indivktual by 40, Tnis has
been laughed at as cheap bait
the Knutson variety. Bu the ¢ m.

roots point of

different:

“T would like to take exception to

tax

least fn my own case I do not see
how it could contribute to infla-
ton. D

“If the tax cut were confined to
those suffering from malnutrition
because they can® buy enough
foodstutts to allow Lnem o Droper
diet. in a case of this n:
could 1t contribute to inflation? 1n

" made 80 cents s per h.mrdm-mr
part of the war and 94' cents per
hour the latter p-n of the war. I
get $112 now which, for 45 hours
week, gives me

quite ‘another matter. It n-
another six and & half
into the ‘money

Dissatisfied Voters

. NEW YORK
SEEMS to me the voters are

plain
the enormous popularity of Gen.
Eisenhower, and the fact that every
straw vote indicates and every com-
mentator concedes th: he ~ could
have won the elec had _he
wahted to? Now whatever else Gen.
popularity may have
meant, it also meant this: It was a
popular veto of all the other Re-
publican-candidates. It was a group
Jjudgment on the lot of them.

The public looked them all over
and said call “We'll take Eisen-
hower.” The old gag about & race
being won by somebody who Wasn'‘t
even in it almost cam

That is the basic meaning of
Yalalre Euennower. The. Geheral
is an extremely likeable man, to
whose charm I find myself as
ceptible as anybody else. He is the
umverul daddy type. into whose

hand one wants to put one’s
dlmp little paw in n e of
But the secret of
to be_found only un-ly in himself
partly it must be sought outside, in
the objective facts of the political
situation.

The public has been asked to
chocse among professional politi-
cians who have proved themselves
totally unable, in four

to & man who is Dot in politics at
all. It was willing to make & kind
of sikepwalker's choice, pinning its
faith in one man's goodness, re-
gardless of economic ideas, of
which it knew nothing.

1 would not be if the
public tried to invent another Eis-
enhower for itself before this is
over.

There are other indications, t00,

tassen,
Arthur, Dewey and Eisenhower.
15 Ve

beink s vola seathet Nemtneen

lost a shadow-election in his name,
The !&nnow!r story and

Taft story, taken together, Anmc':g
that there is a deep polmcul dis~
turbance down below,

Republican leadership seems Slithe
1y unaware.

As to whether this is a leftward
movement, or whether it might be=
come one, one cannot yet say. So
far it looks mofe like a

sort of

kind of

above party. Such a mood can be
dangerous, and can lead to bizarre

is
course an acceptable figure, but
discouraged d formless publie
opinion may next focus on some=
one far less acceptable, making libe
erals and independents

Lnﬂr«l for recent r.lel'lm in their

Merry-Go-Round «

WASHIN(

E nysury of who killed “Cock Robin® Marriner Eccles
Iy begins to unravel. It now looks as if big, bluff,
A P Ohnnlnl the West Coast banking tycoon, fired the
fatal shot. In fact, friends of “A. P." say that when he
&0t word Marriner Eccles was out as chairman of the Ped-
Reserve Board, evuzhhhn:emumb-mmlun

armholes of bis large vest and boasted, “Well, T did 1t
The reason for Giannini's hostility to me ‘man who kept
the American banking system on an even keel all during the
war is well known in circles. Eccles, who comes
xmvmm-hml-mermmn ral banks of his own,

iong has opposed what he describes as the *
ol the West cm Giannini cmm Tc eumh-c this
“octopus,” year helped draft

Eccles olding
u:mn-nv bill wm:n Bemw ‘Tobey of N" Hwnhlu intro-
which was approved by the Senate Banking &
ommnm

brought storms of nmuu from the Gianninis.’
Giannini

Eccles claimed. He argued that this is too much power to
put in the hands of only two & .
on the approval of Giannini ap-

cially that the Federal Reserve Board feels that funher
Giannini expansion would be unfair to

Marriner Eecles Mystery Begins To Unfold

mu naval attaches of all muom behtad the Imn mumn

competitors.
Also, Eccles mu that the Reserve Burd a stake in
this latest Glannini move, sinc 'w banks would be

e
Rational bank branches. and  thus sutomatically become pare
of the Federal Reserve System, if approved.

Bankers Don’t Forget

INATURALLY, this was not forgotten by the two bankers.
It also happens that these two financiers have been

potent backers of the Democratic Party on the West Coust,

Thelr finacclal influence in party circles is pot to be snee

At And It was the question of campalgn contributions to the

Democratic Party which finally  tited the scal against

Marriner Eccles

Sam Husbands

Corporation, i credied with doing past of the Bovies et *

axing. Husbands, a former member of the RPC is & close
the Tremsury John Snyder.

had to do with it isnt

1]
s
I
g
H
H

v
- Capital police are looking for a posible mm.'u
Caplital police nre lwnnx for l possible manias
tary Marjorie Shaddock whet to let him see the
Senator. ~ Police haven been ]umpy ever lm« & di tled
former employee took two shots at Ohio's Junior Senator,
John Bricker, in the Capitol subway,

United Nations Back To Geneva?

TTHERE is a big hole on the east side of New York City
where l:: l;?\kd Nations headquarters some day are
supposed to be. eanwhile. & mesterious dela devel
and some say it leads direct to the White House P
Orne White House mler even came away re
the Presidient favors moving the United Natlons over to
Qeneva—despite t fous efforts of Americans to
:nm;h the United Nations to the U S, A The Presders
omy that too many U. N.
{ompiained th y pressure groups have been
Meanwhile, & hush-hush meeting took place on Lon
Tsland the other day at the home of Thomas J. Watsor:
International Business Machines' tycoon, to thresh out
building plans for the United Nations Present at the meet-
ing were Magor joDwyer; New York Commissloner Bob
Moses; Bernard lson Rockefeller, whose family
donated the land for the’ Onited Nagons headquarters; Her-
bert Bayard Swope: .vun Farley, Byron Price, and Fred
Ecker of Metropolitan
Drosent were Sepators Ives of New York, Hicken-
loover of Imnﬂ of Maryland, the Senate sub-
in,charge of a United Nations ppropriation.
et restlt

the meet was hat each mem-
ber of the umw Nations, would pay u

Dl\iﬂ“ﬂn of the

for the new bulldings, Meanwhile. since the United Na-

tions has oo immediate cash an hand. u loan of sixty-eight

millions will be necessary from Ui be liquidated
out of annual U. N, tnome. 1t

plan

ncle
is now up mnnlomz‘l‘mo
‘man to okay this financial lndl‘ld o Congress,



