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Inflation With Tax ‘Relief’

big Republican tax-cut speclal roars
down the final stretch to the accom-
paniment of something less than the na-
tional rejolcing that might be expected
from a people who have walted all these
years, through depression and war times,
for a reduction In Uncle Sam’s bill. Their
wan response to thls great event may be
explained in part by the fear that this spe-
cial may wreck Itself on a Presidential veto,
as happened with last year's tax-cut ex-
press, but that isn't the story we get.

Chief reason for public’s restrained atti-
tude toward the glant-size economy num-
ber offered by the GOP may be found in
the fact that this measure is called “infla-
tion rellef,” and that doesn't make sense to
anyone except Taft, Taber, Knutson and
the NAM school of economic thought.

It is clear now that the tax cut Is all that
the GOP masterminds Intend to offer this
year as a solution to the Inflation riddle.
With the price spiral rising each month,
and the world emergency shgwing no sign
of a let-up anywhere, the man on a mod-
erate or low fixed income knows that his
saving on the tax bill will be gone down the
iInflation draln before the year Is out. He
also kn« that the proposed $6.3 million
tax reductipn will bring a spending splurge
that will accelerate the price rise. He can
be certain that, after a very brief sensation
of “relief,” he will be economically worse
off than before.

He knows that all the Federal surplus
should be used at this time to reduce our
immense Federal debt, thereby lowering in-
terest charges that represent a large item
in the annual budget. He knows that the
growing threat of another war makes It

doubly Imperative that we concentrate now
on paying for the last war. He knows that
military expenditures take $11 billion in
the new budget and that the Army, Navy
and Alr Force may seek another $5 billion
before the year is out for military prep-
arations which are being justified by the
mounting tension between Russla and the
United States.

He knows that the war threat and the
military budget will grow if Europe is not
stabilized under the Recovery Program
that now is before Congress. He can see
that the big tax cut operation is forcing the
Republicans to curtall the Marshall Plan
commitments to the point where the suc-
cess of the Recovery Program is jeopard-
ized.

Above all, he knows that it Is folly to of-
fer this form of temporary relief to the
taxpayer before making any provision to
hold the price-and-wage line during the
emergency, or before undertaking a broad-
scale program like the one suggested by
Bernard Baruch to increase American pro-
duction and revive the European economy.

That is, the American citizen knows all
this unless he has been obsessed so long
with his private tax problem that he no
longer Is able to see anything clearly be-
yond his own immediate Interests. The
GOP tax-cutters obviously are preceding
on the assumption that the American is in
this sort of a trance. and that the 1948 tax
relief sop will move him to vote for the
Republican Party and continued inflation
in November. They may be right but we
have a notion that the Republisan stra-
tegists are making their bigzest political
miscalculation, as well as their greatest
economic error. in this operation

It's Not Too Smoky To See The Law

ET'S not go into the matter

of who and what are to blame for the
non-enforcement of Charlotte's Smoke
Abatement Ordinance. It has deen lying
there on the books, chapter 7, article 32 of
the new City Code, ignored and violated
every day since the Fall of 1942 when the
City let its second and last smoke abate-
ment engineer go. There was war on then,
you remember. Manpower was short and
priorities for civilian heating equipment or
smokestacks were not to be had. Since
then, everyone has been pretty busy. mem-
ories are short and City officlals and
Councilmen apparently don't have time to
read the Code thoroughly.

The point is that the ordinance must be
enforced or repealed and there is only one
answer to that. It Is ridiculous even to
suggest that a city the size of Charlotte,
growing steadily in industrial importance,
can get along without a continuous smoke
abatement program. The blinding. chok-
Ing pall of smoke that hung over the down-
town section yesterday morning is only a
sample of the griming up we are going to
get until the ordinance Is enforced.

We have a good law, the City has ample
funds for this work, engineers are avail-
able again and the war is two years be-
hind us. Now that the ordinance has been

what possible is
there for further delay? =t

It s true that there still are scarcities
which in many cases may prohibit major

India’s Example For

MERICANS are Inclined to regard the

people of India as strange and out-
landish folk. and to look on their present
fratricidal conflict as evidence of their
primitive or uncivilized nature. That im-
pression has been heightened by the assas-
sination of Gandhi, ido! of the Hindu mass-
es, who was killed by one of his own
people

However, the more we read about the
Indian crisis, the less remote and strange
it seems. The difference between the
Hindus and Moslems, which is convulsing
the Indian sub-continent, is not unlike our
own difference with the Communists. In
each case, the difference is both religious
and political. Gandhi whs slain because he
believed that the Moslems and Hindus
could live at peace In the same world and
it is easier to understand the tragedy in
his case If we imagine that an American
champion of appeasement exerted influ-
ence that corresponded to Gandhi's author-
ity and used it In an effort to stop the
fighting after warfare between Amerlcans
and the Communists had broken out.

The Mahatma's assassin has been iden-
tified by authorities as a member of the
Mahasabha, a politico-religious Hindu or-
ganization. which would change all Indla
into a religious state and revive the an-
cient Hindu laws and practices. Tt advo-
cates the use of force and it has been
building the groundwork for that crusade
by inflaming communal hatreds through
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In  heating
equipment (hn doesn’t meet the stand-
ards set by the ordinance. for some time
at least. It is also true that we have a
fuel shortage and a transoortation bottle-
neck. forcine consumers to burn whtever
fuel is available. However, this is no ex-
cuse for inaction on smoke control.

Dense smoke means that there is care-
lessness and ignorance in firing furnaces.
It means that we are not making the best
possible use of our present eauipment.
wasting our limited fuel stocks. It means
there are conditions which could be cor-
rected by minor repalrs, or simoly bv more
attention to efficient heatine oractices.

Tt Is easy to belleve that there is room
for vast imorovement. How much, we can-
not tell until the city gets a competent en-
gineer on the job. A survey made in Char-
lotte In 1940, when the ordinance was
adopted. indicated that 90 per cent of the
smoke came from railroads. other indus-
tries. hotels and apartments. All experi-
ence has shown that these fuel users will
not change their ways until the city sets
up a system for supervision, backed
penaltles for violatérs.

Too long we have called the city's smoke
& nuisance. It's a large menace to our
health and a dark blight on our property.
Every city that has neglected this source
of pollution has done so at a heavy eco-
nomie, soclal and civic cost to itself What
are we walting for?

The West

he of anti-Moslem

When India finally won its independence
last year, Gandhi wanted it to remain one
state for both Hindu and Moslem. How-
ever, he lost out to the uncompromising
elements on both sides and the country
was divided into two parts. Pakistan for
the Moslems and truncated India for the
Hindus. That set the stage for the rivalry
which has produced the present crisis,

In the West. much the same thing has
happened in the effort to create “two
worlds.¥ dividing the natlons Into the Com-
munist orbit and the democratic or cap-
italistic sphere. There are Communists
who beljeve that all capitalists must be
louidated and cavitalists who believe that
all Communists must be exterminated. The
West apparently isn't as far advanced as
India toward a final explosion because the
Communists and the capitalists have much
more oreanizing work to do befors they
face each other as squarely as the Hindus
and the Moslems

Indian leaders now are endeavoring to
Invoke the dead Gandhi's influence to
carry out his peace program. If it suc-
ceeds. the people of the West will have
to admit that the Hindus and the Moslems
are more clvilized than the proud West-
erners. If It fails. we will be treated™to a
horrifying spectacle of what comes from
preaching hatred and believing that we can
settle our differences with force

Boys In Trouble

HEY'RE NOT ALL Dead End Kids. Not

by a long shot. According to a survey

of more than 2,000 juvenile delinquents

made in Detroit—boys between the ages of

10 and 17—80 per cent of them come from

“good” families In comfortable eircum-
stances.

The most common denominator in their
background was found to be parental neg-
lect. Broken homes, alcoholism, other fac-
tors entered Into many of the cases, but the
chief fault appeared to lle with parents
who were willing to give thelr children
money when they asked for it but not to
devote time to their interests.

The assault on family life from every

side today is prodigious. The movies, the
radio, the comies hold flagrantly false
ideals before a restless, disoriented genera~
tion. The answer is not the censorship
called for by the Soviet delegate to the
United Nations Subcommission on the
Freedom of the Press, as he denounces the
American press for its sensational treat-
ment of sex crimes and scandal.

The answer lies in educating parents to
the need for providing their children with
interests and ideals more real, more satis-
fying, and more companionable than those
hawked by the unscrupulous vendors of
sensation.

Good Trick If He Can Do It

Peoele s Plalform

Sweep Our Own Doorsteps

NAZARETH, N. C.
Editors, THE NEws
T WOULD seem from your publication of my letter
with an accompanying comment that we are in-
compatible, Yet. I doubt it While the hornet's nest
1 have unwittingly stirred up may be good for
. 1t is hardly beneticial to that unity of
purpose e attatnment of real Christian democ:
racy that it seems both of us desire
My letter was intended to call your attention to
dangers of interpretation which 1 really thought
were present in vour editorial. “A League of Honest
Men" commenting on the Christmas message
Pope Pius XII That my efforts to make it good-
natured were a dismal failure is evident, particularly
In print. SUIL T do not feel that we are very far
apar
Allhnugh I think it wise to keep a wary
turned toward Russia at all times, we are certainly
In agreement regarding the immediate need of sweep-
ing before our own doorsteps. Of course. I find It
concetvable that keeping an eye on Russia will make
us more cognizant of the terrible things that can
happen here if we do not strive with renewed vigor
for the full realization of Christlan democracy Dis-
srimination. intolerance and injustices in our midst
are fertile ground for the seeds of Communism
regards putting more emphasis on one than
on the other. I fall to see vour point completely. As
T understand it. it is the duty of & Christian people
to go all out against every form of evil Russian
Communism will be no less an evil while we sweep
our doorsteps with more vicor Perhaps you mean
that the average Individual should apply more of
the energy used in useless chatter about the Soviet
to the oroblems of which he is a part and which he
Is knowingly or unknowingly perpetuating. If that
what you mean. I am in agreement Certainly
1t would be a practical action in which all could
particioate, and incidentally. it would have the effect
of strmming the tide of Communism in this country.
And now thanke acain for your time
—PHILIP 8. OGIIVIE, Fxecutive Secretary
North Carolina Catholic Layman's Asso
(NOTE We are in agreement Eds. Tre News)

For Moratorium On Profits
CHAR

Editors, Twe Nrws:

ERE has been much talk about what should

be done or could be done abour eliminating hign
cost of materials for housing, food, utomobiles
clothing, shoes. etc. etc. and although many plans
were presented to Congress by the President and
many distinguished citizens of the United States m
till now nothing happened to reduce that cost N
plan &0 far appears workable and therefore 1o results
have been accomplish

T brlieve that T have s practical and workable
lan

World War Two has caused casualties and death
in the many billions The sacrifice of our bovs und
Rirls was terrific. All thelr sacrifices were for the
benefit of their country and nothing else mattered
at that time. On the other hand. our industrialists
and financiers made tremendous profits during the
war years and accumulated an enormous surplus dur-
ing and after the war.

now requires some sacrifice to bring our

country back to normal. If our high executives in
industrv and finance would have a Change of Heart,
which it really requires in order to do something
practical for our country. it could be accomplished

LOTTE

Drew Pearson’s o

Merry-Go-Round

within a short period of time.

Now for the proposition: Let the industrialists
and financiers declare a moratorium on profit for
one year. By doing 5o prices will automatically be
reduced. People will tuy much more than they
are able to at the present high costs, thereby caus-
ing more production. The reduced cost for all sorts
of materials will automatically enable us to increase
the building of homes, automobiles. all sorts of house-

tools' and implements of all descrip-

The working people will be able to get along
with the present wages. That will eliminate dis-
crepancies and strikes and will also establish better
feelings among all the people, which will quite na-
turally cause them to be happier. The dollar will
return to its original value The fact that the top
executives of industry and finance have made a sa-
crifice to bring our country back to its normal con-
dition will cauge the working people to do a better

b in the factorles. Business in general will re-
establish ftself in the whole country and bring back
the confidence of the people to our Government and
also re-establish the confidence of other countries
in our Government

Gentlemen of the highest bracket. don't vou
think that it would be well worth the effort on your
part so that we can bring our country back to
normal in  short period of time. rather than let

plas
we are only encouraging Hoovertsm. whih means to
let things drag along as long as possible untfl per-

haps we will start another war
talk going on about another war

T hope that the gentlemen who represent finance
and industry will receive my suggestion favorably and
return the happiness to the people of our country
which they deserve

There i« enough

—HENRY KALKSTEIN,

Working For Christmas

Editors, Trr News
"THE Board of Directors of the Pamily & Children's
Service wants to express to vou and your staff

Its aopreciation for the help which you gave to our
families at Christmas time Our Board Is solidly
behind TWe News Empty Stocking Fund and the
plan for its administration by the Christmas Bureau.
We are convinced that this plan enables social agen-
cles in the city to meet the greatest number of needs.
It insures that each family will recelve the amount
necessary to have a good Christmas

r Board of Directors and staff want to co-
Operate with vou in any way possible to strengthen
and further uniform the plan to the end that all
groups co-operate and. thus avold duplication tn
Christmas giving

enk you again for your help to all under-
privileged families in Charlotte.

—MILLICENT B. THOMPSON,

CHARLOTTE

The People’s Platform 1( nr‘uﬂablc to any
reader who cares to mount i

Joseph & Stewart Alsop

5,000 Have Fled

WASHINGTON
N THESE dark times, it is heart-
ening that the of freedom

should always survive, even in the

inds of men and women formed

and conditioned to servitude. This

truth has been nmmy oy n
disclose ighest

can now be hif

suthortty, by mmev.hhu very liks
from the Soviet

Tone ot Germany, " Secrety, by

crossing the border into the west-
ern rones, ever since .the end of
the war
This 1s no matter of a Kravchenko
or two, who finds himself beyond
the dread reach of the secret police
=

fairly easy to do so The total of
those who have fled. according to

an estimate from an undoubted
source, is 5000 men and
women

Nor are these Prench emigrees.
scuttling from the guillotine, or

have nothing to fear which is not
feared by every other citizen of
the Soviet state They have no
reason for discontent which is not
shared by 180 million others. They

the land that gave them birth. in

order 1o escape the iron grip of
the Soviet system. History affords
no parallel for such mass disloy-
alty And what makes the phe-
nomenon all the more incredible.
all the more meaningtul,

percentage of those whom the
Boviet system has most generously
favored and U
vmnnw PEOPLE
40 per cent of the total are

simple Rusaian soldlers. A full 60
per cent are officers or officials,
and of these officers and officials,
nearly half occupled posts above
the middle rank of importance
One is a colonel general, from
Marshal Sokolovsky's staff. Several
others aio came frém high in the

tlitary hierarchy. And still others
Tert behind key Jobs at the topmost
level of the civilian administration
of the

Counter-measures to alt )

exodus were taken by the Soviets
some time ago. In order to have
hostages from their personnel in
Germany. they ordered home all
dependents of the Soviet military
Government staff and occupation

Samuel Grafton

forces They also required almost
all Russian soldiers and civilians
remaining in Germany to move
into centralized, barrack
areas. Yet these “counter
measures have not been successful.
The exodus still continues.

In the American zone of Ger-
many thoss who have fled must

ward, "out of Germany, 1o outn
America and elsewhere.
DENIALS MEANINGLESS

constantly pressed for power to
bring back those who have fled, to
judgment and to death; yet even
while insisting that he must have
r, he has never admitted

s to
moral,
care. 1t is too easy to forget what

end. to the Soviet
On the other hand. this phe-
nomenon of the exodus from the
Soviet zone, like the reer\xlu'n‘ent
im=
be

ope. va
umph ore eakness, disun
disorder. But they must evem.mlly

terms if they are cone
fronted with firmness, unity and
strength. Thersin lies the
American task.

Postwar Fiction

NEW YORK

TTHE eishieenth century hero (of
fiction 1 mean) was & man en-
raged in either & vigorous moral
discussion. or i
physical adventire, involving much
climbing in and out of windows and
frequent trips by sea. The nine-
«rtnth century hero was
in the world. or a lad
mn'}nlmz over a girl. The twentleth
century hero is a man sitting in
var and drinking. alone

Occasionally he has an absent-
minded love afair. but it is not al-
lowed to interfere too much with
his_contgmplation of whatever he
sees at the bottom of his glass.

I come to this grim conclusion
e rencing two very good fictions

t the war and the postwar.
John Horme “The
and Merle Millers “That Winter"

h books regardless of what their
authors intended, are rather sad,
disheveled poems about individusl

h character in them Is sep-
nnz:l_\ packaged. wrapped in cello-
phane. and guaranteed to make al-
mast 1o contact with any other.

Each sits alone. whether over
strong white wine in Alglers or ver-
mouth in the Gallerla Umberto of
Naples. as in Burns' book. or over
the old rye of Third Avenue. as in
Miller's.

Chaplains. corporals. sergeants,
petroleum engineers. Red Cross
girls. fresh V. D. cases. writers (oh.
those unhappy writers!) and recent
divorcees all sit alone. usually
d king. The t k:

titute a kind of\
L.unm Guide from Italy to Towa.

“No man is an island.” sald John
Donne “Every man is an istand.”
say Burns and Miller: theirs is a
world in which there is very little
Jarm meeting. heart to heart, even
betwer

should be less than 300 palirsl fypeuriiten i
possidle. and on only one side of aper
Livel and obscerity 1cfll be delered —otherise
anything goes Ecch letter must be signed al-
though. 'in excentional cases and upon request,
we vill withhold the uriter's name —Editors,

lovers and
Togal mates: i i3 ‘& world of the
tangentia) union. the pick-up and
the unwritten letter.

In the Burns-Miller world one sits
alone. listening for an inner voice,
but hears only the murmur from
the next bar stool, while the lost

reckend becomes the st yea. i

lost dec:
And hm are the lost people,

the edges of an individualistic s
ciety, snatching angrily for love, ag
one imatches for canes at & casnie
val. They remain alone, always
alone: no matter what they reach
for. In the end their fingers clase
over a glass. In both books the bar-
tender is almost the only symbol of
constancy, fidelity, and ministering
aid: and he works for pay. natch.

The questions are implied, or
half-uttered, asking whether, just
as a society can be too collectivist,
perhaps also it can be too individ-
ualistic. tossing too many defeated
and battered people upon too many

books

murmur, espectally Miller's. in toss-
ing_liberalism aside so gleefully
these last few years. we may hav
broken up something bigger than
we know. atomized

non-touching particles, set ourgelves
upon too-private tracks, radiating
outward. away from each other, liks

kes.
As 1o how these lonesome people
got that way. some did so under
the pressure of race bias. some be-
cause they slipped too early in the
economic competition. some for very
private reasons. best known to
pevchiatrists. and some got lost be~
cause they never knew where it was
i supnosed to go. Call them
symptoms of disturbance, in a dec-
e o 1 1s tos muich aguinst
the fashion to have a soclal pure
pose. to be uwmmg but alone,
Kovelists, ke iremmen ‘and cats,
e n way of being among the
tirst to notice smoke.

2

Bernard Shaw Calls Himself A Communist

WASHINGTON

BERNARD SHAW. famed 91-year-old Irish wit and play-
wright, has written an interesting letter endorsing Henry
Wallace.

However. If Wallace is not elected, Shaw sass. ould
prefer & Republican “because a Republican may steal a horse.
where a Democrat dare not look over the hed;

describes himsell as “a Communist though not &
member of the so-called Communist Party.~ which according
to friends means that Shaw believes in theories of Com-
munity property, etc. but not the terroristic methods used by
the cemmuan to put these principles into force.

s letter. written to Miss Fanny Holtzmann. New
York attommey follows

“14th January 1048
“My dear Fanny:

am not a Cobdenist liberal,
. though

but the very oppmlu 0

Nave done so muumhn
that he is gathering v and
care a snap of his fi ‘which

158!
“You write (31st December)
belleve that Cobdenists are more

tndn
cigm (capture a( the Soctalist
o hn unp.huly
working its own way and driving all capital-
Istnuu-lnlmkoflhﬁrmznh.
“Ponder this well, Fanny, before you meddle in politics,
my politics. I know what I am writing about.
“G, Bernard Sha

“Cobdenist liberal” refers to followers of Rich-

ard mbﬂtn. mn century British liberal who distrusted gov.

e

ernment intervention in trade and Industry but belleved in
A peoples’ movement for peace.

CIO Fight Over Marshall
§ CIO Chief Phil Murray goes on the witness stand re-
garding the Marshall Plan, he faces hot rebellion in his
ranks from the National Mnrmmr Union which demands that
ped abroad under the Marshall Plan be carried in
American shlo\

mber two-fisted Joe Curran, head of the un-
ruly Maritime Union together with John Green. head of the
CIO's shipyard workers, told Murray he should qualify his
support for the Marshall Plan by stipulating that American
seamen should carry Marshall Plan goods in American ships
at American pay scales. Thry Pointed out that a large par
of the steel we are sending to Europe is going into ships
while our own shipyards are idie, and that more than 1400
merchant ships have been turned over to European nations
during the past year while there is unemployment among
American seamen.
Indignant, Murray agreed
Howmr Jlm Carey, able CIO secretary, lnd prime
e CIO for the Marshall Plan, ted
tht lhg plan mun have the unqualified support o! the CIO.
The shipping matter, he maintains, can be fixed up satis-

Carey, & powerful influence inside the O1o, flew to Pius-
burgh last week mainly to argue
while, Curran

union
his moderate pols
strengthened in the union elections which "ses
under way March 1
Murray. when he testfes on the Marshail Plan.
wil e very o on tha
Republican Clucun
IGHLIGHTS trom the secret Republican caucus at which
GOP House hmm €0t unanimous support for the
Knuiaon tax b

Gearhart touched off some fireworks
Ihen he leomd that T7 per cent of the tax cuts would help

people r.m incomes under $4.000
n the Republicans.” snorted Michigan
Crawtord “have fallen for the soak- me-x‘fvn ;xyi;:::h ;::
S are trying to buy. votes with hand

“Congress is “crucifying’ industs nd dmm)lm nitia~
five with its one-sided tax legislatio ued the gentle~
man who has somettmes been called the General Motors
representative in Congress. “T am tired of all this demagogy
bout soaking the rich when it 1s no 1nn:(‘r possble to become
rich and all we have left are tired old m
Soeaker Joe Martin gave an inside mpm on what bap-
pened at the secret Democratic caucus fust ended
~erats he said

oy, uld be to move for recommittal,
then bt for casing the reductlons in each ton bracket.

Hnl Holmes of Washinzton renorted that “Muley Bob®
Dourhtorf of Nerth Carolina. thouch a Democrat. was in
favor of scrapping the President’s plan for $40 exemption-
redurtions.

Danlel Reed of New York sooke for the Ways & Means
Committee. The tax bill, he sald, was the result of meticu-
lous studv and researc!

Crawford butted in’ and wanted to know whether thers

would be enough monev to go around for both the tax re-
ductions and the Marshall Plan.

Reed replied in the affirmative, but said the Marshall
Plan should be scaled down anywa

T don't want to be pledged to tax reductions {1 mians
wrecking the Marshall Plan." broke s George
MacKinnon,

Willlam Dawson of Utah pointed out that Truman's
plan offered more tax relief to the $2.400-63.000 income brac-
ket than the Knutson bill. and asked whether some adfust-
ments ought to be made In the lower

Reed explained that the bill was worked it o e
tific. eraduated scale and should not be distorted for any
special group.

e President s catering lo that eroup slone in oder

to get votes” broke In Indiana's Halleck /e shouldn'
stoop to 1.




