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take this extraordinary action and has no

authority to commandeer or distribute fuel
oil or any other commodity. All the efforts
of Mayor Baxter, City Manager Yancey,
the private Individuals who have handled
the calls at-the fuel oll office and the deal-
ers and distributors who have co-operated
with them, have been on a voluntary basis.
All honor is due them for the fact that re-
llef has been brought to hundreds of Char-
lotte familles who otherwise would have
had no fuel at all.

s far, the emergency program has
bmugh! 71,531 gallons of fuel ol and kero-
sene to Charlotte homes, more is on the
way and the distribution will be continued
as long as the emergency lasts or as long
as City officlals can obtain supplies. The

New Era In Parks &

HARLOTTE is fortunate in obtalning

the services of Arthur H. Jones as su-
perintendent of the Parks & Recreation
Department. He has resigned as regional
director of the National Recreation Asso-
ciation to take the Charlotte post on the
retirement of Ralph McMillan, who has
ably filled the superintendent's office for
the last two years.

With Director Jones, Charlotte acquires
the services of an outstanding authority in
the recreation field and one who is devoted
to the greater Charlotte cause as a result
of his residence here for the last eleven
years. It Is not uncommon to find both
competence and devotion to duty in a pub-
lic servant, but the degree in which those
qualities are combined In Mr. Jones' case
is notable.

as Mr. Jones' particular attachment
for Charlotte that led ‘him to give up his
mportant work as Southeastern represent-
ative of the National Recreation Associa-
tion. However, sentiment alone was not the
declding factor. It was the size of the Char-
lotte challenge. and the Charlotte promise,
which told him to cast his future with this
community.

In this enterprise, we figuratively are
starting from scratch. Charlotte has made
only one big mistake In the park and recre-
atlon fleld, and that is in not dolng enough.

T

ward In the spirit shown by the Mayor and
City Manager. Lacking'the power to com-
mand that co-operation except by example,
the City officlals have done their utmost
for the general welfare.

Moreover, even If the entire community
Joined in this effort to the limit, it s clear
that the problem cannot be solved on the
local level. The only remedy lles in indus-
try itself and in the natlonal Government.
If Mr. Cheek’s letter helps to arouse the
Administration and Congress to the prob-
lem, it will have served a useful purpose.
Unless there soon Is such recognition, fol-
lowed by steps to meet the emergency, we
may expect many more protests and much
more serious ones than the Cheek com-
plaint.

Recreation

This failure has not worked out entirely to
our disadgantage. It has left us In the posi-
tion to work out a comprehensive program
co-ordinated to the city's needs for years
to come. We now have the long-range de-
velopment plan, to which Mr. Jones him-
self has contributed a great deal. The
time is right for a. large-scale operation
and we now have the expert with the vis-
fon, the spirit and background required for
this task, in our official company.

In the last year, Charlotte has had many

that its

growth not only justifies but makes imper-
ative a broad, uo-to-date and Imaginative
expansion of park and recreation factlities.
It has seen evidence of thls need m the
school expansion progra: the move-
ment for teenage club t.clmm n the el
for development of a civic center or es-
planade in the region of the City Hall and
Courthouse, in the demaand for slum clear-
ance and rehabilitation of the older sec-
tions of the city, In the rapid extension of
new residential districts, In the opening of
new boulevards, in the urgent need for a
new auditorium, a large stadium and other
factlitles.

We are entering the era of a greater
Charlotte and no greater contribution to
our progress is possible than that which can
be made in the park and recreation field.

Deflation Trend In Hollywood

RAIN speculators who were caught

short, farmers who have seen the price
for a bushel of wheat drop nearly 70 cents
from the January 16 peak and others who
are feeling the painful effects of the de-
flation of 1948 will be happy to know that
Hollywood too is contributing its bit to the
new economic adjustment.

‘The recession trend in the screem capi-
tal, which heretofore has been regarded as
the center of perpetual inflation, came to
light this week when the fabulous Sam
Goldwyn announced' that executives in his
studios have agreed to a 50 per cent wage
cut “in the interests of the security of the
film business.” These busy and important
men are all on long-term contracts but ap-
parently they took the heavy salary slash
without a murmur.

“They put the welfare of the company
and the industry above their own personal
wishes,” sald Sam, who Is noted for his
quaint rhetorical mannerism or double
talk.

Underscoring the polnt that this consti-
tutes a notable example of unselfishness in
the high-income class. Mr. Goldwyn points
out that the pay reduction does not affect
“those In lower brackets” That means
nothing below $50,000, or perhaps $75,000,
and 1t may be that the $100,000 and $150,-
000 men will be sore at us for suggesting
that the executive standard goes that low.

This brings us to an interesting detall in

From The Louisville Courier-Journal

the Hollywood sacrifice, which we find by
reference to the Federal income tax table.
Under this schedule, If the executive's en-
tire pay was subject to tax the $50,000 man
would fork over $26.820 to Uncle Sam. Cut-
ting his pay in half, he puts himself in a
lower surtax bracket, giving Uncle $10.150,
leaving himself $14.850 as against the $23.-
180 which was left of his old $50,000. Thus
the $25.000 pay cut would mean an actual
loss of $8330. On the same basis the $75.-
000 man would be out $9.365, the $100.000 a
year man would drop $9.500. the $150.000
man would lose $9.350 in spendable cash
and the $200,000 executive would make the
big sacrifice. $10,500.

Exemptions, traveling expenses and other
deductions would. of course, change these
figures, reducing the difference in favor of
the executive as he comes down the sur-
tax table. In fact. it is conceivable that
the 50 per cent salary cut might leave the
Holvwood big shot with about as much
spendable income after taxes as he received
before the Goldwyn reform set in.

We hope this idle computation doesn't
give anyone the idea that Hollywood isn't
making a real sacrifice. Under the Holly-
wood code, the prestige value of income is
all-important and many an executive may
lose his sole claim to distinction 1f he has
to come down from $100.000 to $50.000 in
appearances. The new Goldwyn trend may
represent good business but it could pro-
duce a social revoMition in Holywood.

Winter Brightens Europe’s Hopes

HIVER we may in the United States. But
there is cheering comfort in weather
news from Europe. In contrast with last
Winter's killing cold, the season over there
has been mild. There has been raid in-
stead of choking snow. There s little dan-
ger of floods let loose by Springtime thaws
to uproot sprouting seeds of the new har-
vest.

There has been nothing to touch the
piteous anguish of last Winter. Foods and
fuels have been a short supply. But be-
cause of milder weather this year's death
rate in Berlin is only 16 per 1,000—half last
year's. There have been no Berlin reports
of death through malnutrition and expo-

sure. By this time last Winter there had
been many.

Fields are green in England, where a year
ago floods and freezes had blackened even
hope. France anticipates one of the best
harvests since before the war. Winter
wheat 1s blowing six Inches high ip Italy's
northern provinces and fruit trees bloom in
orchards outside Rome.

‘The weather is on our :lde this year,
even if it nips our ears and glazes our
streets at home. For of all the crops of
Furope, hope is the greatest. Blessed by
the weather and encouraged by the-Mar-
shall Plan, this crop can thrive,

Sunepl, & Stesare ateop.
Southern Kevoll
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Peoele s Platform
Charlotte’s Fuel Oil Crlsls

Mint St. at the times of hu
readers why the Clf
require the P&N
routing their tracks to the Hormel
—JAI!I P. INOWDEN.
Morris Fi

‘ (Note: The News has recelved » copy of the
tollowing ‘open letter addressed to President
nator Vandenberg as President rro—l-
of the United States Senate and Speaker Martin
of the House. Comment on this letter is made in
an editorial captioned, “It's Not & ‘Puny’ Contriba-
tion”, on this page—Eds., The News).
e HARLOTTE
ADONO with millions of other Americans, 1 am per-
) plexed at the apparent lack of interest and con-
n by the administrative and executive officials of
ur country for the satety and health of our cltizens,
fn alleviating the fuel shortage ths passed the
acute stage and Is now dangerous.

Obviously. no one in ashington 1s dt&nly dis-
turbed for surely you krow this condition exists.
Millions of us “common people” which all politicians
scem to have forgotten, are actually suffering from
intense cold.

Most of us try to be good cltizens and are willing
to reduce our fuel consumption but we definitely do
not intend to stand by and see our famill
suffer

It's about time bi-partisan politics was cast aside
and for ‘you leaders to declare that a state of emer-
gency exists and immediately draft an army of clvil-
fans and send them to the coal mines and the ofl
fields. if necessary, to produce sufficient fuels.

Milllons of us Americans are wondering If
Democracy can work and function in a grave crisis,
and T m one of them. p

r. Roosevelt were living, he would see that his ©

people had fuel and in sufficient quantities. although
many would cry out that old familiar song “Dictator”
Wwell, 1f prnvmmz for the health, comfort and safety
of its people through extraordinary means is dicta-
orial, then T sav Eive us a dictator

Protracted committee hearings and red tape is
not relieving our misery so tou need to act NOW!

T fforts of our local municipal govern-
ment. headed by our Mayor. has not relieved our local
conditions any—in fact, i
rease the cost of fuel ofl
i of his Kind and sincere clforts 0 help ua but, try
and find any of their fuel ofl—even at inflated prices,

The situation is bordering on betrayal and aband-
onment of its people’s welfare, which you swore to
defend and protect What do you_tatendto do—
Act NOW, or do you intend to continue procrasti-
nating?

—H. A. CHEEK,
1219 Clay Ave.

The Public And P. & N.

CHARLOTTE
Fditors. THe N

I AM cnmmually amazed at the powerful position of
the Duke Power Co and thelr subsidiary, the
Pleamont & Northern Railway. n thelr relationsLip to
the City of Charlotte Yesterday in drivin
Mint St v pase e i e
from the tracks of the P&N on private property ad-
Jacent to the Hormel Co. 1s well s thelr tracks on the
ity streets. The clearing went as far down Mint
St ns the P&N tracks extended. 1 am of the opinion
that since this equioment (s the property of the people
of Cnarlotte, it should have used more ad-
here traffic has beén in difficulty o
hills mmm of for private gain
addition, the P&N Railway ties up traffic on

Drew Pearson’s «

Pledmunb & Northern Railway,
between representatives of lhe Cl!y lnd ?.hn Company
which would authorize use y-owned snowplows
to clear snow from
to the

Co. have ts wh were recognized by previous
Administrations and Which the present ctty ckmrn-
mnz mi r. However, the City

roposals for a better arrangement vhu:h iy be
Tair o all ‘the tnterests involved. —Eds., Tux Nrws),

The People’s Platform is available to any
reader who cares to mount it Communications
should be less than 300 words, en if
possible, and on only one side of the pnp:r
Libel and obscenity twfll be deleted—otherwise
gnything goes. Each letter must be signed al-
though, in ezceptional cases and upon request,
we il withho i e Sariter's: name—Editors,

Quote, Unqiwte

An Assoctated Press dispatch says that fishermen
never put to sea on the Tth, 17th or 27th of the
month and won't return on a date ending in five.
All the time we've been thinking that the trouble wm:

-our fishing came from leaving s hat on

getting in on the left side of the car —lnmmn
(Ky.) Herald.

More baseball pennants will be won between now
and next April than between April and November—
McDonough (Ga.) Advertiser.

Possibly obiecting to_the lron sweaters they
wore in those days, Lana Turner has refused to ac.
cept a role in “The Three Musketeers"—Fort Myers
News-Press.

1t was & Georgls youth who mafled his girl two
Jetters a dav during a long stav out of town and re-
turned to find her married to th Rogers-
ville (Tenn.) Review.

to feel sorry for any girl who
hmw “boen & queen of something or other at least
(La) New Era.

Consumers are not clamoring for steaks any more,
because they consider themselves lucky to be abie to
get. and pay for, chuck and stew. —New Orleans (La.)
States.

Pearl Deeter, who wrote = letter to the Gazette,
Pears Union Is Gett A Fearful State. Well,
some fearful states have got in the Union.—Arkansas
Gazette.

Busen wre dunssy e wosas
ers In the political wilderness But
some faint recoiection of this hor-
Tid state still lingers in their minds
They are still reluctant to destroy
their party’s chance at the elece
tion. This is what may be expected

to nip the overt anti-Truman
movement in the bud, although the
plant may ted to be

be wat-
same

declaration on the civil and human
rights issue.

In the past few days, there have
been anxious negotiatons between

Southern

'ASHINGTON
TEE convivial dxyl of old, when
Democratic Senators

gathered

in the innd tum Leslie
Biffle, staff director of the Demo-
cy the

The reason, of course, Is the re-
volt of the Southerners, touched
off by President Truman's civil
rights message. The same kind of
flare-up has occurred in the past,
nnly to die down after & pyrotech-
cal display of Southern oratory.

But this time party leaders are
deeply pessi c. discount
a lot of the Southern talk sbout
establishing a Southern wing of
the Democratic Party which would
nominate its own candidate for
President. They minimize the possi-
bility that electors from the South-
ern States might refuse to cast their
ballots thereby throwing the elec-
tion into the House of Representa-
tives. They do not, however, dis-
count the effect of all this on the
voters throughout the country. It
feeds the impression of divisiveness
And this time the
ely to mean more
1 . even though it
stops short of an actual split.

Southerners are threaten-
ln| lo hold up nominations made
by the President whenever they
can. Their first target is likely to be
the President'’s no: on
Thomas B. McCabe of Philadelphia
to be chairman of the Federal Re-
T a variety of rea-
was

senu asurances o1 evemwums

support to the White House.

EASILY PLEASED

It is symptomatic of the state of
y that in thess

ue-uu of two ebnau.
dl'l'blcb.
“House passage of FEPC is a fore-
.ou eauebuim. So'is Senate pas-
cloture can be applied. Ap-
plk:llkm of cloture turns upon four
or five Republican votes, including

Revolt--11

the South to contribute to the
National Committee a5 they have
done in the past.

needed at home for a party battle.
Cansequently ~ almost everything
that was collected went to Wash-
mm

though
wealth 15 mach 1ems than cha
most northern states, Texas,
Florids. Arkansas and North Caro-

re among the first ten con-
Tiors o o 1040 and. 1064,
Their contributions were exceeded
only by New York and the District
of Columbla snd they il out-
ranked Pennsylvania. But not this
year. say the Southerners. If they
hold to the
Democratic

thelr per-capita
t of

National Committeo
will be hard pressed to find generous
contributors to make up the dif=
ference.

The suggestion that the Presi-
dent, might modlty his civl right
stand, by later rtv!l ing his ree
quest and omitting
Teference to abelishing sesregation
on trains and
gtaunch denis} from the White

is prepared to
stand behing every dethand o his
10-point program, it was said.

The President's advisers are a

rised at the violence of
thern reaction, The 1044
Democratic  platform  said:  “We
believe that racial and religious
minorities have the right to live,
develop and vote equally with all
citzens and share the rights that

even more practical threat
which the Southerners say they will
carTy out concerns the Democratic
war chest in this campaign year.
There is nothing to compel the
Democratic state organizations in

Congress should exert. ita fll cone
suitutional powers to protect those
rights " Mr Trum:
was merely transiating that gemerate
ity into specific demands, and he
intends to back them up no matter
what the cost.

Merry-Go-Round *

WASHINGTON
0SS of the Bronx Ed l’lvnn wha had . great deal to do
with plcking Harry Vice-President at

fos
. Chicago. has a queer complex about umnmm He has re

peatedly. urged Truman to appoint 8 as Federal Judge
T 'New York in order to. attract the Negro vote, et he
turns round and tries to undercut a Government agency
which protects the economic welfare of both Negroes and
whites

This s what the charming Ed was up to when he
visited at the White House this week.

His visit was aimed at persuading Truman to appoint
Paul Rowen of Boston to the Securities & Exchange Commis-
sl;lm and simultaneously to make Ed Hanrahan of New York
chatrman

the surface, this sounds innocent enough, = But be-
Tow e surface, It happens that Hanrahan
ber of the SEC. has come under

the nfluerce of Wal Street
that

man he would try to throw ove
Act, one of the greatest landmarks in FDR's battle against
the big utilities.

It also happens that Rowen is pledged In advance to
vote for Hanrahan for chairman.

Finally, it hlwenl that E4 ?lynnl law firm represents
some of the best-paying firms along Wall Street. Nuff said.

What Happened To Kaiser

VEN on the stock market it's sometimes a fact that
mighty oaks from little acorns grow. Take, for instance,
the mysterious attempted stock ‘NStation for Kalser-Praser
luwmobl.l

2. Henry Kaiser, the big Wut Coast Ihlpbuuder
'ho hld the nerve to Invade Detrolt tomobiles,
his to tron ouz nnn detalls of 8

mmm stock flotation.

out his auto thmt.wutumm: out 1,100 cars per day at
the Willow Run plant, had made $5 per share during his

first year of operation. He now wanted money to push
production to 1,500 cars daily

Participating In the conference were Otis & Co. of
Cleveland, The First Caltfornia Co. of San rhncuco and
Allen & Co. of New York r-Prazer stock, it wi
Would be sold to the public on Feb. 4. at $13 a share put It
was also agreed that to keep the prics up/the kv before,
Kaiser would buy his own stock af )

What r didn't know, however, was that Cyrus Eaton,
head of Otis & Co. was going to !Ip "ot1 Brokers to this fact.
Supposedly this support ment to keep the price at
$1350 on Feb. 3, the day before the stock flotation, was to
be kept a strict secret.

But it wesn't. Furthermore, Eaton's telegram to brokers
amounted to an invitation to them to dump Kaiser stock at
$1350 on Feb. 3 and buy it back for $13 on Feb. 4.

Kaiser Pays Off

8 a result there was a mad rush to sell Kaiser stock.

e Ty to buy his
‘Co. and The Fifst Galifornta Co., however, did

not keep their word. As the time approached for these two
to take over the Kalser-Frazer stock they had

Truman Tempted To Pull SEC’s Props

former investment banking connections.

Note 2—Other bankers, Including the Bank of America
and The First Boston Corp. have indicated that they will
now take up Kaiser's unfinished financing.

Merry-Go-Round
Auc: ROOSEVELT LONGWORTH. Bob Taft's best so=
for n 1044 she
Now she
LTt was

us oy | . He never rises twice.” .
Alice Who said of Calvin Coolidge: “He must have been
weaned cn a pickle.” . . Biggest wearers of Wallace buttons
are th people. . . . That's why Democratic leaders
privately hl'e virtually given up New York state as lost,
especially Wallace, they figure, will swing ali
the amm vote, and Dewey would take most of the New
York Jewish vote. ace will carve out a sizable
hunk of the Nw Yotk City labor vote. y leaders
are so glum al 's prospects n New York state
m&t many h-ve urudy decided to sit It out. They're more
rested In 1949—the election for Mayor of New Yorl
Jim Farley is m&r the a0s when it comes to the

‘Tom
Hou d Eisenhower's political mentor)
gt Ixe run Tor Govener of New York in 1850, This would
get him back in the Presidential race in 1952. Watson was
non tral.

Capital Chaff

AN Arab mob recently set fire to American automobiles
and stormed into the offices of the Arablan-American
Oil Co. Another mob confiscated  jeep from two American
oll men.  The State Department fears Arab forces may sitack

pipeline, now being built Saud! Arabla.

Tramas bas toid Lever Brothers soap peops
he nllnl to offer their American star, Charles

new important Government job.




