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TAXI SERVICE—WHAT’'S WRONG?

r you've endeavored to telephone for a

taxi at peak rush hours, or when It's
raining, or when you have an urgent ap-
pointment to keep, you have become exas-
peratingly aware of the inadequacies of
Charlotte’s taxicab service. The trouble is
that the telephone lines of the Yellow Cab
Co. are choked with an overload of incom-
ing calls, and the other two companies,
Red Top and Victory, not only do not have
switchboards, but have not even tried
through their present phones to co-operate
fully in taking care of the ever-mounting
number of telephone requests for taxis.
‘They have apparently been satistied with

Top for §10 a day (812 on Baturday and
Sunday), you are going to concentrate on
getting as many short trips as possible.
Why run out to the far reaches of Selwyn
Ave. on a six-mile round trip when you
have & chance to pick up in the same period
poasibly three or four short distance fares
downtown? In other words, the drivers are
obliged through economie necessity to vio-
late both the City ordinance and the rules
of their own cab companies by refusing
passengers who want to go considerable
distances.

‘The crulsing habit is a wasteful, traffic-
congesting practice. In slow periods of the

the profits from crulsing about downtown, ghday any number of Red Top and Victory

while countless residents have gotten only
the busy signal when they have been fran-
tically telephoning for a cab.

To the capacity load of its own switch-
board the Yellow Cab Co. has consclen-
tiously responded to calls, but because of
the very heavy demand for taxicabs at cer-
tatn hours, Red Top and Victory should be
compelled by the City to install switch-
boards and bear their full share of the pub-
lic service responsibility for -unrln( au-.
If these two

cabs can be seen crulsing around the down-
town streets. But in the 5 to 6 o'clock rush,
or when It Is raining, where can a person
get a cab? This brings up the point as to
whether or not Charlotte would do well to
establish some taxi stands at key points
downtown. These stands would have to be
closely supervised by the Police Depart-
ment so that no one taxi company received
With the of the
stands and the elimination of cruising, an
amount of gasoline and tire rub-

provide such lwﬂchbmrd service, nuy
should surrender their valuable franchises
and make way for some other companies
willing to supply topflight telephone serv-
ice. Right now a Negro wasts to organize
a company to serve the colored population
and his application is awatting considera-
tion by the Council. This competitive bid
may well quicken the efforts of the exist-
ing companies to tmprove their service
without delay.
DRI
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Victory up to the same level of com-
munity-wide service rendered by the Yel-
low Company. This will mean more than
the installation of large switchboards. It
will mean public insistence, backed up by
the City’s enforcement, that all drivers for
Red Top and Victory willingly take any
passenger to any given point within the
new city limits without quibbling about
the distance.

It 1s the experience of many Charlotteans
that some of the drivers of both Red Top
and Victory cabs have declined to accept
passengers seeking to ride, for example,
from Independence Square to the more
distant points of The Piaza, Dilworth,
Myers Park and other sectiona.

A driver may say, as you approach the
eab door, “Where are you going. Lady?™
“Out to the Myers Park School”, you reply.
“Sorry, Lady, but I have another call”. A
block away the very same driver may be
seen stopping to pick up a passenger who
15 planning on golng a much shorter dist-
ance.

An analysis-of this refusal on the part of
some of the Red Top and Victory drivers to
make the longer hauls, particularly at peak
hours, reveals that these taxi drivers are
under heavy economic pressure to bulld up
their “take” for the week, and no one be-
grudges them a fair living. If you are a

driver, for instance, leasing a cab from Red

ber would be saved. With the present cruis-
ing In vogue, the driver invariably has to
double park to take aboard his passenger,
and this is dangerous. as well as interfer-
ing with the flow of traffic.

o e e

the City Council meets tomorrow
afternoon to weigh the problem of
requiring the taxicab compantes to install
meters, there will be a fine opportunity to
thrashfout the important questions of pro-
viding far better telephone call service as
wellchs taxi stands.

As'tor the meters, they may well prove to
be a step In the right direction. If the 178
taxicabs now operated by the three com-
panies all have meters, there will be no
question about the size of the fare to be
charged for reaching any point within the
new city limits.

The alternative being considered by the
City Council is to have two charge zones,
one (50 cents) for all trips within the pres-
ent city limits, and the other (75 cents) for
the additional territory being brought into
the city limits on January 1. The principal
shortcoming in the two-zone plan is that
taxi drivers and passengers will get into
heated arguments as to whether they are
just’ inside or outside the 50-cent zone.
(After all, the city can't paint a fire-red
ilne dividing the zones in order to avold
such economic quibbling.)

The drawback In the meter plan is that
residents living out on the perimeter of the
new city limits are likely to pay $1.25 for a
ride from downtown to their homes. I{ you
double this for a round-trip, you have a
pretty steep charge for the thousands of
families who live on modest incomes but
still need and,want to use taxis. It may
prove to be worthwhile to have a $1.00
maximum fare regardless of what the
meter reads above this figure. Such a max-
imum rate will encourage more business
for the taxicab companies.

MESSAGE TO A BERLINER

'OUR name is Hans and you're a Ger-

man. More specifically you are a resi-
dent of the American zone of Berlin. You
are an ordinary sort of German, the sort
of man in the street Americans would call
John Doe if the street were In New York
or Chicago. But you are not the comic opera
German—the portly, crop-haired old gaffer
who sits nightly In a neighboghood rath-
skeller wiping dark beer from his white
walrus mustache. You are, instead, an ex-
Nazi or at least a passive party to Lhe Nui
movement and@n the past sixteen
you have come to learn a lot -.bout the
world and geopolitik.

A decade of war. defeat and occupation
has taught you that survival In Europe is
not a gift, but a thing which you must
seize through calculation and action. 8o on
Bunday morning, December 5, you awoke In
Berlin to face a problem that called for
calculation and action: to register support
of the U. S, France and England through
participation In the Western zone elections
or to express dissatisfaction with Western
occupation policles by ignoring the election.

‘You and 1330819 other Hans' calculated
and acted: you went to the polls and you
voted. Your vote has been hailed by the

as an ¢apression of “civil courage”:
by the East as a vote for “famine and
chaos”.

‘We of the United States do not know ex-
actly what your vote does mean. Hans. We
‘would like to believe that it means you have
faith In democracy. In the Western con-
cept of government for the people and by
the people; we would like to believe that it
means you are willing to accept the priva-
tions — the shortage of food, fuel cloth-
ing—which are the result of the

blockade, because you prefer w:mm oc-
cupation to Eastern occupation.

But we must understand that there were
thousands of Western zone Berliners who
voted not because they had faith in democ-
racy, but because they had faith In West-
ern power. Thousands voted because they
belleved that the West would win the Battle
of Berlin, that there would be no Russian
occupation of Western zones, that there
would be no Russian reprisals, as promised,
because you voted In the Western election.
You may have voted, Hans, because you
tbought (after years under Hitler) that

your vote would pay for more coal this
Winter, more potatoes for your table, an
extra cigarette or two per week. You may
have voted simply because you wanted to
be on the winning side.

Actually, however, the why of your vote
is not as Important as the fact that you
did vote. Your gesture will strengthen the
hand of Western diplomats all over Europe:
Communists In France and Italy will be
given pause by your vote: Russia may be
slowed by the realization that “the peq{le"
don't always swallow Marxism. \

Since American election time there has
been a lot of talk about mandates. We
think the word can be applied to your ac-
tion in Berlin Sunday: we think that now
we have a mandate from the people of
‘Western Berlin to stand firm against Rus-
sian totalitarianism.

We accept your mandate, Hans; we will
stand firm.

Our Answers column has been called: Is
there any way to treit the handles of farm
tools so they will not biister the hands?
One sure way Is to trade them in on a new
automobile. — Little Rock Arkansas Ga-
zette. 8

Everything is uncertain these day, and
we, won't know the full effects of November
2—and “Honest Harold’s™ renaissance—un-~
til we see whether the Hoover Dam goes
back to being the Boulder Dam again. —
Nashville! Tenn.) Banner.

There is a fellow who solved the parking
problem. Not finding a place to put his car
in the morning he just hired a man to keep
driving it around the block until 5 o'clock
when he was ready to go home.—Kingsport
(Tenn.) Times.

A wite in Worcester, Mass. was divorced
by her husband for cutting off the legs of
his trousers. Somebody should have told
her the pockets open at the top. — Fort
Myers (Fla.) News-Press.

You'll know the traffic jam here really is
bad when they begin using a helicopter to
drop food supplies to the entrapped cop at
the intersection, which probably won't be
long now. — Loulsville (Ky.) Times.

PRICES SEEM YO BE
FLATTENING
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Long On Assurance, Short On Performance

U.S. Not Fully Supporting U. N.

By SUMNER WELLES
Former Undersecretary of State
YORK
E General Assembly has now entered the final
stage of Its present tession. That the small coun-
tries were sble to rally world public opinion in thetr
attempt to find a peaceful solution for the contest
between the great powers was pecullarly sianificant,
It i \mrnmmu(e m-l thelr cm-n.- meh-ed such
meager encouragement from
Tt in trae that whm Mexico Introdvced her res-
olution aopealing

In a spate of high-
sis became still more acute. and the President of the
Assembly and the Secretary General jointly urged
the mafor powers to make a further effort to settle
the crisis, and thus prepare the way for general peace
settlements, their appeal received a sour reception in
Washi

ials angrily insinuated that Dr. Evatt and
Mr. Lie had exceeded thelr authority. It was hinted

the sten was Instigated bv the
the public from blaming the Soviets for the Berlin
erisls. A movement was tarted in responsible quar-
ters to replace Mr. Lle with a more amenable Secre.
tary General

The reaction has In fact been so bitter that it
should raise the question what these officisls, as well
38 many of their fellow citizens, think the Unit
Nations really Is.
WN THE very first Iine of it first article. the charter
3 declaren that It is the purpose of the United Na-
tions “to maintain international peace and ecurity.
An President of the General gAssembly, Dr. Evatt has
Doien exclusive obligation to the Western powers. He 18
neible to the Unlted Nations. Aa Secretary
Grmeral, Mr. Lie n specifically empowered by Article
99 of the Charter to “bring to the attention of the
Becurity Council anv matter which in his opinion
may | threaten the maintenance of international

Nt certatnly did not Jibe with Amerkln diplomatie
strategy. but when thev spoke out 3
oumlv for peace, Dr. Evatt and Mr Lin were falthiulls
comnivine with their highest oblization.

It mieht not come amiss to ask whether we wish
our noliev to contribute to the growth of the United
Natlons as a universal agency. so that it may still try
tn construct a lasting world order out of the present
chaos. or whether we with this Government to use
the United Nations merely as an Instrument to ad-
vance our own ends. It is well worth remembering
that the persistent mmmu of England and France
1o use the Natlons for their own national

were chiefly responsible for in collapse.

In its record on Palestine. this Government has
repeatedly sought to obtain strategic advantage at the

the permanent interests of the United

expense
Nationa.
the ation of an exclusive Western miii-
tary alliance, outside of the United Nations, as though
there were no Article 51 in the Charter the United
States is paving the wav 'oy n world division that,
may demnv the Unit ed N

JCVENTS which have occurred within the past ten
4 davs have brought into sharp relief the funda-
mental reason why our foreign policy is relegating
the United Nations to the discard At the very mo-
ment that our delegation in Paris was announcing
mn It would co-operate fully with the smaller coun-
on the Security Council In finding & solution

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

over his wrist No mortal was allowed to touch the

for the Exst-Weet crisia eral Clay's military gov-
ernmen: in Berlin was uuml the press that the st
tempt of e Unitea Nationa to bring about a settle-
ment was “doomed to " After the Western
Pawers had I principle accepted. the formula. pro-
by the emalier countries, and It had been 4p-
proved by the Soviet Union, the American military
suthorities i’ Beriiy deciared that no such solution
was acceptable and announced five sweeping demands
pon Moscow of which no Intimation had previ
been heard,

So long as the high brass Is pcrmlllld to ﬂﬂll‘-
mine the conduct of our fo Ame:
Fubport for the United Nations may be long on a8+
surances. but it will be short on performance.

There mav be much Ju-!lﬂr-tlnn for the beliet
that the Politburo bas decided oo @ ruth-
less expansion. but there In as yet no Mdication that
Russla Intends to witharaw Natio

s session of the Assembly has at least made 1t
clear that so long as sll of the major powers con-
tinue within the world body there will e ground for

that peace can be mal But that hope
I vanish if the United Nlnuu becomes the
lr’ulmmem of ‘any one power. o of any coslition
of powers

PAs Prestdent Truman commences his new teri
of office. it is an a riste moment for the Ad-
ministration to re-exam country's relation:
&hip to the Dnited Nations. n \houid decide whether
American interests will be better served by the kind
of policy upon which o muuuy advisers have so
frequently Insisted during th t three years, or by
a Dolicy which In act s well as I word Is conaisten

devoted to strengthening the United Nations as a
universal agency and as the only means of achieving
collective securiey.

Nix On Wife-Beating s
(From The Jackson, Miss., Clllbv-l-.‘l‘
NIANY of the outward forms of th. old-fashioned

Misaissippl chivalry and respect for women, such
as keeping the heud bared while talking te a woman
on the street, have been abandoned. More and more
men are permitting women to stand on their own
feet. even on the city busses. e-beating. however,
Ix still beyogd the pale in Mississippl. It isnt done
In the best of circ'es. And It Isn't condoned by the
average jury. And that, we think, is as it should be.

Undefiled
(From The McComb. Miss.. Enterprise-Journal)
HOOT OWL awakened this editor this morning
about 4 o'clock

ocak tree

Now this is proof th:
s a sophisticated. city are wrong. 8o long
owls hoot In the redoak trees in town the wrpﬂrltlm
Is safe from too much Whl'!!ullon After all,

1is nice to uy of the old home town. “Tt is a I’O'f‘—
aive city . ... but just a big cquntry town after all.~

Add Spuds

(From The Santa Fe New Mexican)

* A NOTHER potato storv comes from West Virginia,
N where the Agriculture Department has been try-
Ing to get rid of itx vast <tores of subsidized potatoes.
West Virginians are helping willingly by hplm spuds
from the Government for a cent a dumping
them Into the river. and seling the sacks back to
the Government for 15 cents each!

hinds with Keenan.
guests of seven Japanese and on
held In the Imperial Ho-uznepen

He was well-dressed in European clothes. did not bow ac-
cording to Japanese custom. but crossed the room and shook
About 40 butbn served the luncheon
American. The luncheon

oseEh And Stewart Alsop

Muscle For Blubber ’

WASHINGTON

A trikingly interesting idea for
strengthening American “defense
organization is being quietly discus-
#ed In the upper reaches of the Ad-

ministration. No single chief of staff

nd to assign
the services its decalled. responai-
bilities under that pl
Even us metanrs of besie agress
ment has never been fully achieved
by the services to date. But much
already

service meetings, t is needed

now is simply & officer,

¢lothed with the authority of the

t, who spell out in

F' the adopted et

ewport and Key West.

us

r, with his

*hairmanship
Chlmo!!hﬂunmhlommer
— General r Bradley is
noﬂnlwnnlmed 'ha then
umm'hmmhnhﬂ
. ‘Buch is the echeme now being

Tecent insistence on economy by

. expert the
worl Ity that it will
be suicidal folly for budgetary
economy th

the experts also
imous that the United States
must get more defense for each

Jomes Marlow .

dollar lnvnud And the first essen-

tial step In this tion 1s to

name & nn;l- prof officer

capable of declding ly profes-
rvice tes,

eu.l:gi!hn the services desperately
n 3
fundamentally, is to be the role of
the pi chaitman of the Joint
Q!kh

He will also have ity of other
urgent jobs to do. is, for ex-
ample, the Navy's fallure to d'":

an effective defense
German type XXI submarine, now
in Soviet hands. Without anti-sub-

Expensive Show

has Washingt
me-mnﬂlhmhh&»

Thme running the show are in &
fast spin trying to take care of the

details. They want to make it the
biggest ut\xrluon in American
history. 'nm probably will, unless
it _ramns or smows.

tigure about 750000 people

will see the inausuration itself or

the parade that follows, either from

grandatand seats or standing on ¢
cost probably

curb. will hlt
mund tmmo

Other millions of people around
the connu'! will follow it on their

radios or over television. It will
be the first nauguration ever tele-
vised. And whole place will

way, most of the oe-
fally st have o be filled in.
Around Hoon on Jan. 20 Mr.

man will be «worn in ror hh tirat
ol term in nnm by Chief Justice
vm.o the suvmm Court.

e-m. term begins that

u
He wi take this oath. -ln-dy
s2t down In the Constitution

dent

ents:

T do solemnly swear (or affirm)
that T will faithfully execute the
office of President of the United
States and will. to lhe but of my

ability, preserve. and der
fend the Constitution ol the United
m-un

Senator Alben W Barkley

nv Kenmckv will take the oath as

Vice- t. Tts not known at
this noint wholl administer the
nath to

All this will t~ke dlace on the
east «ide of the Cavitol. where for
months carpenters have been bufl-
Ing about 14000 wooden seats, in
the open air_ facing the buflding.

“The peole who get thase seats—
free—will be diplomats, members of

8o much for what happens l&lhi
Capitol. All the arrangement
are In hands of & l”dll

Ave. untll 1t
the White House a mile away.
INAUGURAL PARADE

Hirohito Wants U.S. - Japanese Alliance

~ WASHINGTON
ON‘I.\' 8 few years ago the Imperial Court doctor., feeling
the pulse of the Emperor of Japan, placed silken gause

However, perhaps because ﬂu role of-ll‘ﬂllorld Congress-

his Tmperial Majesty.

And the Court taflor. measuring the Emperor for a suit
of clothes. stood halfway across the room and appraised
him with his eve  He was no' mermitted to approach closer

But » few divs ago n Tokvo, a m miracle ook
place when a Cleveland-Washington lawver. Joseph B Kee-
nan. sent to Japan to prosecute Janan's highest war leaders:
lunched with the Emoercr of

Not cnly Is the list of foreizners who have ever broken
bread with the Emperor confired to two or three persons
n all history. hut I was significant that the Emperor should
meet with the man who was much hanher in war crimes
prosecution than the war courts of Nuernberg.

The Emperor made no mention of the war trials except
to tell Keenan he hoped he would come to Japan again
when he had “no disgreesble duties.”

Iasted two-and-a-half hours
‘wbout | Japanese-American friendship and  the Em-
peror's hope for an alliance beiween the two countries.

‘Empress And Margaret Truman

IID!! EMPRESS was interested In Margaret Truman and
her singing. The Emoeror wanted to know all about
President Truman. his hobbles. his policies. and his miracie
election. He was alto eager (o learn about the U § Senate
and wanted Japan's Dlet to be like it

ld how. prior to the war. he was worried over the
rise of military men to power Four civilian premiers were
murdered by the military, he reminded Keenan Prom 1936
on the Army demanded that only an active Army officer
could serve as war minister, which, said the Emperor, was

beginning of

Pearl Harbor.
‘Emperor did not spesk English, but understood .

home. forg t
Emoeror's palace. contrary to general belief. was badly
bambed and has not been repat

NOYE—When Hirohito was sbout 20. an English-speak-
nanese Quaker Renzn Sawadal was appointed as his
compsnion. They traveled together through Europe. became
good friends and some of the Fmperors democratic ideas
may result from this early assoctation.

Negro Chairman
Y AN ODD twist of fate, the committee which the Re-
publican Congress built up for the purpose of meat-
axing the Truman Aﬂmlnlllrlllan will now be thlll'mln!M
hv l Negro—Congresiman Willlam Dawson of Chicago, Dem.

Numwhthummtmmnm,mtnl!mu
has sat as chairman but he

the
Ne  in the last two years. mntmumuhumthm-

own office or in Chirago.

Result Is that Dawson may be tragically unprepared to
handle this hichly Important committee. Second in com-
mand, ho'ml. iIs Califcrnia‘'s Chet Holifleld, a shrewd.
toush Democrat who knows committee operations from A
to Z. Without race vr')l'dla Holifield 'ﬂl sit at Dawson's
right next January s ds the nnl at the first
historic meeting of the Bwnd itures Committee.

Dewey Was Right

ture
best gasets In defeating Dewey. But

oneumvnm criticism 1t now develops that heart-
1ly agrees with Dewey.
‘This pertains to the Tennessee Authority and

will sit at the helm of me House Expenditures Committee,
one of the most powerful in Congress.
This committee can investivate almost anything under
he win—from Euronean expenditures under the Marshall
Plan to how the President snends his private allowance.
There ix almost no part of fhe executive branch of the
Government that this committee cannot probe.
. because of ita power. the Republicans placed their
most mu.mm- and V!nlcluu meat-sxers—Michioan's
Clare Hoffm: ‘s Robert Rich. 's Ross
Risiey. and Clarence Brown of Ohio, Taits campaign man-

sger
After Jan 3. these gentlemen not are shorn of
byt will be called to order b, a qultt-lpokm modest.
even by his Southern m

;o“r who is well-liked even

sotl clatmed that TVA did a miserable
Job on Amnlmm-tm
Oumoxcmbmloﬁler , Secretary

Tennessee is one !mxymnllelhlhtunbn'm

other {s Pennsvivania) which aoa nm

U. 8. Soll Conservation Service. l'-l m eon-
servation arrangement with the Unl'!rllty of Tennessee,
and during the campalgn o
1o compare TVA's sofl conservation 'ﬂh jorth Carolina’s.
He r!nerl!d th c.mmu nv ahead.

en further than Dewey the

olh" nllhl Mrel.hllul. fv-n.k nas m-l- private
discussion, he stated flatly cuu the Dept. of Agriculturs
would oppose the of & Ill-mlrl Vllky Author=
Sty unless Valley suthorities, aa typmn A, right-sbout-
fased regarding soll conssrvalion.

Y



