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THE SKY'S THE LIMIT

all possible sympathy for the
huge job of furnishing medical care
for veterans which fell to the Federal Gov-
ernment after the close of hostilities ’m
s still no excuse for the bungling. ifef
cleney and waste just brought to light by
& task force of the Hoover Commission.
After digging Into the masze of stupend-
ous waste, lack of planning and co-ordina-
tion, and outright misuse of money, per-
sonnel and facllities, the Hoover Commis-
sion preliminary report summed it up with
le restraint:
pattern of

-

The committes found that spparently
nothing had been done right. The Govern-
ment jumped into the medical business
without any basic understanding of the
Job ahead, much less & clear plan. Under a.
60-year-old statute, the Government began
treating veterans and their dependents
right and left untll, by 1949, some 24,000~
000 of our population were recelving care
of varying degrees.

The Army rushed in and spent an as-
founding $37,000,000 for s hospital in Ha-
wall when the Navy already had one there
which would have filled all needs. The
Navy is building a $14,800,000 permanent
eancer hospital at St. Albans, N. Y, com-

plete with the largest betatron for cancer
therapy éver built, although, as Com-
mission sald, there is a question why the
care of cancer patients, except superficial
cases, should be a responsibility of the
armed services at all.” The Veterans Ad-
ministration is in the middle of a $1,100.-
000000 hospital bullding program, at an
average cost of between $20,000 to $51.000
& bed as compared with an average private
hospital cost of $16,000 per bed.

In New York City the Committee found
that four Army and Alr Force hospitals
could be closed, but “several Federal agen-
cles are to build hospitals in this
area to cost $100,000,000, munln; [
doubling of the permanent plant.”

And all of this in spite of & severe short-
llI of nudlul and nursing personnel to

n-mumwmumw
tax money and conflict of purposs among
the various Federal agencies is ons of the
most constructive jobs the Hoover Com-
mission has yet done. A good part of the
responsibility and blame lles squarely on
Congress, which voted money right and
left to these agencies without requiring
proof of need. When the Commission's full
Nvonmbc«:m-mummnof
the year, there will be an

‘Now, About Predictions For Next Year—’

wRAB.Om
-

(1) define clearly the fields in which OGV-
ernment medicine should up-rm and (D)
eliminate the costly waste,

Sumner Welles

and dupljcation. Both should be done at
the earliest possible moment.

THE CONTINUING CONSTABLE

AD 1t not been for Solicitor Basil
‘Whitener and the Mecklenburg Coun-
ty Grand Jury, the case of the

MMIMMMM!M Assembly
m wmmrnwumh
serve certatn papers

patrolman, Constable E. J. McKnight,
might never have some to light.

Our Olty Councll was carefully picking
s way through the mase of the taxicab
fuss, the several rulings about the voting
rights of perimeter area residents, and va-
riows and sundry other municipal matters
‘when, suddenly, it discovered that it had 2
special town constable on ths looss about
‘whom it knew nothing.

‘The Grand Jury's exposure of the Mid-
night Magistrate's Court being conducted
(without legal jurisdiction) by Justice of
the Peace J, 8. Turner turned up Con-
stable McKnight. Me was, it seems. one of
four constablés who were prowling the
Negro residential areas at night and haul-
ing before Magistrate Turper card players
and assorted (llnuhu and, for their

But didn't
serve very long. On J\m' 2, 1943, he re-
signed with the request that the Counctl
appoint his son, E. J. McKnight, to sucoeed
him. The Counell did so, but falled to set
forth his term of office.

A new Councll was elected In 1045. An-
other one was elected in 1047. And Con-
stable McKnight served on. Everyone had
forgotten about him untll the Grand Jury
report showed his name appeared on the
warrants in 68 of the 71 gambling cases
which Magistrate Turner breezed through
in the short space of aix weeks.

It may all be perfectly legal, but it does
not make very good sense for the City
Council to hand out such itments
without any way of keeping up with (1)
the terms of office, and (2) the activities
of the In the case of & statu-

trouble, con-
stable’s fee of $2.50 per ennmmr.

The Councll set City Manager Yancey
and City Attorney Bhaw to work, and
found out that Constable McKnight had
been appointed by a previous Council
Bince no one sald anything about it, he
just kept on serving. This record of the
Augush 31, 1940, Council meeting ',I
found:

“Mr. Smith, & magistrate of Mecklenburg
County. flled with the Council a request 1o
Bawe R O. McKnight sppointed s special

u--un which is provided for by leg-

Yative act; this being necessary o have him
sarve papers. The City Attorney was oon-

tory office, the appointee generally serves
until & successor Is duly appointed and
qualified. But Constable McKnight's job is
not a statutory one. and his term would
normally be expected to end with that of
the Councll which appointed him.

The Council' has taken no action ag a re-
sult of its discovery, but will wait until it
finds out whether or not Solicitor White-
ner and the Grand Jury turn up anything
more. In any event, the least it could do
would be set forth the duties, and the
term of thé constable’s office, so that fu-
ture Councils may be acoordingly advised.

A DIFFERENT VIEWPOINT

NE of the unfalr tactics American busi-
ness and the American press have
used in the fight to preserve free enter-
prise s the loose and often unprincipled
use of the word “bureaucrat” as a blanket
of all
rd has been flung around so much,
th so little discretion, that scarcely
ln public service, no matter how
his post, can avold being tainted.
re are, of course, many bureaucrats
our government, Federal, State and
locel; buresucrats in the truest sense of
the word—Ilasy, Incompetent officials who
manage %o snarl everything they lay their
hands on. But there are also many capable,
highly efficlent public employees who de-
ssrve more credit than they get.

Carrol M. Shanka is president of the Pru-
dential Insurance Company of America. He
is a big business man, and you might ex-
pect him to talk like a big business man.
But his words to a news conference in At-
lanta are rather startling.

“Thers must be & change of atmosphere 0
that government workers will be regarded
s more than chair-warmers and bureaucrats

Oovernment 1 s0 big add complex today
WAt 1t takes very good men to run it. 1 agres

From The Winston-Salem Journal
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with Winston Churchills remark that R

Mr. Bhanks went further. He would build
up the “prestige” of government officials
by providing under-graduate and post-
graduate schools for training them, and he
would Institute s strict merit aystem for
all government workers below policy-mak.
Ing level.

Ranking heresy of all, however, was his
parting shot. The talk about “protecting
demm-_ru:y and saving private enterprise”
shopld be translated into action by giving

Kers in business steadiness of employ-
ment, something %o retire on, and sick pay.
@overnment s here to stay, he said,
“whether we like it or not . . . Some casea
we've got to leave entirely to business,
some to government and business, and
some to government alone.”

Mr. Shanks probably wouldn't run a very
good race for the presidency of the Na-
tional Association of Manufacturers, but
his words are a refreshing reminder that
there are still dynamic leaders in busineas
and industry whose economic and political
views have developed beyond the laisses-
faire stage.

SNAKES AND RELIGIOUS FREEDOM

Forsyth County snake-handling

case did not reach the North Carolins

Bupreme Court. But over in Tennessee &

stmilar action did get to the State Supreme
Court.

The high court of Tennessee, after
studying the case on appeal, upheld the
State law under which three members of &
sect were fined $50 for handling poisonous
anakes in public, ruling that constitutional
guarantees of religious freedom do not
mean that persons are free to handle
poisonous snakes during church services.

immunity. If individuals are to be allowed
to endanger public health, safety, by
handling peisonous snakes in public, by the
same token it apparently would be consti-
tutional for them to appear nude in public,
practice polygamy as the original Mormons
did. engage in acta of treason, ete.

Religious freedom was intended to pro-
tect true beliefs and devoted worship. It
was never designed to serve as a shield for
behaviour Which adversely affects the pub-
lic interest, safety, or moral welfars.

Beonomic law finally balances things.
When wages were low, we were broks every

. Unrest In The New World

Prom the time when Presidant Wilion sought
to promote democracy in Latin Amarics through

(This column by Sumner Welles was written
before he was stricken with a heart attack while

1 position.

ten-ton load Io Berlin. And ten
miles behind and a

ot walking (n sub-freesing westher Saturday night

‘WASHINGTON
political and social unrest spreading through
Latin America 13 3

of our
interference in the political concerns of other Amer-
fesn peoples American
dissension and hostllity against us. and has weak-
ened. rather than strengthened, the na
that make for democracy.
It 4 not wurprising nm : n-pemihh Latin-

the United !uu- should *“fran| l!y dictate the nna
tin

invariably bred inter-,

national forces

have n—n—

America nlwulu have, v\m

leaders full dth
to further hemispheric disruption.

would arise uniess this
r-mamuumh.nxm.

eolum
o the good neighbor policy
evidenced by our official Interference in Argentina
lections, and by our fallure either to oo
tnue financial and economic Dﬂ-ov'rluon w oo~
ordinate the European Recove:
inter- peogram des w to relieve lh- post-
war difficulties of the other American republics. has

undermined popular faith in our d!plnmﬂlly I
has fostered the growth of ideological blocs In Latin
Americs whose rivalries jeopardize the maintenance

of even a semblance of Nn World unity
Public opinion here too often confuses the ceuse
with the effect.
instance 15 to be found in an editortal
18

A typical
|n m New York Times of Dec Remarking on  Must thersfore be aqually responsive to the s of
growing number of miitary dictatorships. the Deoples of & wholly different orlgin. tradition snd
culture

odnoml asks, "Are not the people of an American
entitled to expect from democratic neighbors
some prow:uen sgainst such arbitary setrures of

§

'n-u« yourn igo T The New York Time
leading advocate of the policy of official ln!zﬂerencu
in Argentina which stimulated ultra-nationalism and
sroused anti-United States :.nummt in that repub-

w-mnmn- u.llnl € charge of
nvemmenu 3

Yeve o democracy
that it would be good for others toor

If we now saek to restrict the right of the Latin-
American peoples to support
own governments we will destroy the regional system
of the new world
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was not
the pilot called the tower.

“Hello, tower. Bu Easy 103 in No.

Joseph & Stewart Alsop.

Big Easy 103

t

B imitation of an

teely hase hung  left-wing newspaperman™ who had
the steel-cold flown into Berlin with him lest

the swarming atrfield, K
cla “He wanted me %o tell him I was
chapped hands to warm them, as Oppressed.” the sergeant, with
ved away from Big Fich scorn. “'Mister. I said,’ o I
Easy 103 Thirty-five minutes ear- 100k oppressed, do I talk oppressed,
lier Big Easy 103 had come in from 90 I act oppressed? That fized

Templehof. Now the C-84 was load-  bim.”
ed again with another Berlin car- the Puilds beacon, the first
§0—ten tons of dried apricots. can-  report went from Big Easy 103 fo
ned a , cement and roofing lhof AlF . Pifty minutes
Daper. out of Pulda, the again called
“We're ready to roll” said the in. The city was utterly invisible
. pilot b ok a overcast, but we were

Pilot. co- engineer Tempelhof

formed complicated ritusl of that the ceiling now m"vf”-:
starting engines warming and visibility was “sbout to the
them up. The blg atrplane lumbered way” A moment

way. i3
ly three minutes 03 3
betore Again the trio in the cockpit got
serious business. The aiti-

Capt. 2

cleared for Tempelhof at 6000 feet, Tem ig Easy 108
standand departure. Youre No. 3 Over Tempelhof rangs st 3800
to take off.” 4 minutes  Tempelh with an

the plane across way ~Order to “go over to figsaw.” which
l'n::d roared !n:“uu alr, the final mwl orders

came Easy 103 cleared trol spprosch eom-
for rolling g ' trolter,
CLEARED FOR TAKEOFF SERIOUS BUSINESS %
“Roger.” said the pilot. and tn the radar scops in his inshru-
what seemed no more than a few ment-packed traller, the GOA eon-
seconds the big plane was afr- troller, by some
borne and totally envelopdd in the magic, found the little blip that was
chill gray hase. Por ten minutes Big Easy 103. The heavy-lsden O-
the trio in the cockpit worked with 54 was sent the ~ controller
conoentrated precision, flying the sround thres of & small
prescribed three sides of & rec- square and at last commanded:

. tangular that would bring “Big Easy 103 on No. 13 bescon—
Big Easy 103 into the flight path to  No. 13 bescon—for yowr final ap-
Berlin. proach. Now go over %o final eon-
Then tum into the flight troller” And in an tnstant, the
path was made. We were above the wonderfully ecalm and soothing
clouds now. between the pale sun- Voice of the final controller, who
Dy blus of the Winter sky sbove guides every airplane to the ground
and the serral brilliantly it ex- in bad weather, began on’ the radio.
plnn.af':::'mlbeb" 'nuh“nulou.mrmbc
. -

la'ml-u !lwuundl heading degrees.” The pllot

dv.hn-usnmnm

e Times concludes it the dlelu.m “If we be-
[ belleve

anomalios
huew

vunui prayed

among
or to overthrow thelr

American republics hould certalnly agree
ffective measures to safegua:

spects to the press by doing s cruel.

rlmz is one Christmas present
that diplomatic Wu.hmmn fer-

meu would bt weneral n]nh:m'
the diplomats who must

Marquis Childs

Chrlstmas Gift

WASHINGTON m'mhwwﬂd
mmn to the International 00-0:’:
r
yed for gt this gift could ative Alliance.
year. At s recent press sonference
President Truman declared that
cartels would never be

cope with the ins and outa of Germ: s %0 long a5 he was
American policy President. But the capable com-
This gift would be & clear and Misslon sent to Germany by Secre-

Al

lic, and to n his majority But both the Btate Department and The New
In’the Presidential siections . The present. trend 1o York Times would do far mors to discoursge revolu- sgain,
yrard milliary dictatorshipe in the Americas & n 50 tions and milltary in the Americas by Blatw intended 1o follow  The truth i that withows s frm
part due to the precedent created by the suc- & return to those earller and pol- not ly di the poliey resolutely laid down from the
R R T R e e 2 o e en u Sk
can 3
against United States pressure. and improve education, nutrition and -.nn-um an b"‘"‘" would mean & determinat x".’:mm:: p-l.m =n--'
SAME MEDICINE PRESCRIBED by calling for the Imposition on les of Latin 37 President Truman lo meke mre o ihis has gone mech further
Although our tnterventionist policies have proved  Amarics of our own S, roaisant poliey was sArTied it s estry
@isastrous, we are now asked to that the re-  emment  Neither dem The i
medy for the evils brought about by these Dolices unity' will be advanced by an attempt to set up & Busiost of all the Germany pol-
Wwill be & larger dose of the same medicine. supra-savereign power tn the loy-makers fs Under Searviasy of
Ignoring the demonstrated sterility of non-rec- the Amy Willam R Drsper Jr.
ognition as compared with the benefits from  suspected ing Draper, who has given every evi-
o teodly ccunal Gut ean be Sflwd by ozar  Biaroal paliica) Ma af 1ha ier American fiaas. iy 3 Smce 1hal e wetlive b riece
gl it irsc - :‘:"“ Shannde rensia Froey atstancy, e Bt ind at e Job_intensively in close Lal-
oo ted the o tion of ¢ U ¢ N uu Amerklru have apparent son with Gen. Clay.
b s Rl I“I“:Lh h o uote, Unquote to an international rom These are gloomy thoughts for
e e e o Tloott] That woutd Gxarciae top sape: this season of the year. But it must
Synical dogmi courkeel tng AL for how to judge o duck-calling contest. Y over the German mansgement of be resiized that o7 are e
: same way armer foun t horse.  the Ruhr thoughts of the a
What are the facts? The Estrada Doctrine Was  go juy imagined he was a horse and went whers According to current report. this mats who watch &‘um.xf
conceived as & safeguard against our own practice N he'q go if he e pboee Sure snough. thers was been brought about with st tion of U. 8. policy.
former years of withholding recognition from s de the 4 You:just lmagine youre s duck and pick  least the taclt support of the State At one time oconsideration was
facto government as & leverage to secure political of oyt the eall l)ul sounds duckiest to you—Crewley  Dept. It means that the General given o naming & special assistant
economic concessions. The doctrine eliminates the (L4 gignal. . Clay-Pentegon policy of turning to the President to advise him on
opportunity for the exarcise of such pressure by the Ruhr industrial complex back policy. That proposal bes
providing for a continulty of relations even if a new Polit speaking. & man should be able % to German direction snd now been put aside, since % wes
t to power through fo ft change his mind as 4 Teadily us he doss s shir . overruled. foared 1t would lead %o rivalry sed
also envisages severance of diplomatic relstions and for the same reason.—Quitman (Gs.) Free Press. Public opinion i thi country controversy. That might have besm
should American governmenta. ividu- undoubtedly played s part. There trus. But the faot remaing fhat
ally or collectively, decide that the policies of that man wlornqum was & strong ro- & new and positive spproach
the - professor. nmhahuu . brother, huu the discredited past 10 au- essential I the year to come and
ere—Resncks (Va) Times. thority. A lively snd positive m-  afterward.

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round
WASHINGTON

A)ﬂ‘ONIO BERMUDEZ. President Aleman's top ofl ad-
has informed the State Dept. that he will “pub-
lely any news regal negotiations,
now in progress. for an ofl agreement between the United
States and Mexico.
However, 1t 1s nonetheless a fact that both the State
Am interests—chiefly the

additional of] Mexico can sell us.

Bo far, the have been stymied by two fac-
tors. One s the refusal oil companies to invest
further capftal in Mexico sssured by Aleman
of legal on agal ure confiacation.

tion under Mexican management.

Christmas Junkeg
Au. this explains why President Aleman has sent his own
\ private airplane to Wasningion o carrs back Rep. Bob
hio. Crosser's daughter. son-in
dﬂhﬂdm on & Chﬂl!mll vacation funke
—all at Aleman’
‘What the President of Mexioo knows f that Congresman
o

U. S.-Mexico May Reopen Oil Negotiatl

vacation nm::wuem-muum.v Layton, emu
the Interstate & Comm¢ Committes.
and Lieut Col. and Mrs. John ueyvr Col. Meyer h an Alx
h-n-e- liaison officer on c-p:mx HL

Muxcs Tor e Coanion of nm.p-.-muu refineries and

pipelines, with the understanding that American companies

will be permitted 10 drill in Mexico on & limited scale and

with i & inst confiscation. Also, Mexican

ol rxporis to the United States would be sold througn
Mexican Government monopoly.

Mass Suicide In Shanghai

said little about—the fate of their White Russian cous!
who were swallowed up by the Chinese Reds In Manchuria.
Hysterically the White R

and disappeared behind the

oilllions. They have no coun-
try to turn to, no embassy to protect them. Their omly
vﬂclﬂlu bl =

ThevDew- Drop

Snumum'm-m.r&nmm

atrplane supposedly bullt for
h-n about euncludad that airplane doesn’t pay.
Gen. Host 8. Vandenberg. nephew of Senator from

Michican and chief of the Alr PForce. Democratic
. Sen. Joe O'Mal and Senators-Elect Clinton Anderson

honor of Vice-President-Elect Alben Barkley.
Dew-Drop landed in & snowstorm & tmnﬂ.b!.
ind an Alr Porce staff car qot o bogged down ko
the VIP's grabbed their suiteases and weded

the’ sow om fomk.
Afer

dinner four hours and
e -.ofm_?‘r‘;. o abplane e, ey
on .
have arrived two hows cssliex
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