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A TIGHTER LAW ON ‘GOOF BALLS’

LONG the hot. dry south coast of
Puerto Rico. during sugar cane season,
the jibaros sit around in the comparative
eool of the evening and sip a concoction
made of fermented cane julce which is af-
fectionately known as canita, a deceptively
mild monicker which doesn't begin to hint
of the explosive content of the beverage.
1In the desert mountain region of Mexico,
the peones tap the maguey plant, drain off
the fluid, and put it aside until it ferments.
Then they have a refreshment which they
eall pulque, but which Is considerably
closer to a liquid atomic bomb than =
€rink
h North Carolina, lpng famed for its
made from combining wood al-
eonol with some innocent soft drink, the
newest fad has been the “goof ball” jag. &
fast. cheap way of going crazy by imbib-
ing a small amount of some legal intox-
icant and topping it off with a sleeping pill
©r some other derivative of barbituric acid.
Al over the world men have put their
ingenuity to work to convert seemingly
harmless, often beneficient, liquids or
@rugs to their own devilish purposes, and
the tragic results run distressingly true to
form. The ffbaro starts waving his knife,

the peon starts waving his muhak and
the Tar Heel starts waving his gui

Young Ray Aldridge of Ouumll who
tattled it out with the cops the other Bun-
day afternoon, killing one of the officers
and wounding five other people, sald he
had taken a “goof ball” after drinking beer
and didn't recollect what happened there-
after.

It wasn't the first such incldent, but #t
was the most spectacular, and drew the
attention of the public to the fact that
N. C. laws governing the sale of such drugs
obviously are too lax. The State Board of
Pharmacy was under the impression that
previous legislation covered the question,
but discovered during the Aldridge Investi-
gation that the law does not include vari-
ous derivatives of barbituric acld, sleeping
tablets and the like, sold under different
trade names.

The State Board has announced it will
ask the next General Assembly to amend
the act to eliminate such loopholes and re-
quire a doctor’s prescription for the sale of
any of the barbituric acld drugs and de-
rivatives. The tighter law may not entirely
end this latest fad, but it will help, and
the General Assembly should act without
undue delay.

STATES RIGHTS—AND RESPONSIBILITIES

EORGIA'S Herman Talmadge, who
wears dark sults, smokes long cigars
and speaks In a quiet volce, Introduced,
and succeeded in having passed, another
eivil rights protest at the Southern Gov-
ernors’ Conference in Savannah, Ga., last
week: bubit was so much like the familiar
eampaign speeches of his cousin, Strom
Thurmond. that it scarcely spread a ripple
in the national press.

Word comes from Savannah that several
Bouthern Governors, including those of
North Carolina and Alabama, balked 'de-
terminedly against reiterating what has
been said many times before. Furthermore,
there was sentiment expressed for a posi-
tive approach to the civil rights question—
an attitude noticeably lacking in most
former states of the Southern Confederacy.

‘The positive approach quletly mentioned
in Savannsh has as much merit as any.

It would call on the Legislatures of the
Southern states to make haste in abolish-
ing the poll tax as a for vot-

backs when white men lynch black men.
‘What can the South expect when it falls
to tidy up its own house? It can expect
just what seems to be on the verge of hap-
pening: Federal intervention.

In the opinion of many Southerners the
states of the former Confederacy could do
few things more indicative of their desire
to assume full civil rights responsibilities
than to push State action on these two
controversial issues. North Carolina, in-
cldentally, outlawed the poll tax as a vot-
ing qualification in the early 'twenties, and
the sky didn't fall. More recently North
Carolina’s chief executive took strong ac-
tion in hunting down perpetrators of lynch
violence. Virginia's Legislature expects to
consider revising its. poll tax structure at
Its next meeting.

The case for states’ rights, which has
been argued brilliantly on constitutional
grounds by such competent attorneys as
Senator Stennis of Mississippl, falls on
deaf when outside observers note that

practices

ing. It would ask them to strengthen anti-
Ivnching laws. For years on end the South
has asked the natlon to let it handle .its
own affairs — but, in some instances, there
has been little evidence that certaln states
in the South intend to handle them cour-
ageously. *

These two issues — poll tax and lynching
—make up a vital part of the legislation
now pending In Congress which would
spread a net of Federal control over the
Bouth. Yet many Southern states—whose
leaders flall the alr agalnst outside inter-
vention—still require their citizens to pay
& tax before voting and quletly turn their

like the poll tax
still receive the South's silent approval.

State legislative action would show this
reglon’s sincerity about its argument for
State rather than Federal control. It would
also reveal — if it is true — that the South
does not hide the race issue behind the
golden shield of the states’ rights principle.
Up to this time outsiders have seen ample
evidence to make them belleve such ac-
cusations.

United action by Southern Legislatures
in January could give the South a sweep-
ing moral victory and a strong arguing
point for the eonunulnl validity of the
states' rights cause.

SANTA IS A DISPLACED PERSON

the attle off-limits because of

what the lady of the house stores

there this time of the year and with the

shelves iIn the closet dark plateaus of mys-

tery, ‘twould seem that Saint Nick is still
going strong hereabouts.

But in Berlin Mother doesn't much care
whether you look In the attic or not- And
the closet 1s another compartment of the
house that is too cold because there is not
enough fuel to heat it. Kris Kringle, for
Berliners this year, is just another dis-
placed person.

And poverty (of which there Is much) is
not the only reason young Hans and Fried-
rich will have a skimpy Christmas morn-
ing. The air lift can carry only so much;
most of the space In the planes will have
to be devoted to food and fuel. Toys from
Frankfurt and goodles from Bremen aren't
necessities — not even on Christmas morn-
ing.

Perhaps the kids in Berlin dre wis
enough to wonder what manner of men
these -Russians and Americans are that

From The Durham Herald

they would keep Banta out of Berlin. Well,
what kind are we? They deserve an an-
swer. 4

Can we QJI them they can't have Christ-
mas becayfe thelr parents once decided to
conquer world? Can we explain that
the necessities of a new cold war preclude
a celebration of the birth of Christ? Or can
we say, “It’s all the fault of the Russians”,
and let it go at that?

Perhaps it i3 “all the fault of the Rus-
sians”. But Christmas, more than any-
thing else, should be removed from nation-
alism. Responsibility for the plight of the
Chinese children, hungry and harried be-
tween armies, for England’s “austerity”,
for_turmoll in Italy, pain in France, {s not
solely Russia’s, not ours—it is the respon-
sibllity of all mankind.

We can tell Berlin's thlldnn that they
will have no Christmas because men are
selfish nations are

same fallible' humanity. ‘They will hear but,
being children, they will not understand.

THE ALCOHOLISM PROBLEM 5

'HE Commonwealth of Virginia seems to
be leading the nation Ia doing some-

thing about the problem of acute alcohol- '

ism. There the matter has been branded
properly as a disease.

This year Virginia is spending 3100.00‘0
from its general fund to maintain in-pi
tient and out-patient alcohol clinics at the
Medical College of Virginia Hospital in
Richmond, to establish other clinics around

ognized the problem of alcoholism as &
serios one, and that in these thirteen
states something material s being done.

Some of the States are attempting to in-
vestigate causes of alcoholism. Others are
studying methods of treatment. 8till others
are surveying facilities for treatment and

even

for such rehabilitation. In some states iso-
lated clinics and hospitals for the special
treatment of ajcoholics have been put into

the state. and to provide money for re-
search, p and meas-
ures. .

‘Twelve other States In the Unlon in va-
rying degree have tackled the problem
through their State Legislatures. Mark it
down that North Carolina is not in this
high company. The olher States are Ala-
‘bam:

In almost all of these states pro-
grams of education emphasizing slcohol-
ism as a disease have been promoted.

North Carolina, proud of its progressive
approach to so many of its problems, needs
to alert itself to the needs. There are many

ma
setts, Mississipp!, Nebrun, New Hamp-
shire, New Jersey, Oregon, Pennsylvania,
Utah and Wisconsin.

The legislation provided for these states
s also exceedingly varied. But all of the
eoncern evidences that some one has rec-

‘ ) 1

Durham for example,
where such programs might be started by
recognized agencles. From these could
grow the urge on the part of the entire
state to assume its responsibility. Here is
another item for the soming Géneral As-
sembly. ~

‘O Come All Ye Faithful’’

People’s Platform

weagocw
PoSipav-Saar =24

Good Times At Barium Springs

BARIUM SPRINGS

that Dec. 25 is a big day any-

where and where a lot of children are congregated
it is just that much bigger day. Well s0 many
things have happened at Barium Springs recently
that Dec. 25 will have 1o be & super day to match

To begin with on the night of Dec. 16 the boys
at Davidson threw a party for 175 Barium Springs
Children. The fraternities and, the non-fraternity
gous The bisses took off from
. Bartum sbout 7 otclock In the evening and they
Tonded at Davidson aboat 30 minutes Jater. There the
diterent groups were met by boss who ecorted the
young to the fraternity houses or wherever th
D eertmined. e have endeavored 1o find
iy ;un what happened but ve are anewcred by so
“Oh mys” a good time”, that we
Toow et the. chilaren who went to Davidson for

entire year
as that particular party. The

certainly know what it takes
to give & youngster a good time.

‘The other big event at Barium was the “Give To”
Christmas tre¢ which took nlace m\ the night of
Dec. l’l This “Give To" Christmas tree s just an
hour Sollification. It takes nhce in the bR
l.n.lnt rocm at Barfum and the neighborhood joins in

3 the

and then to the accompanimen
mas carols and any other music that strikes thelt
fancy nﬂybodv makes an n"tﬂnl nd hlnll .
fore Christmas the

ares l.l hmllilm 1";! the
r W e e:
bﬂuu o thers - we know of Mr. Lnu -bum
wmlk.-dﬂ]hrdonvl\lhofnhlo!
amount contributed this year is Lhe largest
was earned by
Taking the leaves
off the campus made everything look neater:
cows at the dairy barn enjoved it because the leaves
o used for bedding there. and maybe they man-
ed to produce a few extra gallcns of milk to help
-lm the occasion.

Christmas tree *his vear -Am all fts du:orl-
unmvtusuylnmalnmgmm ugh the holl-
days to remind us that we are :ouu to m twice
l.l ‘much enjoyment out of the things that are given

us because we started things off by giving t0
mbuay else.
two events, the Davidson party and the
~Give 'ro" Christmas tree insugurated the boliday
seazon at Barium 8p:

J. B. JORNSTON. Superintendent.

Maguxines Benefit From Subsidy
WASHINGTON
Editors. Tz Nrw!
HAVE noted your editorial in your anniversar:
1ssue: “End Postal Subsidies.”
)¢ main, newspapers do not profit’ from
present interpretation of postal laws or from what

Drew Pearson’s

T am sure was the real intent of Congress more than
100 years ago when they enacted laws making it
unlawful for mall matter o be carried by
express over ny post rcute See my monograph

e American Postoffice.” printed as Senate Doc
542 (1910).

True, T believe papers are yet carried by mail free
of charge for postage in the county of publication.
but rural free delivery service now so Alsregards
stunty Uines that few. If anv publishers could afford

separate their mailings 80 as to uch allow-
Mhce. " Your bulk deliveries which 0 1 your new
agenta are usually delivered by vour own trucks, whieh
is clearly warranted under the law

This practice however, does not cbtain with
Tespect to the vast tannage of the great magazine
They enter thelr publications as mail-m: the
second class. and zend out by mall their un:k <opy
or subscription portion. highly expensive
postal service, as It has to be handled many umes
before it reaches the subscriber, while their heavy
bulk output Is delivered to dealers through the means

private express. or other private means. and. At &
Tate of charge less than postal rates This is all in
plain violation of the intent of Congress as originally
contemplated and results in a subsidy for the great
magazines. while at the same time it Is an unfair
advantage in their favor as acainst the smaller
magazines not having a newstund demand

h the same situation exists s respects 1
considerable volume of parcel post n-ml Here, as with
the large volume output of some 100
publishers, express competition takes the less expen-
sive-to-handle portion of such mailable matter at
less than postage rates, leaving the more expensive to
the postal service These Items and permissive
uncune undoubtediy accounts for much of the half-

lon postal defic!

An enmlnmon of the debates and Feports upon
the subject of private competition in the carriage of
matlable matter, which were extensive something

that it was the
Intention of Congress to give Office n
monopoly in the carrlage of mallable matter over
post routes. with certain minor exceptions They
forbade such carriage other than by mail of snv
“letter or packet” An early Postmaster Genera:
asked that “packets” be limited ta four pounds. which
was done and so remained until the nassage of the
Parcel Post Act In 1912 The Post Office is A con-
stitutional monopaly. to be held within such dmits
v Congress shall fix. Within thoee limits we thoula
not permit Ita rightful revenues to be siphoned off
to the advantage of ble magazines.

NATHAN BOONE WILLIAMS.

Quote, Unquote .

ocal cmmle were slightlv embarrassed & few
nij nu ago. while they were entertaining at dinner
!udd!nly & volce was heard from a five-year-old up-

ommy. there’s only clean towels In the
bathroom  Shall I start one’"—Fernandina (Fla.)
News-Leader.

peaking of all-purpose animals, a Savannan
policeman ataged holdups at night and then tried to
eatch himself next day.—Memphls (Tenn.) Commer-
clal-Appeal.

Marquis Childs

Another Perspective

WASHINGTON

‘Hl‘ human drama of the Hisms-

bers case is of & magni-

luﬂt and a kind it dwarts the

puny professional theater of tha

present day. It 1a the tragedy of our

time — the tragedy of the loat In-

uuuetu-l in desperate search of
certitude

Tt seems to me important to try

o unamnna the terms of this dra-

A great deal depends, of
;m the angle from which sou view
t

ngt this would Include

the members of the
House Un-American Activities Com-
mittee. the indictment of Alger Hiss
Is but another step in proving the
existence of a widespread Commu-

Mist plot within the gove: nt.
These sme pecple link that Mot
directly to the New Deal.

Hiss, therefore, becomes & para-
mount exhibit. Those on the Un-
American committee who accuse the

Dept. of Justice of trylng to sup-
believe the motive

was to shield the New t

person of Hi

THE NEW DI

Hiss had typified what is ordl-
narily meant by the phrase New
Dealer. Out of Harvard Law School,
one of the top two or three men in
his class, he became a law clerk to
the late Justice Oliver Wendell
Holmes That was the accolade of
the liheral voung man out of Har-

ard. to be taken under the wing of
the great Holmes who was then, In
1930. nearing the end of his career.

jepressionyears, Hiss
was with one of the big law firms
in New York Then with the begin-
ning of the Roosevelt administra-
tion he came to Washington and

government agency or another.
This brilllant and attractive young

Joseph & Stewart Alsop

A Redl

WASHINGTON
PROPOSAL which involves
highly explosive issues is now
being anxiously debated in the
White House. It i proposed that
President Truman recommend to
Congress legislation to permit the
government to construct, own and
operate steel plants in order to
overcome the desperate ateel short-
Rge.
Most sensible people have long
since written off the word “socl
istlc” as_meaningless nonsense,

man, who might very easily have

been making $25,000 or 3

ym-nhnu-ultml.uummu
™, was

rporation lawyes
hlmllll to the wbllc good. Tha
how most of his friends and asso-

They rec
dictment. with
and genuine grief. That is the other

tive from which this drama
can be viewed

Most of Hiss' former assoclates

eived the news of his in-
shock and

and friends are no longer in

ual incomes
-New York law

New Deal and was one of the ears
nest architecta of the program of

hlv: done such a thing.

te Dept. documents now released
nhmv affinity with the
of &

Chamberlain
policy of ing Germany which
s in turn based on the helief that

Wolf

finally, if the steel men refused fo
g0 along (which most of the
corporations almost nrulnly
would) the government ’
permitted to bulld snd operats t.h-
plants itself.

(Ilen';l“!‘i in lm:‘!-.l!

terms, this proposal many
degrees to the left of anything
ever submitted to in peace

deal with the steel shortage has &
zood deal of support. not oaly tn

simply because in
this country have for so long been
m lm habit of using the word to
any easure which they
dhllked But the-plain fact is that,
approves this proposal,

me criers of “wolf, wolf" will actu-
about,
rather

its uulu or merits, legislation per-

mi ¢ government. awnership
and opermon of plants in
basle sector of the economy does
sctally have  genuinely - socialist
overtone:

The chiet sparkplug behind the
move is young Assistant Secretary
ot he” Thierser " Glrard. Davidson,
who has been fighting a running

battle with the great steel com-
panies. Davidson has the backing of
his boss. Julius Krug, and the en-
thustastic. all-out support of the
United Automobile Workers' Walter
Reuther and the C10's Philip Mur-

"The line- -up within the Admin;
istration has not yet lelled David-
son’s matural allies would be the
President’s most mﬂuznuu liberal
advisers, his counsel, Clark Clif-

d eyserling. vice-

nomic Advisers.
have been considering and debating
the proposal. but they have not
yet fully made up their rrumﬂ
Neither has President Trum:
Davidson and his allies detend
the measure on strictly practical
than grounds.

Ideological

pression.” and are therefore refus-
ing to"expand steel cavaeity suffl
to meet the needs of defense
full employment _economy.
ead off further inflation.
The steel shortage is ten million
tons s year, and the much-adver-
tised expansion program of the
steel industry, according to its gov-
ernment critics, -aaly_provides for
an increased capaclty of
inadequate million tons l
PRESSING NEED
The Davidson group is therefore
pressing the White House to ask
Congress for authorization to take
the following steps: Pirst. the steel
men would be told how much steel
the country needs. Then the steel
rations would be offered Re-
construction Finance Corp. loans
to bulld the necessary plags. And

_middle-of-the-roader,

the
-na even among mma businesy

n-lrll.:uL.ﬂy from those

been listening to the bmor ‘walls of

the l.m.lll business men who cannot
eel

could be to go
along anything so a8 -
the David--

instinctive horror from the sort of
government action now being dis-
cussed. m: Davidson has actually
received & number of letters
big and lﬂun business men warmly
commending his stand against the
steel companies, simply becsuse
many businesses are in desperatd
l(rT'll‘u for lack of steel.
e

i

President

will

as far as Davidson and his labor
backers want. It is more likely that
Truman will ask for mandatory al-
location powers, and some sort of
Incentive device to increase steel
production unau private ownership
and managem

Vet the fact That s far-reaching
a proposal is now being seriously
discussed in the White House is in
itself d significant. It 10 &
measure, for one thing, of the new
influence in the Administration of
laber and the left. More funda-

a case. Clearly,
before Congress to
and it will have to be &
vincing case.

Merry-Go-Round

DYIAIIJG Maury Maverick, the ex-Congressman from Ban
Antonio, revisited his old Washington haunts the other
day and in the course of things called on President Truman.

Maverick nnt hw' 'mu-nm -m the latter came to
the Congress, & rienced Senator from Mis-
souri. Last veek he. ulkm Lo the President in the same blunt
way he talked to him in 1934.

WAHINGTON

“Mr. President.” sald Maury, “you're a big shot now. You
used to feel sorry for yourlrll but you've been re-elected
under your own steam and no! \mlna of being sorry for

yourself, we want you to be sorry for us.”
“Maury.” replied the President. “I'm just an humbie

“No, you're not.” countered the Tesan. "You Te & big shot
and you've got to do somef for people. You've
u give us & great sdministration. Ha' about starting off
mﬂu out some of thu- genet
lhnlull. used the President.
had his

kldnl!
That was x1 Maverick oould old gt out of Mr. Truman about
the military men who play such tmportant part in his
administration.

“He's just

Real Estate Lobby's Latest Move

IDENT TRUMAN would be interested In a letter

which his top Economic Council housing adviser. Robin-

son Newcomb, has just received from the head of the real
estate Jobby.

Written by Herbert U. Nelson. yioe-prestdent. of toe
National Anoelnion of Real Erta the letter Te-
veals haw louay pluu to mnn the Pruldznll public

u\ulnl program in Chummily addressea
Dear Robble. it may b iiEnificant. that ~Robble” ia the man
tnaide the President’s Economic Councll who recently pro-
posed & 18 lp-rom:mummuum- nation.

. lobbylst Nelson makes the amaxing e
lobby never did anything to defeat puhlh

'

Real Estate Lobby Plots Further Moves

program & mmunm\mummm
everybodv can be f

Truman Advice To Senator

housing in the last Congress.

“The present public housing program
from every point of view and ought to be -b-ndmmd 5 Nelson
“Nobody can pretend it is serving, or ever will

contended.
serve, those who need it. Tt has become merely a job-holding

AVVY, young Serator-elect Lyndon Johnson of Texas
bureaucracy. A e t the White House the other day and gave the

do want to get rid of this foolish talk about the rea!

! President a graphic picture of flood control and public powere
estate lobby

Of course. it is all nonsense. We have neve.  operations in Texas. In return. he received some Presidential
asked anything for ourselve advice an how to be good a3 & ‘Senator.
To defeat the Taft-Ellender-Wagner public housing biit ) make

d slum clearance, Nelwor.

Federal Government haring & blg part of the Cost, but having
ne volce In the administration.

’ ’

Lobby’s Counter-Offensive
ELSON makes 1t clear that the real estate | it
“program” administered by state and loul lulhoﬂ!m

which real estate interests can control. rather than

eral housing suthorities, subject to the President and Con

RTess

help you. but don't count on it.
committees for which you are best fitted and where you.can
perxnm the greatest service. Never miss a committee meet-

Like a general who has the enemy at bay. but wants to m Congress. Electric power the four exist-
be conciliatory In his “surrender” terms. Nelson adds this :":W):::m‘- This s state bond e, wil e aew
tupposed subtle touch: ol

It s serfoush worthwhile for the Adminitration 1o glve py,0 zaa bows to no.othar stals fn the denibment of
thoughtful consideration to this (the lobby's) program Lot '

son. “But there ls still much to be Mr. President,

No one needs to lote face If we will think about the problem out of every four gallons of Texas l"l\lﬂll" run unused Into
19°he duived ‘ the Qulf of Mexico. Think of the lost power potential. Why,
h you would taik to Leon Keyserling (Economic t's like milking a cow and allowing lh.r!e quarts to fall on
Council member) about this matter. He is an able man, DUl  the cround to one n the buckel.”

T recognize that some pride of authorshin In connection with The long-shanked. energetic Texan added that he
the present (Taft-Ellender-Wagner) public housing profram  wouldn't rest untll “the soll-conservation program covered
might make it difficult for him lo change. every acre of land and thege ia tood eontrol, electric power

“If you think 1 should do s, T want to falk 1o him a8  and Irrigation projects on Trery river 1o Teas"
well a5 you, to §0 into the detalls of this great (the lobby's) “I'm all for you,” replied Trumaa.



