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MIDNIGHT MAGISTRATE

T HAS been clear for a long time that
the creaky magistrate system i3 both

out-of-date and productive of gross mis-
conduct in office, but the ugly state of af-
fairs turned up this week by the Grand
Jury is about the most damaging in-
dictment of the system we have yet seen
in North Carolina.

‘When the Sheriff of Mecklenburg Coun-
ty. acting on the request of Solicitor Basil
‘Whitener, stepped In and seized the rec-
ords of Magistrate J. 8. Turner last week,
he put a quick stop to what the Grand
Jury termed a “kangaroo court” which was

humming along merrily, taxing alleged of- -

fenders with court costs for offenses over
which Magistrate Turner had no ]umdlc-
tion whatsoever.

The Grand Jury also lifted an eyebrow
at the law enforcement of four constables,
who were nabbing the unsuspecting citi-
zens, hauling them out of private homes,
and rushing them before Magistrate Tur-
mer in the late hours of the evening.

UT THE jury reserved its most stinging

language for the Justice of the Peace

whe was presiding over these midnight

hearings. “Reprehensible.” the jury termed

his methods, adding they had all the ear-
marks of “fee grabbing.”

What happened was that on October 23,
1948, seven months after he conducted his
first hearing, Magistrate Turner and the
four uonmblu stumbled upon what looked
like 2. little The

resting officer, and $2 for the police re-
tirement fund. But most of the receipts
shown to 8olicitor Whitener were for $12,
which would indicate that more than one
constable received a $2.50 fee for his eve-
ning’s work.

(Of the 70 gambling warrants, Con-
stable E. J. McKnight appeared on 68 of
them, Constable T. A. Wynne on 67 of
them, Constable J. H. Dean on 54, and
Constable J. G. Green on 47. That's an av-
erage of almost 3.4 constables per
warrant.)

But the investigation turned up other
information. In addition to trying gam-
bling and speeding cases over which he
had no jurisdiction, Magistrate Turner was
delinquent in filing his reports as required
by law On December, he reported 27 cases
in which he had collected the $2 for the
officers’ retirement fund. But four days
after the Grand Jury Investigation was
started, he hurried in with another re-
port showing 52 more cases in October and
November, representing $104, which he
had falled to turn in on December 6. Fur-
thermore, the Grand Jury found that Mag-
Istrate Turner was some $184 behind in the
payment of his jall fees to the County.

e e e

HIS, of course, is just one isolated case.
But through the years, there have been
many similar instances. For Instance, the
1947 General Assembly deliberately re-
moved rpezdlng from the jurisdiction of
to stop the profitable “speed

eonmhlu would roam the darkened
streets of the Negro areas and peep

traps” which were flourishing all over the
state, with a constable and a magistrate

the windows of private homes in _dividing the fees involved.

an effort to spot card games. Then, they
would rush in and nab the participants,
and haul them unceremoniously before
Magistrate Turner. There, without benefit
of bond or without being advised they were
entitled to counsel, the defendants paid
the costs, got a receipt, and left, sadder
but wiser.

But some of them declded to complain to
Solicitor Whitener. And the investigation
which he and Attorney Gatling launched
uncovered the amazing story.

Having found the gold mine, Mags-
trate Turner and the constables yorked
#t strenuously, the Grand Jury report
showed. In the five weeks between October
23 and November 28, exactly 70 persons,
all of them Negroes, were tried on charges
of gambling, and all paid the court costs.
And in not one of these cases did Jaypee
‘Turner have legal jurisdiction.

Questionable, too, was the size of the
costs. According to the law, the normal
eourt cost for such a thing would be $7—
$250 for the magistrate, $2.50 for one ar-

STILL A PACE SETTER

AST WEEK the United States Bureau of
of Internal Revenue placed those long
envelopes in the mail telling all about in<

come taxes, and citizens everywhere knew

that Christmas, year's end and big bill-
paying time are hard upon us.

The bills not only seem larger every
year; they are larger—and especially in
the sixteen states lying in the Southern
part of the nation. A larger bill means two
things — (1) citizens of the South are
making moxe money than ever before and
(2) the cost of governing a sprawling na-
tion grows and grows.

Just how much more the South made
last year than, say, fourteen years ago in’
dismal 1934, shows up In some statistics
about tax paying released by the Treasury
Department. They reveal not how the
Bouth stacks up with the rest of the nation
but how Southern states rate among them-
selves in income.

North Carolintans will be interested to
know that Texas succeeded North Caro~
lina as the Number One t: ying state

But it is such<a flagrant case it would
appear imperative for thé Solicitor and the
Grand Jury to continue the investigation
into the whole magistrate-constable sys-
tem In this county in an effort to bring
order out of chaos and eliminate any mis-
conduct or malpractice.

The system is a hang-over from the old
days when the nearest judge might be a
day's wagon ride away— It was necessary

Jonah And The l.led Whale

|

Co ngress Will D:g Into Problem

(From Cengressional Quarterly)
WASHINGTON
[E country’s multibillion-dollar program of foreign
headed for a full-dress 1eview next January
Congress will give it & searching
Anhur H Vandenberg (R-Mich),
chairman nate Porelgn Relations and RA
Dacker of the Marsnal) P'an. has said 1949 wil e tha
& “critical

mmn(

‘European Aid Program Stirs Debate

fledged report on ks operations | ECA will uk. prob-
ably mn sepaate requests. for $12 billion to cover &
deficit for the last thres months of this fiscal year
and for a second-year fund to cover operations for
the twelve months beginning July 1.

What this second-year request will be has not
been announced, but “best avallable estimates” have
been that ECA will seek $4.5 billion, or about
million less than lnpl’opnued for the first year,

time for

survey of all the “liabilities.”
men have been critical of various aspects
gram. including a reported drag In the accumulation
by the United States of strategic materials regarded as
required for American defense

id, however. that the aid pro-

Other GOP Congress-
of the pro-

then to have and

in each community so lhlt the law might
be enforced until such time as a circult
judge made his rounds. Today there re-
malns no excuse for them. They are not
trained for their work, they are not ade-
quately supervised. and they duplicate the
work of our regularly established courts
and law enforcement agencles. The Gen-
eral Assembly has been peculiarly reluc-
tant to put before the voters an amend-
ment which would abolish the system. But
& few fnore disclosures like this one will
bulld enough public sentiment so that
the wﬂltun will have to act.

She was fifth in 1934, sixth in 1940 and
first in 1948.

North Carolina runs a good second. Her
nearest rival is Maryland ($1,148315.000)
which moved from sixth place in 1934 to
third In 1948. Next comes Missouri fol-
lowed, in order, by Kentucky, Virginia,
Georgia, Florida, Oklahoma, Tennessee,
Louisiana, Alabama, West "Virginia, South
Carolina, Arkansas and Mississippl.

Some wise statisticlan )points out that
statistics can prove anything, and these
probably aren’t any exception. They say
nothing about the spiritual contentment
and happiness all this money brought the
South during 1948 or whether there was
more of it in Mississippl (the poorest state)
than in Texas (the richest).

But the figures do show that North Car-
olina remains among the pace-setters of
the South in income — and this is a good
thing. Florida with her tourists, Georgia
with her Talmadges and Tennessee with
her fissued atoms at Oak Ridge improved

in the South ‘during 1948 (Texas: $1285-
122000, N. C.: $1,238,661,000). North Caro-
Mna held the Number One spot in the
South many years, Indicating her early
leadership in Industrialization and her in-
come from the golden money crop, tobacco.
Now, it appears, booming oil wells, cattle

their but they still ran a good
distance behind the Old North State which
continued to show its usual over-all im-
provement through the years.

Post-war developments, however, offer
no assurance that we can hold the top-
rung spot we now occupy. A great stirring
is abroad in the South, and North Carolina

n this

ralsing and have
sent Texas on a money-producing spres
, that places her well out front in the South.

From The Greensboro Daily News

aeaion— st put forth every effort to
stay with the leaders

THANKING OUR STARS

URTEEN members of the Greensboro

Astronomy Club gathered in regular
meeting the other night and studied the
stars from the Woman's College observa-
tory. December }s a good time for such
study; although a little frosty for com-
fort, it is nevertheless the month of the
most famous star of all which rested once
upon its rounds so that its rays could
point out a manger in Judea.

But December is & great month for stars
anyway. The most tacular constella-
tions which lay late in Summer are now
up early in full view, doubly burnished
with the cold. Orion the celestial hunter
with his dlamond sword, preceded by the
Plelades and followed by Sirfus the big
dog. holds the center of the stage. Green-
eyed Vega in Lyra and red-eyed Aldebaran
In Taurus are cast In supporting roles.
The Great Dipper swings around the Pole

. while the Milky Way les like a be-.
n!daled ribbn across the breast of night.

We hope the members of the Greens-

boro Astronomy Club will not miss the
stars for thinking about such professional
astonomical brain teasers as transits, azi-
muths, astrolabes, parallaxes, precession of
the equinoxes, and aberration of light.

One of the most practical things a‘man
can do in his life of pin pricks and major
wounds is to pick out a few stars, learn to
know them by name and visit with them
in time of need. Not that we would pat a
star on the head and expect it to come
when we call it. But it is a good thing to
have such constant friends and to know
that no matter what happens Altalr, Rigel,
Betelgeuse, Deneb, Vega, Polaris and the
rest will be right there where they are
supposd to be, brilllant and serene.

Meredith spoke of.them as “the army of
unalterable law.” Voltaire remarked of
them that what stumps atheists is to ex-
plain a clock without presupposing & clock-
maker. Dante emerging from Hell knew
that he was out of it when he saw them:
“Thence issuing we beheld again the
stars.”

4

who saf
“vividly justified"”

gram ha: its existence, foined Sen
Fom Connally (D-Texas). incoming Foreign Relations
chairman. In conference with ECA budgel experts on

procedures for placing appropriation sequests before
the 81st Congress In January

Connally announced it had been sugsested to the
ECA that, before 1t makes its requests, it give & full-

People’s Platform
Right Of Choice Limited

Editors. Tur News
Y E8 Mr. Cooler 1 do think vou are misinterpreting

the news (People’s Platform, Dec. 9.

It is a misinterpretation to accuse efther all | pro
Hhubitionists of insanity or organized labor of being
composed of ex-bootleggers.

Everyone has his right of choice limited In many

WAXHAW

that you wouldn't want man's choice in the consump-
tion of any poison limited

Well, Mr. Cooler you would want the Federal nar-
cotics laws repealed Do they not deny a man’s rights

Lht other narcotics?
Your reasoning would lkewise include prostitu-

Wouldn't It be beticr to have suen coisahish:
ments open and above board? Wouldn't it be muc
better to have brothels under government inspection?
Maybe we could reduce the VD in the country. You
know as long as human nature is as It is we will have
alcohol. narcotics, and prostitution with us  Why not
expand the present ABC et up to take care of all of
the “vices”? They all go together.

The tax money could be used to support the
schools.

While we are collecting our ABC revenue let us
Include a room for “one-armed bandits”. roulette.
cards, dice, and other gambling devics. The reve-
nue obtained may even enablt us (o repeal the sales

x

Where and how many fimes have vou heard
people say. “Prople will drink anyway. It is better
for the State to g=- lhl money lhln to let the boot-
legger have it"? this also apply to any vice
listed above? Any argument that T mave heard fave
oring lexal liquor can aizo be applied to any wew
ness of human u cant accept the idea that
Soclety has the right to permibthe sele and advertising
of a narcotic and then lock D because his
wstem reacts more strongly to that areotic

see it Government control of prostitution is
mre dectrabie to soclety than sociallzed liquor stores.

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

y requests from Mar-
t

shall Plan will u n epared
final requests will not be ready until Spri
ald organization said it will first give Congress “a
set of plans, ms and recommendations” for
the second year of cperations, and thal appropriation
requests will be suomitted later.

ECA Chief Paul Holtman said he will ask Con-
gress to make some changes in the act. but that it is
structurally sound His agency meanwhile was in-
volved in a dispute with the Maritime Gommissi
over a reported ECA plan to revise, as far as “bulk’
cargoes are concerned, a provision that 50 per cent of
the aid shipments be transported in American ships.

The Government wculd then have the m-n:e to study
both prostitution and mwnl aj;
BERT W. BALDWIN.

Suspicions Of Reform
(Charleston (8.C.) News & Courler)

ESE are times in which the sbolition of States

rights and of the states themselves i3 contem-
plated and 1t Is possible that it may be accomplished
by trickery and deception. while millions of honest
boobs are not looking. Until national disposition
toward the states. now resentful, shall improve, The
News & Courier will be suspicious of proposals to “re-
form" the Electoral College. Madam Roland's ex-
clamation about the crimes done “ . Oh
Liberty!"
pared with crimes done in the name of “Reform” In
these United States now rapidly changing into the
Jellitied States.

Place Names
(Carisbad (N. M.) Current Argus)
EDDY COUNTY has its share of Interesting and
colortul place names. Some may be little known
For example there are the Phantom Banks
Fade-Away Ridge, Deadman Draw, Dagger Draw, Owl

v d Bear Grass Draw., which no doubt have
stories behind their names, What about Jumpine
Springs and Rain Springs?

‘The county had & Poker Lake. and a Square Lake
Rustler Bluff. Bandana Poinl. Wagontire and the
Ocotillo Hills also desegve mention Up in the north-
east coner of the county Is High Lonesom

Smart Rabbits
(Bogalusa (La.) News)
Sm(s like everything 1s backward these days. You
more rabLits in town than in the country,
which proves théy are smart. I personslly Nke llln
country. but then T danz get shot at every time 1
stick my head outdoor:

Marquis Childs
Spy Investigation—I

squirming. He is no longer cote
nected with the Government.

WAHINGTON
OTH at home and abroad, the
running battl

try look lualcmn beyond words.
l-me at home It makes a matter
that should be considered with the
utmost serfousness look like an
early Mack Sennett comedy. We
have had everything but an ex-
change of custard pies. and that
il probably come sooner or later
This would. In f{act. be the moment
1o subpoena Charlie Chaplin
1t began with the over-eager
publicity of the House Un-Ameri-
Activitles Committee.
established a circus atmosphere al-
most as much as though an old-
time spleler had slood outside the
door of the committee room ha-
ranguing the crowd to come in to
see the wondere on display.

One stunt was to show a com-

ments. The public gathered the
1dea that nuu wers o vital to the
lecurlly lon that & -
tull'd.'u lhlelullly essen-

a

This is bunk. The documents are
about as vital to American security
today as a 1938 calendar. 1 have
been given this assurgnce by the
very best authority

In perhaps two or three places
they might slighUy Interfere with
the present conduct of foreign re-
fations, giving the Russians & minor
propagenda handle. Bui even that
s debal Experts could wel!
disagree about this

Immediately, of course. one of:
the committee leaks let it be known
that the Administration wanted to
keep the documents secret because
they contained material highly em-
barrassing to prominent Adminis-
tration figures. Again on enzllem
authority, I can say that
also un! One minor otfeial
whose name most people could nat
even Identify, might do a lttle

James Marlow

more_significant nature are being
kept back.
C(RIME COMMITTED

The fact that the documents are
not vital to national security now,
ten years after
fram the files, does -not detract
fiom their importance.
Welles testifies, they were ascret
documents and they have
been used Lo break memub-vt.
code. To remove them was & crime
and those who ln gullty should be
puni m

There Is an orderly way to pro-
e&dwﬂothh It is not by kiieg .

statement

provi [}
right when he said this was mere-
ly the final political fireworks of
¢ committes that is about to ex-

ire. Two of the members taking
part in the carnival of statements
ard leaks and counter-leaks are
lame ducks defeated on Nov. 2.
Adminfstration has much
to answer for In the whole miser-

Lovett has every right to ask to
be heard. Yet from the depart-
ment we get not at all. The

Acting Secretary quickly end

Spy Investigation—I|

WASHINGTON
EAD this and decide for your-
self what you think of the spy
case.
But remember that not ell the
facts may yet be publicly known.
A number of people have been
nemed In the case. Most often men-
tioned are Whittdker Chambers, 47
years om um Am Hiss, 44.
Chaml ter. Hiss used
to be an nmchl o me State Dept.
Youll notice as you go along
that Chambers has been telling hll
story for years but he hasn't al-
ways told quite the same story.
Start at the beginning. Cham-
bers says that in 1938, after four-
teen years as & member, he ‘quit
the Communist Party. Part of that
time he says he had been a courier
for & conununhl underground here.
+ The next yi 1939. he says he
ried to wam President. Rooseveit
that underground.
TRIED
But he says Marvin McIntyre, the
President’s secretary. told him
take his story to Adolf A. Berle
Jr., swnu was an Assistant Secretary
of —
Chambers says now he warned
Berle of the underground in 1939
and told him Hiss was & part of
it

(Berle, testifying in 1948 about
that conversation, says Chambers
didn't talk of an underground

1

says Chambers merely
told him Hiss and others were part

*:ympn(heuc" to the Com-

‘And. Berle says. Chambers told
him in 1930 no spying was in-
volved.)

In 1943—Chambers says now—he
told his sfory of the underground
to the FBI. naming Hiss as part of
1t. The FBI talked to him a number
of times In the years that lollo\ed

In that same year of 1942
PBI checked on His, But ahat n
found s not known. Hiss has de-
nied Chambers’ accusations over

and over
The story sump- u: 1046, In that
year = Hiss —he heard

certain people. But he says he was
not asked about Whittaker Cham-
bers.

Chambers and

Catlod him s s witaess last Sume
mer.

Chambers told the committes
Hiss and others had been part of

a Communist underground back
lmmlhzulﬂtpyln"uwuu
primary purpase.

When asked if be had any face
m.l _evidence 1o a
o it “pothing
Sevond the fact that he had Known
Hiss as a unist.

Then the committee :t;.l‘lzd Hiss,

e
sublet his lplru'nml o
said “Crosley

Then a New York grand jury,
which for months had been inves-
tigating an alleged pre-war Soviet
sy here, called and
Chambers to_testify before it. No-
u:lnl n-mnea

Chambers for

Hiss sued
5'!5M for callng him s Commni-

- faced with l.he loss of
nsmo unless he could
re prodaced pe D‘pu‘l
which he sald were
T wan s Communist He mid Has
had taken these papers from the
State Dept. for the Soviet
ring
en Chambers told the com-
mittee for the fist tme that the
pre-war Comm! und
wiy really a piy spy ring.
The

the grand jury called

\hd ‘Cnambers ‘before. 1 again.
But the Department missed some

thing. Py

A little later,

from a pum
the committee as more 3

He said he hadn't produced the
evidence before
want to hurt
Now. he, said, he came up with the
papers to save he
got jammed in

Forrestal Wa nts To Be Sure Of Politics

WASHINGTON
J,VER since election Day, Secretary of Defense Forrestal has
4 been frantically painting hinmiself a true and loyal Demo-
crat. But here is an off-the-record talk indicating the kina
of men Forrestal puts in high position
The other day, Donald Carpenter. Forrestal’s newly hand-
vicked chairmansof the Munitions Board called in Willlam
Bourne of the State Dept. and suggested (hat he take charge
of *he Munitions Board's press relations ce

du Ponts Help Run Government

T &n't 50 hard to understand why C-rpcnllr thinks that
way when you examine his background. He is a mém!
of the <ame du Pont-Caroenter family which contributed a
coal 8186.780 to the mo campalen to defeat Roosevelt, which
organized the Tiberty League in 1936. and which In the last
clection noured sl oo unted thousands into the battle
Against Truman.

Latin dictators has brought forth a rasty of military revolts,
the latest being the Nicaraguan-inspired march against the
peaceful Government of Costa Rica.
Naturally, if the State Dept. now recognizes
zuelan dictators. it will lead to even more revolts.
Meanwhile, Secretary of Defense Forrestal still favors
his plan of sending more arms to Latin America under a new
Jend-lease agreement. despite the (act that new arms (o
Latin American generals aie like & loy train to « small boy
't walt to use them—usually

the Venee

Somoza, the Nicaraguan who

i convrten. Carpenir onked quiials 1"y 1 1o understand wh Poretal s » mem-
“Now what about your politics ber of thie du Pant tribe to 9ok with a whose Lo inat. their own President
Startled at the blstancy of & auestion which in (s dame il ) h oppestte. However
being asked of civil service applicants. Bourne replied  ~What : )
Back In the 1920 Secretary Forrestals Wall Street

do you mean?"
I would lixe to know what your political affiliations are.”

replied Forrestal's munitions chairman

seems to me vou could tell from oy accont what my

politics .m replied m a Southern Democrat.”
“Well." ‘replied Carpenter. N Toe) that 1 ls mecessery

that we know this. Mr. Porrestal said we want to be sure not

t0 get one of these New Dealers in this job.”

Big Business Comes First

BOURN! replied that he didnt think his political affilia-
tions would prevent him from doing a good public rela-

tions job for the Munitions Board, and Carpenter went on to

ings.
“What do you | lhlnk of business?” he ask

T don't ml mean.”. replied Boumc “I'm for
business, if ths X h ou mean.”

No reolled the Munitions Board chatrman, “w
mean is that in the Munitions nmm it's our job to pi

Oniy Big Business can turn out fhe
Voiume we need. Mr Forrestal says we dont want to get
a New Dealer In this job who Is oppdsed to Big Business
“We don't want to get somebody who'll be worried about
Jabor relations. small bustness and that sort of stuff,” con-
tinued Carpenter . “We've had 100 much of that in the past
It's going to be u rellef now with the :mn‘z- coming up.*

firm loaned $20.000.000 to Bolivia. used to buy arms to wage
war sgainst Paraguay  Part of rhe money was even used to
hire the notorious Ernst Roehm, close buddy of Hitler. to
act as military navhev to the Bolivian Government, where
he first develobed troopers. Later Roehm did the same
thing for Hitler

1t iv significant that some time after Forrestal loaned
this money to Bolivia, the R

Donald Carpenter is now vice-president. profit
by it Remington got a contract for 7.65-mm. and §-mm
cartridges. Carpenter had just joined the firm when this
sale was

made
rrestal and Carpenter, once operators In indirectly
omenting war in Latin America. are now together in running
Amennn defense.

U. S. Encourages Latin Dictators
RACTICALLY all Latin America is watchirg the State
to see what we ao about recognlzing the new army
dictatorship in in Venezu
Not only did the thnllllln generals throw out the first
president Venezuela ever elected. but they threw out the man
who had traveled all the way to Bolivar, Mo., with ent
man and who had been hailed as a great democ: and
friend of the USA.
rmore, the State Dept.'s trigger-recognition of

Gen W inspired
fracas in Costa Rica, was frained by (he v, Marines, uur

#eized the presidency of Nicaragua. President Tnullla worst

dictator in all Latin American, Ill also trained by the U. 8.
Marines. Unfortunately, under the Porrestal-Marine Corps
program, we train men to s! ll’ld I"e them m ‘weapons o
shoot with, B\I we don't give them any ideas or ideals as to
what Ihzy ould shoot for
Merry-Go-Round
ARGARET ., just delivered by
o the printers. gives her name but no address, She
1t before the ‘Wwasn't as sure as her

‘When the Washington oom-ml w'zt 1s siow
nilot's call, Hinshaw will of on the phm and scold the
operator for mnlnx the uL'ot nmnx . President Truman
his

raided an American
Veterans Committee meeting in Atlanta, n-n Tepresenta-
tives offered to bnn( 100 new membey the American Vet
s Committee. provided the Atlanta AVC cha
‘n'umnu =Ml-rl¢hu beogram.  AVC replied that ta by-lawe
forbade membership Dot culy te Communiss, but
elsts, including the KKK.



