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The School Commission Report

‘.

The mafor problem . . . faced by the State
today is to plan its educational program so
that every educational institution will
make a direct and continuing contribution
to development of the economy of the
state.

—State Education Comnyission’s Report
*Education in North Carolina, Today
and Tomorrow”.
e e s e
'Im are wise words addressed to North
Carolina’s citizens and lawmakers by
the State Education Commission in the
opening pages of a report to Governor
QGregg Cherry on the schools of North Car-
olina. The report was authorized by the
General Assembly of 1947; the Commission
was told to “study all educational problems
to the end that a sound over-all educa-
tlonal program may be developed In North
Carolina.”

This the Commission has done, in a big
(598 pages) and authoritatife report- The
report was filed three weeks ago but not
untll Friday did Governor Cherry release
it to the public. Even then it was, appar-
ently, with misgivings. He objected to the
Commission's disagreement over two par-
ticulat questions. These questions con-
eerned the financing of North Carolina's
schools and a bullding program. The split
in the Commission was eleven to seven on
the questions and the Governor balked at
making public a divided report. He held
the report untll newspapers all over the
state began to ask almost dally for its pub-
Ucation

It's out now and well worth waiting for.

‘The report will startle no one — it gen-
erally echoes criticism of the school system
‘which has been golng the rounds for years,
but it echoes this criticlsm forcefully, with
fact and with figures and with the weight
of an official commission from the State.

“ e e e

F paramount importance among the

changes, reforms and improvements
ecalled for by the Commission are (1) the
recommendation for legislation to do away
with the current “division of authority” in
the Btate Board of Education brought
about by conflict In authority between the
Controller of the Board of Education and
the State Superintendent of Education, (2)
the proposed $150,000000 school building
program and (3) a recommengation that
minimum pay for teachers be set at $2,400
per year.
As for the first recommendation, elim-
ination of the dual organization of the

school system will certainly increase the
efficlency of the agency of the State re-
sponsible for education of North Carolina’s
young.

‘The ten-year school building program
would first answer the urgent need of the
state's less prosperous and less densely
populated countles for school buildings as
nearly as possible equal with those of the
more fortunate Pledmont. Thus rural
schools would be improved and Negro edu-
cational facilities would profit Later the
bullding program woulll relieve tension in
urban areas by providing more and better
schools.

A pay ralse for teachers is needed. Per-

$2,400 as a base for teacher salaries
is still too low, some might consider It too
much. But those of us who do not know by
now that teachers are underpaid have not
watched the recent migration from the
schools of many of the best teachers who
cannot afford to pursus their chosen ca-
reers in teaching.
c e
are many other important rec-
ommendations in the report; recom-
mendations calling for equally adequate
schools for all groups—urban end rural,
white and Negro; recommendations re-
questing a broadening of the concept of
the tunction of the school; recommenda-
tions favoring Instruction in democratic
behavior in schools.

The bulky report covers every problem
the man on the street would think of, as
well as many that would never enter hias
mind. It is a valuable contribution to prog-
ress in North Carolina and should be given
the attention of all North Carolinians and
in particular of Tar Heel legislators.

If the 19049 Legislature, to which this re-
port will be presented for action, takes the
not un-common attitude that “we're doing
all right now” and falls to enact into law
the of the
it will have falled In its duty to the Btate,
to the children of North Carolina and to
the cause of SBouthern progress.

Day by day Bouthern progress becomes
more striking, living conditions are bet-
tered. But still the South lags behind the
rest of the nation in per capita income and
to some extent in cultural development. If
North Carolina's educationsl system is tm-
proved to the degree called for In the re-
port of the State Education Commission
this cultural and economic lag will be out-
grown, for an enlightened South will be-
come a prosperous and happy South.

U. S. Migrations, 1948 Style

tides 6f migration that rolled West-

ward toward the Pacific one hundred

years ago still moved that way during the

decade of the 1940's, we learn from a pre-

view report of the forthcoming U. 8. cen-
sus.

But these are not the colorful “forty-
niner” frontier days when John C. Fremont
was annexing California and' North Caro-
lina’s James Knox Polk called out the
militia to reconnolter down on the Mexican
border; these are the days when the
sprawling city of Los Angeln edges up on
bustling old and

Kalser's steel mills and a generous sprink-
ling of new processing plants make the
‘West Coast a prolific spawning ground for
new city cultures.

But the most encouraging aspect of this
growing industrial dispersal is its effect on
our wartime vulnerabllity. The scattering
of the U. 8. industrial potential became im-
portant with the arrival of the atomic era,
and now, almost without any coaxing, the
bustling USA accomplishes this vital move
with a minimum of effort.

Like the migration of the textile indus-
try from New England to the South, such &

men, women and chlldmn ﬂocl to the sun-
shine and new industrial jobs waliting on
the U. 8. Gold Coast.

California, our chromium-plated end-
product of western elvlllutlon leldl the

is not consum-
mated without hurting older sections of the
natlon. California already has only 4,355,
000 fewer people than New York State and
only 656000 fewer than At

‘Yes Suh, He’s A Real Sho Nuff OI’ Houn’ Dawg’

People’s Platform
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Soil Conservation Important

CHARLOTTE

Editors, Tz News:
] EAVE been elighted with the plan you have for
an eroded farm and

soll
to a fertile condition.
This is just a brief note to congratylate you upon
the Interest you have aroused in this progrem an
I hope that it will continue to influence our Dmvla
in soll conservation which is so Important for the
future of our country.
—HUNTER B. BLAKELY.
President, Queens College.

‘Are They Worth Their lec ?°
(ORGANTON
Editors. Tre Nrws:
AT this time & scramble is on by would-be clective
servants in this state and nation, and in dus
sppointive servants will take the trail for
recognition. and tn the short spen of tme before clec-
“I7n Nov. 2. the voters should seriously consic
they worth their Rire?" and i 50 are they wiing 1o
state now why thev are worth thel
‘This Tenth Cﬂﬂm‘nml DI!!M of NDHJI
Carolina is one of the zreat industrial mining an
Rarieultural districta of this country. and cann and

reasons keeps l lnu

people And right here If certain would-be
Republican leaders i (hh district would put forth
half the effort to elm A. Harmon. the Repub-
lican nnmlnee. u am to detent P C. Burkholder
two years ago. Rov Harmon
gressman district. To my mind this Cone
mmal\ll dnmﬂ dmunu. that !-hrlr Congressman

least three Bouthern states — Arkansas,
and — lost

way with a
increase since 1940— a galn whlch gave her
nearly half again as many citizens as she
had before the war. The Northwest states
of Washington and Oregon show a similar
population boom, all of which has an in-
teresting impact on the nation.

In the first place, it means that Ameri-
cans are moving again from the farms to
the citles. On the West Coast the migrants
follow In the wake of new war-born indus-
tries. In California (where there are three
million new people) the tremendous atr-

during the last eight years while Alabama,
Georgla and the Carolinas registered gains
well under the natlonal average.

At least one New York newspaper ex-
presses some doubt that California’s water
supply can support all these new people,

d it points also to the limited quantities
of coal and iron resources necessary to sup-
port new concentrations of population in
the West.

But this is not a burning question right
now. What is important is

craft industry employs and as

nation — and for our ultimate

America steps up her pro-
gram, the brief post-war aviation slump
gives way to vigorous new activity. Henry

national welfare it looks like a healthy
phenomenon.

A Thought For Mondav

UNDAY morning the sun shines through
our window, yellower, fuller. The week-
day chill is goff from the room; across the
‘way someone has a church cholr turned up
high on the radio. There is a smell of
bacon.

You look at the clock and stretch, relax
agaln, examine the wall paper overhead.
All of your senses come awake: the bacon
smell is sharper as it moves through the
house; the sound of someone raking leaves
blends with the church cholr; the sun com-
ing through the window 1s & golden spot-
light on the opposite wall.

You swing your legs out of bed, touch
your bare feet to the floor, rise and pad
into the living room. You hear the bacon
now. You sink into the couch, look through
the window at the street where the sun
patterns through the trees palnt a qulet
golden flligree on the asphalt. The street
1s silent, no cars, no one rushing to the
bus stop.

You scuff your bare feet across the car-
pet. & dog lazes by on the sidewalk and
you wonder if Sunday morning means any-
thing to him. You wonder if every morning

1sn't Sunday morning to the dog walking
spraddle-footed down the sidewalk.

You sigh and lean back; there’s no hurry
to bathe, dress, eat; 1t's Sunday morning.
‘Why isn't every morning Sunday morning,
you ask yourself.

We nominate Joe McLemore, Rich Pond,
as a candidate for king of the corn growers.
Mra. H. C. Lewls, 1225 State St., brought to
the Daily News office s glant-size ear of
corn which she purchased from Mr. Mc-
Lemore. The ear weighed two and a half-
pounds and measured sixteen inches long
and eleven inches In circumference. —
Park City (Ky.) Daily News.

Explorers back from the remote Nahan-
ni Valley in Canada say there's nothing to
the reports that a headless people Inhabit
the area. It seems a pity. Ordinary peo-
ple with thelr vaunted brains have made
such a mess of running the world, it would
be at least possibly promising to give s
race without heads a crack at the con-
trolsy —St. Louls (MoJ Star-Times.

for protect} ‘m: mqm;
ive mmnun an( lor peace at Im
nd abroad. *

—W. H. BARKLEY.

Uses & Scoffs At The Press
CH:

Editors,
A8t N-mm-l Ne-xpaper Week: It had the look
of plutocrats .in democratic clothing—on parade
and chanting—-We are the guardians of democracy!”
With another plutocracy now practically in power—
no doubt the 'onhlvoen nl the Golden Calf drank &
toast “To Newspaper "
The black record of mmmm\-l press ovpnnum
to_the mnaer-u democracy of the FDR ers
90 per cent” of it. FDR's objective of "A
little left ot center” i3 a long way from “extreme left*
or thare, and share alike. xutu'uneuunuu
economic royalista to have to

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round

swallow a democ-

racy—the poor things had to cut down to one-yacht
standar® of living.
When mx\er ?mn death) the economic royalists

lm tpecm Drlvlk'n—by
Tatimidating the

all over when they thought of & bare-knuckles at-
m on the Rightists

A rightwing soclety s tncompatible with s left-
wing soclety. It the Republicans are for o petceful
world, example, Is their domestic pency -
policy of et e tor righusm? The r
B Nt of cester—st toms gad 2 of the

. peace is & frightful thing to the worship-

pers of ‘the Goiden Cair

—B. H. EIDSON

Yancey And The Council

Editors, Tz News:
J READ your editortal (Plight of the Municipalities)

CHARLOTTE

one word as to whether business could afford to pay
more taxes Controls removed no suthority could
#0p them In ralsing property and privilege. license

Juxl as well ask this outsider if he had rather
have three thousand or two, he would say three or
sky limit 50 to speak.

Inflation has entered the picture by raises of
$248 monthly for police personnel. they are in no
case satisfied. If you ralsed salaries $5 or $500 they
would fig] pay or to remain

ippose
newspapers owned by many sfockholders. A
n‘ﬁw!‘l(m against America is being made by many

o despotism is worse than city councils meet-
Ing weekly to hound citizens.
The ediorial was one of the best written
seen up to now. But the worst as an enemi%erl
a democracy and worst against the messlanic dis-
pensation.

—J. M. SHIELDS.

The Peopls’s Platf s avatlable to
m-umhnmtucunwz
should de less than 300

Quote, Unquote

Walk on the left side of the road,

—Decatur (Ala.) Dally.

Mmmmmmru-mmmunly
'hﬂommtﬂcouwdnﬂnm

Fl!ﬂ?mmmmﬂ—mmm-mumma
facts—why Governor Dewey has 5o carefully steered clear

-h.lch'ndedlﬂbed to Ernst Roehm, Grego:

or of the 'book, “1 Knew Hitler.” NOTE—
r Strasser “and  for building up an air-cargo

many other Nazis who were betrayed, murdered. and traduced  Richardson, counsel lor Northwest

Marguis Childs

Careful Speeches

ABOARD DEWEY CAMPAIGN
TRAIN

A the long light of history the

urrent political campaign may
have a quite different look from what
it now has to us who are so closs
to It. Candidate Dewey's contem-
poraries—and this goes espectally
for the 70 newspaper critics travel-
ing with him—are Inclined to be
irritated by his high-level appeal
for unity, his fatlure to be specific
on gpecific lssues

The last is a charge tq which
the Dewey team is acutely shnsitive.
And, believe me, they are sensi-
tive on this train and instantly
aware of criticism—even though it
may seem that thev are gently and
even smugly coasting down to vic-
tory.

In particular on the score of for-
eign policy ‘he Dewey managers
resent the charge that they are too
vague and wo gemeral. A well-
known radio commentator deliver-
ed a rather sharp attack on Dewe;
Balt Lake City foreign-policy speech.
The commentator quoted Wise-
cracking Oscar Levant As saying he
had always wondered how a ma:
would sound who was saying noth-
ing. And now sad the radio oracle,
we know
ONE MAN'S OPINION

e commentator felt that Dewey
should have specificallv declared for
the rearming by the United States
of the armies of Western Europe
Failure to do 50, 1n his view. was
evasive and_cowardly

But the Dewey managers make
what seems to me s most lmpor-
tant rebuttal. They point out. first,
how perilously close is the margin
etween war and the sav-
sge East-West contest. Dewey has
sald privately that he belleves only
two votes In the Politburo in Mos-
cow stand in the way of immediate
war

This being so. say the akilltul
men In car No. 2, who are fashioning
Dewey's s clarton eall for
immediate rearmament by the can-
didate almost certain to be next
President of the United States might
well have.s disastrous effect, 1t

d convince the masters of the
sovm Union that there was no
hope for any kind of setlement
and that therefore war while the

Russlan armies have the prepon-
derant advantage in Europe was
the only choce.

Joseph & Stewart

With this in mind—and the  men
around Dewey are deeply a of
What an unrelieved disarter for all
concerned another war would be—
Dewey's words on foreign policy
are chosen with the most painstak-
ing c In his Oklahomsa City
epeech, for example, he said

“We are not trying to tell other
people how they should live. We

are not even trying to tell them
what kind of government they
thould have In our dealings with

other nations we fair,
consistent. pattent and strong. We
shall have a foreign policy that has
for its single goal the establishment
of peace In the work

While that may be perfectly ob-
vious, it nevertheless seems to me
important that it should be sald
This s not

self-restraint and _foresight,
Dewey deserves full marks for it

In the long light of history I be-
lieve he will get greater credit for
his restraint on the lssue of for-
eign policy than s accorded him
today. If peace can somehow be
preserved. then in the longer per-
spective the magnitude of the pres-
ent crisis apparent and
Dewey's contribution will be clear.

WHAT WOULD TAFT DO?

The way Is wide open to exploit
the fumbles of the Truman Ad-
munistration  The Vinsan-to-Mos-
cow proposal is only the most glar-
Ing instance. Consider the kind of
campaign that Senator Robert A
Taft would be conducting at this
point i he had become the Repub-
lican nominee. The bipartisan for-
eign policy would be mincement and
the Soviet radio wr

night after night the Republican st
tacks.

Incidentally, Republicans of the
Teft variety are almost as une

scrateh through the Dewey speech:
n nuxch of a headline
would, of course, like to see an old-
fashioned hell-and-brimstone attack
on the wicked Democrats and the
arch 'mm Truman.

But mry will aot get more than
& occasional small dose of that
kind of adrenalin {rom the team
that has plotted this campaign with
hour-to-hour precision.

Alsop

What Will He Do?

WASHINGTON,
/HEN one takes stock of the
campaign as a whole, one fact
stands out like an enormous sore
thumb, Dewey is virtually assured
of election. Bul no one on earth
—possibly including the candidate
himsel{—| what  President
Dewey will actually do when be is
installed 1n the White H
He is against sin, tor virtue;
sgainst waste, for economy; against
hunger, for plenty, and 50 on, ad
infinitum,  But take any major
problem of specific policy, try to
forecast President Dewey's solution
and you find yourself wandering
in the realm of misty speculation.
The best example is the most tm-
portant problem Dewey will have
10 face—carrying forward American
foreign policy. The Marsh:
program and the current expansion
of the defense establishment have
already used up all surplus and
marginal resources. Additional steps
rward can only be taken at the
cost of severe national sacrifices.
Dewey's foreign policy speech was
a fine expression of constructive
maginative world-mindedness
Those who heard him naturally
concluded that he meant precisely
what he said with sucn lmpressive
serlousness.
INCONSISTENCY

But then, he has also made 3
public commizment to reduce taxes
He has roundly denounced unbal-
anced budgets And he has come
out for reduction of the public
debt  There is an inconsistency
here which Iy at ance revealed, if
you get down to cs

To be specific, e Berlin_crists
y ed issue of
r:llucnshlp with _the

has g
America’s

the Boviets at Berlin—he has, in
fact, been particularly impressive
in his Berlin statements But he
will find it useless to be firm about
Berlin unless he can hold together
the common front of Britain,

and the United States. And
he cannot hold together this com-
mon front unless he firmly grasps
the nettle of the Western European
Union.

e. in turn, because the
rrench dhum; all Anllo-l\meﬂ-
for Germany, have con

tinually been tempted to settle the
Berlin crists by appeasement. They
e been carried along only with
the greatest difficulty thus far. The
Government in very
shaky. And these interacting in-
fluences have caused the Prench
leaders to insist that they cannot
maintain the common front in
Berlin unless the United States
forms an alllance with the Western
European  Union and provides
peace-time military lend-lease for
Western Europe’s defense.

UNREASONABLE

Some American policy makers re-
gard this attitude s unreasonable.
They say that the presence of
American troops in Germany is &
better guaranty than any alliance,
and that four vears or so will be
needed for effective rearmament

of t the Prench atti-
tude is still an objective fact. fust
as much as the Soviet attitude,
which 15 so infinitely more inde-
fensible. Just as the Soviet atti-
tude must be dealt with, so must
the French

There s reason to believe that in
Paris, very recently, Forelgn Minis-
ter Robert

tary of State Marshall and Dewey's
chief foreign policy adviser, John
Puster Dulles. Indeed. it 1s report-
ed that both Marshall
actually promised Sehuman um L
the PFrench would stay hitched
wbout Berlin. the U. S-Western
European alliance and lend-lease
for Western Europe would be forth-
coming at the next Congress.

The lowest estimate of the cost
of a lend-lease program. however,
is 315 bilion s year. Some esti-
mates run as m;n as $3 billion an-
nually f Defense James
rurmm has Duhlldy said that the

uld necessitate
Droduction, controla.  And one must
also consider the China ald pro-

gram, to which Dewey is committed,
If it'is real, ald for China alone
will cost ewhere between $1

billlon and $15 billlon annually.
Worse yet, if Dewey does not carry
our foreign policy forward at this
juncture we shall sutamatically
begin going backward and losing
ground. A breach of the Anglo-
French-American Berlin front. for
instance. would make nonsense of
frerything Dewey has sid sbout
firmn Russia,

Why Dewey Refused To Help Revercomb

The Alr Force has announced the urgent need

fleet. Yet usually astute Seth

of helping Republican Senator Chappy Revercomb of West

Virginia In his re-election fight.
Not only did rcomb ram through cowu- the Dis-
laced Persons Act discriminating against Je lnd Catho-
lics, but on J\lly u 1948, he telegraphed the Justice Dept. ask-
the worst Nazis in the USA be kept in this

m.vumeenepr.murdavdmunmdew bnt.
for reasons best known to himself, Senator Revercom!

Court, rullng on_his

lization, said on June 10, 1946: ~There is solid, con-
vineing evidence that muzr before the date of his naturali
zation and s thorough-going Nax! and
faithtul follower of Adoyt Hitler *

in their graves.”

‘The I.Il'. ~f Nazis Senator Rlvcanb 'ln'ed kept in the
USA is t00 ..ng to be published here, and will be continued
in s future column.

Keeping The Rccurd Straight
JPRESIDENT TRUMAN soke sorrowiuly about bow the
quubllun- Mw wnhm reclamation projects at the
last Congress—whic! did. But he didnt
mmdmepeoplel.hllhemrdedmu chief GOP enemy of
reclamation—Congressman bert Jonk of Lima. Chio—with

whole proceeding ls inopportune. There may be need for an
alr-freight mauury fife or ten years from now, but not now."

Whisky Battle

[E whisky Industry. which has witnessed many a David

and Goliath battle, is heldnﬂ for another when the
Internal Revenue Bureau opens hearings md-\ an the ques-
tion nl leelln( Scotch whisky mlde in the U

werful Scotch whisky tr\ul—Dmlll:n Corp.
—chnm lhlt the word “Scotch” means made in &otlln
and that this word hﬂlld be banned from the labels of
Bcotch.

Commis-
Mﬂwlq\ﬂcth:hﬂkmar—hﬂiw
omate” \mm e crossed Tom Dewey. s now
Uptake. The Women's Pross Glub recently in-
sumw-em-m-nmvmub-un-whlle
Torem with Becretary of Agriculture Charlie Brannan.
nan promptly accepted, but Stassen held back.

Red Tape Over Air
/ETERANS oing into the air-freight busines are still
smarled in red tape, cant get Government certification
ormal the
p almost solidly behind the big airlines

has been
which are opposing Ine veterans.
One CAB member, Harold A. Jones. was = ulnquen\ n

small group of American distilers, led by the
Bmlthh Amenu Distilling f Peoria, 11, c! they
will be driven to the wall. already suffering unfatr
restriction in being muuea to label thelr product “Scotch
type” Wi makes people think it s an
[itation of ine real produc

Blg American dutulm of bourbon are officially ob-
serving 1 plous neutrality, while secretly aligned with the
Scotch importers. Lone exception is x-unm ‘Walker, whicl

been producing some domestic Sc

The others—Schlenleys, Seagram anc a National Distillers—
all act as distributing agents of various brands of Scotch
imports. So they would shed no tears If some of their
American Scotch competition were killed off.

'h: fight their case Distillers Carv Ltd. have hired the

ble—John W. Davis, once Demo-

Dulnz nx view that the grateful
Gribbon, lev

critic mominee for
Not to be uu'done me U 8. Scotch distillers have hired
ormer Commissioner of Internal Revenus.

It will be » merry fight.



