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Plight Of The Municipalities

1m PLIGHT of the municipality in the
North Carolina scheme of things is not
& very happy one. When our State Consti-
tution was drawn up, cities as we know
them stmply didn't exist, and our whole
fabric of government is woven around the
Btate and County Governments. What legal
rights cities do have are largely the result

handed,

that are difficult, and costly, to
solve. When many people live together in
& small the cost of their publid serv-
fces — health preservation, fire and police
protection, ' garbage and sewage disposal,
and the like — soarr raplidly, so that the
city dweller pays a disproportionate pre-
mium for the dublous distinction of living
in the city.

The State Government has pre-empted
for its own uses many of the biggest sources
of revenue such as the sales tax, income
tax, gasoline levy, and privilege licenses,
all of which are paid predominantly by city
dwellers who do not receive their share of
the benefit. (For instance, more than 60
per cent of gasoline revenue comes from
auto travel within eity limits, yet the cities

In addition, the city dweller has to pay
his share, and a large one it is, of the costs
of his County Government, and once again
he often comes out on the short end of the
services. (In Mecklenburg County, almost
80 per cent of the taxable property lies
within the City of Charlotte. Yet Charlot-

teans recelve no benefit whatsoever from
such exclusively County services as the
County Police Department, the Health De-
partment, the Farm Agent’s office, and
others.)

In a time of rising costs when all labor
nndm‘wm-mlmuuvmunpmdup,
the citles of North Carolina find them-
seives faced with the problem of finding
revenue to keep up their services and to
maintain their streets, schools, parks, water
and sewage systems, fire departments, po-
lice departments. Their property taxes, in
most cases, are already discouragingly
high; and the thought of tampering with
such “nuisance taxes” as levies on hotel
rooms. pay rolls, tobacco, incomes and the
like is not a pleasant one.

This was the problem that Charlotte’s
City Manager Henry Yancey laid before the
Committee of One Hundred In Winston-
Balem the other night. Mr. Yancey sug-
gested that the “predominantly rural” Le;
islature needed better urban senta-

' tion, and that the Btate should leave to

the cities such revenues as business privi-
lege licenses. He also recommended & far
more liberal refund to cities of the revenue
from the sales and gasoline taxes, both of
which are paid largely by city dwellers.

‘The Charlotte officlal has long been one
of the most vocal critics of the present ays-
tem: but, being & practical man, he knows
that the joB ahead is a long and difficult
one. If other City officials throughout the
state will take up the cry and hammer
away persistently, perhaps the rural at-
mosphere will be lifted from the halls of
the General Assembly and the citles will
come into thelr own.

A Service To The Community

are two prevailing conceptions
eancerning the part of a public library
fn the life of a community. They are (1)
that a library serves to entertain the pub-
He and (2) that the library seeks to serve
the publie.
Fortunately for Charlotte, Director Hoyt
Galvin of the Public Library of Charlotte
‘and Mecklenburg County 1is operating

elty and county with the latter conception

To Mr. Galvin and his staff service to
the oaamnnm means more than the pro-
vision of week-end reading. Charlotte’s li-
brary seeks to carry out its conception of

thus reaching a less literate audience which
might not be served by the library’s book

filmg shown ranged from health instruc-
tion to lessons In atomic energy. Compare
the number served by these films with the
number of adults using non-fiction or edu-
eational books provided by the library (

992). ’l'!ul.mmmuulnen“hefumhevl-.

dent. It 15 because of their obvious educa-
tional value that Mr. Galvin has made the
Charlotte Public Library first a ploneer
and then a leader In the audio-visual edu-
eation field.

A new service of the library — a record
Hbrary—promises to become as popular and

as useful as the film library. Less than a
year old, the record library now consists for
the most part of symphony and light clas-
sle records, but its future Is bright. When
the library purchases a recording machine
the potential value of the record library as
an historical treasure chest will be more
evident. Recordings of local incidents of
historic interest will be made and flled in
the library. Local musical groups may also
be recorded.

These are but three of the many services
of the Public Library of Charlotte and
Mecklenburg County, but these three alone
indicate the tremendous value to the com-
munity of an active library.

It 1s unfortunate that the development
of a library equal to that of other cities of
comparable size has not been possible. A
recent survey of cities in the 100,000 popu-
lation class showed that Charlotte ranked
low in many divisions of service, but the
survey also pointed to the cause of this
position — insufficient funds.

Though an Increased appropriation for
the library is still a definite need, the bud-
get will be boosted to no small extent by
revenue from Alcoholic Beverage Control
sources. If liquor stores in Charlotte have
served no other purpose, they are valuable
to the community for the five per cent of
their profit which will be funneled Into the
public library to meet long-felt needs.

Mr. Galvin has an ambitious program

outlined for the coming year, one which
deserves the support of the city. S8ome of
his major alms are: refurbishing of the
central library (files, furniture, etc.), ex-
pansion of neighborhood service to relieve
pressure on the Tryon Street center, and
the establishment of a small fleet of book-
moblles for expanded rural service.
- The library’s accomplishments over the
past few years have been, considering a
budget thinned by inflation, impressive;
plans for the future seem to promise more
of the same.

We May Lose A Congressman

ORTH CAROLINA may lose one of its

twelve seats In Congress if present
population trends continue. This is not due
to a loss of population in the state but to
larger gains in Bome other states, notably
California.

An estimate prepared by the authorita-
tive Congressional ‘Quarterly shows that
seven states will gain Congressional seats
and twelve will lose under the method of
equal apportionment if the 1950 nose-
eount bears out the Census Bureau's 1948
provisional estimate of state population.

California will galn seven seats, largest of
any state, and New York will lose two
places. This would give California 30 seats
and third place among all the states in

o

lose & seat, would continue in second place
with 32 seats, and New York's 43 would
eontinue as the largest delegation in the
House.

Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia, Kentucky,
Mississippl and Tennessee are the other
Bquthern states to lose one seat each. These
states together with North Carolina are

generally by D and

of the House likely would feel the

“ seven members at party roll call.

aOLth states losing votes in addition to New

‘York and Pennsylvania would be one each
for Colorado, Missour| and Oklahoma.

Sharing In gains along with California

would be Florida, Indlana, Michigan, Ore-

gon, Texas and Washington, all except Cal-

ifornia picking up one Congressman each,
Congressional Quarterly says:
Under terms of the Automatic Re-Appor-
prepare &

tionment Act, the President will
table of apportionment Regre-nuuv-
the states, based on the 1950

he membersht

435—but It might retain some Congresst
D\M.rl:u n nnm whlch have lost popula-
tion. apportionment must be
made eq\uuhly 1o that the percentage au.
ference between the number of

tivs per million people in any two states 31

‘possible.

Unless Congress moves to increase mem-
bership of the House, North Carolina is due
to lose the 12th Congressman gained In the
re-apportionment after the 1940 census.
California made the largest gain then,
three additional members, and appears to
be well on the way to challenge the domi-
nance of the New York and Pennsylvania
delegations.

Many, of course. consider Congressmen
expendable and therell doubtless be no
great gnashing of teeth whatever the de-
cision.

Then is a restaurant in Utopla where
the diner is provided with a hammer and
a nall. With this he nails down to the table
top that little paper butter dish to prevent
1t from sliding when he attempts to take a
bit of butter off it with his knife —Jackson
(Mtss.) Daily News.

He Needs Help More Than Ever :

What People Are Thinking

Housing And Price Controls

By ELMO ROPER hous

YORK

NY resemblance between this year's Presidential
campaign and the problems worrying the Ameri-
can people is purely coincidental. This is a curious,

is even mors. stitking On this issue the
be f4 ad

Marquis Childs

WASHINGTON

rr was Mr. Dooley, the gorgeously

irreverent character created by

Pinley Peter Dunne, who remarked

that the Supreme Court followed

the election returns like ordinary

sumably the court can

also follow the public opinion polls,

which this year show so clearly how
the wind s blowing.

That would in ltself be enough to
explain the dismay among certatu
rs of the court over Presi-
dent Truman's proposal to send
Chief Justice Vinson to Moscow to
talk with Stalin. No matter how

move would help the chances for
peace, it would plainly have had
major political overtones.
RESEMBLANCI

Little imagination 1s required to
visualize the Chief Justice return-
ing from his mission, stepping
from hus plane and telling a wait-
ing world that Stalin wil oo-oper-
ate for peace. While
biaucs to Neviile Chambenatns re-
turn from his visit to Hitler with
“peace In our time" would occur
to the thoughtful, the drama could
have been count on to capture
the waning hope of a despalring
world.

The court would once again be-
come the focus of a political strug-
gle. This is deeply disturbing to
some of the brethren on the su-
preme bench who believe that such
excursion into extracurricular ac-
Uvity weakens the judiclal function
and casts a shadow of doub; on
the disinterestedness of the court.

In an address curiously overlooked,
that point of view was vigorously
expressed last June by Justice Fe-
lix Prankfurter, Speaking on the
eve of the pom.\m conventions,
Justice Prankfurter a banquet
of the American Law Tnstiture s
high authority to buttress his own
view of "how circumspect s jus-
tice of the Supreme Court should
be "

He quoted from a letter written
by Morrison R. Waite, Chief Ji

tice from 1874 to 1883. Walte was .

Joseph Alsop
Uneasy

CINCINNATI
m\g housing WHAT IS to be the relationship
™

of both the major party

candidates. ~Portune" ssked the voters
are three ways of hlndl.mt

Dismay In Court

being actively promoted for the

his own nephew. To his nephew
he_wrote:

“In my judgment, my predecessor
detracted from his name by per-
mitting himsed to think he wanted
the Presidency Whether true or
not, it was said that he permitted
his ambitions In that direction to
influence his judiclal opinions.
am not one of those who believe
he did 0 consciously, but one who
occupies this position should keep
himself above suspicion. There can't
be a doubt that in these days of po-
litical-judiclal questions it is dan-
Rerous o have a Judge who thinks
beyond the judicial In his personal
ambitions.

“Can I with propriety. pennn

my name 1o be used for the f
tlon of political combinations? 1f T
do, can 1 reman at all times and
in all cases an unbiased judge in
the estimation of the people? If
1 am not. shall I not degrade my
office? Put these things in your
pipe and suioke them and tell me
it you think j ought to permit my
name to be
BOUND BY ATTITUDE

Frankfurter went on to say that
“believing profoundly that the gen-
eral attitude thus expressed
Chie Justicr Waite binds us” he
was thereby “foreclosed” from dis-
CUsIng subjects of immediate po-
litical - interest. Most of his lis-
teners had no difficulty relating
his remarks to events soon to cap-
ture the headlines.

A short time later Justice Wil
llam O Douglas was a central fig-
ure In the effort of the liberal-labar
wing of the Democratic Party at
Phu-nelpnu to sidetrack President

ruman. As an alternative he was
m be nominated for Vice Presi-
dent.

Many have felt a dangerous con-
cept of the court was gro

Vinson
Posal fitted o thas pattern.”

Line-Up

Two factors favor Laugche, aside
from the contrast between

M focus election.
hers {3 the disjointed” maturs of the cam.
pncn cmm than in the case issues of
. UThese are.two lanies abaast which
fhe American sleciorate 15 most. troubled. ~The high
cost of living has ml\nhoully e the list of prob-
lems the voters want thelr publc servants to do
something about.

The latest “Portune” survey found that the
largest uule group of voters favdr some kind of
Government price control system.

With which of these statements do you agree?
11t 1s better to Jet the laws of moply and demand

prices: ould do

building inc
Haelt etart building low cost houses

No Government aid ...
fina)

ncing
Actual Government bullding
Express no opinion =
largest single group of voters {avomyzome
kind of vmgnm such as was put forth in the
Ellend. cost. houst

-n-t ¥ can sbout ‘prices, bt 'Ilhoululln( -ny sys-
tem of price controls: or 3. The Government should
set up &' price control system of some Kind.

)

the «
against it) but did not even come up for & vote in
the House of Representatives. But perhaps the most
significant fact is that there are more voters who
want to see the t directly enter the build-
tng fleld and ca t its own low dwell
there are who want the ckwvemxum to stay
out of lhe bu indy Nefther Mr.

tcome of
election, which is ®iow r\nuny .
foregone cunchmm

fropriste to quuunn tn 3

hu clzy the penonu nuoluhold governor, Vie Dun.my by & ma-
. whose jority of nearly 200,000,

slmnl cx:nmm pm r abil-

ity make him Lhe " ratural leader of

Not long ago. Taft's opposite
number n the House of.

sentatives, Speaker Joseph W, Mar-
tin, passed through Ohfo on & cam=  tiona)
palgn speaking trip. He told friends
here that he would stand for no
dictattfn from the White House,
UNPREDICTABLE

the Governorship, be

on-  emnor, he made it much easler for
ir habi

and state candidates—for,
President and far Governor, for in-|
L two separsts ball

Lausche s hlm.tng that it hc m
will stil]

entirel
Mr. Truman has puhUelV favored such &
ousing p:

the Ways & Means Commitiee Har-
o far-reaching Federal h B e, T CommINen FAT™ late to popose Tl foe thy Beeste
Over 1, 28 208 520 44 c .. publican - insiders that President  Bricker is the man he wants
100,000 to 1 244 :u @2 59 BW on housing as with price controls the peop! Dewey may need taking down a peg !0 beat. Yet Lausche is highly un-
2.500 to 1000000 ... 253 41 so 0 teel they are much more ceriatn here Mr PR or tw. gﬁff‘:;":‘m:"fwﬁ ers pos t
Under 2500 and rural 327 357 75 man stands than where Mr. Dewey & In fact,

atiiea of prce controls receives Wupporters " generally favor  tomme llnd e o et Dowwp Mantin tnd.thy to tmfluence Senal

the Targmes vott & any of o bullding program: 30 does Mr. o e e o the Junta dhel choice of & role in the pext Con
2 way to check rising prices. & careful look at at opinion Dewey. ey Sbporiers are more “avidea s et ulars. Another suen e
in cities and towns of i vevesls shar s Attitudes toward housing. For instance. 30 per cent  genator - Joseph E n-  Tat ried to have decided

varying
ferences of opinion. Big cuy voters are much more Of

the farms and in small towns. The price squcese has

y tighter on those who are salary and
Wage earners living In large clties than on thoss Who
Jork on the land have benefited from the yaprece-
dented agricultural prosperity.

y
ernment should play any role at all in the nation’s
hmmn( while 21 per cent favor outrhfhl Government

fon of But
amnm stand of those who siy
publican this Pall ls the fact that no matter how oo i
widely thev differ each group is sure Governor Dewey
2 uvon its Dolluon.

nitely bigg:
homes. first” thing

urious the
they will vote Re-

ate
And -nnuuxh Robinson was an infi-

inson,
Tatic leader until 1937.

er man than Martin, the
g Robinson did every

one of the vacant places on the

morning until he dled, -ner " put Fore! Committee but
his false teeth, probably only in the uncertatn
swallow \his principles. It Roblhson

event that Senator Arthur H. Van-

stuck with Roosevelt fgorder to be  denburg becomes Becretary of State

rr I8 probable that both Mr. Truman and Mr. the key issues of prices and housing. we m one can Martin to  Instead of John Foster guln But

Dewey this cleavage of American optnion % ntnonilmry Stuation: Many more voters ume Mk with Dewey. -this stil] leaves the quqﬁon of Taft

between farm and bi s 'an’s position on those issues and  NO COMPROMISE . s0d Ui Reuate lenters p eatimly
has been to armer continued s TR & than 13 the case with Mi 3] eIy one tghts Dewes. 1t wi cpen

while urging ontrols for the benefit of the for m" L3 many more yoles In the ofting Taf, “who “aleare refuns Tay  Want the \eaderahip, e may leate

city dwellers. Mr. Dewey h y than there for promise beliels, Taft has alceady  the floor leadership of the Senate

mw:h 0 huun 10 take the
to convince

Truman's fallure has been not so
the right stands but rather
Wvo!anthnh"m

8
§.
g

Republicans to Senator Kenneth

team.
The net tmpression of all this in the public MIDA  better 1. poaime eerre, s ident briskly abandons the himself either the formal title of
been to convince aimost three-fourths of the than he has been able to do 1 in the last m'r:'y:nn" sive, Internationalist brand of Re.  Malority Leader of the permanent
voters of all pArties that Mr. Truman wants price By not clarifying hia stand in the eyes of the  Pubiicanism he is offering the coun. ~CPALTmARship of the Senate
controls. It would wpur v.hzn. that the Dmnuc voters. Mr. Dewey dau not seem to be hurting his try in this election, It s hard to Publican icy Committee, which
candidate s firmly commi ces of winning nelther can he think, after  5¢¢ how a Taft-Dewey conflict can e thing.
But the case with ur Dewey 1s far dlﬂervnl. the elections, that he n.. a clear mandate from the  be avolded. . They would ke ta agres e other hand. If Taft has
'ﬂ!n Republican candidate appears wﬂ: pars !hll’;n 'H“JYG mhl’ the r':l‘m"l’l Voltll'l tend to agree witn - but they cannot. to lhh\l about faci Lausche in
voters. Those Dewey are man on the issues of ‘prices and housing, ‘These fact . co
nr\cn controls tend to think that's just what Mr. p'ly o e nter 8 i Lt 1o reain

who want to
lem to the laws of supply

think that's vmsn Governor Dewey’s
who vote

bernatorial

curious spectal terest on the gu-
Republican incumbent, Gov.

contest here in Ohio.
bernatorial election may end by In-
fluencing the Dewey-Congress re-

heart lies. And wey supporters carry out the public mandate, he o ed version of Senator J Iationship more than any of the
for Government action on prices short of controls follow the general lines of the. an program on  Bricker, s rather breathlessly de-  hotly disputed Senatorial contests.
think the Republf prices anc and what is more, he will be  fending his seat , Asuinat former  For if Taft does not plunge into

The gap between the voters and the candidates on  expected to get results from ; Governor Frank the fray against Dewey, no one will.

Drew Pearson’s

Merry-Go-Round

matter what y. one side or the other jumps on you:
when editors get sore, blue-
of per.

Most apers—and their readers—are quite happy to
have sou tum the fotlight on every act and habit of the
President of the United States during every minute of his
term of office.

He is considered falr game, with a year-round open sea-
t the American public

would lose two states below it. (Sinos then T have revised
his Bouthern loss downward to four.)

It also happens that I like Dewey. (Most news: re-
porters dont) My wife says it's because we have a com-
mon bond—cows. Both of us try to run datry farms. and

or two years 1 used to rib Dewey about the high bacterta
nmm:mu(mh.unuk Now my cows have Bang’s disease and he

nnhoh-wen-umnam‘rmmmaom\uxem
This is no secret to anyone, He has
botnpnv-lely mmuyc.mnn

Truman’s Uphill Fight

I can' help but admire the spunky up-
il fight Truman s putting w: snd T can’t hlp bt think

also that the American public has a right to know the issues
mﬂ\ll’wblhndﬁl\l:hm‘hﬂb than it is getting

unh-dmm T have always

hmh‘!“mtthtw wmml‘t.!ﬂ

not won tremendous land-

sides in 1936 and 1940. It made his Inn -
naenL oelnelbedlondo mmmm

smart ll'ytr ‘who collu:u his fee when hi 's tears
ot. Before a lawsuit—or an election—a client or a candi-
da more amenable

Newspapers Put Soft Light On Dewey

A fine set of principles. but s tragically inefficlent st carry-
ing them out.

Dewey’s Unknown Record
WE ALSO know that Dewey is cool. caleulating, caretul,
highly efficient. has an excellent record in
a temper” ke Truman's. though he's learmed. o Keep
under contral. 1s vain, and for that resaon
pride tn making a good reco
do n mkno--m«mgrmmm
mlwnlmmylm-bwtmm ‘ndum'-mumn
Xnow about the next President of the United Stat
For instance. a great e ey what
Dewey's war record Dewey was not mer of New
York or even District Attorney when war broke with Japan.
lmrormmnum will find not one word

it his record.

I for one do not consider it necessary for & man to hsve
-mhmnrhmmmi.m hl"

public office. But!dﬁ
mmxmmpummmzth.puukmn-mhthm
'hltl.hcrunrdhlm you ask the head of

'ﬂ&”ywmtmmhm-

Purthermore. it's important that the public know who
the big contributors are oo both sides. that they understand
what big business expect s to get out of this election, and
that they force & full discussion on sic issues. Espe-
clally, it's tmportant for the public to l:nmnhz can-
didates for Congress and pick a

Dewey is sure to be elected, and I predict he will be a
first-rate Pruldenl But the American people. including

can help make him » bettar
President by rmm. a1l the ‘ssucs Into the open now
lecting their pledges

these facts and lssues. And I pndlct um by the time nn
finished, both nda -nu be sore as blazes and my editars
Teady to chuck me ﬁu 3 v



