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We Hope Stalin Stays Well

EPORTS of Premier Stalin's death have
now been denled In Moscow and
rumors that he is dangerously 11l from oan-
cer have been contradicted by publication

of & photograph of the Soviet
showing him looking
well, and benlgn. All this is cause for

gratitude In the Western world as the

likely to be no one who possesses
recognized political genlus. With his
passing, Wb would be apt o find Russia

the one she

wise or more
ow is following.
Stalin’s desth would npt only increase

150,

being directed along & course that 18 less
provocative than

after the First World War that the world
revolution had failed in the West and the
Communists must concentrate on bullding
Soclalism in Russia. x

It was it the difference on that pomt
that Btalin rose to power over Trotsky, who
wanted to go on with the revolution every-

'TRONGEST argument for the Marshall

Plan for economic recovery in the West-
ern world is contained in the President’s
budget message, which informs us that 79
per cent of the nearly $40 billion requested
for the next fiscal year are expenditures
which “directly reflect the costs of war, the
effects of war, and our efforts to prevent
& future war: national defense — interna-
tional affairs — veterans’ benefits — in-
terest on the public debt — tax refunds.”

We will be paying the costs of the last
war for a long time to eome on all these
sccounts except possibly “International af-
fairs” ‘and “tax refunds.” They will be
much larger in the long run If we leave
out the provision for “International affairs
and finance,” which covers the Marshall
Plan ant! accounts for more than one-fifth
of the total budget. To this may be add-
ed the staggering costs of another war if
we disallow or seriously reduce the $7 bil-
Non that is ear-marked for “international
affairs and finance” In the next flscal
year.

In the light of these figures, the tax-
payérs may not be bored if we repeat that

where. The Trotakyites were exiled or
uldated, fihally was assas-

Nad consolidated his
dictatorship, Russia devoted all her ener-
gled to five-year-plans for the homeland.

during this period

worked earnestly for internation~

al collective security through the League of

Natlons, and made Ner rapproachment to
the United Btates.

‘The Comintern, agenoy of world revolu-

West continued up until the time of Mu-
nich, when Russia countered the Western
nations’ “appeasement” of Hitler with a
policy of double-dealing which had much
to do with setting off ‘the Second World
War,

Russia’s revival of the Comintern and
the world revolution sincé the war ls the

continue until the West proves again that
18 18 not going to collapse and it can't be
pushed Into revolution

by the Communista.
the chance is great-
it the world revo-
aucceed and again

lution i3 not golng to
turn to appeasement of the West,

That’s Where Our Money Goes

order is to be stopped. Without the Mar-

“I Don’t Want Sometl'xing *Just-As-Good’ This Time”

shall Plan, the danger of world
and war will be immeasurably increased.
Buccessful opération of the plan will ease
the present tension and make possible &
speedier reduction 4n the largest: item In
the budget, more than $11 billion for na-
tional defense.

1t 1s well to rémind the people that near-
1y 80 cents out of thelr tax dollar is going
to pay for past wars and to protect us
against future attacks, but that showing
cannot obscure the fa¢t that “all other ex-
penses” of Clovernment still are exceed-
Ingly high. Certainly this record peace-
time - budget makes the point that we
should pay off more of the war bill before
undertaking further expansion in Federal
services for social and economle reforma.

The President is following sound flscal
policy In recommending that the estimated
surplus be applied on the public debt but
his budget does not prove that we cannot
also have a tax cut without resorting to
the Truman device of offsetting tax cuts
for with
taxes. All these figures are-subject to re-
vision under Congressional scrutiny and
it would be surprising if our swollen in-
come did not allow room for a reasonable
tax cut and all essential expenditures, in«
cluding the Marshall Plan.

Changing The Political Picture

week-end provided North Carolina

its most surprising political news of the
1948 campaign, with W. Kerr Scott's an-
nouncement that he will not seek re-elec-
fion as Agriculture Commissioner, Lt.-Gov.
/L’ Y. Ballentine's candidacy for the Scott
post, former Ben, Hrandon Hodges' decision
to seek Gubernatorial Candidate Charles

archale tradition the office moves West
again) by his political benefactor, Deacon
Greene of Asheville. According to oft-
quoted reports, the Hodges timetable ori-
ginally included a term as President Pro
Tem of the State Senate in 1947, followed
by service In the lleutenant-governor's of-
fice from 1048-52 as a prelude to a gub-

M. Job as Btate d
now the rumor that Scott, who originally
sild he was planning to retire to his Ala-
mance County farm, may enter the race
for Governor.

Perhaps the most startling feature of this
ring-around-the-rosy in Capitol 8quare
‘was the Ballentine entry, since the lieuten-
ant-governor had long led the list of pa-
tential challengers to Mr. Johnson, the No.
1 contender for the Governorship. Evident-
1y Mr. Ballentine deduced that 1088 will be
& miore propitious to make his bid for

in the current campaign. Commissioner
Scott’s opportune withdrawal paved the
to bow

effort. This schedule was upset
in 1946, when Mr. Hodges was defeated for
the State Senatd fn a major turnover at
the polls. While Mr. Hodges had been
mentioned as & candidate for lMeutenant-
governor this year, now he will attempt to
enter the Executive Mansion through the
Btate soffice, The P

speculates. i

The Enterprise concludes its discourse
with this observation: “You have heard it
sald that the North Carolina politieal
‘machine’ picks Governors four and eight
years in advance. That's tommy rot. But
1t is true that the politically ambitious—
the men who want to be Governor—start
their own l‘lﬂ"’lll.ln advance of formal

way for Mr.
out of the gubernatorial contest by seek-
ing & pesition which he has an excellent
chance of obtaining.

The High Point Enterprise points out
that the announcements of Mr, Ballentine
and Mr. Hodges are both, In effect, gub-
ernatorial announcements for 1052 and
1956. Mr. Hodges has been groomed for
the Governorship In 1962 (when by our

Unless it is contended that the Gover-
norship 1s an endurance race, in which he
4vho runs the longestls the automatic win-
ner, we. cannot concede The. Enterprise’s
point on that score. Nobody but Olla Ray
Boyd, Pinetown's gift to the Governor's
contest, would be mentioned elght years In
advance if he were relying solely on his
own two legs In the race.

From The Christian Science Monitor

The President’s Waltz

EMOCRACY ushered in the waltz, or

vice versa. And the aristocratic min-
uet was elbowed Into a limbo which also
waited for a decaying aristocracy. But as
most revolutions settle down Into regimes
©f conservatism, so the waltz became re-
spectable. Even a little too respectable.

It was a long way, soclally speaking,
from the ruins of the Bastille, where the
French “mob” performed a cousin of the
waltz, to the French. ivory-and-glided
salons where the most sensational devasta-
tions of the time were wrought by Chopin's
planissimos. -

Has the gap been bridged?, Or has de-
mocracy won back the waltz? And will the
monient of its triumph:be memorialized in
a new sobriquet for a Chopin chestaut?
Let historians take due note: It was Chop-
in's “A flat, Opus 62” that President Tru-
man asked Jose Iturbl to play for him in
& recent Washington concert. {

Mr. Iturbl will become the favorite plan-
st of all amall boys when he

could not recognize the plece by Its key
and opus number—as musical highbrows
love to do and music teachers insist that
young low-brows should, The President
“sang” the plece with gestures understood
by the fellowship of pianists from Truman
to Iturbl. And the waltz—the “President's
‘Waltz"?—was played.

'We.do hope, though, that no already t00
familiar passage from “A flat, Opus 63" will
now become a Democratic theme song for
'48. Burely Mr. Truman is too astute s
politician to affront the entire Chopin vote.

‘The dollar watch — which used to be
called a turnip—will be back next year at
$250. At that price it will be & tomato.—
Fort Myers News-Press. "

A Missouri judge has ruled it's legal for
& wife to go through her husband'’s pockets

whileé he is asleep. After the Christmas bills
are settled, rer, it is likely to be &
waste of Gasette.

Must It Be Boom And Bust?

an industrial revolution offering to the world new
m“dh'&hm beyond any former dream has destroyed our

Joseph & Stewart Alsop

be avoided. A new intimacy was
ween

Talt

wind up

‘They to be finding common
ground. If the two opposing cham=
plons d find common ground,
it was

ing him). tements on for-
eign policy have pretty well com-
mitted him to ‘opposition

Senator Vandenberg.on the Euro-
pean recovery program.
OPPOSITION GROWS

en, Tobey and Morse. These men
have always fought Taft. But the
problem takes on a new aspect when

80 practical a seasoned and sensi
ble politician as Senator Henry Ca«
i n

nection, was the dispute In the
Tecent party conterence over the
declaration of policy by the Repub-

an Senators. Senator Taft had
personally prepared his own draft,
which he asked the conference to

Harvard Business Review meat rationing, and
NO'hll‘\hlcurhhmonmtlpmh WA Nl . share of blame for rising prices
be the same old show. The 1029 crash still haunts ELUCTANTLY, with fear and misgiving, We are  on rising wages, without" mention-
our - feast like Banquo's ghost. Every economic prob- being forced into a vast project to furnish goods
:’Mhﬂﬂlu‘ amm&qh: Wheiming & N’n:.nlm et S l Grafto
on .
mhsmmﬁmnmmnhmm- Yet the fear of Russian expansion has pushed us w
centrated In fewer hands than ever before in the into the position of again being the arsenal of the
world's history. m:nnun:ru:mm
‘This sprawling._corporate ucracy is afrald Inst weapons. We en pe-
“p-u- Jking the vass wealth of the Eweaticth Timeteenth ooatuny while s forwerd i the
incapable of utilizing the vast wealth twentiel we
century industrial revolution. The country is des- .twentleth. PN B
of power, but new power devel- of there » threat to industrial seems o be creeping into the
opments might destroy the ting political organisations, frosen as they are to Republican _ campaign. The big
private industry. the institutions, ideas and methods of & nineteentn  poRUONCAN  CHORMER TC B
We are short of transportation. Yet if the de- In the face of ¢ Do - gloiare that Hary Truman i3 just
- velopment. transport should follow the patiern  yestments appear to be safe. Centralization 8f €0« g2 far left as Henry Wallace, that
of the development of the automobile, present Invest- npomio r is groater than it was in 1929, his Ad has
menta might be jeopardized by competitive struggle. riers to trade and to new industry are greater. VAS  Deallan' again, and that the man
con-
'WE ARE desperately shart of. medical service. Yt centration and these barriers o trade. B e (i Bl k)
the present vested in that chactic fleld That is the reason 1929 crash s still & anywhere.in
stand in the way of any plan for the widespread hy our thinking suit. But this can only have the
tribution of medical care. which lnterferes With the fumpe ‘beck'to 1, after twenty years. Half  effect of persuadi g
wh:mﬂ established o of our economic ‘thought is to llbenl-:lnand v;uun"ha %e
wherever we tum. when the next depression 3 otherwise vote for Wallace that
Historical analogies are unreliable, Yet there is (8 Dt apeseaton we &re attempting to  Derhaps they had better vote for
LN iy  between | U pressct“cbans, in- PFop up the familiar ingtitutions as men alvags do ""}fw:':‘- —
= times e want than at are publicans trying
lowed the Beformation.” Betore the Relormation 16 ey Shange ormaly o to o iosethe etiont
medieval thurch had become rarchy of econiomio Boclalists are taunting us with .our fallure to 1f the Republicans really want to
Situtions thet tiad cageed Biope o Troem Into S | make our % capitalistio system & dynamic'and - murder the Democrats, they ought
expanding force and cheerfully predicting that the o pralse them. The Truman can-

didacy can stand almost an
lamity but that, For it s the
left or far-left voter, who belleves

.
Mr. Taft's radio address of the

708 of our own oontry: limited to national boundaries, that
“In the Ages political government J We must Be«  oiher evening would have been
fupposed o be the temporal am of the Gourch, Tne oome the tndustrial leader of the world o perish. mieh mars efoilve, clecion-uise
erence with urch tical s s
was heresy. Today we are d«m" wl‘:b con= U man as one c{yn:ture'l noblemen.
mm curselvés that polical government fs ooly the uote, Unquote The Preaidency would have been in
arm of vast ess empires which follow .
the great principles of revealed truth, ‘Too many lawbreakers, habitual Something llke the same faintly
And 50 we find Congress trying to restore polit~ = STiminals, escape from punishment because of crowd- sulcidal tendency shows up on the
ical government to its proper place by reducing gove °0 court dockets .and other delays and also because  left, t00, where earnest liberals, in-
emment expenditures and removing government con-  Of 10opholes that hamper the whose duty it stead of arguing that one of the
trols. Yot &t the very outset of that program. 18 to detect crime, apprehend the guilty and gather  great parties shows marked liberal
the realisation that only America is capable of re the evidence, —8hreveport J tendencies and can be saved, pre-
economio in the world, and that Amer- Okiahoma man, convicted of stealing gas pipe,  fon lare that they stand
e e do It without the expendis 50 three Jours the jug. He should have confined alone, In & little Gideon's Army.
“Ml?.“wo".""\m’"' .,m""“‘ e n;:nmgn.:hhh:‘u:omlﬂ wh-uuloodu;nutnu,nwm
feturn g (La), m-lg. ht and left
Emhwtmmmhmmw umnu«umonwhuhmen oy lhun :o‘:l'plln"‘::ﬂhcd the
The world desperately needs goods. Our tra-* theyre avibis e WD Tt o ik . Dempartlo Farty, With la vam ep-
ditional economic organization has lﬁz way of bringing  they got that idea from ham sandwich depart- gllow“n‘r-,“unau :c::m::-r d‘mmm.yq
the supply to those who need It. All this was true ment in some of the eating\places we know. —Blrm-  “Ah, go on with you. You belong
in 1929, but nobody knew it. Today we realize that ingham Popt. 2 to the other alde. We have no time

Drew Pearson’s

Merry-Go-Round ¢
B Industry s now spending the huge sum
-sales campaign to

American oil
‘ of §1800,000 in & powerful counter
persuade people not to buy ofl.

fact is that it was only just recently that
was willing to face the facts regarding
Before that

freely as soon
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Republican Schism

WASHINGTON  ing rising profits. Benator Lodge
Bisenhower embroglio is a reacted to this proposed draft with
side lssue, compared to the some heat, and motion 1t
process now at work among the Was amended and toned down.
Congressonal ublicans, It mat- This was, of course, A pro-
ters much loss the ibli= ry . The struge
cans may nominate, than whether gle will take place, as already noted,
the forward-looking or backward- ~gver Recovery Pro-
- looking faction of the party is vic- | gram, As may be judged from the
torious in their long, grim, interne
cine war, And for present pur- mlmost frreslatible impulse of the
poses, the declalve battle In this  more reactionary Republicans is.to
conflict within the Republican Par-  fight ERP by every flank attack
ty is almost to be fought they can devise, There is no doubt
over the European recovery pro- that the rock-ribbed Senate old
X guardists, like Wherry of Nebras-
Last Summer; many Republican  ka, Brooks of Illinols, and Kem of
leadera hoped that this battle could  Missouri, will yield to this tempta~
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Asking For Defeat

;

measage, the gap between the par-

tles ruddenly shows Like open wae

The plain truth i that the Res

puubllenn cov;ln-lmnl leaders can't
le]

head to do

'0il Shortage Certain To Get Much Wotse

sachusetts, son of the former Ambassador to Qreat Britain,

Wagner Jr., son of New York's veteran Senator.




