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Truﬁum’s Vi;urn‘ To The Left {

HIS classic work on American politics,
The American Commonwealth, Lord
Bryce wrote more than 70 years ago that
“no ‘radical’ Republican can be elected to
the Presidengy and no ‘conservative’ Dem-
ocrat can be élected to that office.” It now
1s a commonplace that If the nation wants
& conservative it will go all the way and get
the “real thing” in a Republican, and if 1t
is ready for a liberal the country will !.\u-n|
0 the party of Jefferson and Jackson.

F. D. Roosevelt accepted the analysls of
this astute Englishman, preached it and
applied it successfully for four terms in the
‘White House. The Republicans, with great
misgivings, defied Bryce's law In 1940 when
they nominated the liberal Wendell Will-
kie. The Democrats still remember sadly
what happened In 1924 when they ignored
Bryce and nominated John W. Davls,

Bob as Truman's
General and Democratic chalrman, tried to
sell the Bryclan idea to our conservative
President from Missour! -but Mr. Truman
didn't digest enough of It to do himself and
‘his party any good {n 1046, when the lib-
erals, the progressives and labor stayed
home and the Republicans seized control of
Congress. Mr. Truman has been studying up
since then and the result is what Bob Taft
calls the return of “the ghosts of the old
New Deal with new trappings.” The Presl-
dent's veering to the left has been mani-
fested for the last several months and is
pronounced In his State of, the Union mes-
sage to Congress this week.

There is & question whether or not Presi-
dent Truman has come to this revival too
late to put much life in the New Deal
ghosts. The Administration and the Demo-
cratic Party in Congress contaln so many
Republicrats in positions of power that it
will take a great deal of straining for the

Board’s Mistake In Fritz Case

voting to restore the teaching certifi-
cate of R. L. Fritz Jr., former principal
of the Hudson School, the State Board of
Education has worked itself out of a diffi-
cult hole into an awkward and confusing
position.

‘The Board split 6 to 3 in reversing its
unanimous decision of last August, when it
revoked Mr. Fritz's certificate upon the
shoWwing that he was responsible for plyroll
padding at the Hudson School.

This reversal of the Board's stand comes
shottly after Mr. Fritz's release in Superlor
Court, which found no evidence of criminal
intent and charges that the
school principal had obtained State school
funlis by false pwumu

. As we read its decision, the Board now
is saying that it was walting for the Court
1o pass judgment on Mr. Fritz before mak-
ing a 'final determination of his right to
hold a'teaching certificate, and that it was
guided by the Court's finding. ﬂ that is
%0, why did the Board ude
in August that Mr. Fritz was \Inmllll.ﬂu to
‘serve s a teacher in North Carolina?

The Board states it is restoring Mr.
Fritz's certificate because “of the opinion
that he has been sufficlently punished.”
Sufficiently punished for what? Is the
Board’s order an exoneration or ‘& con-
demnation of irregular payroll practices?

voters w belleve that this leftist movement
is going very far beyond Nov. 2. Beyond
that, this doesn't seem to be a year
in which the country is ready for a
liberal. In a boom time, when the old free
enterprise system is roaring and glving em-
ployment to everyone, the American peoplc-
simply can’t put their minds on social or
economic reform to any great extent. They
are holding their hats In the inflation gale
but they will not be ready for another great
liberal leader until they find themselves in:
the depression ashcan.
It seems to us that Mr. Truman not'only
walted too long to apply Bryce's theory but
“he now is leaning on it too heavily. The
fact is Lord Bryce's observation has
valldity this year than at any time in
American history, except the war years,
The conservative and liberal trends have
been confused In this country by the critical
world situation. America apparently would
like to go to the right while the boom lasts
but it has been frightened by the specters
of world economic collapse, Communism

* and war. It s looking for a leader who will

deal courageously with inflation angd direct
American world leadership along paths
which promise world economic stability
and peace In the atomic age.

In adding fuel to the old left-right con-
tention in America, Mr. Truman may have
started a sideshow for the 1948 campaign
which will divert the public’s: main atten-
tion from the theater in which he is mak-
ing his principal contribution as a states-
man. His New Deal call’ may. offset the
‘Wallace threat from the extreme left but It
plays into the hands of Republican rough
riders of reaction and isolation, who are
happy to have this battle fought out over
reform in America rather than world re-
construction.

Mr. Fritz obviously was subject to discl-
plinary action but both he and the public
were entitled to have this conducted in a
manner that left room for no doubt over
the Board's motives and intentions and
produced a decision that stood on its own
merits. The Board either should have de-
ferred its “punishient” until after the
Court acted or closed its part of the case
in August. It passed up an to
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People’s, Plhtform

minimize what

te Reunion to Charlotte and not Mr.
llul a8 stated in your issue of Saturday,

It was well known that the Reunion wanted to

come to North Carolina in 1929. It had grown much
smaller with the and was no longer the .
mammoth affair that some of us, n -

do s0.a day after it revoked the teacher’s
certificate, when Mr. Fritz made restitu-
tion of the $1,641 involved in the payroll
padding. -That was the time to tix clearly
the discipline for a school officlal who
handles Btate funds frregularly without
criminal intent.

As the matter now stands, Mr. Fritz has
been out of his regular job since August
and his re-employment still is uncertain,
80 the Board's action amounts to an indefi-
nite suspension.  The school man stands
in the anomalous position of having ex-
plated for his offense but he still is be-

+ dent which prejudices orderly and uniform’

disciplinary procedure,  The public interest
suffers from a vague and cohtradictory de-.
cision on a question of conduct by our
teachers that demands cryatal clear clari-
fication. -

Taft, Santa Claus And Stalin

Sounon should start editing Senator
Mlmwau he dashes to the

the nmputn if the Republicans expect to
win this contest.

‘We take two samples from Taft's answer,
this week to the Pruident'l State of the
Union message.

“In this picture,” sald the GOP polley-
maker, “the Federal Government comes
forward again as Santa Claus himself, with
a rich present for every speclal group in
the United States . .. If anyone has ex-
pressed a desire In a letter to Banta Claus,
that desire is to be promptly filled.”

A little later, in the same speech, he sald:
“A ten-year Truman plan would leave as
much freedom In this country as Stalin's

Both statements are so extravagant, and
80 puerile, that it will take a very blind or
“unthinking voter indeed to swallow them
painlessly. It is apparent: that the GOP
leader doesnt rate the public's IQ above
the eleven-year-old level but we belleve it
1s golng to take something more than drivel
of this charactersto convince Americans
that it 1s wrong or impractical to regulate
profits, soclalizs medicine, bulld more
TVA's, expand schools, plan & more bal-
anced economy, etc. The people ‘can see

that Mr. Taft is trying not to reason with .

them but to frighten them when he meets
evety Truman proposal with the cry that
it will lead to bankruptcy and the totalita~
rlan police state.

It seems to us that the greatest polluul
mistake the Republicans are making at this
moment is in underestimating the intelll-

five-year plan has left in Russia.” gence of the American voter. -
From The Louisville Courier-Journal
A Demagogue’s Device i

szm has Negro-balting been shown up
as sheer political depravity more clear-
ly than in Herman Talmadge's new propo-
al to keep Georgia's ballot lily-white. Old
Gene's son is a bright young man, and
doubtless sees the trend of the times as
well as anybody else. But he kndbws when
he has a vote-catcher, and he is making
the most of the knowledge.

It is now as plain as day that Federal
courts will throw out, as fast as the points
are raised, any and all devices of the white
supremacy boys to keep the Negroes from
.voting. The rule has been made. The
death blow has been lald upon the white
primary and tirough it upon all Jaws which
would restrict the suffrage. These have
been properly described as subterfuges to
evade constitutional guarantges. And In
progosing for Georgia an educational test
for voters, Talmadge merely selzes upon
another subterfuge. |

Talnadge proposes a law to inake would-
be voters answer “satistactorily” certain
questions propounded by a group of regis-
trars. This is an obvious dodgé. It is the

iple of Alabama's iniquitous “Boswell
ndment.” No, matter how highly edu-

whom the Jocal machine would keep from
voting), or how profound his statement, the
s registrars can simply say the lnlweu are
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‘Lun-ﬁc Fringe
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iptioned, “Wallage Calls “Lunatic
’mzluo"' is e'n'n'ad ¢larification of the term,
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Drew Pearson’s

‘“Now For A Hell Of A Putt’ e
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‘Invitations To Charlotte

Fedentatives in Washington stated, “Only the lunatio
Iringe would follow Henry Wallace.” He used lunatic
85 Mr. Webster defines it, meaning insane, etc.

Guoting your editorial in essence, *It isn't &
fringe that can be isolated from our whole popula-
tion but is an clement that is diffused throughout
our social body. In other words there is & bit of
lunacy—which all of us have in varying degrees.”

Lunacy ‘expluined in the above terms gives us a
clear meaning, and not as a slur, that was intended
for just a portion of the American voters as stated
by the “Sliver-Tongued Qrator from North Carolina.
Tofrthereka.lnvhymun-pplv
lunatic fringe to our entire population is that we be-
Il:vu with fanatic zeal in “Our ' “Our policles,”
ete.,, without reasonor study from all apgles. We
must use reason in the terms of the following quota-
tion: ¢Reason is nothing else but & portion of the
Divine Spirit set In a human body.” In other words
wo must have spiritusl reasoning,

‘The last special session of Congress seemed to be
on a “binge of the fringe,” julilﬂr!hauk‘oluu.
parties.

Glving other flmmll quotal ! “Reason 1s our
soul’s left hand, Faith her l'l(hl by by Lheu we reach

diyinity. ~Donne.

& “Reason is measured by size or height but by
principle.” —I‘ch!ltul Cira 60 RD.

Another quotation that should be in neon lights
ln Lhe hllll of Congress, is “Give no bountles; make
secure life and property and you need

Emerso

nol [I'IC alms,"—]
~ALVIN W. RADER.
Quote, Unquota
land of Spportunity,

than the gold fields of California or
e Clmarron. The It

elopment ,
the Industry and
agriculture that evolve from it. They are Y
tunities not for the carpetbagger or the apnortu
but for-the young men of serious p who '-nl
mn d families and the ehlm to develop the

Lord vothom
of honest ambition

tunms '-hu. are open ':‘
and willingness to llbor for a fllu and just reward.—
13

Savannah N

The People’s Platform 13 avatiable to any
reader who cares to mount it. Communications
should be less than: 300

! cases and upon r%u:,
ttors,

wtnna ﬂu writer's name.—|

Marquis Childs

State Of The Union

'WASHINGTON
‘HE few definite recommenda-
e n the President's State

cided it would be best
& pleasantly flavored mixture that
would nrodnco & minimum of con-
1mveny um of eas:

tance.
lll.nce Jback at the State of
of

are meant to 3
ousing as an example, Tn
his message of a year ago, Presi-
dent Truman sald some brave
things about housing. He told the
Co 1,000,000
had been put
under construction and that more
thun 605000 units had “already.
been completed.” Fhen he went on
to predict that in 1047 “the num-
ber of dwelling units bullt will ap-
proach, it not surpass, th

nstruction year of .1926."

‘The figures for ‘47 fall far below
these optimistic hopes. The number
of units started last year, accord-
ing to the Housing and Home
Finance Agency, was 794,600, and
;}‘\; ll;!ﬂunber of units completed was

+ The President, In mal his
claim of a y2ar ago, referred to the
peak construction of 1926. In that

units started was 937,
NEED GREATER NO'

Thus, 1947 was under both those
years and under the actual peak
by a w!de margain, The meaning of

to think

um. uuneedtmymnu
was not nearly so great as it is to-
day. The population was

smaller.
And World War I did far less than -
terfering  wit

World War 11 in ntert
the normal flow ¥
“The Government," Mr.
n in .v.nu-zy of m1, “will
continue to expedite the flow of
key bullding materials, to lm:
non-residential construction, and to
glve financial support where it will
do the most good."

g
A month before he spoke those

good intentions, the President had
permitted Wilson Wyatt to_resign ’

Housing Administrator, Wyatt's
Tesignation came atter it had bebn {

Inside Labor )

made plain to him thlt he would
not get backing for measures he
belleved essentialy to carry out &
realistic housing program.

In 1047 the flow of key Du.l.\d.\n.

materials was not expedited. Non-
residential cenlnnnuon—m
tracks, roller coasters thea!
flourished at a greater rate than
ever. Pinancial support went (o
so-called veteran's housing. But

costs, this

Tents at a rate which puts it beyond
most veterans.

Yet, on the Slate of the Union
in 1948, we find Mr. Truman say»

'
xt decade, we must
family has

vigorous new
l!chnlquu to In'!r the cost of
bullding.”
nl!CUIIION D' POWER
Botween
between -moum

there 1s a vast gap. That gap repre-
sents the division between the

to back Wyatt's program the

never
have apptoved it. The Republicans
can e back to the
ln\h.md.hn-n-r.nnm’
of fine words can cover up the
failures. The nobje words may do
more .harm good, since they

N.maor'lc-tngnavudounﬁ
stop the consequences of failure,.

Mr. Hartley Is Tqugh'

By VICTOR RIESEL
NEW

ose crogs-country
are happily arranging free broad-
cast time for their Number One
headache, ex-horn-tooter Jimmie
Petrillo—because there’ll be only
one standby, Pred A, Hartley, Jr.

Jimmte has promised to be on
Mind  Monday. Jan. 19, for
the rst big show in Mr. Hartley's
serfes of mid-winter Wash!

Iabar hearings. In the thres motthe
e Congressman hopes to put into
the Credora. (thate one "Petrilo
can't ban), enough evidence to back
up his 1048 program for tougher
labor laws.
gathered from a conversa-
tion with him today, Hartiey wants
three new laws, each enough to
give the labor leaders high blood
pressure.
Congressman Hartley was very
blunt about it,
own election drive and the Presl-
dential campaign he me he
wants Forther “curbe’ on
unions: g

He would like to subject all
unfons to the restralnt of trade
laws which would make it a federal
offense, for example, for Petrillo to
ban the cutting of masical records,
or prohiblt “live” musicians from
playing on television brosdcasts and
from -shutting. down
chains with & strike on mmnlxm.

L ..

Hartley nlso sald he wants a law
which would prevent plcket lines or
other unlon® activity from inter-
fering with those who want to work,
during & strike,

And he would find some way to
ban country-wide strikes, such as
John Lewls may call in the coal
flelds early this SBummer or Wpl-
tegReuther may order in the auto

On the eve of his

industry late this spring.

mn'- hy “next

‘Tuesday, Mr. Hartley begin

llelrml testimony !mm n"k:ilh of

chains, ~record-cute

unn companles, o tele-
vision set producers and

for Hollywood's music and enter-

world, o

Jtainment

“Petrillo has & tough
crack” Hartley admits. "Alld ll'l .
unfortunate that the Taft-Hartley
law gives Lewls a welfare f\lﬂd and
deprives the musicians of one. Pe-
trillo's \du-m.lulon dollar fund

provided jobs.

“But, 'hlle Petrillo is protecting
maybe the 20000 men who earn
l unu as f\lll ﬂm musicians, he's

h the work of some
asoooo the radio and
music 'uﬂd 'llh his strikes. The
answer to m-tuhlwlyu-mu-
trust laws to unions.”

|nl-l

that s Inadequate 10 with
that it's in cope
certaln situations,” the Congress-
Mr. lﬂ-l" yhlnnwhnnod
Hmuun-huumc uuold
Fasnin glon town this

Merry-Go-Round .
PARIS

Bm' lett '-hl United States, many newspaper editors
and even & m umber 0! h’lendlhlp Train commit-
tees asked me to report pn the distribution of their care-
ﬂlm ’;1:‘ m"‘(’m':n;'f recelvod by lh;‘.mnch
talian people. leaving Europe, this is my
attempt to do 0.
American’ newsmen who are imparttal if not critical ob-
servers report that, in general, the peoph o! all Prance and

her own nnd money hurneyu\x to Arras but when she
got there Lbwery, who has consisiently  opposod ‘publicity
for frlepdahip food, turned thumbs
In Italy, Iikewise, John Secondart o the Columbla Broad-
casing snum Carl Cortesi of the Rome Dally American,
Margo Atwood of the American Broadcasting Co. and Ritu
Hum- of the North American Alliance

F rlendshlp Food Well Publicized Abroad .

Christmas e These pleture stories, however, have
been most popur; espectally i Tialy e chowdd &b

tion platforms fought for coples of II Progresso,

Conimunists Bitterly Opposed '
TTHE only discordant note in the French reception of the
p Train

sccompanied wubsequent friendahip trains in “order to- el
the traln's sory to every part of that count
Robert, Blako of Ameriean A to France and

was sounded by the Communist paper,
Humanite, last week in an editorial lmn‘ me a8 &
“blackguard and with ill breeding.” .

Italy—even to f towns—seem fully fanii] bt -
not _satisfactory. o Friandibiy) Treth a0l mtive b e b, Tty Herbert, Behenkersof, the Jewin Joii: Distribution Gommipy 414 i accomplices” concluded Humasite, e 0 conemp
/ ' - been three weeks since the first Ship arrived at La  tee -orud nuht day for & .uua month, making sure no The most significant wﬁ,‘f.' g:‘t::'a:: hm'g-
The polnt is that Talmadge:is running ~ Havre but the newspapers still are carrying stories about bution of the food. Atatatatemient, It Is soAnda) s frrad
the subsequent frains and, toda; Sqir_announces Betore T left the. Dnited. Biaten many. people questioned  Tavaged by floods, trucks display o showing the
for Goyemor of Gdorgta, and the primazy | - 32 S o Bduention was of ity oot AINOUDCE! iho efficlency of local. European distribution systems. How. Friendahip Train when the products ited do not
election s only sbout six months off. Thus *'gor'y eoatest 1nthe schoots of (hé. satis coubtry, ever, my obrvation s tha the Prench ERtPAd and the  come at all from neross the Atanic. 1% » svindle, Un-
his proposal is betrayed as campaign thun- in which prizes will be awarded ﬁ,,- the, twenty best letters on  Italian Endsi, the chief relief agencles here, are effictenr, doubtedly the orfani i
der. 1t is the old game of playing to local  the Priendahip Train. These letters will be. made into a Quick ;3: AbMlaely Bimost: They etk tn opmploe tes- Y cromciToe con “_‘”:‘M;" 1 ‘"“_lmu
brelndics {0 guin xa Impediajeddmniat. Sl s 48 ptoniby the:twg Freeh ahildren . X T e Bropoetld fieve b eade in Ttaly to thank the bearing the Inscription ‘made v America” or ‘giftof the good
A e e Priendhip Train. One, by the r.Truman.' "
election. . Indeed, it may never be passed.  Much credt for the m““"“ intmest of “‘;,:’,':,“: Rome newspaper, Momento Sers, fuggests that som anclent,  Despite Humanite's charges, however, the food delivered
And if It were passed, it is almost certain radio men under a commiltge headed by Henry Cussidy of the  4nd highly priscd work of wrt be sent to Washington for” by trucks to Metz. Nancy, and the flooded clties of Eastern
1o be invalidated, as the un-American thing  Netisna Broatasting (o2 Teho made site Wit an Amgrican  46posit in the Smithsonian or National M In Plorence, Prance actually did come Friendship Train. It
it 1, by the Supreme Court. Talmadge's . representative was.on.each of the shorter trains. Because % TOUP of Artiss propose sending several art. gifta to the was delivered there foegied dﬂ- Jood supnly was cut
> th 1s - 'the citfes of greatest need fan aut from Paris and couldn American :iwhille an Iislian, SocipenyTIn- ‘elir: flood (s0d | whetfrked “the: Oomen WA £ by
own words, confessing that the thing very'well be reached by one or two tratns, several trains wers COM.” is preparing a. newsretl, entitled “Thanks, ~American 'omen.Ras -namnmm also
almed at keeping Negroes from .voting, i necessary. Lansing Warren. of the New York Times accom- * America,” showing the Ill.lm reception of I-he Priendship  accompanied the trucks with the friendship posters on them
the best evidence of undemocratic intent ° the special train to Nantes where ceremonies were ITain. Premier Alcide de Lrlbuud to make sure the local people knew where the food came from.
that any court could ask. E,.. explaining now the food was collected ‘M the f 20,000 lire out of his own pocket to help pay )lu The grateful people awarded these ladies the gold medal of
{3 motive behind it. Paul Ghall of the Chicago Dally News ac- for this film, as did also Foreign Minister Carlos slom lnd Metz in appreciation.
However, the purpose will then have been companied the ispecial train to 3 .m Bob Parker of ‘Deir assistants, % Russians who wers
served. Talmadge, being his father's'son,  International News Service went to Rouen whero the resi- Holping to tell the story ot \ve been two * amart enough to get publicity when they delivered food. Or, &
Emows ing incandiary naare of the e S 1 Gt st sy ity o i o o R e
he has raised. He will, he fancies, have “@‘ | 2 “by Look Magasine, showing pictures of the train as it t since it has unfortunately come
won, and the race issue will not have been YMCA Sounds Sour Note traveled through the U. 8. A. terrible
the leagt of the factors of victory. But the . | 2 S ‘Various -alrlines, mncluding TWA, Pan Amegican, Alr Peargon,
secret out. This is why demagogues one sour note was sounded by Lowery of the Prance Army l, pal ly vol- of the -
> et Paris YMOA who, when Mrs. Alice of hild  unteered to fly these booklets to Europe in get. them the
and w,' of tn act ax tha in annkasman  hara in Hima - Siriharmand sha aveiod th i i




