wmo?c an auditorfum and
aemlnuana this desk at a moment
temperatire was several degrees

tull‘hvlth the problem presented by
llmﬂ Gw! ln its occupation of

wu, lt seemed, no complete solu-
the issue- ralsed by the Quard in
1ts demand to take over the Armory ground
permanently and - the main. audl-

‘ditorfum’s “use by the general public and
evicting the Youth €enter for teen-agers.
[Tt was indisputable that the Guard need-
‘ad the facilities 1t requested, that it was
ititled t5 them under the law establish-

ing the Armory and that the city offered
A0 other adequate quarters for the Guard.
it was alio clear that a deelsion In favor

of the Guard, over the protésts of the Park
&' Recreation Commission, would leave the
fteen-agers out A the cold, or rather In
_ the July heat, until a new clubhouse could
" be construgted for them, and deprive
-other citizens of considerable pleasure
In tht months ahead. It has been esti-
mated that the Guard's use of the suditor-

Mm twite ‘weekly, thus ltmiting the au- -

which still 1s In the process of construc-
tion. This visit yielded the impression that
the Naval armory will not provide enough
room for Natlanal Guard drills and it also
brought the adyice, from a Navy-man, that
it was unlikely that the Army would be
welcomed there, despite the recent action
n Washington for unification of the
services.

On returning, we read the story of Mayor
Baxter's hopeful plans and realized what
8 simple matter the problem presented by
the Armory actually was. And we wondered
why such an answer to this urgent ques-
tion hadn't been made by the people of
Charlotte long ago. We still are wondering.

Anyone who read the story In Taz Nrws
mILn some of the Important activities be-
e Youth Center and the Naplonal
Guurd‘ that have been discommoded or
discouraged by the Inadequate facilities
must have wondered, too. The Community
Coneert Assoclation and the Charlotte
Symphony Orchestra were reported Lo be
having difficulty obtainfng the Armory on
desired dates. The bullding, erected in 1920
in a hurry for a reunion of Confederate
velerans, Is used up and downstalrs every
dny and the demand rises with the elty's
grawth.

'me little drama of the confilct beiween

nd the

¢ lum would eurtall other In the
© bullding to the point of reducing annual
" attendance by 65,000

“Then someone suggested that the Na-
Honal Guard might use the Armory which
[ the Navy Department Is bullding here for
Naval Regerve units. That called for a
stroll beyénd the underpass on Sixth Street
for an inspectlon of this new building,

-
ulnly Is sufficlent notice that the prob-
lem has advanced beyond the stage where
the Armory auditorium will ¥o if we don't
mind the ‘inconvenience and the loss of
relvic pride. It barely met the city's needs
eighteen years ago and it doesn't seem to
be good enough on any eount for- the,
Charlotte of 1947.

Dewey Needs Something Else

'OVERNOR THOMAS E. DEWEY 'has re-

turned to his native state of Michigan,
tactfully avelding political conferences In
the balliwick of Senator Vandenberg, an-
other formidable contender ‘for the 1943
Republican nomination for President. As
the Governor settles down In Owosso for
what, we suspect, will be the moat restful
days of his “vacatlon” tour, Dr. George
Gallup's polisters réport that President
Truman holds a 51-49 per cent advantage
over the youthful New Yorker in a Presi-
dentfal “trial heat”,

Dr. Gallup's statisties will be heartily
welcomed by Goverrior Dewey's backers, as
well as by those who In the past feweweeks
have.vaulted aboard the Dewey handwag-
on, more out of respect for New York's 47
electoral votes than from personal enthus-
{asm for the 1944 candidate. The figures
indicate Dewey's tremendous popularity
sixteen months before the election: and

" the two per.cent Truman advantage might
easily be erased during the Intervening
period. The President will continue to be
in a vulnerable political spot while Dewey

Iy avolds the limelight In Albany.

It 1s concelvable, however, that the Re-
publicans may smisinterpret the mood of
the country In allowing Dewey to obtain
the Republiean nominatlon By default s
second time. While the silence on national
affairs which he has rigidly maintained
may make the Governor a more popular
candidate than Senators Taft and Vanden-
‘berg or Governor Stassen, Republicans will
ot find it easy to prevent voters from as-
soclating Dewey with the record they have
complled In Congress.

The 1948 campalgn is lable to be based
on lssues, n‘mer than personalities, for the

first time since the beginning of the
Roosevelt era. As was not the case during
the 1936-44 campaigns, voters will cast
thelr ballots on fhe records of the two
parties rather than their like, or dislike, for
the ‘President. The Republican record in
the current session of Congress, with the
possible exception of the Taft-Hartley uvr
which may yet prove to be a boomera:
hardly dne which will prove attractive m
Independent voters who may hold the bal-
ance of gower. Some political observers
have declared that the Republican leader-
ship deliberately postponed “soclal legisla-
tion" untll the 1948 sesslon in order Lo
muke the greatest political capital of such
leglalation during the campaign: even so,

the voters are not all likely to be fooled .

when the Old Guard begins to concern it-
self about the public welfare.

Should the Republicins fall to push
through some politically attractive legisla-
tion In the next session, enly the nomina~
tion of ' candidate of such liberal stature
a8 Harold Stassen would bear much welght
with _independent voters..(The Gallup poll
also indicated this week thal 10 per cent
of those questioned had not made up their
minds between President Truman and
Governor Dewey). From-all indications, the
Old Guard will never be able to stomach
Stassen: yet if it fails to make some con-
cession to the liberal vote in the next
Congress, and then pushes Dewey through
At the convention next Jure, It may cast
aside the best chances for a Republican

" victory since 1928.

Desplte hiz popularity in the opinion
polls, Governor Dewey provides no certaln
Ruarantee that in January, 1949, the GOP
will not still be on the outside looking ln.

War And The Man In The Street

TE! investigation of Howard Hughes and
his fabulous flying boat, with its
dancing girls and round-the-world press-
Agents, has already departed from the
realm of the probable, But before It pased
through the looking glnss ong Merril Melgs,
& former War Production Board official,
Rresented testimony which should be pre-
secved for posterity,

WPB, sald Mr, Melgs, didn't think much
of the flying boal but, while not actually
subjected to undue political pressure, ap-
proved it anyway. WPB, it seems, read &
great polential threat into the fact that
Henry .J. Kalser was connected with the
project. If the agency rejected the flying
boat, Mr. Melgs said, there was great dan-

- ger that Mr. Kalser would take his case to
the people. “He was active in publicity,
he regarded himself as a miracle
¢} sounded good to the man in the

Mr. Melgs testified.

n. |
street,”
Thus the villian In the piece turns out to
be the people. That tyrant, the man in the
mn lt the bureaucratic elbow

Another Voice . .

Straws In
1045 the farm debt as represented by

Mr

ready to dictate policy any time he was
summoned into action by a canny press-
agent. WPB could fend off the glib-
tongued patriot who stood to make a fast
dollar out of a war contract. but it could
not handle the man who would ultimately
have ta foot the bill,

This, to say the least, Is a refreshing new
approach. It is not particularly compl-
imentary to the man In the street, since
Melgs and his colleagues on WPB
clearly regarded him as a dolt. But It does
serve as a reminder of his power—a power
that makes the machinations of the pro-
fessional pressurists seem puny Indeed. It
Is comforting, somehow, to realize that in
order for the burcaucrats to make the
MLTS. a fall guy for those things that
went wrong, they must also eredit him for
those things that went right. Maybe he
couldn't tell a ‘fantastic flying boat when
he saw one (this Is conjecture; of course,
since nobody ever really asked him) but he
seems to have guessed right often enough
to win the war.

The Wind
. second Roosevelt Administrations, until
Germany attacked Poland In 1930 and set
off another World War. But by Jan. 1, 1048,
ownera of American farm lands had re-
duced their total outstanding mortgage by
more than 50 per cent. They cut it to $5,-
089,000,000,

Eighteen months ago the.tide of debt
liquidation ceased, and a tide of borrowing
#et In. The lure of 40-cent cofton and $2-
m-; is Irresistable. The mortgage debt,

was Increased $170,000,000 in 1948,

We have the tigures from a source which
knows its mortgages, the Institute of Life
Insurance. They are to be depended on.

‘What they portend is anybody's guess.
But we remember well what happened be-
tween 1918 and 1923, and especlally what

" happenad in the alxteen years thereafter—
_Atlanta Journal,

Samuel Grafton
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HINGTON
NE way of previewing next years Presidential
election 1s 10 speculate on how It will look to 21-
r-c]dL t0 young men and women casting their

It may look & littie dull to them, Mr. Drll).
example. may still seem young and

been Governor of New York lrln md lhll

aetintely takes. him- out o the boy

flrs

m
has
nat

t valee of Dext year has nol really lived through

nmu prosecutions of ten years or
ago; m, i just sometl he
Tead about. ke the Spanian Armads He mar
even remember any other Gavernor of New Yark.

since Mr. Dewey took office when the coming first
Voter was about fifteen.

M
to youih,
crons-country irips can

r. Dewey will have to find other wais Lo appeal
but one doubts that his careful suategic
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these days,

n who started life as
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Thats kind of dram:
It oa little easy,

Bui one wonders If o the [irst voiers the whole
ation-intervention argument doesn't fee] almost
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of Upton Sinclairs ~The Jungle ”
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when the first voler was thirteen years old, Gnd!
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ket him rlsking lsapproval on benall of Mr. Rooss-

velt,

HS%

for
tha

tion, e -

tran !
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© wondertulsomething “anicn
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bering 1948, especially, as the year in which they cast
their first ballots; they will recall it mnnd as the
year in which the convertible was

lmL Frestdential election after the biggest of wars.

People’s Platform

Mercy's Story

Editors. THE Nrws
N.benalf of the Advisory Board of Merey Hos-
pital. 1 want 1o thank vou and THE NEWS staff
for the splendid support you and they have given
Us In the furd raidig campalgn new in progress.

v

CHARLOTTE

It was our firm belief in the beginning. and that
belief has been comfirmed by the cvent, that if
the people of Charlotle knew Lhe service that Mercy
Hospital was rendering the community, then com-
munity support would not be lacking.

Although we have not yet reached our finan-
cial goal one objective has definitely been reached,
Our people do know Mereyy sny. In Accomplish-
ing this, Tur News nas bén most heloful: in fact,
A mejor factor. My own and the Board's view on thix
18 conftrmed by friends and mcquaintances every-
where T g,

All of us connected with Merey and the came
palan wish you well,

. H. GOVER,
nmmum ‘Mercy Advisory Board.

Farewell To Keif
Edltors, Twe News:
THE letter by 8gt. Philin D. Keif of Pope Pleld |l’|

his farewell to North Carclina Is quite amusing. T
was born and edueated In Philadelphia and married
& Southern man and eame south to live thirty
years ago and I wouldn't give up the South as I
knaw it for anv thing they have to offer north of
the so-called Mason and Dixon line.

Mr. Kelf has been living or visiting on the wrong
side of the tracks. He evidently has not met any
real Southern ladies or gentlemen, Many Northern
boys in uniform found the South disappointing be-
,cause they drank 0o much and couldn't see the
beautiful scenery.

T wonder If Mr Keif knows that his N
friends come to North Carolita to be rdntlhd in
the collegés provided for’ them here!

80 go back where you came from Mr, Keil. Just
leave the South for those who love it and 1 am one.

—ELIZABETH PICKERING.

“The People’s Platform {s avéilable to any
reader who cares to mount it. Communications
thould be less than 300 rwords, typewritten if
on only one M! ﬂf the paper.

Marquis Chil&a

IX montha ago, o-nn c. m.p Wml

ahall became feud between
G the sécompaimint of v we must play
salvos of pns- mc-  and those W!
corded any rlnm An Chief  security is In”
ntﬁuﬂﬂumulmwham will not be

won wering reputation. thor -of the

Having completed his temporary out of elrcums|
assignment in China, General Mar-  control of any
shall's desire was o retire to his CREDIT SHARED
country home at Leesburg, Va. He _ « Having more modesty than moit
was 64 years old. He looked for- public figures, Marshall does: not
ward to . well-earned claim all the credit for what has
quiet in his latter years been achieved. - His mew . planning

At t . stalf, headed by George F. Ken-
he accepled the new task. nah, has had & lot to do with
of us were fearful, at the time of shaping the Marshall plan, Ttie
his appolntment, that salvos  fact remalns, however, that 1t was
of pralse were too vagant.  Marshall who instituted the plan-
To make him sound like's miracle- ~ ming staftf and manned it with some
worl in view of what he faced, of men in the depart-
Wiy & M' rvice, e ‘ment.

Bul after s mod ‘stresi  Ome of the few critical attacks
and strain, 6f trial and testing, Marshall followed his return
“Marshall's tion Ul loons  from Moscow. An- inspired news
large. It has been a crowded six  story sald he had held himself too
months with events pressing at the Moscow conference
upon the other, beginning with the  and had not called on the otlier

oscow conference. TS Of the delégation for their
BEYOND MAGIC . " help and counsel, Those - whe

Secretary Marshall hn not by  watched him at close range refute
a0y magic altered funda-  this 5 he is naturatly
mental relationships Lnn exis! he made every effort to
before he took office. Those who Include his colleagues In all tme
understood the realitles of the portant discyssions.

Boviel-U. 8. position never be-  Almost inevitably, with politics ta

posi|
lieved that he could bring about
an overnight change.

What he has done in six months
ix lo present the world with an
alternative (0 chaos and | catas-
trophe, The

consequences
shall's’ Harvard Unlver:llj speech
have been astonishin

I is

ot merely that repre-
s Of sixteen European na-

incomplete _failure,
change of heart in
the British have now been promised
4 milllon tons of wheat from
&ussia,

The Marshall plan may fall It
may fuil because the competition
between East and West settles into
& competition for bigger and bet-
ter mrmaments. Or & may fall,
more immedintely, because of the
division In the Goverament in

Stewcart Almg

of Mar-"

the, fore on the eve of m- Presis
contest.  Marshall's  pres
eminent position 1 recorded with
a ceftain mlu-y in the of
the Republ -ppeuum He iy
‘by all .odds Presiden \ Trumig's
greatest asset.
ABOVE. POLITIOS

For his own part, Secretary Mar-
shall has done luryt.h.ln( he coula
from the itics
oul non=
political agent of ali the Ammm

- people.

The position he occupies today (s
not unlike that which Cordell Hull
beld a5 Beeretary of State under
President Roosevell. Like Hull,
Marshall In the repositopy of

* enormous public confidence. There

Is One sure way to take the Sece
retary of Btate out of politics,
That is for the Republican

is elected. he wil keep Marshall
in hia present office. Thal is also
the best way to insure the con-
tinuity of & bi-partisan forele
palicy.

How Far Right?

WASHINOTON
E just finished session of the
80th Congress leaves behind

& Home uuue have been exceeds
ingly  active
The 'nn “housing bill has bm:

ome blg palitical question: “Just  partly smuclaied in the Se
haw is the p b
Party7- It has been BItierly 6. in the Hotse Meanahile ie eftor -

marked that on A secret ballot.
g00d many in Congrt

of Wilson Wyatt, former Housing
A has Deen complete-

(like & good many Bouthern Dem-
ocratsr would cheerfully vote to
shoot the poor. Bul fo Dafty s
lo be judged by It lunatic fringe.
The real problem—vital In view of
ihe prospects for 1948—1s o know
where the true Republican average
liea

ullar nature of the Re-
publican sirategy makes the prob-
lem difficult. Knowing that the
Republican. in  Congress
would play a large part in the com-
ing election, the party’s Congress-
fonal lenders tacitly agreed on &
decidedly astute plan. This sesslon

given 1o measures with a hroader-
d appeal, such as the Taft
gl'ﬂ’lsw- edu and  welfare

'moctats have whooped through

tion. Certaln
bunnm elements _emphat!
want this social h-rl:hklvn  and
ing by the record of these ele-
ments' Influence in the session just
concluded, the outlook for the next
sesslon is mone too zood
SPECIAL INTERESTS
Tn a previous report in this space,
::lemm“r lobby's entering wedge
i

earning thelr fat salaries with even

le, and
-Libel_and nhcenffy will be d
anything goes. Each letter mm ba signed al-
though. in erceptional cases and upon re ﬂf
;z:lu‘lﬂ withhold the writer's name—Editors

But most successful of all—far more

American Alrways. If Senal
lobbying setups. especially - th
erican Alrways.

that he won't.
No Flood Contral

HAE vital it 15 was

“There are four rivers,
large area In my distric
hart” explained Lhe Calijornia Cong
King. the Tule and the
outlet.”

na

“I though
rivers of this country wi T was in
Eliott then explained that in’ wet

land—and that h
noodn.

tting back the alr corps for mon! Rivera, Although Litlle has been a
e T i o chomy B oo Hup  wania funds ot only Tor thems
Arold, head of e air corpp o Kaweah  Rivers,
un&rnuuadounu. : " # seems to me almost eriminal
Unique among the. lobbying was ihat of the Aviation pear Bakerifield” Elliott said.

Corporation of America, performed by that sstute and
charming ex-White House jester, George Allen.

successful than
the objuse lobbying of Howard Hughes—wits that of Pan-
tor Brewster went into all these

o ramificatio:
, he would be doing a great service

-Brewster is known as the best friend Pan-Ameri-
mumnhummemm,mmawmmmul

NGRESS adjourned without dolng anything construce
Coun about one of the most vital needs of the nnlm_
tral. {llustratad

con
conversation between President Truman and Rep. Al ‘ot
conservative Democrat of Tulare, Callf, who do not agree
on many things, wtdommwmnmsmm.
Mr. coming Into &
¢ and tha diich of P
ressman,
weah—and they have mmh
1 leamed u ot about food contral and the
the Presi~
dent_Interrupted, “but T hever boew scous uue u-m

seasons those
nmv(llm‘uhuhllllmulmmalnehum-
uge areas can be inundated by flash

Dams have been authorized on the Kem and King
Elllott

more success.
In the fleld of housing, for ex-
ample, much 5 promering okenen
of free e Morton Bod-
fish of lht U!IHN States Bavings

ly wrecked; the Admintstration’s
feeble post-Wyail struggles to do
samething about housing have been
rendered even feebler; and the so-
called voluntary rent hike has been
shoved thinugh the Congresa.
BRICKER'S WAY

The rent hike did not sult the
housing lobby. They wanted all

“Marxists must have gotten to Bab
TAIL. becauss of the Taft housing
bill) did thelr best to help the
Jobby.

Al & Republican  conference,
Bricker #peniv urged alipping a
complete decontrol bill through
this Congress, on the ground that
the next session would be too fear-
ful of the embattied temants,ta

ed

or the lobby
be rated at s handsome 85

cent.

TAFT'S PROBLEM

There 1s no space hete to de=
scribe the gaggles of raflroad lobby-
lsia who have pushed the Bulwinkls
and Reed bills and all the othera
like them. The main point ls that
this Congress has shown & remark-
abie responsiveness to speciakbus-
Iness nterests. This responsiveness
is deeply feared by such wise Re-
publicaris as Sen. Ives of New
York. It poses a strikingly difficult

servatism ply

flabby ylelding to this iype of pres=

Fure, or s to b- the genuine con=
servatism whi conserves what e

good Im-'hwlll fur of favor,

Fancy Lobby'mg Missed By Prober s-

‘WABHINGTON

(OSE who have wiatched the Inside of Washington's lob-
Benator Brewster of Malne

stant danger past soms of tha
highest. mﬁznﬂmbeloundmwmmmnhnb—
cause of. the Kern
President hnn.uy with Kern.
“I' hape Lo be able ta mtm.umu.'heuld,-h
ns of m(udﬂnod-zmlml firotection thipughout the United States

SmmrTuﬂOannn ’
(QEHATOR Bob Taft had {hings preity much his own way .
b during the closing days of

ey ts st

Congress. but ran Into some
the joint commitice om

a




