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ES] TRUMAN, Having twice ex-
ercised his Constitutional right to
major aéts of the 80th Congress, s
‘belng accused of attempting to thwart
the Wil of the people. ‘The voters, It Is
! mrgued, indicated their desire for labor
bs and reduced taxes when they gave
Republicans a Congressional mejority,
‘and it Is therefore incumbent upon the
!Mdem to sign any measures that may
come before him. .

This theory has some merit, we suppose,
but it is in conflict with the Constitution
1 of ‘the United States. That document is de-
* signed to make the Government respon-
stve to the will of the people, but not too
responsive. Executlve, legislative and judi-
. clal branches are established in a careful
‘balance of pawer, each designed to serve
‘ as a check upon the others. Mr. Truman
i has used the veto exactly as the founding
fathers Intended it be used—to guard
against passage of legislation which does
i not jibe with his own theories of govern-
i !'ment, N
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The veto. of course. {5 not an absolute
. check. As final passage of the Taft-Hart-
_Jey Bill demonstrates, the Congress can, i
It 15 determined enough, Impose its will
: upon a hostile President. But it does, in a
: season like this when one party controls
the executlve branch and the other the
Congress, guaraniee agalnst precipitate

. shifts in policy.
. ‘This may be, as & good many political
scientists have argued, a bad thing, pro-
 duet of a Constitutional flaw which guar-
antees an unwholesome division of respon-

¢

! sibllity, Benator Fulbright of Arkansas had -

Vetoes And The Party Lines

and Executive whieh cannot, under our
two-party system, be obtained any other
way. ..

It seems to us, however, that the current
divislon between President and Congress Iy
serving at least one useful purpose. It s
clarifying the issues which will be present-
#d to the people in 1048, restoring the per-
spective which has been blurred by the bi-
partisan nature of our current forelgn pol-
icy and the period of uneasy collaboration
on domestic affalrs that preceded the re-
cent veloes.

In a general sense. at least. the Denio-
cratie Party may be defined (comparative-
1v. of course) as liberal, and the Republi-
can Party as conservative. Except in the
one-party South, where these distinctions
fan have no meaning. the voters will be
given a cholee between two political phil-
osophles, and there will be specific issues
upon which to test them The Taft-Hartley
Blll will have been In effect for more than

‘a year, and the record will show whether

Republican judgment wassound when it
was offered as a solution to our labor-
management difficulties, or whether Mr.
Truman's arguments against it were vaild.

11, on the other hand, Mr. Truman had
surrendered to the Republican majority
the voters would have had no real basis for
a choice between the two parties in 1948.
Domestic policy would have been reduced
to the bl-partisan status of foreign policy,
and those who'wanted to register their dis-
agreement would have been powerless to
do 0.

Whatever the merits of demerits of the
two measures Mr.

4 this In mind when, after the
triumph t Fall, he proposed that Mr.

4 ' Truman appelnt & Republican successor
and resign from office. This would have
guaranteed harmony between Congress

Truman refused to sign. his vetoes are in
keeping with the partisan tradition which
Is & cornerstone ol our representative gov-
ernment.

Stability For The Building Industry

cost-plus construction contracts of

the war period, and the “escalator
clauses” that were common in the recent

| era of great shortages, were marks of the
most fantastic period contractors have

.« ever known. They were products of a time
! ! when a man who undertook a construction
job eould not see beyond the end of his
nose, when the usual tethods of figuring

‘ would be done—not how much it would
. cost or when It would be completed.

It is cheerful news, therefore, that the

+ . Carolinas Branch of the Assoclated Gen-
eneral Contractors i3 now ealling upon all
members in the two states—and thelr sup-

' pliers—to abplish the “escalator clause” In
all future contracts. The primary purpose

* of the clause was to praofect the contractor
agalnst the rising cost of materials. Bids
were tentative. leaving leeway for refigur-
ing ny point in the constructlon pro-
cess. And this meant, of course, that the
man who was footing the bill for the job

lina 13 dfvoting a good deal of time
these days to building support for one of
the most ambltlous programs of govern-

‘The House of Representatives at Its recent
session passed a bill empowering the Gov-
ernor and the presiding officers of the two
houses to appeint a commission charged
with revamping the entire state govern-
ment. The Governor 15 mow calllng upon
the voters to back his effort to put the
measure through the Senate when It con-
venes again next year.

The proposed commission, unlike most, is
not a mere study and research group. It
could not only recommend, it could act. Its
program would become law unless the Leg-
islature specifically vetoed it portion by
portion. This provislon, while taking away
none of the Legislature's customary pre-
L. rogatives, is a wise guarantee agalinst pi
eonholing and delay.

Unother Voice

Hitler fell, it was widely assumed
his Axis counterparts would not
long survive the collapse of European Fas-
clsm. This was particularly true of specula-
tion ahout the fate of Generalissimo Fran-
clsco Franco, the Spanish dictator.

But El Caudlllo, as he 13 called, is an ex-
ceptionally durable politiclan. If it is

| necessary to herd the populace of Spanish
| clties Into the streets to hall his passing, 1t
is hardly required to take such unsubtle

+ measures in his behalf in the Spanish Cor-

. tes, or Parllament,

‘The Cortes has enacted a “law of succes-

. slon” granting pncu the right to life
. tenure .ms. Chief of State and permitting

mental reform ever broached In his state..

had no faint ides what the final cost would
be.

The résolution adopted by the Assoclated
Contractors points out that the chaotic
conditions which forced the “escalator
clause” upon the Industry have now been
largely eliminated. With the co-operation
of suppllers, the organization belleves that
it should now be possible for Its members
to offer firm and final bids, and 1t urges
them to do so in order to guard agalnst
“undeserved critictsm."

No single step could do more Lo restore
stabllity to the building Industry than the
proposal of the Associated Contractors. A
flood of construction, which has been de-
fayed by the uncertalntles of recent
months, would be released if prospective
builders can be guaranteed that prellm-
inary cost estimates will stand. If, as the
organization says, there 1s no longer any
justification for the “escalator clause”,
there iz also no longer any good reason for
further delay in getting the tremendous
post-war construction job under way.

Instrument Of Public Service

GOV!ZRNOR THURMOND of Bouth Caro- -

The governmental structure in South
Carolina, as In most states, is the product
of years of planless growth and expanslon,
The primary function of the commission,
therefore, would be to work out a consoli-
dation of the varlous bureaus ard agencies
which would eliminate all overlapping.
Governor Thurmond 15 convinced that a
major saving in money, and a great gain
In efficlency would result.

There are many political obstacles In the
way of such far-reaching reform. The Gov-
ernor apparently recognizes the natural
Teslstance of politiclans to change. and he
is taking his plea to the people, trying to
bulld up popular support through radio
addresses and stump speeches In every cor-
ner of the state.

Tt's a brave and ambitlous profect, and
we wish Governor Thurmond well. South
Carollna's greatest need is, as he says. a
program to “make government a workable
instrument of public service.”

History’s Royal Joke

only lives and thrives but reigns as well.
As a product of Allled wartime expedlency,
practiced to appease totalltarians of both
the right and the Jeft, Franco Is & sort of
living moackery of the democratic idealism
for which so much blood was shed. History,
In its wry way, has played a little joke—a
royal one . it you please. — Asheville
Citizen, €

Our economists, sizing up the national
health, seem as confused as Groucho Marx
taking a patient’s pulse, “Either this man Is
dead or my watch has stopped.”

If there is to be no Inner tube in tomor-
row's tire It is not known what the kids can
carry out %o the lake to simulate downed
Paclfic fllers.

A popular writer on mchlnry comes out
with the flat assertion that he under.
stands women. But don't tell us, Bub; if
MXM keeps ua alive. i

‘Don’t You Know There’s A Housing Shortage Here?

L

People’s Platform

Emphasis On Confusion

CHARLOTTE

Editors, Tur News; .

MID the present conditions of confusion ahd

international unrest, W doesnt require any
special gentus or wisdom tn rralize thal America s
faced With the critwal and dangerous problem af
Communism  But_despite the obvious [acts, when-
ever these Inimical forces and agencies are brought
forward into the light of expose. it seems that the
so-called “liberal” elements take immediate offense
and decry the expositions with feverish protestation
and a profuse application of the word "smear"

In fact, among these slf-styled, toclal saviour
groups, the word “swear” appears ta have reached
the proportions of & contagionthrpatening epidemic
Consequently. it 1s not at all surpring that the
nation-wide expase of the Southern Conference of
Humen Welfare as @ Communist {ront organiation.
and the president of N University, Frank
Graham. aabeing decidediy inclined o aifilate witn
“ that the
oerad Tatiom wodld leap Into action and strive to
the point almest knocking themselves out. to
vindicate what is generously and copvenlently Lermed
3, sgood-heatied organization and “a well known
Narth Carolina 1

Tt must be remembered, however. that all that
glitters 18 not gold, and that in these modern times,
when folly appears to have supplanted reason, there
are two distinct varieties of -liberal The first
were those who followed Thomas Jefferson in the
belief that the governed people are the least
governed and a free man Is one who has the
greatest amount of Individual freedom possible with-
in the exigencies of modern soclety. The other
ool which Bas stalred resser popalaciy n the
past generation, believes itself liberal in the sen:
fhat 1 advocates regulation of the individual from
the cradle to the grave by the Federal Government
which would put him on the dole in return for
his personal freedom

Tt Is this class of self -anointed social salvationists
that are proving themselves unequal to the exer-
tuns of preserving a free government. They hate
above all the Jelferson liberal and Republicanism,
And  with sentimental .
glowing promises and sweet soothing  syliables.
seek 10 subvert the spirit and flesh of the goddess of
lierty and the American way of life, by lending
aid and comfort Lo the acknowledged enemies -of
Constitutional government

And no matter how discomforting the thought
or morbid the picture. many prominent and Tespect-
ed cltizens — clergymen. business men, newspaper
peaple. club and educators — must be
counted In this class, by Teason of thelr assocta-
tions and participation in dublous activities

With emphasis or confusion howeven, certain
editors, conveniently avoiding recollection of their
own indulgences (n the smear technique, torturing
words to thelr capacity and spraining their bratns
with mental hand-springs. atiempt to becloud the
facts by advancing the unwarranted accusation that
the nom-liberals:seek only to discredit their liberal
vietims, and discredit them az leaders

is 1s appreciably exemplified in your recent
editorial captioned *“The Un-American Committee
Looks South” and in which the Ce

indictment” retuse  for

against

“unsupported.

not made any. invratg
determine the a 01 Teports periaming 1o
the Southers, Canference of Human Welfare opinions
favormg the latier must be dismissed A8 unnualifted
And ronsequently of o Valie eXCERt As mnAdulteral-
e white-mash

—A. W BLACK

Cleanest

CHARIOTTE .

Editors Tur Nrws
OULD vou be the te
Croi o
ex-Tnspector Gereral of The ©
The otmer dai 1 umwrapped s candy
started to flip the paper 10 the sireet  Ther
an uneasy fecling that an dnspector was watching
me, and I walked nver to ane of the "keep aur city
clean” cans that are placed nn every block and drop-
BA tne wrapper in [ Bane e general, was il
watching. becatse 1 wou A him 1o ser
P Tl R et i
USA clean
After nearly 23 years in the service in eyery
state In the union, I'd ke to take my hat off o the
cleanest city I have ever visited — Chariotte — and
o0pe you are Lhe same

—OLD SARG

Falling Market

Editors, THE News -
TPHE fotlowing tx from The Manroe Jourai
“8ince Meckienburg 18 going In the business
some people naturally ask why cant Union County
have ABC stores and get the revenus thal will be
going 0 Charlotie? The answer 1. in our opinion,
the people of Unton Crunfy will never vore to estab-
lish them. Hence wr hope no agitstion will be start-
t direction. We don't think that any
v and

MONROE

bootlegging 1t i
legal sale of liquor
lotte for thase who want it, perhaps
can come down harder on the bootllegger:

No. Unian County will never mek for ABC
Stores untll some changes come about—that Lt ta
put & back door to the store When that s done
the tide will turn

We're not worried about the ores coming to
Charlotte. We're not suffering  Of course we don't
like to pay four dollars a pint to the bootleggers
over here. but since the electiom In Mecklenburg the
price has ‘already dropped to $356 a pint in Monroe.

No. T don't think Monroe ix the driest town in
the state

With liquor accessable in Char-

lhr courts

—R. E. BELK.

The Peopie's Platform ts avatiable to anp
reader who cares to mount it. Communications
should be less tham 300 words, typewritten if
pass:b!c,dﬂnﬂ on oniy e it side of the paper

Committee for the Investigation of Un-Amerigan
Activittes 1 contemptuously referbed fo as n devious
orzanization of character assassina and charged with
concocting A perverse scheme, designed to folst an

Drew Pearson’s

Libet an, v wtll be d wise
anything goes. Each letter must be stgned al-
though, in erceptional cases and upon regues
we will withhold the twriter's name—Edtto
Tux Nrws,

Marquis Childs

-

Labor Bill Strategy

. WASHINGTON
MN'G bang, cr-rr-rash! That is

veto of the labor
Given whiie Howe statemy oo
President Tyuman
hlﬂ vu'y lltl.l! cbo\cc ln the matter.
You can argue thai the sirategy
was wrong And events may prove

that it was mistaken. But once the
Tees-Tafi-Harti ey bill came to his
desk,.he had fo veto It.

He had to velo it because he had
deliberately refrained from working
with Congress: Lo get the kind of

crudely festeictive thal. 1o Presie
dent could sign.it.

BOOBY TRAPS
Senator Ives of New York got w
straf On

rul an the intentions of
Senators Taft and Ball. And, equal-
h important, It was made to e

more “reasonable’ than in reali-
it was The President’s veto mes-

e
tive
are obstacles that,
stances, have the look of calculated
booby traps lald for organized la-
bor.

I many n-

* The charge of politics brought
Agalnst the President was inevitable.
Anyone who i frank about i must
admit that the whol procedure
on every side. from beginning to
end, was riddied with the politics
of & preselection year,

Looking at it objectively, however.
y0u must conclude that i_pohiucs
had been the primary consideration.
1t would have been smarter to have
signed or w have let 1t become law
without & signature. The President
could have Wrilien & message poinL-~
ing out the weaknesses of the omni-
bus bill and expressing his doubts
as 10 its workability Then he mignt
have added that because this was
the will of the majority, he waa
reluctantly permitting it 1o become
w

It is true (hat the extreme Left
of labor was waiting hopefully for
such a move They would have taken
1t as the signal for a thirts-party

Samuel Grafton

oscow has given tha mod
lnr mr.h a move, and fellow trav-
elers are lu most active promoters.
upma mobilize these who are
s Hmmnm with the two -

REAL AIM
su! & velo of the labor bill !s

H]

1o prevent the carrylng out ol »
constructive forelgn policy such a3
Secretary Marahall has advocated.

Nor 18 the President likely to
win man

catlons that Lewis Bas mads 2 deal

th Governor Thom: E. Deweyv.
ln any. event, the doughty Lewis
will try to swing mll me votes he
can away from Truman.

By approving the blll, the Presl-
dent would have become the hero of
a largesection of the press. They
would have acclaimed him for his
“co-operation” and he would un-
doubtedly have found It easier tn
gain acceptance for his forelgn pro-
ram

Certalnly Mr. Truman .has no

h
He has repetedly been harassed by
atrikes. and leaders such as A. F.4
Whitney of the Brotherhood of Rall-
way Trainmen have denoupced him
In the most violent language

He must, It seems o me, be glven '
credit for expressing his sincers
belief. Or. rather, he accepted the
recommendations of his foremost
experts (n this fleld. Among mn-a
who urged & velo were Secret

of Labor Scwellenbath, Paul Her
og, Chalrman of the Natlonal
Labor Relations Board, and Secre-
tary of lm-nur Jultus Xrug. They
we: seconded by the Presi-
dents ione adviser, Clark Cifford.

WEAKNESS OF POSITION

The weakness of the President's
position s that he did not reaf-
firm his belle! in the measure neces=
sary o correct t  uade-
union abuses and the basic inequi- '
ties of the Wagner Act. He merely
referred to the stand he has taken
in the past But no matter what
he had sald the fierce winds of
pelitics were certain to assatl » veto.

Props Under Boom

NEW YORK.
IHE rxpected recemsion. for

which economists have been
knitting lttle garments for months,
haso't arrived yet. The reason.
some say i that the American
ecanomy s being held up by several
gigantic grops. One of these s our
exports. which aze now running to
about thirteen billions of dollars &
year, or about five limes ms much
as pre-war.

o

It s a funny thing, but the de-
spised. and quivering outside world,
about which many an American
speaks  with certain _drop-of-the-
cigar-ash dlsdain, 1s helping (o hold
us up in a duficult period. If our
exparts were to slacken off abrupt-
Iy many an American would sud-
denly find nimaelf floating in air,
with the cddest, most belpless Seel-

We like to think that the rest of
the world on America's
wealth, but it also happens to be
true that America depends, at this
moment, on_the rest of the world's
y. without which the stream

of goods flowing out
shores mAght come to & sudden halt.

MORE THAN YOU KNOW

Of course we are pnylng for some
of these exports with our own
grants and loans, but their effect
in hoiding back ‘s recession  re-

English credit may
be n-nlnz relief payments in
Brooklyn as well as hunger in Liv-
et A gt lid e
know [n this business.

But of course this prop won't last
forever, The Wall Street Journal
SuRgests that as foreign countries
run out of dollars (their own, or
they will stop buying. and
fme of our businesses may then
Sekthut ol (oelE Ty wikla sems

e another prop read
apainst this-event Tcts Tor this
reason that one suggests a public
housing program.

A public nammg plwrﬂm begun
&non enough, e busi-
tascs of & ot bf peABe whe dont

believe in housing, just as our for-

cign_joan program’ supports the
businestes of s lat of o
dont have much patlence with
foreign loans.

The Wagner-Ellender-Tatt  bill,
then. has this special, extra non-
charitable function. Its annual

of from ta

than any likely to be bullt under iLs
tes It might shore us up, like
well-placed timbers. just as export
trude begins to dwindle It coutd
be the next prop,

CRUDE PLANNING

A3 economic plannung. the propo-
sal is rather crude, guite rough-
but that very
it attractive to
those who have no liking for the
higher refinements of the planned
soclety. There is nothing very skil-
ful about the suggestion here made;
1t merely calls for plugging some-
thing fi'to stop a hole. hit or miss,
with no guarantee of adequacy

No one need be afrald.or exam=
ple, that the W. E T. bill will solve
the housing problem.
enough for that
made here, therefore, preserves
delightful alr of {mprovizatl
that happy apirt of chance-taking,
which are the ruling trends in our
reconversion to peace.

TOO OFFENSIVE?

Our luck might atay with us, and
the W. E_T. bill might prove just
big enough Lo create that activity
and the sale of heavy goods
we will need, If imports slacken,
Qur economy has proved to be-much
mare lively and upward tre
this year than waa thought probe

insure
our safety be 100 of fensive? Would
1t really, spoil the Smooth, pertec-
tion of our planiessn

Merry-Go-Round

WASHINGTON
NSIDE fact 1s‘that the Southern Democratic leaders who
met with Presicent Truman recently, hed  sccret seslon
befare going to hich most of them had
pretty ‘well. resoived 3 hety aitterencen regarding the con-
troversial Taft-Hartley Bill
At this meeting, Mississippl leaders first contended that
the President should &ign the bill but changed their minds
after Paul Brown, former national committeeman from
lorida. pointed ot some hot anti-labor clauses which
the Missisippians admitied they "gidn't know were in the

' Geargin’s former Governor and national committaeman
Ed: Rivers. headed off further friction, declaring the bill
should be read shoroughly and digested “by all of us” before
ecidimg on ts mertts of demert

my_people in amrm would ke to see thir
bill signed by the President and i lared
Rivers, “but, frankly, I don’t know Ih!)‘ Il. would be

smart for the President to sign it L\ke & lot of other people,
T haven't read the bill as yet."

When Southern leaders later arrived at the White House ~
talk

was quickly shushed

Ung
broke up, on¢ leader assured Truman: “Mr. President. we're
solid in

the South a3 ever.”
Sullivan Blocks Filibuster
AEL SULLIVAN, Democratic executive director, diplo-
matieally mmm to n!n a threatened filibuster during
with

loue North Carolina’s national com-
ratan: on laver hd ot ““"'3
ma

oe. here. had a lot of things on his chest today, Mr
Prestaont. oot T ihink vodll o glad to know. that he got
them -u off at a mreting before we came here "
e looked dagicrs at Sullivan for & moment. but his
face u]ovrly ereased Into an eAr-to-ear
“Well. now." he drawled. “youve gone and messed up
a good sperch [ was mbout o deliver.

One Marshal Too Many*
wPEAKING of Truman's Kansas City pals, one Inside
of the Potsdam Conference ¢an now be told. When
the Preaident left for Potsdam he took with him several old
tﬂthdn lnclunlnl Wllll! Hon court jester Gmru Allen and
. U arshal Kansas City.

C\m]!rld wAs 'l‘nlmln] field artillery sergeant in Wutld
‘War I and his appointment as U. 8. Marshal gwas one
the first Truman made after he became president.

In Potsdam Trumag entertained Generallssimo Stalin
one afternoon at tea. In the course of which he introduced
his friends and aides to the Soviet chief of State.

“Marshal Stalin” sald the Pruldmt. “1 want you to
mm. Marshal Canfield of Kansas C:

talin put on his most mmnmg mmr and gave Can-

ield an unusually big “Hello."

Abodt an hour after tea. Canfield received a phone cll
fram Stalin’s mge wvitlng him to a special pﬁun n
Soviet. headquariers, where the U, 8. Marshal was

e w3 o recelve the OFer of Suvorov. he Oder of Lentn
and the Order of the Red Army, in recognition of his services
as marshal of the United States.

Wh embarrassed Harry Truman got wind of this, he
to_explain to Stalin lhx! Clnﬂeid was not a marshal
nf Lha Umwd. States Army, but only serving
States Court House Kansas City. Stalin

wuldn't lllli understand the
“Well, the polnt is," concluded President Truman, “that

is eofl
Vl.ﬂ!\l-“.:l:lllﬂ

Joe Blythe’s ‘Filibuster’ Nipped In Bud

we h-ve 125 marshals in the United States. If'you give ul
these medals to only one of them, the other 124 will
highly “inited. and you wouldnt wapt o do that”

So Marshal Stalin dropped the idea of honoring U.
Marsal Pred Canfield of Kansas City.

Republicans Appease Farmers
QENATE Republicans have compared notes backstage re-
* garding the sharp House cuts in agriculture spproprig=
tions, and have decided that their GOP colleagues on the
other side of the Capitol went 108 far. House economy. they
conclude, may save dollars, but will lose, votes.
t significant remark was dro werful
Gor b Dolicy maker Bab Taft In a private 52?.‘3&‘&4&':. with
close coll
“T think the House's 32 per cent cut®ls kn l!uch he
revealed. “T would say ten per cent is about
Another backstage discussiort took place hel“en ngm.
ocratic Senator Dick Russell of Georgia and Republ
rae Alken of Vermont.
ne thing 1 won't compromise om*
-ho u un! of the farmers' mast vigorous
tion. If the committee
ise a tremendous fight on the floor.”
He predicted that the Democrats wotild back him solidly,
"AIJ =xnep: Harry Byrd. I'm not sure about Eyrd,” Rus-
sell
“You can count on at least sixteen Republican votes,”
Interjected Alken.



