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! plus the of
the unlon bosses—have served to obscure
the Taft-Hartley Bll itself. Labor’s rabld
enemles and uncritiéal friends have re-
duced the issue to black and white, when
in fact it Is a pecullar and disturbing
shade of gray.' A good many objective
critics, including some who could not be
classed as friendly to organized labor, have
pointed out many flaws [n the bill—some
of them serious. Mr. Truman recited most
of these In his veto message. but they were
lost, we fear, in the passionate outcry as
the House voted to override.

Mr. Truman at least recognized, as the
C majority did not,
that when one era ends another begins. He
believes that the measure will serve its pri-
mary punitive purpose—to weaken the
unian bargalning position while strength-
ening the employer'’s—but he does not be-
lleve that this will necessarily guarantee
an era of peaceful labor relations. He fears
that Instead |t will usher in renewed strife
and discord “which will plague the natlon
for many years to come.”

Perhaps Mr. Truman's fears are as un-
Justified as the union cry that the working
man has been enslaved. Yet the political
of the blil, the amblguity of
many of its sections, and the spirit in
which It was shouted through Congress
hardly warrant the conclusion that it Is a
and workable solution to the
llllinnl industrial llls.

The people wanted something done to
increase’ the responsibllity of unlons and
thereby Improve labor relations. It Mr.
Truman's analysis is corrget, the Taft-
flartley Bill does not meet this test. Only
the passage of time can prove or disprove
the validity of his judgment.

" iumion membership and power, and also
saw many spectacular abuses of that pow-

Labor's sins, the ‘Congressional suppért-
of the bill argued, had-made unlon
gurbs mandatory. It was an argument in
awhich most of the people, Including the
* President of the United States, concurred.
‘And yet, from the beginning, it was clear
that the Congress could not distinguish
mn the mandate of the people and
of labor's ene-
m The Taft-Hartley Bill was shaped by
political pressures. The Republican leader-
| ship made no secret of its desire to em-
hlrrul a Democratic President who had
prior commitments to organized labor: it
. refused to send him a serles of separate
| bills afmed at correcting specific abuses
B ‘but wrapped up its whole labor program in
[a package, carefully including those meas-
ures Harry Truman had publicly opposed.
Yet, it is equally obvious that Mr. Tru.
man's veto was also shaped by political
g . Mr. Truman is not endowed by
npature with an
for organized labor; the New Deal program
' of social and economic reform he inherited
* has not set well with him. There s no
doubt that the in
thelr désire to embarrass him; along with
other considerations he had to weigh the
possible effect of organized labor's opposi-
tion In his campaign for re-election In
1048, That considerable weight alone may
have been enough to tlp the scales In favor
of the veto. , .
Unfortunately r.hwn political considera-
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battles of consclence, Tobey does
not hesitats to champlon unpopular
causes.

He was one of the very few Re-
blicans and the only Benal

Vho s been hia Iifelong helpmate
partner.
SOUTHERNERS OPFOSED

His presence
of course, have made no difference
in the outcome.
tion was 60 for and 37 against. Most
of the oppoaition tame from South-
ern Benators, Including conservative
Democrats who believe that higher

‘West in colonial dependence
‘Western Benators opposed it. 100,
Benator Joseph €. O'Mahoney of There

Tucceeded In adding several amend-

In a narrow. regional sense, this

in the favored rate zone. But the

% A MONG._the callection of knotty prob-
A" lems passed along to President Tru-
man in recent weeks is the Bulwinkle Bill
exempting the rallroads from the anti-
trust laws. The measure, sponsored by thn
0 from our

trict, has passed both houses and will be-
come law unless the Presldent once again
exercises his veto.

The case for the Bulwinkle Bill is plaus-
ible enough on its face. Its proponents con-
cede that their purpose to to allow com-
peting rallroads to foln in the fixing of
rates, 8 practice that now constitutes &
viclation of the various Federal antl-mo-
nopoly statutes. But they also argue that
the rallroads are in a speclal category, &l-
ready belng subject to regulation by_ri.n:

he
. ICC, they insist, must finally approve the
rates established by the rallroads, jointly
. or otherwise, and therefore provides all the
. protection the public needs.
* A1l of this Is true enough, in theory. but
opponents of the bill have argued, with
fustice, that the ICC has become pretty
much a creature of the rallroads. And they
ralse an extremely pertinent question: If
the rallroads fntend to fix rates only in
the public interest, why should they fear
the anti-trust division of the Department
of Justice? The rallroads claim they have
been "harassed” In the past by Justice De-
partment antl-trust investigation and
court action, but the record does not Indi-
cate that these cases have been frequent
enough to constitute a major handieap to
rallroad operation.

THA'[‘ eryptic announcement from the

‘War Department Bureau of Public Re-
1ations apparently confirms the recurring
rumor that General Eisenhower s ready to
retire—probably to accept appointment to
the presidency of Columbia University.
Bince the General is hale and hearty and
not crowding the retirement age, it seems
proper to speculate upon the motives that
prompted him to this decislon.

It is curious indeed that the nation's
top-ranking soldier should be willing to
step down at a moment when the natlon's
leaders are warning that we are heading
for another military crists. And 1t s even
more cirious that an Adminlstration that
has shown a marked predeliction for con-
verting military men into diplomats should
allow one of Its most skilled negotiators to
depart from the Federal service.

There are no positive Indications that
General Elsenhower differs with the Ad-
mintstration on forelgn pollcy; the Chlef
of Staff it too good a soldler to allow any
such fmpression to get abroad while he 15
stll in uniform. But there has been a
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ENATOR CAIN of Washington sounds

kind of indignant, as if he would like

to break a niblick over some lobbylst's

’head. With 788 full-time “leglslative repre-
in

General Eisenhower’

The hll{ory of the railroads is not such
as to support their plea for speclal dispen-
satton. The ICC came into being a genera-
tion ago in response to natlon-wide indig-
nation at the manner in which the catriers
had placed thelr own Interest above the
public’s. The South's bitter economic ex-
perience, which led finally to a recent Su-
preme Court declsion finding the rallroads
gullty of unfalr rate discrimination, indi-
cates that the ICC has nel succeéded in
ending these abuses.

The Atlanta Journal ralses the valld
point that the Justice Department's effort
10 maintain rallroad competition under the
anti-trust laws is an effort to guarantee

private

The Journal points out, is the free enter-
prise system'’s historlc method of protect-
ing the public Interest. If the railroads
move Into moropoly status, as they would
under the Bulwinkle Bill, they would be
inviting even more aggressive Federal su-
pervision and ultimately even publle own=
ership.

We concede that rallroad rate-fixing Is &
complicated and little-understood business.
It is quite possible that the ratiroads need
some stafutory reltef which will enable
them to work In closer co-operation. But
we do not belleve that the Government
should provide that relief by abrogating
one of the basic prineiples of a free econ-
omy. Mr. Truman should veto the Bul-
winkle Bill in the immediate Interest of the
public, and the long-range interest of the
rallroads themselves.

s Retirement

strange note of gloom in his public ad-
dresses of late. Plainly, the renewed em-
phasis on military preparedness has not
mpressed him as a happy development, as
it would most professional soldiers. He has
seen it Instead as a symbol of fallure. In an
address In New York a few weeks ago, Gen-
eral Eisenhower sald:

For ton many generations, too much of
the world has taken it for granted that
war Is & normal part of human life, whose
penaltles can be lessened, not by rooting
oul the cause of war, but only by maintain-
ing#o large and powarful a war machine
that defeat would be impossible—the equiv-
slent. say, of maintalning fire depart-
ments on every street comer while build-
ing cities of tinder and tissue

Perhaps we make t0o much of this, per-
haps the General's motive is no more com=
plex than the natural longing of & man
who has led a strenuous life for the quiet,
dignity and peace of a university campus.
At any rate it will be interesting to see
what our greatest soldler has to say on the
subject of war and peace when he is free
at last to speak as a private citizen.

Locker Room :

we hear the mine lads are prospecting for
& labor bill veto In a sand trap? Bomehow
we suspected the methods of the bond-
house customer's man would finally crop

the
Benator says there is probably maore lobby-
lu:n onlnmntrycl\lbu than in cor-

up in richest mart of the na-
tion’s adventure ecapltal. And why not?
What better way to catch a solon with his
defenses down, than when he s trying to
credit himself with a birdie on the water
hazard holé?—58t. Louis Globe-Democral.

‘The contract rate for the Churchill
memolrs is a dollar a written word, with
nothing extra.for clearing the throat,
which was always & dramatis high spot in
the wartime oratory.

OXFORD
Editors, THE NEws:
'I‘?EAYE papers carry the statement “House
Preezes Old-Age Taxes”, which mean that the rate
of one per cent of the income of empioyers, matched
by the employers, will remain the same for the next
two years. .
However. it would have been much more re-
mssuring to those of us who are interested in security
for the aged rather than receipts on the part of the

Pederal Government of additlonal revenue. if the
Dapers had carried the information that the pro-
ceeds of the present tax had been or

sctually retained for the purpose for which it was
levied and collected.

Amazing i the velled misinformation to the
effect thal “the present one per cent rate collects
about $1,500.000,000 arnually and has accumulated
$8,700,000,000 In the security trust fund " The trutn
is that there 8 Do trust fund at all and 1o s pre-
tend 1 well-nigh criminal misrepresentation on the

part of our Government al there ls is an
obligation on the part of Me Pederal Government
pay the Soclal Becurity Board the sum

$8.700,000,000 at an agreed rate of intercst.

On Jan. 19 the chalrman of the Social Security
Board suggested to the States thai the unemploy-
ment_compensation laws be extended to cover li.-
000,000 additional workers. contending that such was
warranted on the theory thal there was accumulated
state reserves In the sum of $7.000.000.000 The -
serves” were Just as real as the old-age “trust fund”,
which In reality consisted of an Increase of the
pational debt by just that amount and the two
added l!lh!r make increase of the national

, which meaps that within ten
y ob-

the significant sum of $31.400.000,000.
Is obtaining security In reverse, and with a ven-
geance. 1 say.

But you say T am wrong? Well the dilference
between What We have as & national dedt and what
we should have as a grplus Is just that amount,
$31.400,000,000, and one poksessing the, mathematical
talents of an Einstein can't make 1t otherwise.

‘What the present Congress should do, and that at
once before the danger involved In such “tricky*
security becomes greater is to divorce the_Soclal
Security Board from all connection with the Federal
Treasury and make the Board go inio the open mar-
ket and buy is securities as the banker, insurance
company or other fiductary s required to do. ASs it
now is all the security behind the whole social
security program Is the power to levy and collect
taxes.  Of course, the Federal Government will
Iways have this power ta levy, but the time has
been and Is Iikely to be again when it will have &
hell of & time colleeting. The alternative, tng-
press money, the mnv; the end of this republic, and

ABC advocates will be closely observed to see If they
improve conditions In drinking and crime.  Success
to them in this respect!

Will bootlegging decrease in Meeklenburg? Last
week  two leggers  from Greensboro
were arrested near a Durham ABC store with twelve
and one-fifth gallons of ABC liquor. How did they
gel that quantity? One gallon st » time!

Governor Thurmond said that 884 .millton of
hard liquor was sold last year in South Carolina
liquor stores—too much—and more money should be
spent on education and teachers'
South Carolina Assembly appropriated $30.000 for a
bullding to cure the liquor victims

The Charleston News and Courier, In an editortal
of May 3. srid that the Government of South Caro-
lna has become lncreasingly dependent on liquor
tages and that the recently enacted law incrensing
taxes on liquor wholesalers for their yolume of bust-
ness In the upper brackets might diminish lauor
sales and taxes and wreck the fiscal structure of the
State. What a tragedy that a Government should be
%0 bound hp with the liqnor business that economic

Senator from New Hampshire has &
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sense  of

sclence that makes him take on

fights_even
immediately

terepts of his own state.
He stepped Into another fight

Tobey’s Conscience

WASHINGTON  in the same way. That was :;\z‘n

sEngland consclence ia  he lwpnld the confirmation of the
n N"rml.m a fearful thing. 's triend, Edwin W. Pau-
1t has conttibuted easurably to l'!- af th

to the
menuy \n-n away from the Fed-
eral Government.
Qnonl CLEVELAN

‘There was 1o pouu:u antmus

ttacked. One of
New Dealer Aubwy Williams, whose

Dom actinely ihs Reed-Bulwinkle

He opposed It because he be-  Domisation to Government
Hhves 1 phes 10 the Talroads the buresu woebt w the familer
kind of ‘power that mno CDATR® of Communism. Tobey went
peivats company o group of com- DACK to & Democratic hero, Grover
panies In per. Cleveland, to find a powerful state-
mitting the roads to agree on rates ment to rebuke who wers
outside the scope of the anti<trust ruun( the Communist charge

“Communism is s Rateful thing

o private torporations & and s menace to pesce and or-
wr:i \han Government, Whenthe Eanised Govemment.  But _the
Benate passed Reed- Comm of ibined wnl\h

unism
and capltal, the outgrowtn
ween| cul ty and lﬂ.lﬂlhﬂfﬂl
which i the
Justice and integrity of free In-
stitutions, is not

to
ll.lnell of his wife,

poverty and toll which, exasperated
In the Senatewould, 0Y injustice and discontent, sttacks
with wild duorder the citadel of

Tne vote on adop- Ul
. ths blunt-spoken New

mmp-m:-emm 18 oppased to both
Communlsms. A deeply re-
u.mu- man, he draws inspiration
and strength from the Bitk. His

in the South
e s political opponents have often been

discrimination
reglon
'hnu

would put Governfnent  festival on their farm near Temple,

the private rate agree- . the last SBunday mn Au-

hiet amendment §WL In late years, thousands

equired submission of m-n[mm trom “the surrounding
counl

nts to Congress before
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ANGERED TRUMAN

s tight on Pauley made
President Truman angry. He wrota
Tobey a curt, contemptuous letter.
But Tobey s not ane to bear
grudge.
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1t and when the Presideat
ulwinkle BIll he
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though they may not
serve the special in-
tars lke him would be useful jusy
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GOP Confradictions -

TTHE Republicans seem. iom by
two conflicting desires, They

want to 3to

ruln would follow decreased lquor sales! sible blasts
The editars of The chmuw News In the ABC er place

election campalgn _suggeste a “three-year  EA universal

experiment” in ABC liquor mmm should be tried. turn_sround

Wil the financial structure of Mecklenburg County 38R

b+ 50 entangled with liquor profits that no change 1 am not

NEW YORK enough. But when the
question of foreign rellef comes up,

e song changes; suddenly we are
Poor, And we warn each other sol-
emniy, through Hoover's volce and
others, that there is » limit, after
all, o what we can afford., The
advance - and-retreat rhythm b«
comes manifest, 88 we abruptly plead
Doverty io & world which only yes-

p Russia cold, on the

ut on such questions
military baining they ¥ leTday we -u-;duu th the
and marcl ht back 1e of our riches.

Thus we find ourselves telling tna
Ities.

quite sure ahout unl-  worig all about our Loal

will be made? Mr Burke Davis In his “ABC Vie- versal tralning mysell: and the Ve Hen.r

tory” srucle of June 16 predicted no future change. * point of this plece i % 1l Wallace (on m‘:";,;?th:.m. mm’."
Mr. Davis pictured streams of customers from &  strate s conflict of attiuden. That pretation) can have done the Ameri-
dozen_or _more n_sd outh Ceroiine'eaune the confiict exists i3 al € fan political cause as much harm aa
ties pouring millions into thd Mecklenburg liquor  fact that the Republicans Would pas Herbert Hoover, with his wan

treasurtes—“A milllon_dollar nqum _emplre!”
enuel” “Reduced taxes'"

The Ralelgh News & mm rver mn!l) published
an account of the ABC convention in Floridm, at-
tended by ABC Board officlals of North Carolina and
other states—with distillers as hosts! The 300

more representatives of distillers, hmms by
Distilled Spirits Tnstitute. outnumbered th
Tclal delegates from all siaten, The aistillers hlndlrd
-n m-mu-mznu for the ABC conventlon and
ousl; tertained their guests—except the
final dimmej—with sbx offical eocktatl parties. thres
Iuncheons. two djnners, and a score of private cock-
1l parties. is not shocking that ABC Board
officlals of North l:.mum. it kb aiatey who "con=

of
ma

like the whole world to look at life
approximately as does a Mid-"
ern county seat Chamber

merce, but

agalnst spending”funds on & Gov-
ernment (nformation service.

The Republicans want what they
want very badly: but they want it
That 18 cunmc: in the

mirrors classtcal

highest. It

pre - Freudian
it was remarked of some un-
fortunate that he wanted both the

which

ke penny.
IN-AND-OUT FIGHTERS

and listless story of how little wa
ld-West  can afford Lo do to aid thase outslde
ow
they are also biterly To broadeast grim warnings about
the relatively narrow limits within
which we can exiend help s to In=
vite the rest of the world to look
elsewhere.  Sometimes, in honor,
men and nations must make un-
limited commitments. It ls to ba
o doubted whether we csn put our
obligations to the twentieth cen-
tury into the handy form of m
lmited Uability enterprise.
The whole thing goes back to thd

trol” legal lquor entertaned—at liquor The Republicans tend, therefore.  question of how dynamic we cari b

et Chooy thedistilers e srerive publle  to be terriic Inabd-out NgNters I8 in meelng the pressuces of our
nev from their States. between $750 million al the fleld of world affairs. They time. The ican

31 billlon annually—§85 million from North Carolina’s  forever taking the most advanced not dynamism: it is only s kind of

35 ABC counties? md beligerent positions inen lritadilty on a global scale, which
I this & scandal? ABC Bosrd officials are sup- h ereafter high-talling It world that

to be sober, and not accept favors from dis-
tillers who sell liquor to them for State-controlied

ideological combat.

a dictator in its s
—JOHN W. HESTER.

Post-Mortem

Editors, Trr News,
REGRET that ABC stores will be established in
Mecklenburg  County.  Already the speculated
number of county stores i rising from four or five
to twelve, nccording to press reports. The successful

MONROE

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round «

WASHINGTON
JREPRESENTATIVES of three Senate committees had &
hard time umng the Army to admit much blame Te-
garding the Russlan occupation-mark loss. but
they did extract the admissdon that the War Department
was making up its loss by converting U 8. charitable con-
tributions sent to European refugees and displaced persons
tnto oc:usnllnn marks.

s New Humpshire's Senalor Styles Bridges, initlator
of nu Rulxlnl currency probe. who drew out this admission.
Having listened to the Army's oy of how It loaned the
Russians our currency plates to print paper occupation money,
br\d:u msked “Assistant Secretary of War Howard C. Peter-

“Having got yourself in that situation, it is clear that
what you are doing s taking the charitable contributions,
the individusl sending of money, the payment of German
war prisonefs, all to get the War Department out of the hole
that somebody mz it into by building up this situation.
1s Dot that true?

“That s correct” | -d.mlwd Petersen.
ta p

He assured th
not intend to ask for an appropriation.

The Agsistant War Secretary ulso stated that the de-
clsion to turn American currency plates over to the
for printing occupation marks by
and ‘Stal ents. .

Russians Demanded Plates

anything goes Each letter
though, in exceptional cases and upon T
we will wit
Tur Nrws.

withhold the writer's name.—Edifors,

UB-UK. authorities to furnish the Boviet with sdequate
supplies of Aliled military-mark currency.
"On April 8. 1944." continued the Assistant Becretary of
‘War, “the Russian Government sent 8 note to the United
States stating that If the nlmm were not delivered to the
Soviet nt would be compelled to
prepare Indzpenuenm n-uum-y marks for Cermany of its
own pattern. . pril 18, 1944. the Boviet Ambassador
was furnished with mm negatives and positives of plates. to-
gether with technical information onelnks, paper, and other
Ing process.”
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mey printed ths currency wi

they still have the plllm and are sull printing the cur-
Teney. as far as o
Benlwﬂ KBDIhm‘l dl Califdrnia. O'Illhuﬂly of m
ing and Morse of Oregon all joined Bridges In vigorous cross-

examina of the Army. nnmmummm
out the m:n: that the Russian m

Russian money. In fact letely cont
“Bo that we have a ﬂl!mlh obl.l.nt.lm there, do we not,
erring to U. 8.

unendingly to the worl

nre the strongest, richest and most
prosperous nation on

ing of respect and the tribute of
imitation b!cnu.uu we C:

“we are the biggest power in

lquer affairs. comes clear. cnstly, we won't
—INEZ FLOW. Nowhere is this clearer than on the lsounoms'r STRAIN?
qutsﬂun of the proper use of Amer.  Mazbe deep  Lsolationist
funds for advancing American  strain i mpomlhl: Whatever the
. The People’s Platform fs available to any .u The Republi- reason, this kind of belligerence
reader who cares to mount it Communications  cans lead the chorus which sings about waning ta remold the world

that we nnm.grinﬂhnn desire, plus tha
obvious' Urge to withdraw from ha
costs and chances of this great en-
terprise, make up one of the
weirdest forelgn policy atews to be

an
with such unparai- seen anywhere on the mx conti-
nents.

: Army Quizzed On Loan Of Plates To Reds

Government st this moment?" Interrupted O'Mahonsy of
‘Wyoming.

“Nene.” declared Petersen.

“So that the remonsibllity of the Uplied States now to
redesm this cutstanding eurreney @ oo

“Zero. 4 rated the mum Becretary of

Al of which nnmrenuy adds up to the fact that the
ussian-printed marks until 1t piled

Senate bagan ita probe of the R marks scandal
M

thelr bit for sclence In

They have been trained
by to chomp on different
brands is causing
scatiered cases Loulsians |
and | I effects
among ewing your
bul Gordon ‘Mc-
Dot ited up while
ful other day.
First he L “Taftley-
Hart" asked the House to “veto Taft,” and
finally -Hart BUI" again,
behind to grant J
e

it,
lhzn mutters thas if mbl\ll! proves
uy. -



