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mmhmm in cotton Z
| cotton textiles—and that includes,
m —will find food for
£ thought in the theme that ran through the
. -making at the annual meeting of

American Cotton Manufacturers' Asso-

‘clation in Augusta. The industry, the man-

[\ufacturers seem to be agreed, ls embarking
1 battle for survival.

At the moment prices, markets and pro-

{fits are more than satisfactory, but in the

long view prospects are far from bright.

Cotton ‘may meet the domestic com-

pehttnn of synthetic fibers by Increased

welghs the prospect of Increased trade;
bluntly he stated his bellef that the United
States should let the shattered nations
solve thelr own problems as best they cant

it matter of practical business ex
rlence Is it not a fact that there s only

by mummz to work
dole, If with limited capital this will take
more time, what of 1t? Has it not taken
centurtes for our demoeracy to obtain ma-
turity and strength, and did we not earn
our security by hard work and privation?

ivm those who agree with this thesls
that it does not jibe with

eff] y on the farm and in the factory,
- butieven the.most
ers fearful of. forelgn competition.

ACMA"Chalrman Montgomery of Spartan-
‘burg and President Jacobs of Charlotte
wolced a demand for “protection” of do-
mestic markets. And Senator Maybank of
Bouth Carolina went the whole way, ex-
_pressing his conviction that the cotton
trade cannot survive In an era of “free
* trade and world competition.”

*We must Insist that no American dol-
lars be used abroad for the purchase of
forelgn cotton or textiles and we must sub-
sidize our exports If necessary to assure our
workers full protection,” Senator Maybank
sald. The, program of the International
Trade Organization, he sald, seems certaln
0 “work serious hardships upon those seg-
ments of thia country’s agriculture and in-
dustry which are least capable of protect-

- Ing themselves.”

The threat of forelgn competition 1s not
peculiar to the textile industry. of course.
This means, as Senator Maybank recog-
n!-d that the Unlted Btates cannot fin-

ance any program of rehabilitation with-
out at the same time creating new Indus-
trial competition along with new markets.

ust

mlrram American foreign policy. This is a
form of economic isolationism based on
the bellef that American Industry Is a self-
sufficlent unit capable of standing alone
in an Impoverished world. Moreover, there
Is a vast oversimplification in the Senator's
assertion that it really makes no difference
whether the ruined nations recover soon or
late. If President Truman's estimate of the
world situation is correct every natlon In
Europe and Asla |3 today faced with a
cholce between eapitalism and commun-
ism. If America does not assist them, Rus-
sla will, and |f that happens they will cer-
talnly become competitors for American in-
dustry without also becoming customers. In
time they might also become enemies.

But if we have reservations as to Senator
Maybank’s solutlon to the problem, we cer-
tainly do not question his prediction that
the cotton Industry Is once again heading
toward a crisis. As proof that we have once
again come full circle in the erratle relen
of King Cotton we need no more than the
fact that a Senator from South Carolina
has arisen to express a deadly fear of free
trade and to speak out on behalf of @ sys-
tem of p tarifts.

.In his forelgn out-

The Matter Of Rent

seems to be wrestling with

Control

ehlnrry of Federal eontrnl Whue permitting
in-

llﬂ! Congress

its soul in the matter of
rent control, and, while all the usual po-
ltical pressures are undoubtedly Involved,
even a tenant would have to concede that
the problem isn't a simple one.

. The housing shortage being what it is,
there 1s no doubt that rentals would sky-
rocket if all controls were removed. More=
over, there would be,no prospect of their
coming down again for mumr months to

crease. But the House refected that pro-
posal with some vehemence and wound up
by passing an inconelusive measure which
affords a backdoor method of getting rid
of controls altogether, The bill would em-
power state, city and county governments
to decontrol rentals when and if they saw
fie.

Although this scheme has some merit, it

come, for the

Trental houslng units to meet t.he demand
1s; under the: most optimistic estimates, &
slow and uncertain process. Thus some mil-
llons of tenants are bound to suffer unless
the Government continues to protest their
Interests.

On the other hand, there s an obvious
Inequity in taking cellings off all other
goods and services and holding the prop-
erty-owner to pre-war levels. Landlords
‘make up the last class of citizens who are
unable to compensate for rising costs
through higher prices or higher wages.

Under the circumstances the most logieal
solution seems to be to maintain the ma-

looks like a straddle designed
to pacify both landlord and tenant. The
buck is now passed to the Senate, which
has been studying several rent control
meastires but shows no sign of moving to-
ward a final deelsion.

Yet the matter 1s urgent, for all rent
controls expire on June 30. A good many
observers, remembering the manner In
which the OPA was stalled to death last
Spring, think they detect signs of a simllar
maneuver now. We hope they are wrong,
for certainly all concerned are entitled to a
clear-cut deelslon. Anything short of it will
be one of the blackest marks on the already
checkered record of the 80th Congress.

Beyond The Looking-Glass

WBATEVIR may be sald of the ABC

controversy in Mecklenburg, 1t ean't
compare with Rowan's. Our nelghbors, so
far as we can divine from late reports, have
gone through the looking-glass into the
realm of fantasy.

First there was a charming little scene In
Buperlor Court In Ballsbury not long ago.
One of the town’s leading bootleggers came
up for trial and several police officials and
private ecitizens stood by to testity to his
splendid character. He sold liquor illegally,
they conceded, and had done so for many
years, but he did it in a gentlemanly man-
mner. He was polite to the police when they
came a-raiding, and often he helped them
earry his stock to their cars when they
conflscated it. He pald his bills; Including
his frequent fines, promptly; and he had,
indeed, contributed materially to the well-
being of the community through the per-
centage’ of his profits he had pald over to

" the courts. All in all, the, police sald, even
. though he was a bootlegger he might be
called one of Salisbury's leading citizens.

‘The presiding judge talked these matters
over with the defendant and suggested
that he retire from the whisky business.
The defendant agreed, the judge suspended
sentence, and the police applauded potitely.
The judge added his own opinlon that the
ex-bootlegger had great abllity as a busi-
Tessman and was bourid to do well In any
feld he cared to enter.

| Another Voice s
B The Saga Of

futility, for perseverance in a cause

Now comes word that Rowan County's
leading bootleggers have closed down thelr
establishments until after the ABC elec-
tion on May 31. Most of the smaller places
(there are an estimated 500 whisky outlets
in the county) will continue to operate, but
the mafor dispensers of tax-pald whisky
are turning down even their oldest custom-
ers. The motive for this lock-out Is not
quite clear. One bootlegger is reported to
have grown weary of doing business with
cltizens who vote dry and drink wet. “We
declded to let some of these ¢drys' see what
it's like to be without a drink of liquor,” he
told a reporter.

‘This, of course, sounds as though the
bootleggers were foining In an effort to
bring legal stofes to Rowan, a course that
makes no sense at all. Leaders of the ABC
organtzation Interpret the actlon in an en-
tirely different light: they belleve the boot-
leggers are trying to make Rowan an ac-
tual desert for 30 days before the.election
in order to strenigthen the prohibitiontst
campalgn and perpetuate th!h' own luera-
tive trade,

Whatever the renson for them, these fan-
tastle events seem to demonstrate the
solidarity, and even the respectabllity of
the liquor trade in Salisbury. However the
vote may go on the 31t the thirsty citizens
of Rowan seem to be assiured of an ade-

quate lquor supply In the fdture,

‘
The Smelts
men, finding smelts twice as large as nat-
ural in thelr nets, promptly shipped the
haul to the Fulton Fish Market in New
York. A 40-year-trek and a finish in the
frying pan!

Even if we draiv the too obvious lesson,y
that four decades of struggle will put us

size if not in wisdom.—Louisville Courlrr-
Journal.

A sidewalk opinion poll shows a hearty
mehl of steak and potatoes 14 still the
choice of the American majority. Strange-
ly enough, one misses the usual non-voting

7 per cant, who neyer heard of food.

. these Drss
are y:.,m; eeaight intg the hands of boo

Peoele s Platform

South Of The Border

LAURENS, 8. C.
Editors, THe News:
] BAVE just rinished eading the letter from Rev.
C. L. Henderson, pastor of the First Wesleyan
Methodist Church, of Charloue I presume.

How I wish we had more people in our United
States of Americs, who had the courage to express
their views.

Now I'm not s Wesleyan Methodist and T don't
think that any one denomination in particular is
involved {n a discussion of this sort.

I'm & Missionary Baptist in my convictions. and
T think the Beriptural side of the liquor question
was pretty well covered in Mr, Henderson's article.

Let us look from a soclal and business stand-
point on the question,

Pirst, do Fathers and Mothers, want whisky
in stores where their sons and daughters can see
their attractive window display?

Don't you think there are lots of young folk
who would buy from legal stores, that would never
come In contact with a bootlegger?

Does it stand to Teason, that legalizing Whisky
would Improve the homes of North Carolina?

Would it add prestige or culture to lts young
or old?

And from s business view, just who would profit
most? The State? The city? The liquor dealer or
the nenma who bought?

you_hpve been reading after the doings of
the smun Tarolinn legislation, you will note where
they have approprinted s $200,000 appropriation for

an alcoholics home or hospital, and we have not
had but & few years of legalized Iquo‘!
Every man or woman who goes to fill up this

home, (there are an estimated 700,000 of aicenolics
in the nation and on & mafodhl state proportion
that would give SBouth Carclina, 10,000 of these un-
fortunate people) has & famlly or someone who cares.

It makes us wonder how many broken hearts to

estimate.

©h yes, I understand that there will be n new
heavy, gradusted maximum gross proflts tax on
the ilquor dealer (if the bill goes through).

How many broken hearts will that tax money
heal? How many homes will it repair? How many
young men Wil it keep from our liquor stores?

And as for leaving the bootlegger without
business, -Just plek up any South Carolina news-
paper and see what goes on in our courts,

You might be surprised at the viclation of the
liquor l.nw that goes on in a state that has legale

xcw )( you think this i« just one more letter
from & crack-pot, let the waste basket receive it,
calmly, if it can, but really this ls a pretty serious

Question.
—MRS. IONA EFFLEY FLEMING.

FLORENCE, B. C.
Editors, Tre Newg:
THINE & sbout ime someone take the Eide of
the wes, In the ABC issue, and if
noo, but former, fesident of o Chariorre, 18 e o
fotn, lhz fray.
seée and realize that they

ho pay no clty, state or Fedéral taxes whatso-
eyer, Peoula always lum and nln,vl will drink,
Dre w Pearson’s «
Merry-Go-Round =

‘WASHINGTON
the Army really wants to save money here is one way
eliminate such vacation-travel rackets ai
cwmm!ndln: officer of

r
I they can do lt:
that pulled by Col. Maiwell Keeler,
the Madigan General Hospital, Tacoma,

Colonel Keeler recently had occasion to send an u‘zﬁu&-‘-
e

rom Facoma

tory patient, Pvt. Alvim Anenberg,
Veterans Hnwlul Ln Northport, N. Y.—a trip the con-
tinent. Ord! n-commissioned officer is detailed

1o attend & pnu!m oF thiS Kind who can walk.
However, Colonel Keeler apparently saw Private

berg’s trip as an excusé to g0 along

mn old home

trips home—all at Government

expel
For the Lmvel orders for Private Anrnber[ show that he
‘nimsel(—together

was attended by a full colmel—xnkr.

#take an occastonal drink certainly

himself, thereby l’hltlnl
in Dnrmecucul als to give several other m
nse.

and those who want it, will always be able to get
1. ABC store or no ABC store, so why not put
this money, which would otherwise line the pockets
of the boollesgers, to good use. I'm sure that the
teachers would welcome i, and no dpubt the many
Sfate institutions, which are understaffed, would be
glad to benefit from such tax money
It 1t were possible to banish all aleohol from
the face of the earth, [ am sure that none of
us would mixs i, but unul that day comes to
pass, 1t certalnly isn't Tight, nor the American Way
of Life, for & small minority to impose their nar-
row will over the many Who find some pleasure in
drinking, without harm, ta anyone
Simply because one person has an accident wee
dont deprive all other molorists of their auto-
mobiles, 8o therefore the fact that many of us
docsn't make us
drunkards.  Amd Usng the same comparison, we
don't issue driving licenses to those incapable of
driving, 50 therefore those Who are known as vios
lent, or chronic drunkards, should not be allowed
o patronize ABC stores (which of course doesn‘t
mean that they can't still buy 1t, and probably
from the ones who are now supplying them, under
Charlotte’s present DRY system.
—H. R. JOHNSON,

Teen-Agers
CHARLOTTE
Editors, THE Nrws:
A‘i president of the Teen-Age Club I would liks
express to you and to the staff o
lotte News my thanks for your very In)nl Support n!
a recreation center for the youth of Charldtte. More
especially would I like to commend you for your
edllnrlnl thch appeared In the April 23rd isstue ol
THE Ni Your unblased views and falr judgment
should urt.!nlr bring before the citizenship of Char-
Iotte their responsibility for providing a place for
wholesome, supervised recreation for the

Marquis Childs :
Alaska’s

WASHINGTON
S 1S & tale with a moral. In
ct, it may have more
one moral.

Not long ago, the Navy decided
to conduct secret submarine man=
cuvers In Alaskan waters. These
maneuvers were 0 secret that not
even the Army was told sbout
them.

But the presence of the submas
rines in Arctic Waters wAs reports
ed to Army Intelligence in Alaska.
For the moment, at least, it pro=
duced tremendous excitement. They
might, officialdom  thought,
Russlan submarines, The mystery
was soon cleared up. with some red
faces all around.

Not the lenst interesting part of
he story was the way in which the
submarines were detected. At the
outbreak of World War II, Alaska
was pititully unprepared. ‘There
was a very real threat that the
Japanese might conquer the Alas-
kan mainland from bases establish-
ed In the Aleutian chaln. One of
the defense measures taken by
Alaskan officlals was to organize an

Territorial Guard.
COMPETITION KEEN

Alaska's able Governor Ernest
Gruening would like to see the
nucleus of the wartime guard pre-
served in a unit of the Natfonal
Guard. But competition for Na-
tlonal Guard funds s keen. So is
competition for Federal funds with
which to bulld armories and other-
wise prepare & base for a National
Guard unit.

In this competition, Alaska s
hopelessly outdistanced by the fact
that 1t Is a territory, The terri-
tories are In the same anomalous
position as the political mugwump,
They send delegates to the U. S,
House of Representatives, but the
delegates cannot vote and these-
fore they have only the most limit-
ed Influence in Washington

grant statehood  to
Hawaii_hns been approved by the
House Public Lands Committees A

JoseBh Alsoe
The Next

WASHINGTON
TTHE danges to the United States
today (a very real, very grim
danger) is that the pattern-setting
crises in domestie and forelgn af-
fairs will almost certainly occur in
the next elghtcen months. Thess
are also the cighteen months be-
fore the Presidential election, when
even the wisesty political leaders
habitually behave like moose in the
ritting season. And it 15 already
sppatent, that this misfortune ul
timing will adversely tnfluer
cisions on the great issues in u.hn:n
the natlonal welfare and perhaps
the national survival are directly
involved.
1f the worst happens. three crises,
closely interrelated. will come in
rather rapid succession nm there

a
Government
cocal mines on June 30. and John
L Lewis can have his full-scals
strike at last, Second, the
atrike will usher in the widely anti=
eipated shakedown, recession or de-
pression in this country. And third,
the slow and palnful effort to bring
‘order out of post-war chaos in the
est of the world wil thus be stop-
ped must result from
the Cﬂmh\nPﬂ effects of still more
stringent coal starvation, bad times
in the United States and the world-
wide shortage of dollar exchange
which i3 already inexorably devel-
oping

NSOLVED CRISIS

Neither President Truman, nor

of Charlotte.
We would definitely llke to keep our present
quarters in the basement of the Armory butlding. for
xe byse our faclitles already there A mplendid
dance floor which eannat oved without damage
1o 1t and plenty of pace. Tt seems to us that City
Council will be able to.provide agother location for
the National Guard with less expense and confusion
than #t could butld and provide adequate facilities for
& youth center. We agree with your editorial that
o many activities will be displaced if the National
Guard should take over the Armory.

Please let us extend to you our thanks for your
£ mopert o the past and ask for your continued
so that the youth of Charlotte can grow

inta adulthood smid the bes: and most wholesom
influence.

—RALPH JOHNSON IR, Chalrman,
Teen-Age Canteen.

The People’s Platform is available to any
reader who cares fa mount it, Communications
should be less Man 300 words, typewritten if
possible, and on only one side of the paper.
Libel and obscenity will be deleted—otherwise
anything goes. Each letter must be signed, al-
though, in exceptional’ cases and upon request,
we wm u‘lt?m.o!d the writer's name.—E tlura,
Tur N

the detalls of Roosevelt's views.
Roosevelt, according to Ernst.

over. . large part of Palestine.
rooting of the Jews by Hitler
every notion should participate.
cluded three p

tes, with 8 like number to Englan

Anes

Unlled Nmum to finance this migrath
ternal

Ausirin”

Jews Back To Germany

did not believe that the
problem of Jewish refugees should be settled merely by taking

He felt that the tragic up-
was a_world problem n which
In brief FDR's plan in-

eds mlun'lm to all countries—not merely Pales-
tine: He figured 100000 refugees should come to the Uni
Stal

nd.
world budget raised proportionately by all the
Teparations for Jews Inside Gérmany and

the G nor the*
Republican wiseacres have the vag-
uest notlon what to do about the
danger of an economic shakedown
resulting from the present infla-
tion of domestic prices. But this
will not be so serious, if the other
preventable dangers can
wn\l'hn\l be warded off,

A prolonged coal strike would ba
catastrophic. Equally catastrophic
would be & sudden world-wide
snortage of the dollars with which
every other natien is buying des-
perately needed and equip
ment for reconstructlon in this
country. Neither the coal strike
nor the dollar exchange crises needs

occur. But at present, both are
being invited rather than prevent-
ed. It is this which makes the fu-
ture seem s ominous to the rather
small group of Administration of-
ticlals who have not Jallen into the
habit of mumbling nervously, “Suf-
fictent

Heulttes wil
nni Mexico to put controls on :tmr
ports from this country. But de=

unto the day s the eV\li .

Defenses

pawerful case was made for Hawall.
But the statehood bill was referred
0 the House Rules Committee,
where It has -been bottled up, wver
since. At this writing, there is

sign of 'h!n 1t will be allowed w

come to

Hearings u“e been held on &
statehood bill * for Alasks,
m

for our. northernmost territory. It

is too strategic an area to be left

1o the whims and chances of ter-

ritorial rule. Even with a Secre-

tary nl the Interfor such as

worked Intenatvely
uku interest during the past

yenr. a territory occuples a dubl~

ous position.

DEFENSES DECLINING

The disturbing fact is that Alas-

defenses today are declining

rapidly toward the prewar level,

And the pre-war level was close

to_zerg.

‘there are an estimated 23~
000 troops still in Alaska, plus one
-lr ETOUP. AT alr group cons
rmally of sbout 100 fighters or
155 heavier planes. This is the to-
tal allotment for the vast territory
that lles in the area from which
war will come if 1! ‘comes.

It begins to look as though we
were drifting ml.hrr swiftly back
o normaley. tle we talk big

about Russia and the atom
we fall to take steps whish would
help to insure that national de=
fense is kept relatively up to date.
Statehood for Hawall and Alasks
is one of those steps.

The tale about the submarines
may also point a moral about co=
operation between Army and Navy,
There ls & deep undercover resist=
ance to even the kind of unification
mn President Truman h: pre

The services also seem
b @ dru!lna' The direction i packe
ward — back to the compla-
ent past when general competed
with admiral for appropriations and
acclaim.

18 Months

spite their appalling mpuuuun;
thiese forecasts fall o

Dotitical causes o
raisals i the face of

p'-

15
me labor debate now going on
the Senat
TORY CRY
conservative Republican ery

1s for an omnibus labor bill, in one
package ineluding both severe and
moderate Amendments %o the exist-
ing laws. Whatever measure passes

e Senate, it must be blended in
mntenncn with the House lal

S

i, biend, mass ber w punitive
measure. This President Truman
will not sign. And a veto is
actuslly what the comerative-Re-
publicans want 50 sensible
' man aa Sehator Taft has pointeq
out, with 1ll concealed glee, that the
President  will then the
“blame for the failure to pass la-
jon. Nor

I
clause in the Senste bill on
which the whole Labar Gom
achieved unanimity (even oeluding
Genator Pepper) was the clause

posing n sixty-day _cooling-off
period and giving the Government
other powers to deal with such
nation-wide strikes as that threat-
ening in coal. This clause is the
exsential baby which the more con-
sarnative Republicens expect that
the will have to throw
out with the umwanted_ bath. And

he blinder and more short-sighted
of thern are actually plannirg. atter
the President has sent bis veio
to Congress, to press thelr suppos=
vd ndvantage furiher. The general
idea is that the President will then
be forced to choose between a hu-
billating retraction of his mn or

Congressional refusal to
rn-n powers to deal with the hopt-
less intransigeance of Lewls and
the coal operators. That will be
playing with fire indeed.
rm:sml:\-mu. POLITICS
n blg issues and in small, Pres-
) politics is already begin=
uing o Influence political setion.
no great

et,
dnn! Tt is still potﬂbln u hupt
that the worst happen,
although the lnMunmu of the
world-wide dollar exchange crisls
i mathematically demonstrable.
But while there are as yet no
reasons for despair, there is an ev-
en greater lack of Tpumas for cor
placency. The American people are

golng to have to make "\t very plain
lh will stand no jiggery pokery
hv thelr loudm. 1f they want to get
through the next eighteen monins
without grave mishap.

: Army Should Stop Free Vacation Junkets

agreed that Britain would muh this figure by also taking i

100,000 refugees.

f the more vocal I

of
& nationsl boes, r the

t EGARDING the.latter pofnt, Roosevelt maintained that pledge Inf

Borald . Lon TThis Ia & biE b mcdlul":gun& R German and Austrian Jews should at least be given an Palestine.

ants to go across the continent with a pa :ihu;n mr;u;ng get b:r:mkw"hvlmm-dd nn':‘} ‘m%n
wilk o addlion, esch atendunt was given “ten days  Bropery i SOmPEURE (00 et UGG, K I e ihe  Jewhn, namely Gt

le as leave.”
the

order | spend his ten
days at Two Harbors. Minn T hemes while Frivate Jensen
ot leave to visit Princeton, Minn.—his home,

mtﬂu!l.lnp fnct: after Colonel Keeler issued his

Another
“joy-ride” order, all

FDR’s Plans For Jews
N m of the current Palestine debate, some
itten history

_coples were picked up and suppressed.

too sal
meit

the war, the United
accumulated immigration
taking 10 around 100000 refugees,
s suggestion this
mlq. Britih

all at

many, tha
tine, take in a cerhln uota. T fact, the State Department
this with various Latin American governments
even while Mll was alive—though the results were not

1so figured that since U. 8. immigration

been shut off for about six years during and just pxlm' O3

Btates could afford to use \!p l-llﬂo
one

idea wis discussed by Ernst discouragements
Oolﬂnlll Bl!'lhlr,‘h mmmm-.mhnm

ml.n,oflh.htm

the United States,
mumy held up

Rooseveit’s idea was that If. the United Btates,
and other countries took in pai ered from
Hitler's hate, we would not be n such & hypocritical position

e Arabs to mave over in Palestine.

State - Dept. Sahotage

SEVERAI things since then have upset FDR's plans.
One was the !Illtude of Zionist leaders lh:m!elvu Some

support to FDR!

me United Btates, "l aroused. 1o

s tor two reasons.

explained below; the Mhlr was the fact that the
terfe their fund-raising

.men and ex-officials of European goyernment
& But dyed-in-the-wool U. 5 diplomate

Britain

rt of those who suffered

ve 50 gealous M:rd;‘:l
-' that even 'Mll Presiden -
o PDR's orlginal idea of bringing

Zlonist ene
e’ i general disillusionment

“Truman
campaign for

momammmmmhm

the largest number has been mon-
Anders' Wiite Polsh Army.
is queried by the
refugees, but

vehcen'ﬂllnlhhkein

As has
State De t. carger quietly
visas remaining 36.000.

wxplain why mang Jews

.



