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The Communists In
i seems to be little doubt that
g I North Carolina is now seelng, for the
| first time since the bloody Gastonta strikes
of more than a decade ago, the spectacle
{of Communists at work in a labor unlon.
| At Winston-Salem The Journal has pre-
" fented documented evidence that Local 22
[ of the CIO United Tobacco Workers, now
conducting & strike at the R. J. Reynolds
| Tobacco Company, is dominated by Com-
munists.
|~ The evidence was provided by two for-
mer officers of the local — loyal. longtime
trade unionists who presented thelr state-
ments first to President Murray of the CIO
along with a plea for help, and finally to
the local newspapers as an act of despera-
tion. They charge that Communist inlon
officlals are now employing the strike —
which started, they insist. as a straight-
forward effort to obtaln higher wages —
to furthér the private political alms of the
Communist Party. And their evidence is
supported in every detail by the signed
statement of Anne Matthews, former treas-
urer of the North Carolina district of the
Communist Party.

But perhaps the most impressive support
for the Journal's evidence has been fur-
nished by the unlon local itself. In its
counter - statements (published s both
news matter and as advertisements, Inei-

{identally, by the Winston'- Salem news-
papers, which union spokesmen insist are
‘working unfalrly with the company to dis-
credit the strike) the local has not yet
denled the charge of Communist domina-
tion. It has relied instead upon a denlal of
the parallel charge of “Irresponsibility,”
and has insisted that the Communist lssue
1s part “of an all-out Red smear campalgn.”
Its attitude, In short, Is that the party af-
“filiation of the local's leaders has nothing
to do with the strike.

This, it seems to us, is no answer at all.
‘The two unlon officlals who resigned in
protest charge that the Communist affilla-

"“tlon of the local's present leaders has
everything to do with the strike. “I don't
belleve that this strike is Communist in-
spired,” says Gene Pratt, long-time or-
ganizer at the Reynolds plant. “But I am

that this

Winston-Salem

There are already slgns that Communist
propaganda has served to divide th€ union
along raclal lines. Most of the strikers are
Negroes, most of those still working
in defiance of the picket lines are whites.
This, obviously, would be regarded as a

bad situation by any union leader whose '

sole aim was strengthening the local and
winning the strike. But, with its great
potentiality for increasing social tensions,
this obviously is a happy condition for
those whose primary aim is to increase the
membership of the Gommunist Party.

Moreover, the \company is completely
Justitied in refusifig to deal with any un-
fon which Is known'tc have Communist
leadership. No emplover wants Communists
in his plant under any circumstances, and
certainly he does not want to be placed
in the position of doing business with
them. The reasons are as adequate as
they are simple: Communist doctrine calls
for the abolishment of private ownership
and It demands a higher loyalty to the
Communist Party than to any labor union;
this makes true bargaining impossible.

Thus the charge that Communists dom=
inate the CIO tobacco unlon in Wine
ston-8alem cannot be dismissed as lrrel-
evant. If it Is true it means that the
strike Is not part of an honest trade union
effort to obtain higher wages and bet-
ter working conditions, but in fact is be-
ing employed as part of Communist strates
gy to further the party's soclal alms. The
workers become not potential beneficl-
arles, but victims who are being exploited
in a politleal cause.

Tur News has defended the right of
Communists to believe and say what they
like. But we have also insisted that Com-
munists should be Identified and thelr
motives and methods made plain. This,
so far as we can see, ls precisely what The
Winston-Salem Journal and the -disgusted
former leaders of the tobacco workers lo-
cal have done. It Is hard to sce, therefore,
how this can be written off as “an antl-
union Red smear.” It Is; instead, gn im-
portant plece of information which the
people of Winston-Salem and the tobac

Bk

leader-

¢ ship In the union iz barring settle-

ment which would be falr to the work-

ers. I am also certaln that the tactlcs

¢ that the union leaders are now_following

are almost certain to lead to-trouble and
possibly to race rioting"

A Pension For The

I’l‘ 18 entirely appropriate, we think, that

two of his fellow-Missourians in Congress
have proposed s palup!uar Harry Truman
and all those who coms after him. Repre-
sentatives Bell (Democrat) and Reeves
(Republican) will introduce a bl-partisan
blll calling for Presidéntial pensions
amounting to two-thirds of their salary.

‘That may: seem overly generous at first

" glance. After all, the President draws 375.-
000 per annum and usually has no great
length of service in the office. But Repre-
sentative Bell points out that in Mr. Tru-
man’s case the large salary Is a snare and
a delusion. He has only $28,000 left after he
pays his Federal taxes, and unavoldable ex-
penses attendant to maintaining White
House living standards, take away $24,000
of that. That leaves only $4,000 to take care
‘of Missour! taxes and personal and family
expenses, Mr. Truman séems certaln to
leave the office in worse shape financially
than he entered it.

Moreover, while Presidents may theore-
Heally retire from public life, history de-
monstrates that they never cease to be
public figures. Mr. Hoover, the only living

need In order to
understand the direction the strike has
taken. If it succeeds in breaking the
strike North Carolina CIO officlals would
do well to accept It as a pertinent reminder
that they had better look to cleaning their
own house.

President -

ex-President. 15 In constant demand for all
sorts of public and quasi-public jobs that
are’ not financially rewarding. Only the
fact that he happens to be a wealthy man
in his own right, ensbles him to accept
such assignments as the recent Inspection
tour of rellef activities all around the
globe.

It has been suggested in the past that
ex-Presidents should be given official sta-
tus — an honorary seat in the Senate, or
a special advisory post In the Cabinet, for
instance. We question the feasibility of
thus formalizing their relationship to their
successors, but we do belleve that the peo-
ple owe any man who has served in their
country's highest office financial security
for the rest of his days.

And In case any economy-minded mem-
bers of Congress are inclmed to balk at the
added expense of Presidentlal pensions, we
suggest a careful study of the mortality
tables. They will show that the job of
Chief Executive. usually attained late in
life, exacts a physical toll that guarantees
against any prolonged drain on the treas-
ury after leaving office.

- The Great Bubble-Gum Crisis

HE siege of sore throats among Char-
lotte schook children which led to a
medieal Investigation of the local bubble-

gum supply seems Lo us to have some rath- _

. er wejghty implications. The health au-
thorities stepped into the picture to see if
there had been any violations of the pure
Tood and drug laws (and found there had
not been) which raises a question as to just
how bubble-gum should be-classifled.

Is it food? It seems to us that a com-
modity that is chewed but not swallowed
{except In cases of accident or undue ex-

eitement) could hardly fall-into that cate-
1 gory. It 1x possible that some sustenance is

derived from its juices during the early

moments of the operation, but this certain-
o Iy Is incidental to its main purpose.

..~ Is it a drug? Well, it must be conceded
7.4 that bubble-gum has a sopgrific effect or

.the young. and is frequently employed for

| that purpose -by harassed parents. The

-swelling bubbles before bemused, and fre-
quently crossed, young eyes are hypnotic,
certainly. But these effects come not from
the chewing, but from the blowing, and do

¢ Iﬂ'l' Southern accent by which you are
A supposed to be able to identify a resi-
of Dixie In what ever corner of this
‘globe he sips his mint julep is on the way
‘s have the word of John Bpargo, pro-
' of English at Northwestern Univer-
that the speech of the
be replacing not only the
byt h

§

not result from any chemical properties of
the gum jtself,

We confess that exact classification of
bubble-gum eludes us. But we are relieved
that the health officlals have finally given
the local supply a clean bill of Nealth. The
town might have survived' the wholesale
condemnation of its meat or milk supply,
but a sidden confiscation of all bubble-
gum stocks would have precipitated a crisis
of the first magnitude. A breed of gum-

leggers would have sprung up full-blown, *

we are confident, smuggling In supplies
rom outside or reclalming pld wads from
beneath school desks and movie seats. The
large, gray bubble has become as much a
part of the rising generation’s features as
ears; no modern child ean sleep without
small wads of gum in his haic to remind of
the failurés and “trlumphs attendant -to
blowing bubbles jn a high wind. Until it is
replaced by some fad equally fascinating to
the young and repellent to their elders,
bubble-gum s here to stay and considera-
tlons or health, sanitation, or social use
¢an never alter that Immutable fact.

)

On Dropping An Accent

est concentration of poffulation in the na-
tion and that the people from this area
who go out in great numbers to other sec-
tions of the country do not readily adopt
the reglonal accents of the states to which
they migrate.

We don't know about that. But we'll
wager that the first question put to this
horde of. lingulstic purists when they get
:'o‘:n in our section will be something like

“Where are you’all going?" — Sheiby’

"Dally Star

Three Prize Poems

CHARLOTTE

Editors, Twr Nows:
F[HIS year there were more fine poems entered
In the North Caroline poetry contesi than ever
before, thus not only number but standards are
higher, The North Carolina Poetry Socicty hopes
cone day to publish & book of best of &l contests

thus far.

It is tmpossible ta acknowledge all these poems
although many have written In concerning the can=
. by con=
testanta all over would be of inestimable wid. It

winners.

Mrs. R. A Dunn gave $25 to the first winner,
and $10 to both the second and third winners, Each
year she has been the donor. The judges wero
professors from Sacred Heart and Belmont Abbey,

Permission was received from each prize-winuer

to have thelr poems published. Mrs. Dunn, and
the president of the N C. Poetry Soclety asked
me to submit them to the paper.. 8o If you wWish

1o publish them, here they arc.
It you could read some of the poems and the
t to the judges) you

It is a splendid thing the North
Carolina Poetry Soclety does to stimulate this en-
deavor, and to encourage the literature of the state.

MARION TOWNEND,
Contest Chalrman.

LIKE PILLARS OF THE TEMPLE
“Stand together yet not 160 near together
For the plllars of the Temple stand apart”
—Kahlll Gibran in The Prophet.
Bewlldtrgd that in throngs T am alone—
Alone though near the ones T love the best.
1 wonder, if. among the crowd, unguessed,
There is a heart whose song my heart has known
Alert to lighted eyes, a muted tone
That set apart thelr owner {rom the rest,
1 seem aware that I have once possessed
sense whereby soul messages are known.
Yet, If that perfect complement I found
Some golden day. T could but say to you:
Stand near, O my beloved. but not ton near.
A stranger to myself, my deepest woun
From my own eves I hide: what could I do
1f you should glimpse it totich It with a tear?
~-CHARLOTTE YOUNG.

ENGLISH SPRING
English wind now sweeps across the land
And_brings her hills and downs the taste of

Spring
That called the music from Will Shakespeare's hand
And first taught Drake's bold wandering heart to

ng.
The great chalk cliffs rise high above the sea
In bright Spring sun just as when once their might
Tnspired a reckless courage, in the free,
When Spain’s rough gauntlet dared them o the fight.
ies

The Spring makes all that anciént land seem young
And promises great songs as yel unsung.
‘=BARBARA JEAN FANT.

]
Drew Pearson’s

Merry-Go-Round *

TO J. T. S.

MY, heart ds meath the clod, but T'm more kin
To all the star-gemmed, Wind-swept universe,
Now you're with God.

You're In the softly falling Summer rain.
You're in the shimmering light of sun and star,
And when 1 wander down a forest lane

I come to where you are.

There now is harmony upon the lute

Of life, where many discords fell before:

There's no more fear, nor grief. nor standing mute
Before a closed door.

You're nearer to me, cherished heart. than when
Your spirit was within the bounds of clay.
Brave. singing spirit that is now a pai

Of ull T am today.

In spite of sorrow's rod. I'm more akin
To all the star-gemmed, wind-swept universe.
Now you're with L
—CAROLYN KYLES.

(NOTE: Although Txr News does not as a rule
accept poetry, an exception s cheerfully made fe
these prize-winners. Miss Young, winner of the first
award, {5 n teacher at Burton Insiitute, Miss Fant.
winner of the second prize, ls 8 student at Queens
Mrs. Kyles is a teacher at Hunte

News.)

Hypocrisy
GHARLOTTE
Editors, Tur Nrws:
HAVE noticed, with & great deal of wonder, why.
5 long as they and their children could secure
Hquor illegally from the thousands of bootieggers and
hundreds of speakeasies and thelr friends would not
the

enferced. yet, the very minu
liquor 18 handled legally, through ABC
stores, where they cannot get it without their neigh-
bors seeing. them carry it home and their children
cannot. buy it. there is a terrible hullabaloo and howl
from all the drys and it is made the chief topic of
sermons, in many of the churches, where It has no
business being discussed, as there ls no moral issue
at stake, locally, for liquor is in both Charlotte and
Mecklenburg County, so It s only a question of
whether It s bought legally or illegally and all
these people are too blind to realize that control ls
far better than tllegal bootlegging, also that the
ABC stores will not increase the amount of drinking
in Charlotte, which, T am sure, has the highest drink-
ing rate, per capita, of any city of near its size, any-
where in the whole country. K

All the quotations Yrom the Bible, of which we
have had a great many In the various letters, can be
interpreted in any way that the reader sees fit and
only go to prove that Charlotte and Mecklenburg
County raises the largest crop of "two-faced” hypo-

crites in the whole world.
¥ —BURTON H. SMITH.

Marquis Childs

Dewey And Sen. Ives

ALBANY, N. Y.
7THE TURMOIL in  Washington
over the omnibus Jabor bill has
been felt even here in tranquil Al
bany. The effort to push 3
Thomas 'E. Dewey into declaring
his views on Federal Iabor legisla~
ton has incressed aa the contro-
versy over the measure itsel! has
increased.

Part of that effort 1s to try o
needle Dewey Into saying whether
he does or does not agree with the
stand taken by Republican Sen,
Irving M. Ives of New York. Ives
has opposed, with considerable suc-
cess, the sp-called strengthening
n the Senate
by Sen. Robert A. Taft of Ohlo.

‘Thereby he has stirred the ire of
right-wing Republicans in  the *
state, They refer to him in indig-
nant’ lett>rs’ and angry conversa-
ue;:: as “that New Deal Republi-
ean”

Now It is a fact that Dewey, *
after considerable jockeying, ap-
proved Ivea for the Senatorial nom=
ination last Fall. Ives was elected
in the Dewey landslide. Is he,
therefore, Dewey's man and does
he speak for Dewey on labor legis-
lation? .

POLITIEAL VETERAN

‘When you look into Ives back-
ground, you see at once that fhis
question s beside the point. Ives
has been through the fire of po-
litical battle and he has emerzed
with a reputation for high integ=
rity and great krow-how in gove
ernment. To several visitors, Dewey .
has expressed the belie! that Ives
is the best qualified man to enter
the Senate of the United States in
many years.

Ives was In_politics before Dewey
was heard of. He was for many
years majority
House of the S
directed several bi-partisan inves-
tigatlons inta the ills of our time.

One of them was on the whole
problem of labor and industry. One
ofg@he things that came out of that
thorough. patient investigation was
the School of Indusirial Relauons
of whieh

His
stand on the omnibus labor biil WAs
on his knowledge and his
convictions.

Dewey describes himsel! today as
Tves. \deologically

for & labor bill

i necessary,
over President Truman's veto. Here.
of course. he would seem to coineide
with Ives' position, since Ives

Cornell  University

Samuel Grafton

GOP

I like Republican® well enough.
and one of them, Wendell Willkie.
T liked about as much as any man
T have ever known; 1 grew up !

Republican family. in a Republican
city. 1 voted for Herbert Hoover in
1928, my first vote. With this back-

they had played their cards right.

What follows,” then, Is not to
be considered s diatribe against
the GOP, but a kind of tender ex-
amination into why the Republicans
have lost so many people during

the last fifteen years, and why
those they have lost find it 0 hard
to_come back

You tan start with Represents-
tive Taber of New York. Mr. Taber
WAN!S a purge of subversive govern-
ment employees, as Truman
does. .But he objects very seriously
to spending the 024900000 the
President says the purge will cost.
He is going to make s pecullar kind
of political issue about having &
cheap, an Inexpensive purge. And
here (even without sympathizing
with the purge idea) onk can get
very close to understanding that
ery-baby discontent, that huge de-
sire to have everything amd pay
nothing, which lies at the heart of
Republican _thinking.
EVERYTHING FOR NOTHING

It is very much Hke the Repub-
lican desire to have the whele world
Tespect us and admire us. and the
Republican refusal to spend money
on_foreign broadcasts.

or, on & higher level, it is like
the Republican desire to bulld a de-
fensive wall of dollars in Greece,
and Turkey and Korea. etc., and
at the same time cut the budget
snd reduce taxes, here at home.
The Republicans want everything
there is, but they don't want to
pay anything for it.

. These are only crude and obvious
examples; the same disease, the

Navy Officer Tried For Prison

argued Tepeatedly that to include
& ban on industry-wide bargaining
or other “tough” provisions would
kill the chances for any legisla-
tion.

ANOTHER QUESTION

Another question ls: Did Dewey
warn Taft against putting Ives on
the Scnate Labor Committee? That
report has frequently been printed.
What Dewey actually said to Talt
on this subject went more o less
ke this:

“If you want to have your own
way In the committee you had bet-
ter not appoint Tyes. He Is & new
Senator and there are other com-
mittees: he ls interested in. On the
other hand, If he wants the As-
;‘l‘gnmlnl on labor, then I.am for

i

At any rate, that is the version
accepted by this “Dewey team ™ 1ve
did get the assignment and he has
played such an important part in
ahaping the labor bill that he has

tinguished himself far more
than most freshman Senators evcl

When he was campalgning for
the Presidency in 1944, Dewey made
a labor speech st Seattle, Wash In
that speech he said:

“The National Labor *Relstions
wl t5° good and necessary law.
It acknowledges the trend of our
times and will continue to be the
law of the land But that law has
been working badly. It has failed
o secure the industrial harmony
falled

place of government by law. .
wey would not say that today,
He has moved quite a long way
from such free-wheeling endorse-
ment of the Wagner Aet. Hia labor
was one of A series that led
Democrats to apply & “Me. téo.
tag to the Republican nominee.

With an overwhelmingly Repub-
liean Legislature Dewey put
through at the last sesslon a bill
forbidding civil servants to strike
under penalty of being fired That
brought angry denunciations frem
Jabor union chieftans.

ACE IN HOLE?

How far Dewey would go in Feda
eral labor legisnation, no one W
likely to know before 1948, But talk
of fais repudiating Ives 15 & lit
foolsh. There are those on tha
Dewey team acuiely aware ihal,

me 48, Ives will be a political
ace in the hole should Dewey hap-
pen once agaln to be the Repub-
lican nominee,

Contradictions

same desire to get the bun without
giving up the penny. manifests itself
in subtler ways, also. The Repub-
licans want the joy of stamping on
the Iabor movement, alienating the
working people of America, and
they also want to win she Presi-
dential election in 1948, They want
both. They always want both.
BOTH AGAIN

Or take it this way: The Republi=
cans want labor to reject all foreign
ideclogies; they want labor to ree
main faithful to the free enter-
prise system on the ground that the
free cnterprise system alone allows
free collective bargaining. But they
want, also, to do sway with.many
of the forms oms of fres
collective bargaining, such as the
closed shop. Agaln they want both;
they want all the evangelical capi-
tal that can properly be made of
freedom. and they also want many
restraints of & kind that do not go
very well with freedom.

To get back to the purge of gove
ernment employees, Mr, Taber is of
the opinion that we should not let
the Pederal Civil Service Commis-
slon do the purging but that, ta
save money, We ought to let the
FBI do it. The FBI has a good rec-
ord of respect for civil liberties. but
this plan would establish ths prin-
ciple that the Federal police should
have the final say over who may
work for the Federal Goternment,
and who may nop. If such a pro-
posal were ever made on & munic-
ipal level. giving a local police
s veto power over appolntments,
there would be a howl of outrage;
the principle is no better when
applied federally.

Yet it is the Republican Party,
the party of freedom, which make
this suggestion, Just to save a few
dollars; and it is not unfair to
say that the GOP has a hablt of
bumping- into itself ideologlcally n
this manncr, and knocking it
bralns ouk

Atrocities

‘WASHINGTON

AREFULLY hushed up by the Navy, one of the most
Csrhmllnf\nl court_ martials in recent history is secretly
being held at thie Naval gun factory in ‘Washington.
It g similar to the Army's famous Lichfield prison- trial
though with even more shocking revelations regarding the
beating and tarvation of American enlisted men in a

- Japanese prison camp. The shocking thing ls that an Amer-
Yo mavar i Monrovia,.

jean mavat officer, Lt. Com. Edward N. Little of
Calif. an Annapolis graduate. class of 1930, is considered
resonsible for these atrocities because he "squealed” on his
fellow Americans.

Evidence has been disclosed that as a result of Lit-
tle's tale-telling to the Japs. William Knight, s U. 8. en-
listed man was so severely beaten that he died five days
Jater: and that Corp. James Pavlockus, of the Shanghal dth
Marine Corps Regiment, was slowly by the Japs
untll, on the 38th day, he died. There were various other
beatings snd punishments given to American prisoners as
a result of Little's reports to the Japs.

Evidence given by American prisoners interned with Lit=
tle indicates that he curried favor with the Japs ;}'mu
expense of his own fellow prisoners. A majority Uthe
prisoners In Camp 174 total of 1700 of various national-
itles. U. 8. lish, Australian, and Dutch—filed com-
against Little with the War Crimes
shocking behavior of this Annapolls

Pukioka District, J

camp_commander during part of

Major Achilles Tisdelle of Orange Park, Fla, then &
cap'ain. Since the Japs had made Tisdelle top

of the camp, he was supposed to outrank Litile.

the Japs, he was able to get away with It

At one time Tisdelle and Little clashed over the rotation
of cooks in the mess. Major Tisdelle pointed out that some
of the prisoners were weak from lack of food and proposed
that they rotate as cooks, thus'giving them & chance to
gty extra food. Little, however, flatly refused. He told
T¥dtlle he would run his mess and Tisdells could run the
rest of the camp.

Slow Starvation i
"JHE death of Knight came atter he had stoien food, and

Littie reported him to the Japs, Obviously he knew the
re since. he sometimes

* satlon that

where the Navy thought the trial could be held more

secretly. A
1t was hinted at the Navy Department that the charges
against Little had been scaled down to the general accu-
he was gullty of conduct unbecoming an officer
and 8 gentleman.
Little's defense is understood to be that under the
Geneva Convention he was required to maintain discipiine

mander. Pukuhara sald he could not understand the way
the Americans squesled’ on each other. *

At that time, the American camp commander was
Major. Jobn Mamero, who was more sympathetic to Littl
than . Major Tisdelle. elle worked hard.at defending
enlisted men, and some of his fellow officers marvelled that
the Japs didn't kill him. A

the other~hand, there were several cases in which
enlisted men, incl

Suggestion To Housewives

J)ONT,hold on to your sugar Tation coupon, for 10 pounds
which the Department bf Agriculture recently decidec

‘was redeemable June 1 instead of July 1. One reason th

redemption date of this coupon was moved up a month wa

to avoid shipping conflicts with the bumper wheat eroj

ed this year.
Your April 1 (10 pound) stamp is good until September
the moved-up June 1 stamp will be good untll Oct
1, when sugar rationing Is due to %
and continued supply of sugar, therefore, waste no

‘time redeeming some of these ps—bel
ments are given priority over sugar shipments during the

wheat harvest.

‘The Department of Agriculture ‘housewives who
‘haven't redeemed the April 1 to do so now and follow
suit with June 1 stamp—or not be s easlly



