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ing was administered off the record and
debate on restrictive labor legislation was
The

| eluding that large and troublesome surplus,
- with wisdom {f not Inspiration. It met ma-

of present tax schedules. Its mem-
_bers worked hard and long at their diffl-
distinguished themsslves for
duty by adjourning a8 quickly

ere are also quite a few superla-
fives on the debit side of the ledger. It was

felsm from within and without. It con-
stantly took refuge behind the non-record
vote s it disposed of controversial legisla-
ton. -

Even the cautlous Assoclated Press noted
' that “labor took s harsh beating at the
| hands of the General Assembly.” The beat-

the first time in more than a year
pickets haye sppeared on the streets

®¢ Charlotts—strixing ~telephons workers
parading with placards before the local In-
stallations of Southern Bell, “hitting the
| Mhcks" along with thousands of fellow-

collective bargaining between a single labor
‘wnion and a single corporation.

A good many privats cmum we sup-
- pose, will decide the issue arbitrarily in ac-
cordance with thelr prejudice for or

e organized labor. But the masess-
ment of blame is hardly that simple. In its
° published statergents the union has set
fosth a ressonable basis for its wage de-
|- mands. The telephone company has coun-
tered with an equally reasonable statement
of its inabllity to meet the pay scale pro-
| posed by the union. Both sides dlsclaim re-
sponsibility for the collapse In negotiations
- which made the strike inevitable, although,
inJriew of the company's offer of arbitra-
tion and the union's summary dismissal of
the Labor Department's request for post-
‘ponement of the strike call, the company
appears at this reading to be considerably
Jess stubborn.
The union's case resta largely upon
single economic factor—the steadily m-
| ereasing cost of living. It eam argue with
| some justice that the higher wages }t de-
mands do not represent an economic gain
for its. members but only an adjustmen}
| that will keep the value of their eamings
- eonstant. Few consulting their
own household records, would Insist that
& salary of, say $30, will buy as mueh today
88 it would six months ago.

This argument, of course, 18 universal
and applies with equal lﬂm in the case of

by pante and ir y.
word “communist” had & ‘maglc quality
throughout the session: the gentlemen
could be stampeded by It at will, and tre-
quently were. Civil liberties also took &
harsh beating In the process.

And once again the Assembly poked its
nose into local business on every possible
occasion. The flood of local legislation was
even heavier than usual. and much of it
was, to put it mildly, improper. Juggling
the liquor question frantically, the Assem-
bly managed an impressive Inconsistency.
Typlcally, It refused to support the prin- .
ciple that cities may vole independently
on ABC stores, but allowed all citles pre-
senting Individual requests to do so.

Certainly the historians will not reserve
& special place of honor for the 1047 Gen-
eral Assembly. But. on & comparative basls,
they will probably not give it too low a
mark: It is not surprising that in a time of
general reaction the people’s representa- <

By
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Hand'Washing Ceremony

tives weren't particularly
“and large, we would say, the Legisiature re-
flected the temper of its constituency in &
year of great uncertainty and econfusion,
and, of course, no demoerat could ask for
more.

Are Utilities Strikes Defensible?

1a valid enough, but it carries no promise of
immediate relle! and therefore cannot be
expectsd to weigh heavily with a worker
who Is faced with the problem of atretch-
ing his pay to meet hia living expense:

However, the telephone strike involves &
special problem in labor relations. True
collective bargaining is patently Impossible,
for the company Is a public utility operat-
ing under an income fixed by law. It is not
free to meet Increased labor costs by in-
creasing charges for its services, which 1t
can do only through the cumbersome and
uncertain process of rate hearings before
the various state utilities and
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PeoEle’a Platform

- A Mlhtant Unity

forward to greater progrems and sdvancement.
We have mo quarrel with those who have dis-

Editors, Tz Nrws

18 % an open letter to all Who In any way agreed
pported the campalgn for adequate salaries for
teachers and to all others who {avor standard educa-  respect
Honal or all the childref of our state. Disrnell,

the FCC.

All of this seems to us to state a prob-
lem that cannot be solved by traditional
methods applicable to private industry, The
only answer, as we have observed appro-
pros other strikes in public utilities, lles in
compulsory arbltration, unpleasant though
that alternative may be to both manage-
ment and labor. Nobody these days ques-
tions the right, or obligation, of govern-
ment to exercise a broad'supervisory con-
trol over public utilities monopolies. sstab-
Hshing minimum standards of service and
maximum rates im the public Interest
That, 1t seems to us, provides adequate
precedent for also bringing under govern-
ment control the organized employees of
publie utilities—again in the public in-
terest.

Even granting that the present strike
is in defense of basic economic rights of
the workers, It s ciear that their private
interests are In direct conflict with the
public's. Compulsory arbitration provides
the onmly certaln means of protecting the
‘public against suspension of essential pub-
lie services and at the same time providing
workers In public utilitles with Immediate

every worker,
It 18 one of the evil produl:il of the fallure
to establish adequate safeguards against
post-war Inflationary pressires. The coun-
ter-argument — that every Increase In
wages only aggravates the situation by In-
suring a further decrease in dollar values—

and redress of griev-
ances agalnst management. No new de-
parture from fundamental principles is in-
volved; ¥t ls simply a matter of extending
to the whole of & public utllity the necess
sary public safeguards that now apply only

to 1ts management.

The Heavy Odds Against Progress

F you are one of the 6400 cltizens of

Charlotte interested enough In the fate

of the public schools and the size of your

own tax bill to participate In the coming

achool tax election, you have by now had

your name inscribed on a speclal registra-
tion book.

+  If you are one of what we hope will be a
clear majority of registrants favoring the
additional school levy, you will, of course,
vote “yes" when you go to the polls, But If
on election day you are prevented by 1ll-
ness, personal emergency or plaln negli-
gence from actually marking your ballot,

" your vote wlll be counted anyway. And, no
matter how you may feel about the achool
levy, your vote will be counted against It

This is the net effect of the constitution-
al restriction which provides that school
and ‘other “non-essentlal” levies must be
suthorized by a vote agalnst registration.
It 1s not & matter of disfranchising & citl-
zen—It actually serves to count a vote he
didn't cast, and to eount 1t eontrary to his

«own desires if*he happens to ID‘DI'MQ !.M

Another Voice

American Civil Libertles Union
Teally believes in the Tights of man. It
defénds Westbrook Pegler's right to call a
_prominent business man & Communist, as
well as !-ﬂyhodfl right to eall the column-
st & Red-baiter.
Now its director, Roger N. Baldwin,
ifeaves for Tokyo to perve as a consultant

:  The Rights Of Man

levy under consideration It makes It twice
as difficult to east & vote tn favor of a new
tax as it does to cast a vote against It.

The requirement has defeated a good
many important profects in the past. even
though a majority of those actually voting
expressed themselves favorably. The odds
are welghted In favor of the opponents of
Any “non-essential” tax or bond lssue, as
they are now agalnst the mew school tax.

.The Legialature In its closing days guar-
anteed the citizens of North Carolina an
opportunity to free their municipal govern-
ments of this dead welght on progress.
There will be a popular vote in 1948 on
constitutional amendment that will lbel!»!
“the vote against Teglstration. We hope and
belleve the amendment will carry, But in
the meantime the proponents of the local
school tax must fight against the usual

would be the first to fig)
Again, 1 discount

Since 1t {a Impossible to write s personal letter
of appreciation to each of the thousands of teachers
who voted In the recent NCEA presidential election,
{0 all parents and other laymen who worked for the
cause, an e press and radio, 1 take this means
1o thank sincerely, esch of you vote mot onl
elected a person but most important of all. vindicated
an issue—s truth.

The lssue leading Lo the request that T become &
eandidate for the presidency of the NCEA i one
which is paramount in our democracy today. In fact
if the efforts of these who worked for adequate sal-
artes for teachers In the South Pledmont Campatgn
were wrong, the majority of our teachers were
wrong. the thinking of the rank and flle of our people
1 wrong, similer groups in most of the states of our
union are wron And the National Fducational As-
the Parents and
Te . and the Southern Assoclation of Second-
ary Behools and Colleges are wrong

rather

will be
it that

one,
v
efforts

on, National Congress of

‘These efforts wefe Dprom by the conviction 2
hat it clasarcom teachers are eniiied oo urger Al April “
salary than wor ¢ 20 per cent CHARLOTTE 14 a7 :
The appropriation, however, has been made,  Editors, Tnz Newa: 8. ek and. lasty

roposal

and we are looking o a betier day in the 'umrHD

ideal which can be attained if we will forget

Alfties and comoperaie for the weilare of oor children.
Although the appropriation i not uate I

not s much aa it should have been, we are advised
m: members of the General Assembly and lay-

men alie. many of Whom hold positions of proml-

nence in the. state, that the efforts of the promoters

of the South Pledmont Resolution unquestionably but T guess that our Mr Gireath
produced, through factual Information, all that for them ookt ol 1s to
Appropriated nbove 20 per cent, fncluding the bomas, ST BN GRS N WA e it

or emergency salary.

To whom the eredit belongs 1s unmportant and
beside the point. I solicit, therefore, the co-operation
of the Governor of our siate, of the members of the
General Assembly, of every parent, teacher, principal
and superintendent. of all local school' boards and

tees, of the State Superintendent and Board

the united

body ay

ndary of our state, to-
gether with the press and the radio.
e must be & milliant unily: we must not deal
n personalities of bitterness, but rather in thoughts,
Taears, cHioFis AR decds, wmich il e s
Iy standard educational sdvantages the
children of our state!
That Norih Cafolina, his made wonderful prog-
uca is an undisputed
fact. "1 am, llkewise aware of the fact that mue
progress has been made through the action of the &
current General Assembly. We as promoters of the
South Piedmont Teachers' Salary ficheduls sre also z?kl
fully cognizant of this fact and would in no way
minimize that record. K May the day Tever come
when any administration will be completely satisfied
with what it has sccomplished ang Dot eagerly look

reader

Dreto Pearson’s «
Merry-Go-Round *

WASHINGTOR

YWHILE Republicans were lterally pounding on the outer
gites 4unn¢ the Lilienthal mn Demufrlu-c national

unfalr odds to carry the day
home the lesson that the margin between
the total vote cast and the total registra-
tion la the margin between success and
fallure. .

by the enormous tasks of reconstructing s
dwwc y succeeds will Communism lose ita

Amrrlum have traditionally prized free
discussion as the very air that liberty
breathes. But Mberty does not live on air
slone. In' the United States It has struck
roots In the rich soll of economic opport-
unity.

A wise policy of economic fertllization
must accompany the sowing of democratic
seed in the Par East if the wilderness is 1o
blossom as the rose—while Americans at
home will be im plenty busy with the
weeds In thelr rose gardens. The
thll of ml-n as ll.l' Baldwin well knows,

constan nmhcum enry‘vbm. —
cllruuan Science l

Iafd, Delaware, Vir-
Ttk ang Wt | u;uaw T ke seseion it
within the White House

‘Spoke up vivaclous Mrs. Emma Gulfey Miller, Democratl?
sommitteewoman I||l
.

il wnom Tou Ei wery. well 1o apen tha 48
Convention by singing The Star-Spangled Banner””
Truman grinned happily.

“~You know who I Mr. President” Mrs. Miller
continued. “She mmn-aewtmv recently and she's very

“IVe heard that request before. haven't 1, u-m" Tru-
finally executive

hould be less than

we will

solieit the

second to none,
i

In all that T have done In the campalgn for ade-
quate salaries for our teachers.

urged sthers 1o do, there has been Just one. and only
objective—genulnely standard educational ad-
antages for all the childeen of eur state To this end
and objective T pledge my most sincere and untiring

il o increase the Dumber of the noble thou-
sands who have joined me
—'l L FRITZ JR. President

M. €. Edweation A-odllkm

MAKE no bones sbout it, T am & dry  As a matter

4 ot of extra. trouble and expense gettin;
thetr ‘ol whisky. Friine

The wets seemed ta think for awhile that they
were going o get A bill passe
giving them a chanee to vote it out with the drys.

looks like thal ought to be enough to turn every-
look what he says in the

gainst the bill; but

next paragraph:
“Whether & dry or wet " Mr Glreath said ~
one should oppose this bill, because by passing It you
are foreing the County Commissioners to da some-
thing that they have refused to do themselves "
Is_drawn.
would want the County Commissioners to have to do
something that thes have refused to do
An, April!

x-
—~NIKKI BASSETT
(Age 5)
By A. E. BASSETT.

The Feople's Platform ts available to axy
[ L‘mnmum:utum. key, to
words,

who cares to mount
300

e, and on only

one
and obscenify will be deleted—ot.
anything goes. !ar:h letter
though, in uzter!ln
withhold /

iEws.

A I 0 sy miniiadid ot Wit
ugh there are those disagree I
t for their usm to do 1o
the efforis of no one. but
whalenearted

aperation of sll, In order that teaching may become

a true, selective prefession and that our boys and

girls may have the best that our educational system,

T am sure you would have ,

cases and upon
writer's mmc—l uou,

Marquis Childs

'WASHINGTON

ll"HI pessimists say that the more

ot 17 to undersand sovier

more we are bound to

o o el

yhose idedlogy 1s directly wnenry
to our own. Yet to go on from this

and aay that we should rest on our

half-knowledge and our lgnorance
most foolish kind

Congress it i an unfailing sub-
Ject that produces provocative and
often hysterical headliness

I would like 1o call sttention o

onie

of an insight into the Russian peo-
ple and what motivates them than
anything 1 have read. is "A
Room on Route” by Godrey
Blunden, an Australian newspaper
man who was in Russia for & long
atay during the most eritical period
of the war.

UNUSUAL VIEWPOINT .
This ls not one of those books of
easy generalization that have come

out in such a flood. It s a movel
by rver of deep sensitivty
who has back of the

wone
langusge and the cally ‘outhings
of the politiclans
Blunden takes sbout .  dozen
ple, ranging » high-rank-

picion on every hand. Particularly
Jou get an Insight Into the devas-

understand how they were able o
1 the Nasla and withstand
the terrible destruction of four
jram of war. Bven the oppression
the tarture of the NKVD can-
i) k(I the passionate loyalty that
= attached 1o the land iself
One of the characters 1y Mitka
& young Russitn who survives ev.

Stewart AlmP
Palestine

JERUBALEM

T s probadie to tne point of

certainty that & Palestin settie-
ment s being discussed In Moaco
by Secretary of State George C

arshall  and British  Fogeign
Secretary Ernest Bevin  Having
made up its mind about COreece
United States
must now make up Ita mind about
Palestine and the rest of the Mid-
dle East. And after making up its
mind, the United States must take
part in the settiement considered
mast destrable.

Bome notion of the position Be-
vin s tAKID can be gleaned from
the atttude of responaible British

tals here Together with the
vast mafority of Jews, almost every
British _official has become con-

suj and co-

n all that I have

vinced that only partition, with all

s
the United States should offer to
share the political and economic
responsibility for the partition of
Palegt the Britsh Government
would withdraw iis
the United Nations

Marshall are
taking precisely this form or not.
It is virtually certain that the
Britsh position will call for
shared American responsibility in
Palestine as a prerequisite for sct-
tlement.
CALLING THE TUNE

The Briush can 1o longer afford
to pay the piper here. But they
can always decide to wit'draw
completely from PaRstine
potentially catastrophic implica-
tions for the whole of American
foreign policy. To that extent they
ean eall the tune, and in a polite
way, they know it

Thus the United States i faced
‘with the same basic decision which

every-

No thinking wet

themselves

typewritten 1f

side of the . paper. made. for it is :lnrly dlmcun ln
herwoise  put up in Greece or Turkey, and

t the mame Ume to shut up in
Palestine and In the Middle East
Thus the task of American policy
makers ls to attempt to weed out

er must be ﬂqvxed u-

Understanding Soviet

book s one of the most extraordi-
oLy pleces of writing ia moder

the something slse. It
also e of a very high order.
‘The route is the street along which

top rs travel in golng
from the Kremlin to thelr country
villas. To live o that street you

angry d!l'hlllm],
them have made
m:u-ut in print -nu on the nmm

An example is Willlam O. Bullitt
Bullitt was. of course, never &
munist. But as & liberal he looked

ped o A tour of Lenin-
grad by soldlers with fixed bay-

oneis.

pathy became a deep hos-

Y.H!U lulll!l has since made a oa-

obla. As ® de-

vr]nped this thetic “friend

of Rumia” was the worst of

Ambassador we oould have sent o
Moscow.

and hysteria maxe

it diffioult for lhh country s form

policy  based

who are trying
Soviet
pacity and its direction.

Partitron

the Juxuriow mass of conflicting
moral and political claims and
reach a level-headed conception

he real interest of the United
Stites in this area, The most ob-
vious American interest seems cer-
tainly & firm, final and sbove all
immediate settlement. Por as long
as Palestine continues in ita pre-
sent turmoil, the waters through-

immediate settlement.

mher p Is are re bused ot twe

Dremmloes that an
meed settlement bee-mn Jews
And Arabs 15 possible, now clearly
demonstrated as vislonary: second

large  popt
political objectives and social sy-
tems are exactly contradictory.

MINORITIES INEVITABLE

Al but those Jews on the ex-
treme right or the extreme lefi_
the terrorists and revisionists en
ihe one hand. and the Hashomer
Hatzalr and the Communists, on
the other — are prepared to
Copt the principle of partiion, T -nn
exact boundartes of the partf
Siates would be. the subject of e
mﬂlltli difficult negotistions. Tt
however, that any
Fational Jewish state would have
to include a large Arab minority

That is the basis of the Arab
case. and It is silly and unfair to
deny that the Arabs have a case
But In purely political terms, 1t 1
important to make an ent
of the depth and extent of the
Arabis reaction. not only In Paies-
tine but throughout the Arab ana
Moslem world, in the face of the

evident Soviet unhlmm o turn
the Middle East » Soviet
bailwick.

This passionate Arab opposition
1s n fact, and biithely to disregard
1t as a political factor would be
certainly idiotic. The extraordinary
Zionist achievement in Palestine
is also a fact and until the Jews
are given some chance to bring
that  achievement to fulfiliment,
there will be no peace here.

:Margaret Asked To Sing For Democrats

Truman !\ed T‘h!n he passed lm\md » Baltindfife
cartoon by Edmund Dutfy showing the GOP ek’phmt
Buddied. under the Clpﬂ.nl dome, viewing with alarm the
Chicago election. .
“If you look at ll’lue results and the results of the various

surveys” Truman T think you can safely conelude that
the Democratic Party s on the up—" He paused, then add-
od, “snd up.” - .

GOP Budget Cuiting .
JDTUAWARES Tunnell then dissected the Republican Con=
objections to the Truman , polnting.

gut that men ks Michigan Brawtord and New
York's John Taber, from rockribbed Republican dis-
tricta vnmuwm'l have 1o explatn thelr actions 1o the
Yoters to win re-election.

*1 think the people aren't being fooled.” replied Truman.

71 mippose you noticed Sam Ragbiras speech in the House
yesterday. Sam turn. iblicans
n-nm-mntpmmmm\ they can't llu\-rnw‘ “But
what's even more surprising is that they made a ot of
procaises Ater election that they didn't have to make. Now
they can't live up to any of them.”

Pennsylvania’s Lawrence then told how the Republicans
were attempting to slash several important Pederal projects

also Repul
-nnn.vnun lhatml'gvmhmld not
b-m\.pcn.huu ane proposed dam Pittsburgh area.

ping up Labor Btatistics destroying the
That certainly 't sound like
they'rs trying to bulld a strong Labor Department. Appar-

Future Strategy
President then pulled out a draft of his Jefferson
day apeech add read the highlights to his fellow Demo-

s,

“Ouf job,* he sald, “is to make America strong so that

it can fulfill |ts destiny and assume the leadership toward

mafing the World peacefil and Keeping & peacefil world
en! ing.

ure youll

Praying For Senators

OUGH few legislators seem to
each session House and the Senate opens



