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Phone Union
' Chief Seeks
Settlement
This Week

(‘ourage Urged
. In Strike Ranks

WASHINGTON — (AP) —
Joseph A. Beirne said today
he is seeking a settlement of
the la]zphnrm strike this week
but ealled for “courage” in

union ranks if the walkout is]

prolonged.

Beirne, president of the National
Federation of Telephons Worern,
conceded to reporters that the
atrike will begin to tell on idle, pay-
lesa workers If the dispute sxiends

o beyond Monday.
MASS MEETING HELD
The strike lender outlined ta
d told & mass

mee!
“We're working taward a set-
tlement this week,” Beirne sadd.

porters were no. admitted to the
ting.

but
want o go back to work.
The 340,000 strikers over the
tion will have to exercise “cour-
:.d:rdh maintain their walkout, he

¥ Bel.mellld mmhtmal:ulu:t
of sny negotiations now either in
lngun or between Bell
tem alfflistes snd NPTW un?n‘u
guvmﬂ ﬁ‘& sald the
i

Do meeings Wi the NPT It
ership here.

U we dout win this, yesr
never will.” Beirne sald b lﬁ-ﬁ:
mass meeting.

He reiterated: that the strike will
continue until there is & wage set-
tlement.

why they are striking"

CONCILIATORS WAIT
Meanwhile, Secretary of leﬂr

Bchwellenbach and his top cal

tors indicated that qu w‘m hold

off another 24 hours before making

Any new move o end the strike.
“We'll ses Wwhat develops from the

”nm'-
he sald.

eration of Telephons Workers and
the American Telephone & Tele-
graph Co—parent of the Bell Sys-
um nelu'”uwt Seht -

t ccepted
proposal “in principle,”
1 acked on 13 modifications whi
the secretary interpreted as & re-
Jection.
1f accepted, the plan would have
“iended the sirike at § P. M., today,
after 48 hours of “intense” negotla-
tions on issues which were o have
been excluded from arbitration.

but
ich

Gangster Role Actor
, Given Term In Jml
BEVERLY

HILLS,
Lawrence y. who u:
zole of ] " i the film ci

that time, hu rders
spend the next tour ml-u!dl
. the county jail

Justice of the Peace Cecll” D. Hal-
land fmposed the penalty yesterday
when the actor appeared on 8 pro-
bation violation. charge, uu'l'm-th
of Tlerney's recent arrest for,
kenness, his fourth In ‘renent
‘months.

EXPLOSIONS SPREAD FIRE THROUGH CITY—
The greater portion of Texas City, Texas, appears to be
burning furiously shortly after a chain of terzific ex-
plosions spread ﬂamea throughout the town of 15,000

RESCUERS DIG VICTIMS FROM MUD—Rescue
workers dig bodies of explosion victims from the mud

i|Blown Up By New Ship Blasts

THERE'S MANY A SLIP

You know, last week we
wrote of the beautiful
| Spring weafher in this
space, but by the time
it appeared in the paper
it was raining cats and
dogs. Some things you
just can’t help. But you
can be sure of one
thing. The Thursday
food ads in The Char-
lotte News show. the
best values in  town.
Count on that!

THE CHARLOTTE NEWS

By WILLIAM C. nAnNnn

TEXAS CITY, Texas—(P—The p explosions today that

i partow and smisery of tois ke city iooked like &

glant skyrocket, coming as they did thirteen hours after twin

blasts took tuurcreds of lives and infured thousands
stunned and dazed the weary citizens.

AL dawn searchlights still probed crumpled steel and debris
covers uncounted scores of bodles. The blanket of black
billowing smoke over the. city s heatier than ever. the result of
several new ofl retinery fifes caused by the newest fons of the
vemel Flying High.

Just after 1 A. M. I walked info 3 downlown stere building
phors the cammally tall was being tabulated by six men. 1 closed
{he fosr dghind s, walkad (s, the- e the big room and a

shook the building and bmm pll.llcr from fhe
celling.

Ore man dived under & \-lhl:, lnnbhtt hit the floor, a third rolled
up against the front door; blockin;
Two seconds lster came a wnund thunderous blast. T yanked

open, pushing the man out of the ﬂymﬂn!mﬂdmmm

street. In & vacant-lot I watched red-hot steel streaming into
sky. A fiery black cloud climber to 2,000 IKL ‘Then steel nu-m:nu
pinged the sidewalk and pavement.

1In the dock area the jagged picces were faliing like rain,

It further

E

W. H. Boucher, s volunteer helper from Goose Creek, Texas,
was In the danger ayes, helping to free trapped bodies from-debrjs.

*The bisst” be said, “blowed  the buttons off my . jacket. A
pléce of shrapnel cut the right Jeg off & man standing Fight beeide
m.nndn;m'rmg:um him 8 Hex foad
‘wis bleeding didn't pay atten:
mah wis conscious but he didn’t say & word. mdldn‘t:mm.
m_mupmmm and

Leave Texas City Im

population. An explosion aboard a nitrate-laden ship
in‘the harbor set off the series of blasts in industrial
plants ashore. (AP Wirephoto).

g
o ¢

into which they were blown by the chain of terrifying
blasts that devastated Texas City. (AP Wirephoto).

Red-Hot Steel Rains On Water Front

underway. A loudspeaker across from the City Hall came to life
with a man at the microphone profanely urging action. A siren
walled and then there was a chorus of walls and patrol cars and
smbulances eunn p the street mmmx for the water front.

seven et
et aveaties 0 o heariy AnoliiEbien arca back. of he Do my
Hall. Two dozen cols soen filled. Dectors and nurses
iaklewd amiiency sif 454 walkéd between the cots. All -the
were. lous, all were silent. Some rrhmm with pain.
They hoddled ander thele brown Army blankets
0 Boy Scouts held a blanket to shield Harold Keith. 20, &
rescun worker from Couse Craek, Texaf, who leg was sliced by
falling steel.

“1 triéd to crawl under a car,” Kelth sald,
oo many already under it. There wasn't room. for

William Bankhead, another volunteer, stood by the cot of his
tnjured buddy, James Nicholson. Botn live at Houston.

“We were 100 yards from the ship when 1t blew up,” Bankhesd
sald, “The explosion knocked ms down and I rojled under an

mobile. When the stuff stopped {alling I looked out and saw a lat
of men 1ying on the ground.

Mrs. Clay Martin, 33, Houston nurse, circulated among the
patlents. She went on Working in spite of elght broken ribs by
Jagged shrapnel Al day long she had been in the dock area,
distrivuting colfee and sandwiches and ireating the Inflamed. eyes
«f firemen burned by the thick smoke

“Tt ralned stect out there:” she {old me wearily. "It was awfal,
A man near me got an eye knocked out. Another fellow got a fool
cut off. I'm darned lucky to get out with broken ribs."

Mrs. Hallie Berg of Port Arthur, Texas, who too had been
helping at the docks all day, mssisted the newly injured despite
* new wous

8L on. his feet was J. B. Kent. Houston police serg

"T'was directing Sraific near ihe dockorr he sald,

“but there were
me."

‘1-ut s few

Bes RED-HOT en page 16-A

ing a state of emergency

n

ened to ignite other tanks of

further fear of water contam
TOO EARLY TO ESTIMATE

yesterday and today.

Boyle Views Destr

explosion-shattered Texas Ci

high vetane gas.

ination.
DAMAGE

uction

Like Plo

HAL

war-hlasted Ploesti, Rumanian
TrumanIn |

Aid Order

‘WASHINGTON — wp—Pruld-m
Truman. said asked
y lo co-op-| &

| vestigation,

every governmen!
erate In relief of suffering In the
Texas City disaster.

He sent & telegram to Mayo:
9.9 Trahun of Texu Cly mymx

“I know that the |
ministering to your sickcben eity 1%

and I have asked every Government
ageney to co-operate In rellef mc-
tivity.

“My heart and the heart of the
nation go out in deepest sympathy
o the suffering people of Texas
city ighten the burden
of sorrow which has fallen om-The
community with such tragic force.”

In line with Mr. Truman's in-
structions, the Civil Aeronautics

authorized airlines to operate

“at will” and depart from sehed-
uled routes In order {o fly emer-
‘exas area

meeting emergency needs” there.
PROBE URGED

Senator ODantel, Demacrat, Tex-

, introduced in the Senate & reso-
lution for = “full and complete (n-

of the disaster,

O'Danfel told the Senate.

T Fealize shat. this seriea of ex-
plosions  coul n acel-
B a3 0 tiok Wt 1 charge
or Insinuate that anybody could
have been 5o mean or debase
to have planned and excuted this
disas

Bm ‘In view of the high ten-
slon on International affairs, and
dus o & rather large number of
fires, explosions, rallroad wrecks
and other disastrous oceurrances in
this nation Iately, all so nearly re-
semblin; oocUTTERCAs
which preceded our emtry into the
1ast war, due Largely to Comminlstic
underground activity, 1 believe 1t
is the duty of this Senate to conduct
a full and complete Investigation
into this Texas City and
the investigation imme-

King Christian
Has Quiet Night
COPENHAGEN—#—An official
bulletin  said today. that King
Christian X, who suffered a heart
attack on Easter Sunday, had spent
& quiet night and that his condi-
tion generally was unchanged.

Prince Frederik told a
cabinet council yesterdsy that there
was “little hope” for the 76-year-
old monarch’s Tecovery and physi-
cians sald his strength was dwine
dling.

Today's bulletin sald:

“His Majesty the King has spent
& quiet night. His condition this
morning is generally unchanged.
His temperature 13 384 degrees cen-
tigrade (100 degrees fahrenheit),
Bulse rate B4, respiration rate 48.

To Reduce Hours
WARBINGTON—PThe _ Gom:
munieations Commission
the Western Union T:l-emnn

Co., to reduce hours of service at|
the Monroe, N. C, branch.

Texas City Looks

esli Ruins

BOYLE

By sa
OVER TEXAS CIT\’ Texas — (AP) — Flaming Texas
City today looks from the air like & peace-time parallel to

oil capital.

It 1s now T:15 A M. Central
Standard Time. We are making our
Whird flignt over the burning tawn.

The fire-ravaged Incustrial sec-
ton and the peaceful residentisl
areas offer the coptrast between life
and death.

One 1s » two-mile wide torch, The
other is the living pattern of a de-
serted village s tate sl dopend=

¢ ol whether the present
able wind holds.
|sMOKE DENSE
Angry smoke towering to 3,000

feet. spreads from the city like & gi-
ln!ic black win dense

thin where the wind has dispersed
it

Capt J. P. Talton of Atlanta, o‘.

siiris the edge of ihe buraing I
dustrial zone.
At least s score of raw-oll
storage tanks. each holding
bundreds of thousands of gal-

Bee TEXAS CITY on page 18-A

Figures Given
By Red Cross

WASHINGTON— (# —The Red
Cross today lssued o revised report
that 400 are known dead in the
Texas City, Tex., explosions and
additional 250 w0 373 are belleved o
have been killed

The organization’s headquarters
carlier had reportea the known tol

T4

The revised figures were released
after a eck on _information
previously supplied to Jokn C. Wil-
son of St. Louls, MidWestern ares
manager of the Red Cross, by Rea
Cross workers in Texas City.

The organization made no change
in its estimate of 3,000 injured.

Engagement Rumor
Is Unconfirmed

LONDON—#—An Otta
port that Princess Elizabet
gagement would be announced
Monday, her- twenty-first birthday,
could not be confirmed in London
today.

The Ottawa - Mbring  Citizen,
crediting its report to
authority” sald yesterday it
expected that King George VI n
South Africa would announce the
princess' betrdthal that day to'Lt.
Philip Mountbatien, formerly
Prince Phiiip of Greece.

Government court circles today

denied knowledge of any planned
announcement.

“nothing yet,
Ing the possibility that there m.h:
be an announcement later,

Dissatisfied With Job,
He Steals From Church
BRIGHTON, Eng— () —Mord!-
cisa James, 42, sen o
hs imprisonment today for at-
tempting to stesl money from &
chureh offertary box, gavs s ex-
plans:

an offertory to 8t
umu.

BF

An-

“the highest
was | High

State Of Emergency
Proclaimed In City

TEXAS CITY, Texas — (AP) — Gov. Beauford Jester issued a proclamation declar-

ty today, even as reassured

residents who had fled the city began returning to their homes.

. The Governor, in his proclamation issued at Austin, outlined steps to be taken to
keep the situation under control in the stricken city.

Meanwhile, firefighters massed to smother flames in oil tanks which still threat.

J. H. Hill, Deputy Mayor appointed by Mayor J. C. Trahan, to aid him in the
emergency said water and light utilities were back in operation.

He said there was no

He.would not estimate damage done to Texas City by the five terrific explosions
He said it wis too early to attempt it.

The death toll remained at an estimated 650, with 3,000 injured, according to Dr.
Clarence Quinn, Medical Co-ordinator appointed by Mayor Trahan.
said the Red Cross had reported that 364 have been embalmed, 400 were positively
iknown to be dead, and that

Governor Jester

another 200 to 250 were be-
lieve dead.

The wind. blowing the
north last night, had subsjded and
billowing amoke from burning ofl
was  rising swirling  columns
traight above the fires.

NO DEMOLITION

Earller plans to use
equipment to halt the .wmd of
mz was abandoned at noom, Hill

.

“We won't try If st this time,
We see no need for it

He sald four major fusl

taniks ‘had been extingaishad. Bt
even as he made the report to
Boyle, Assoctated Press writer, there
Was s fresh shower of smoke and
flames roaring skyward. - Reporis
circulated that a new tank had col=
lapsed and eaught fire.

HO wid the cliy would be
sgrayed with DDT by planed as &
[protective

up and moved. Plate glass was
wwept up.
‘This morning Deputy Constabls
Herbert Whitmore had sald that all
of Texas City was in danger. HIl
uur today sald this danger seemed

pleted early toda)

time to ids

men pleked wp & Newrs
night. They found 36800 in
cash on him, and him
m. emaay

Romine. Red Cross offl
cl.l xuid the major problem !mu
them today' was the feeding of
homeless, and the rescue and nﬂd
workers. Financial aid was being
given 1o the poor in hospitals and
elsewhere by the Red Cross.
NEW EXPLOSIONS

m nev ntvlndm-
Tex: ustrial city toddy.

*mey fvibww the two

t of and
des as the worst in Texas In
half & century.

.gwminnm

A secondary explosion occurred at.
235 A, M, but i was far. from
being as intense as two earlier.
It appeared to come ong of

the numerous ofl ‘tanks, that dot |
the city.




