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The Anti-Closed Shop Law

W‘!LL North Carolina has cutlawed the
closed shop, the union shop, malnte-
nance of union membership, and the check-
off. Or has it?
Nobody knows exactly what the North
Carolina Legislature did when it passed
the anti-closed shop bill. Proponents of
the measure called no competent legal ex-
perts to Interpret the measure. The oppo-
sition lawyers who did appear before the
House and Senate Committees warned that
the bill was loosely drawn and in all prob-
ability would promote a vast amount of
litigation.. And they raised the most seri-
ous question of all: Does it affect lm,ersute

serlous effort to answer them; in the Sen-
ate, not a single voice was ralsed in sup-
port of the measure. Yet the bill—one of
the few of such far-reaching implications
to pass through the mill without amend-
ment—passed both houses unchanged and
without a record vote.

Labor leaders have called the measure a
“stab in the back”. This In-all probability,
will turn out to be extravagant, since it is
doubtful’ i it can survive the court tests
that are certain to follow. But there is no
doubt that it stands s & “slap in the face”
for labor. And there is no doubt that it was
30 Intended.

This can be justified only on

or only
{nterstate commeree it will concern every
unton member in North Carolina; if intra-
state commerce the bill will cover a mere
handful of organized workers.

There was little doubt, however, as to the
Intent of the bill. Its authors talked about
the “right to"work” and wrote that magic
phrase into the title of the measure, but
they did not try to disguise their principal
motive. The bill was punitive in nature,
designed to take the unions down a peg. and
punish them for past sins, real or fancied.
The curious thing is that most of the un-
.lons its proponents seek to punish—
notably the United Mine Workers—are far
beyond the reach of the North Carolina
Legislature.

It seems to us that not even the most
dedicated opponent of labor unions, one
who Is In absolute accord with the ends
sought by this bill, can take pride in the
manner in which it was Introduced, de-
bated, and finally passed. Four times, twice
in committee, and twice on the fioor of the
two houses, there was an opportunity for
every member to inguire Into its anteced-
ents and lts ultimate effect. A handful of
Tegislators did speak out in opposition, but
the proponents of the measure made no

the grounds that organized labor in North
Carolina has demonstrated utter irrespon-
sibllity, has consistently violated the rights
of non-union workers, and constitutes a
growing threat to the welfare of the.state.
1f these things are true it seems to us the
members of the Leglslaturé would have in-
sisted upon thejr right to be counted and
recorded as supporters of-the anti-closed
shop bill. If they were convinced that thelr
constltuents are united in their demand for
protection against the unions a’ recorded
vote for the bill would be a prime political
asset. Yet the gentlemen of both houses,
and of the committees thereof, chose to
hide behind the executive session and the
volce vote when they outlawed the closed
shop In North Carolina.

In the unfolding -history of ornnlzed

“labor the anti-closed shop bill is no more

than a minor ineldent, It will not turn back
the tide; it may not even check it. But the
measure has provided a revealing, and
deeply disturbing, picture of the General
Assembly of North Carolina In the critical
year 1047, It has shown the membership,
with a few notable exceptions on both sides
of the Issue, to be without the courage of
its convictions.

To Break The Bottlenecks

ne:tlng links. A narrow, unimproved street

may serve the needs of property-owners
perfectly well, but it obviously cannot serve
as an artery for through traffic. It would
be patently unfair to assess such property-
owners for Improvements they do not need,
and which would serve the Interests of the
city as a whole.

The present charter restriction has some
merit, in that it serves as a safeguard
against the possibilitv that an irresnonsible
Council might use City funds to improve
streets for political purposes. That safe-
guard, however, could be continued by a
simple provislon that no street could be

SOME weeks ago City Council asked the

Mecklenburg Delegation te sponsor in
the Legislature an amendment to the City
charter that would permit the improve-
ment of through streets without full as-
sessment of costs against owners of abut-
ting property. The Delegation, functlioning
in its role of upper house, refused.

The matter has now been reopened, and
Council has recelved an important assist
from thé Transportation Committee of the
Chamber of Commerce. The Planning
Board has also entered the discussion,
pointing out that the master street plan

now being worked out for Charlotte can-
not be placed Into effect until the Charter
1s amended.

Under the present restrictions, streets in
Charlotte. can be improved only at the di-
rect expense of the persons who own prop-
erty along them. In the great majority of
cases this Is entirely satistactory. But there
are & numbét of streets in the city that
must be opened, whether or not the awners
of abutting property so desire. The network
of major boulevards proposed for the fu=
ture by the Planning Board. for instance,
cannot come Into being until the City has
authority to widen and improve certain ex-
isting streets that will serve as major con-

improved at the City's expense unless au-
thorized by a majority vote in open session
after full public® discussion, Including the
prior filing of notice of intent.

We hope the added pressure from the
Chamber of Gommerce will be sufficient to
cause the Delegation to reconsider its earl-
fer refusal. The matter is of the first im-
portance to Charlotte. for the present traf-
fic bottlenecks cannot~be broken without
charter revision. There is no time for de-
lay: the Legislatiye session is rapidly draw-
Ing to a close /and unless the necessary
local bill Is introduced at once the attack
on Charlotte’s traffle problems will have to
be postponed for two more years.

«

'The Same Old Maurice?

AURICE CHEVALIER Is back on
Broadway, and according to all ac-
counts he is receiving & warm welcome.
Nothing much has changed—he 3till
breathes the spirit of the boulevards, he
stil] wears the jaunty straw hat, his accent
is still thick and charming, the famous lip
atil] juts forward, as Earl Wilson noted, like
the top rung of a turtle neck sweater.

A little older, a little gray at the temples,
but still the same old Maurice. But we
wonder it Maurice will find, when he
passes beyond the confines of Broadway's
half-world, that he It in the same old
America.

He has successfully answered the rumors
that he was a collaborationist during the
years of the Nazl occupation. He has been
accepted again’in Paris, he points out, and
his feliow-countrymen would certainly
know if he had worked with the invaders.
He simply sat out the war on the Riviera,
he says, having as little to do with the
Germans as possible.

Another Voice

Then .Wh y

JERSONALLY we are willing to leave to

Mecklenburg County the matter of

‘what it does about continuing its so-called

or it

‘with ABC stores in Charlotte, but it could

be wished that those who affect to stand.

for the better thought and more sincere

_ purpose of the area were better mannered
" in the presentation of their cause.

Those a appearing at Raleigh against the

< blll to submit l referendum are reported’

In a negative sense*at least. this clears
the record. But those Americans who
fought across France will recal that there
were other Frenchmen who did not sit out
the war. They will remember the guerrillas
of the FFI, who came out of French yil-
lages, grinning, to greet the attacking
doughboys with the news that they had'al~
ready disposed of the German garrison.
They will remember the French under=
ground raflway that transported many a
grounded Allled fller to safety. They will
recall the moonless nights when French-
men stood silently In the fields to receive
the packages of dynamite arriving by para-
chuute and destined for a bridge far behind
the German lines.

A good many Americans nre likely ‘to
think of these things when they hear
Mauriee’s saucy songs. They will weigh his
own defense against the charge of collabo-
ration—that he did nothing. And they will

think: “That Is precisely the point: in the *

hour of his eountrv's greatest peril, Mau-
rice Chevaller did nothing.

Not Vote?

Mecklenburg do not believe the county's
representatives are the “tools” of anybody
—and if 5o, these same 70000 ¢church mem-
bers had a shot at them last November. We
also know—or least we judge from our
knowledge of 70,000-plus other church
members—that there will be no voting as
one man on any liquor question in Meck=
lenburg, in. Guilford. Catawba or any
North Carolina community.

Serlously, do the earnest, sincere prohi-
bitionists of North Carolina want to trust
the leadership of their cause to those who
In taking a vote on & matter affecting
three and a half million people start off
‘with the assumption that the “Ayes”—in
this case it might be the “Noes”—have it
mﬁ even permitting a division ta be

We are willing to concede the moral or

‘Drew Pearion’s .
_Merry-Go-Round .«

Peoele’.s Platform

‘Pretlv Rough Stretch Here, Eh Dnver"’

PR

A Poetic Question

CHARLOTTE

Editors, Tu NEWS:
AM enclosing & poem in hopes of it being printed in
your paper, knowing it will make people think be-
fore voting for whisky, If any one cAn answer where

ts place is, please answer th X

Our Lord says let us walk honestly, as in the day,
not in rioting and drunkenness, not in sinfulness
and wantonness, not in sirife and envying tRom.
13:13), See als (Eph. 5:18), (Prov. 20:1), (I Cor.
\'also (Gal, 5:21), Matt. 24:20), and then vote
the way you wish..

The ones who vote for liquor should be subject
to live -nh a drunken demon for a while and suffer,
¢ their children suffer through it. which

hey e bolnd 10 do If It 15.vated in, They would do
rnr betier to fall on their knees at the polls. Two
wrongs don't make a right. y seems 10 be the
motive, for they harp on money always—it has been

and always will be the root of all evil. Remember,
there is no pocket in your mbe to tip old St. Pcter.
S. A. K. SHATTU!

pote; brae
- While rushing on their head umg race.

Rent Control Debated At Secret Caucus’

- WASHINGTON

TH! man who supplied s large part of the firewdrks at the
closed-door Auuu; Rewbl!cln "mpe' eaucus was not

WHISKY WHERE IS THY PLACE?

00D In its place! Where is thy place?
Thou fiend! that's cursed the human race.
Where Is thy place?  OR iet me tell
For 1 have learned thy seeret well,

Show me the place where you have been.

And there's the place where crime is seen.

And fnere‘a the place your presence blights.
here's the place for brawls and fights.

Go see the graves that you have filled
i

placy
Where you should show your dtman face

Go ask the drunkard's wretched wife
‘What's,been the terror of her life,

‘What turned her raven locks to snow?
And laid her “r!‘chrd husband low?

See how she looks by man forsaken;
See how by want and sorrow shaken,
See her hide in deep disgrace—

Then say no more about your place.

Go hear the orphan’s ery for bread,
Go hear the widow mourn her dead,
Go see the drunkard's haggard
And ask of them where s thy pl

Because he had for 5o & piace.

Go ree the place where -dBmons lurk

Go watch them in thelr devllah work

As they with knives each othier

Aud there, yile whisky, there s iy place.

There's lhe\'é the gallows finds its food.
There's where the prison gets n; nrood
There’s’ where crime and

one of the sixteen re blican freshmen
manded

Cabot Lodge of Massachusetta.

had Senators Bob Taft of mlh lDd Kcm;elh
spokes-
ible to zumu and espe- Befor

Lodge,
Wherry of Nebraska squirming as he
men for making “promises” impossi
cially for proposing that rent controls be abolishe

he “promises” Lodge referred to was the lll- ever, seems
fated GOP prediction, later disav by most Republican policy committee should g 4 being stigmatized a3
leaders, that taxes could be cut 20 per cent across-the-board. against the OPA, but up until now I have al-
nate leaders replied to Lodge bl 1 been  vays mads an excepion on reot control” Be tid,
made chiefly by Ways & Chatrman Harold Knutson %30t we're going to lat OPA g0 in June,” Taft continued, hu beegmr. .
of Minnesota, who nhotnﬂhhmauthmmwul!- “and it seems to me wumnwn:nnmmamorm " the spot,’
"‘wenmuneummn:mypmmun to the controls. But we'll have to be you
for me and no one has been o do so,” declared careful mtltm’lmﬂaﬂh’thlnmumm-t‘nmln
the the young u-u-dm::umzemm who wn re-elected to the on.“m«'l‘:n. of aztflm. wu!d;t the people '::: ity
after servi Army. own *  qualif years of raining to sdminister .
i o g New Hampshire's Tobey then spoke in favor of con-

Baldwin Rebuffed

I\wu
lhnwﬂmlﬂmmm
h all newsmen were
mzmemuunx
letter which Connect
sent

barred, it

these bad spota. Cangrllu] ations.

- reader who cares to mgunt it. ~Communications

who hed de=’
8 greater volu ln party councils, but Senator Henry

History
CHARLOTTE

Editors, TuE Nrws.
ACOUPLE of weeks or 50 ago you published an

article by Drew Pearson, entitled “Marshall
@reets Negro In the White House,” and besides
chronicling the visit of Brigadier General Davis to
the White House, the visits of a couple of Mh!r
colored people to the White ouse were
B e il G cansed the. greateat
sensation was omitted. =

When Theodore Roosevelt was in the White
House, Booker T. Washington, the Negro educator
stayed longer than had been anticipated, and when
it came time for T. R. to lunch, Washington was
asked to lunch with him, and accepted.

At the time, it caused a stir all over the coun-
try and led to the joke wmcn oy rsisted for years
after T. R. had gone to his re

One of the npwsltlon Stnllorm upon being
introduced to T. R. “Mr. President, your ad-

verywhere. We
_ hardly refuse one l! we hld 'Iunw
finally we

Marquis Childs

Our Responsibilities -

‘WASHINGTON
'T would be difficult to challenge
a single word in Plllldlnt m-
mlnl cautiously phrased me
to requesting $400, GW
for ald to Greece and Turkey, But
what was carefully t  unsaid
sounded louder than what the Presi-
dent sald.
During the lm debate over the
$3,750,000,000 loan to England, there
ro

take an overall survi
mands around the wurlﬂ likely to
be made on us.
Even more important, they sr-
gued, we should determine what our
ty was to help the rest of
the world. Then we 3h prorate
the demands in accord with our
cnbmly and In accord with the
&he needs. om

argued, sl
ﬂnd ourugvu muu on. rrom here,
there and e ‘We could

ld find
ves grievously n-nlcndea.
both Hnm:l-lly e politically,
D!BPIM“ BTOPGAPS
England 'll u stop-

n d ul needed W des-
h ‘3.‘." Y pece W have only
to realize. Perhaps
the & -dv-ncu to ureece and Turkey
must t in the same cl.llu.lllcl-
tion, They are essential to meet
urgency a8 desperate as EBritatn's

nuz sooner or later there mst
be an over-all appratsal of need
in relation to capacity. Congress
and the publie are entitied to such
sn appraissl, Policy eannot be for-

mulsted without it. Continued tem-
porizing will finally result in &

joans will be neces

vertible into dollars,
SERIOUS THREAT

pe.
where she can obtain the commodi-
. That would mean
nstruc-
part of Euro] In
vhlch we hope democracy will have
a new birth. It might precipitate -
the kind of desperation we are
ece,
00,000,000
ould be small change. There l.hn
lnl.nl would of nzc:lllly be In
bll.lhnl It is time to realize. too,
at the result Wuuld be new pres=
iy completely un-
controlled economy s the countries
getting American dollars
sought to -pe nd them for American
achines and American goods. In
the scramble for grain for relief,
we are seeing how this hits our
wn price structure,
Congress must act on the Presi-
dent's_request. There is no choica
ow, The word that comes bac
from able advisers is that, if Ameri-
can help Is not soon forthcoming.
anarchy in Oreece will be followed
by & Communist dictatorship that
will put an end to all hopes for
democracy and thereby give Soviet
Russia & for

of pa-
tlence. 1t invites a return to lsola-
rther funds, or further au-

to bring the sit-
uation before the Congress’

r the Middls
East.
BALANCE SHEET .
But when this step 1s taken, we
must have a balance oy
should come from the
imself. 1t should list
against assets in oad review
of where we stand In relation to
our and our obliga-

ny
Uabiiftien

President said. “On this subject the
executive and the legislative
branches ‘of lha ‘must
work togethe!

his takes In & lot of territory.
The President sald it must be the
policy of the United States to sup-
peoples who are resisting

minorities or by outside pressures.
This definition would be stretched
by some to include China. China
s a bottomless pit,

suang Hinta bave recently come

Harold Ickes

tlom.

1 had had such l MXIMQ
sheet, eull:r. the crisls
precipitated by Oreat Brluln vould
not have come as & shoc! ‘e would
have honestly recognized the dira
limits on Britain's ability to main=
tain her position in the world. Only
with such a balance sheet can wa

reserve our own strength and our
own stability.

Hoover’s Dam

WASHINGTON
] AM impatient with my tellow
Amerfcans who are impatient
with the seeming lack of mccom-
plishment by the Republican Con-
gress Ll\ln lc-uk over more than two
mon
The rlct 1s that the Comgress is
moving so fast that the p:op!e can-
not see it move at all. Why, only
mg other day the Rmm after the
dering. passed

sal
mmumuan shall be linked with
u do not mean,” mudnl.ly replied T. R., his
mm bﬂghuy glistening. “that 1 will go down in
history wit orge Washington?”
No.* said the then Claghorn,
T. Washington.”

“with Booker

—H. E. COHEN.

Spelling
CHARLOTTE

Editors, THE NEws:
VrHB attached is part of & h!ldﬂnt from your paper

regarding an Easter service. Sunrise is usually
spelled as here written. Is it lD!"!ﬂ with a “Z" when
1t refers to an Easter sun

—JOHN H. VICKERS.

(NOTE: Sunrise s spelled “sunrize” only when
gremlins are operating around our copy desk and
composing room.—Eds. THE NEWS).

Intersections
ATLANTA
Editors. THE Nrws:
WANT to mention your drive for better safety
methods in the street Intersections in Charlotte.
Having lived in Charlotte for a number of years, I
noticed several improvements st dangerous inter-
sections on a recent visit, which I am were.
brought about by your paper uulm sttention (o

—R. H. RALLS

The lee’s Plazrnm 18 available to amy

nmurd be less than words, typewritten if.
possible, and on only one side of the. paper.
[Libel aﬂe obscentty will be deleted—otherwise
‘anything goes. Each letter must be signed. al-
“though, tn exrceptional cases and upon request,
we “will . wjtnhold the wmen name.—Editors,

ON the whole, the ‘GOP Senate caucus proved s healthy
democracy, during which several young
mmwunwmmunm%mmm

can B8 rzpuma

ned with a brief discussion of
t's new Senator dehln-.nd:meen
to GOP Chalrman Carroll

-board raising
" he sald.
ldmln.llklmuf
reason e
mhlndk“. l:gll cases and see Il\lt Justice 1s done.”

Bricker Champions Landlords

of rem. ecl.l-

board cannot

a blﬂ “to chlnt# the name of
Boulder Dam to Hoover Dam."” To
honor Mr. Hoover nught to go far
to satisfy housewives who are com-
plaining about the cost of living
and the GIs who cannot find &
place to live at any price. No doubt
it will mean food for the starving
abroad and will serve notice on
Russia that uo lre people who can-
not be trifled
ORDER OF clrclmo

Thus, such legislation ought to
be followed by another act crculnk
an Order Of The Cuckoo.
reasoning seems to be that Boumzr
Dam ought to be christened “Hoover
Dam” because Hoover had so little
to do with it. The bill creating

Dam was signed by Pr

powerless even to retort
Iast mame in its title. Although
Mr. Hoover was President n the
time and Senator Smoot ws
of the Senate, he coum not |lt this
the Committes
on Irrigation and Reclamatlon,
The Dill creating the great Boul-
der Dam project would never have
become law If 1t had not been for
m; u-zmenaous fight in the Senate
by Hi . Johnson of Californla.
In lhe Hum the bill was spon=
by Congressman Phil D. Swing,
also of California. More than once

. during his lifetime, Senator Johnson

t0ld me that President Hoover was
oppased to this project and secretly
did all that he could to defeat it.
He could not oppose it openly be-
cause he, too, was from California,
besides being & candidate to suce

ceed Mr. Coolldge as President. Sn,
If & man s entitled to have his
name affixed to A structure that he
did not really want but did not dare
openly pose, then by all means
name should be changed to
“Hoover Dam.” However, by idea
is that if the dam is to bear a
different name, it should be
e Hiram W. Jol 3
honor of the man who was prinel-
paily respansible for putting through
the legislation,

ANOTHER PRINCIPLE

Falling this, T suggest that the
Senate amend the preamble of the
bill to read: “WHEREAS. the late
Hiram W. Johnson was prmup’uly
rupzmnbl! for the Bou

roject, and, WH EAS, khr bbll
-\m-uryunz the same was sign

be late President Calvin Cuuudm
-nd ‘WHEREAS, Senator Smoot, in
1830, offered a bill in the Senate
while Mr. Hoover was President.
changing the name to ‘Hoover Dam'
‘which bill & R!}m\ﬂlcul Senate re-
fused to pass, and, WHEREAS, Mr.
Hoover, as President, had nothing
fo do with this project except to
venture to oppose it quietly, and,
WHEREAS, the original and popular
name of this structure has always
Dbeen Boulder Dam, and, WHEREAS,
we do not like the late Franklin D.
Roosevelt anyhow and insist upon
thinking that he was responsible
for retaining the original name, al-
though le had nothing to with
it, now, therefore, be It resolved
that the name ‘Hbover Dam’ me sub=
stituted for that of ‘Boulder Dam',
Resolved, futher, in the interest of
economy, that there be authorized
to be expended out of any unex-
pended balances in the Treasury,
the sum of $5,000000, more or less,
as may be uired to give effect
to this legislation by changing road
signs, record surveys, maps, con=
ket public documents,” etc., etc,

CALSE FOR SURFRISE

But T would be surprised 1 Mr.
Hoover would be willing to agree to

& name for Boulder Dam that would

amount to political miscegenation.

_poultryman, Hawkes, the New Jersey manufach prer, and
Capehart, the Indiana music-box man,

aiso spoke agaloat

adjustments simply on the: gror

und
um the rent is too low,” argued Capehart, “and even when-

wrency Chairmi Tvbey of New nnnpsm re and Taft led off
is discussion, t explnl.nln. that the matter of continued
nm control is " n policy.” rent_controls.
“What do you mean ny et statement?” aiapped Mas- “They never allow
.m d W‘!
“Why, the-ah-poliey committee (of which he u chlir-
man) decided i we shoud taks  united position service,

they do td]\u: because of new furniture or repairs or
ually allow an fnerease not large enough to

take care nf the extra expense to the landlord.”

tee had

partisan

put. Massachuse!
can tel that this lsn't dolng us any
where veterans have the same housing problem as ebewhe:e >
}l!' York's Ives was equally strong for con! rent

T New York we have & state rent-control um:n. he
“and Fede

Hardships Tp Veterans
ODGE pointed out that the entire Republican Party was

the advoeate of housing decontrols,

whereas many Republicans like himself were not opposed o

issue and the party is
tts Senator azcl-ms '1
state,

eral controls wouldn's affect my
1 think most, of you
o ¥ rent eontrol,

|  thousands of cases.

“Something was
lnn‘t!hlnk

eM-nl

"hera ve completey Dogwed Gowms
e com; s
they couldn't handle lL

g e s sasller - Shost Reputilean

Ddln
“mmm. Weve tot



