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' Charlotte’s Stake In

Mr. McKnight, chopping his way
through a jungle of school-cost statis-
s, has come up with the “conclusion that,
1o matter what the Legislature's decision in
the matter of teachers’ salaries, the citizens
of Mecklenburg will continue to pay & ma=-
Jor share of the cost'of our local schools.
Aithough all schools operate under a State
system, North Carolina pald only 54 .per
cent of the total-school bill in Charlotte
last year; the City put up the remainder
to malntain bufldings and supplement the
Jow salaries pald by the State. If the South
‘Pledmont District schedule of teachers pay
Increases were adopted (as it appears now
it will hot ‘be) the local n.hry supplement

Education :

cal residents. Charlotte prides itself upon
its status as a trade and distribution cen-
ter, and makes much of the fact that more
than a miillon persons live within an easy
rirlve ol The Square. Certainly these good
of ours

hnavliy to the tax total, thus helping shove
thelr own home counties down the list of
State tax collections. B

And, of all the counties In North Caro-

lina, It seems to us Mecklenburg has the
greatest stake In seelng to it that schools
from Manteo to Murphy are kept up to the
highest possible standard. The native
Charlottean, as a good many of them have
noted, 1s becoming a rare bird; an enor-

“would be
" would: still pay somef.hlng like $1,800,000
into the State educational fund, while get-
ting back only about $620000 in teachers'
salaries. “We, pay a big hunk of the cost
locally,” Mr. McKnight concludes, “and we'll
continue to do s0." i

Mr. McKnight's figures and his :onclu-
sion are valid. But thére is danger, we
think, that they may be misconstrued:

The fact that Charlotte now pays a heavy
Jocal supplement to clty teachers s one
of the strongest arguments in favor of the
South Piedmont plan. It demonstrates
clearly the gap between the theory of the
State system—equality of educatlonal op-
portunity for all North Carolintans—and
the practice. If salary makes the differ-
ence between competent and incompetent
teachers, as theeducators are now insisting
it does, then 1t 1s obvious that the larger
clties, which supplement State pay. are pro-
viding much more handsomely for their
children than the rural communities which
do not, and cannot.

It can be shown that State taxes col-
Jected in Mecklenburg amount to roughly
one-tenth of the State total, and obviously
this county does not recelve one-tenth of
the services provided.by the State, educa-
tional or otherwise. But it does not follow
that the taxes collected In Mecklenburg
come exclusively out of the pockets of: lo-

mous P of the city's residents

moved here after attaining thelr majority, |

nttracted by the opportunities offered by
the State's largest city. Certainly, If we are
to grow in the future as we have In the
past, that process will continue and the
high educational level maintained in our
own schools will be largely cancelled, for a
heavy proportion of our citizens will not
have had the benefit of it.

1t Is obvious that-Charlotte, Without any
unique resource such as Winston's tobacco
industry, cannot prosper independently of
North Carolina. The trade upon which we

pride ourselves spreads far beyond the .

county limits andjreflects the fortunes,
good or bad, of the most remote commu-
nity In the state. Education for all our
people, as we have proved beyond question
in the past, means prosperity; lack of It
means poverty—for all our people.

Certainly the record will show that Char-
lotte now contributes a disproportionate
share of the expense of government. But
the record will also show that Charlotte
derlves a disproportionate share of the ul-
timate benefit from good roa good
schools, and good health. There are many
moral reasons why the wealthlest county
in the state should be deeply concerned
with the educational standards of Curri-
tuck and Cherokee—and there are just as
many practical reasons.

The Republicdus And King Cotton

ING COTTON, as even his best friends

il admit, 1s a mighty sick monarch.

The other day, for instance, Dr. Willlam P,

Jacobs of the American Cotton Manufac-

turers Association told a Congressional

[: trade

agreements that cotton should not be In-

cluded because American cotton producers

simply cannot compete in the world mar-
ket.

Leaders of the. cotton Industry long ago
decided that the only way to guarantee
the future of cotton production Is through
research—the continuing effort to find new
uses and more efficlent methods of farm-
ing. While mounting production costs have
gradually frozen American farmers out of
the once-profitable world market, compe-
titlon from synthetic fibers has dncreased
on the home front. For example, the auto-
moblle tire cord market, which once ab-
sorbed 600,000 bales of cotton each year,
has now been taken over almost exclusive-
1y by the rayon manufacturers.

Private research programs have been un-
der way for some time,-and will continue.
But the mogt amblitious effort to find new
uses, and to improve marketing methods,
was undertaken by the Department of Ag-
riculture. That research program now
seems fated to go by the boards; a House
Commlittee last week cut out of the Presi-
dent's budget the $19,000,000 needed to un-
derwrite 1t.

Cotton Digest, trade paper -of the raw
cotton industry, considers this one of the
worst blows the cotton farmer has been
dealt In years. “It was realized,” Digest

“that the with
thelr large outlays for research, would con-
tinue to gain ground - technologically, to
outstrip cotton, r.o tmprove their product
and lower their price, and would Ilikely

make further deep Inroads into cottun's
markets unless a co-ordinated research
program were inaugurated.” Killlng of the
Agriculture Department appropriation, Di-
pest belleves, may. well lead in-a few years
to a drastic curtnl]mem of cotton produc-
tlon. A

This, certalnly, Is a major threat to the
“Bouth. No matter hoi we may pride our-
selves on our .diversification of crops and
industries, the Southern economy is still
geared to cotton. There will be a deter-
mined effort, of course, to restore the ap-
propriation, and we have no doubt the
Southern Congressmen will support it al-
most to & man. But here agaln they will
run into the high political cost of the one-
party system. Cotton is raised exclusively
in the one-party states, to whom the Re-
publican majority owes exactly nothing.
G. O. P. Congressmen are already hard
pressed to Tind appropriations that can be
reduced without allenating Republicans;
what could be more natural than that n
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Ya cima Be Stiartr ’Than The Law’

VperioR COURT !

Pro & Con On ABC

Editors, Taz New! -
AN open letter w R-!pruenhtlle Morris:

I have fead in The Charlotte News about your
appearing before the Board of County Commission-
ers and note that you state “according to lvl!hbl:
mmmuuon. 32,600 leggers are operating In
county and that there are more than 250 Dukn.ma
Seattered abot the clty where liquor can be pur-
drink.”
who has this Information and why
something cannot be done about it. If you have mu
lnmrmnuun. it s yout auw a5 & citizen to see

hese people are ited,

‘While I lﬂmlt !llt" 1s an fllegal traffic here,
if you men will help to do away with the gallon law
then IXfor one, am willing to try to organize the
citizens of Mecklenburg County to sce that this
county Is cleaned up. But as long as the gallon
law 15 In effect, it '8 aifficwt to get an arrest and
conyiction.

“You very well know that opening a liquor store
only gives protection to the bootlegger, because o
the high taxes on legal whisky, The bootlegger h
a great ldvlnnn and with all your enforcement the
bootl thrive where you have legal stores.

has bem proven in Durham Ccun;y and alsa
8t the present time in Martin Coun!

I believe the thing to do Is Lﬂ ‘kill the snake
instead of ralsing more snakes.

Remember thet you were elected by the peopie
of Mecklenburg County to represent the County an
not one special Interest. If you force an elecu\m !
belleve the drys win and you will
Mecklenburg County to waste $10,000 on a -peml
election.

Is your crowd willing to pay the cost of such -
lose?

an election if they
’

—GUY M. BEATY.
CHARLOTTE
CCORDING to mewspaper reports, it must have
been s grand performance that Prank Sims and
Harvey Morrls staged last Monday for the benefit
of the Gounty Commissioners. I wonder who they
were

Republican Congress would
research program that does not concern l
single Republican voter?

Cotton Digest belleves there Is a chance
that the Republicans will see that the threat
to cotton Is also an indirect threat to the
crops ralsed by their own constltuents. “If
the South is forced to curtall its production
of cotton it will surely turn to other crops
in competition with the corn-growing apd
dairying sections of the nation” That 15
self-interest, alright. but it 15 self-interest
once removed, and the impatlent Republi.
can majority has shown little inclination
to peer deeply Into the future.

We can only join the Digest in the hope
that the Congress as a whole will se€ the
junking of the cotton research program as
“penny wise and pound foolish”, ‘But, polit-
itally, it's a pretty. thin' hope.

b

Duncan Patterson Tillett . - /

people, untl they saw his full name

In the sad news of his.death, ever-

knew what the middle initial in Duncan
P. Tillett’s name stood for. Few péople,.
indeed, ever formalized his first name, brief
as It was. It was Dunc Tillett, not Duncan
Tillett or D, P. Tillett, who died yesterday.

The total unexpectedness of his passing
was as great a shock to the community
ag It must have been to his family. One
didn't assoclate unexpectedness with Dune
Tillett. The gquallty of his nature which
had endeared him to many hundreds of
people was regularity. You knew where
you would find him, and you knew you.
would find him responsive, and you knew
that he might be counted on,

. Which 1s not to make him, in death, the
conformist that he never was in life. The

‘before
‘m

not alone security that he looked for, but
the opportunity to be of service. The profit
he sought lay In the welfare of his fellow
man, and rich dividends it pald him in
friendships and the peace that comes of
the knowledge of 'a life well spent for ﬂlm
he loved.

The last ‘big Army-Navy merger took
place around Thanksgiving, with the two
locked, as we remember, on ‘Army’s three-
yard line, as thousands swooned.

This thing of having to finance Europe
et al, moves us to regard the weeping wife
of ‘Daytime Radio in & kindller light. All
that she asks s love.

In a time of great economle confuslon
such as this, it isr't easy to say if that
strange knock is the old trend bumping
the roof or something new, hiiting bottom.

mu.!.'l‘rzmrymmu reovurum
Morgenthiau 900-volume am,‘.q
same s public property. It is understood
Henry may keep his.cuffs and any notes
thereon.

* Carolina.

the people or the Liquor interests?
Draw your own conclusions. They did very well in
mvmnu the * Ill"—mg ® moogy. Judes thought he
Pt & pro8 fob b baking Sharys. of (e money
hut it later cost him hu fite, Mnney has always been
a temptation, and it is belng used by the advocates
of liquor to decelve the voters but they are not go-
ing to be deceived thereby.

Most people who are nlli.n: about taxes—about
redicing taxes with liquor money, do not own any
property and do not pay any tax to speak of. What
they want to reduce xx the price of liquor and to
make it easier to get. That's their objectives. There

are who tell us that their liquor money Is go-
ing to South Carolina. What of it—they need it—we
don't. What's more the lquor situation in South

Carolina is not always going to bn Whll it 15 today,
‘This may be sooner than you s
. L. FOLEY

GAFFNEY, 8. C.

I HAVE been following the trend of the liquor ques-
tion through your paper. It seems that some of
Four;palficlans re ueing the skme propagands that
South Carclina just before repeal

by the sale of nqunr
hr!.hlr hum \.h- u'u'.h ceording
Carolina mm as during pmhlbl-
tion days, ln lddllldn to the liquor stores.

also has Hﬂlrﬂh of places selling “kll-l
liquor™ after store hou:

I Am nIm of the fu:l that you cannot legislate

morals. nware of the tact that you e\nnor.
Teduce, ur de away with an evil by making that evil

Drew Pearson’s ,

Merry-Go-Round .

VASHINGTON S mnmnwblr i i sl
& D to_curry favor en. hat fas read
e cum current tragle 'lln\‘.lgﬂ:f‘ the nation's -“mw_ﬁ;“‘; ‘“There was only ane such lislson oftie here during the fee it
v 0 is th
the Chilreads Ha taken the. hdvice of Washington e war wbg s chairman af the Jolnt Budge:

more accessible the people. This ll like pulun; l
plece of candy &n & table and telling your child no
touch it. You may say that I can drink or 1 bln

let it alone. This may be true with you where it will

not be true with a hunmﬂ thers
1s 1t right o legalize r and then arrest the
man for drinking 1t? If it is u-lnxt. the law for man
get drunk, should we sell him drink to get drusk

—~LOUIE WYNN.

CHARLOTTE
JF cvery individusl in Chaclotte bought and drank as
much whisky as 1 do exch year there would be no
‘eause for s liquor referendum. use bootlegging
would be too unprofitable. heretore. 1 foel T have
a sight o say that T am one hundred per cent in
favor of ABC stores. If a law could be devised to
prevent all drinking I would vote for it. The dry
forces are usually composed of the clergy, lay people
in the chirches and women and children whose
homes have been destroyed by the effects of whjxky
ese people areesimply Votng against' whis
heart and mind is Wit each of them in et lhey
d desire but their entire approach is always on
the negative side. bave done very little If any-
thing about_getting the fines ri rtant
amounts such as a $1.000 {ine or & year in ]lll for
being drunk, $10.000 fine and five years far trans-
porting whisky. 1 would heartily endorse 8 program
as this, But instead, & review of all cases of
pracie i) possession. in Mecklenburg County
will show suspended sentences, and fines from $3 to
$100 in the large percentages of cases.
T belleve that sny man who wants & drink or &
te a

ot
talk about It, lﬂl D‘yolll. not l|l|l ly as .
nd murders, and less of everything demd-

is & vote to let our worst cltizens continue to make
more money than our professional men and to turn
it to making more and more trouble for our citizens
who wish to live in a decent mlety.

—J. A. GARDNER.

P, 8. 1t you have available comparative mumer
rates for last year I wish you would print them.

don't have the slightest ldea what uuy are, but '~--
leve It would show Charlotte leading.

(NOTE: Federal Bureau of Investigation records
for 1948 show North Carolina’s murder rate the
Abid highest in the natlon, wWid 11 murders per 100,
000 populstion as compared witl for South
Carolina. The com n in umuwd assult (with
intent to kil s even more un{avorable; North Car-
oU l.ud.u the nation with ZSS.I per hundred thou=

with wet South s 57,

cnmotu-. per capita murder rate
mgme In the Tnlisd Stkias in 1946, Batiein Janne
jand June 30 of 1945 (las: avallable breakdown
by cll.lul Charlotte had 14 homicides. During the
wime perlod these wet. eities, all many times larger,

tsl
New York cuy with its I
high a murds

dry Charlotte's rate as
YOrk', theto Would bave been two murders here In-
stead of 14—Eds, THE

o
Lilienthal And Taft

I the Kew Yo!l Herald-Tribune,
Tt Mr. Taft persists in this line,
whl:h can never

safeguard Its own Interests throngh
A most

rather than as the resu! agree-
ment among of the
pasty.

Lillenthal dismissed
as me: other of the rumors
that col tly circulate in Wash-

t
'l](lll. it seems to have more than
an sceidental quality, In Hming-std
unfolds with what ap~
ted , the

PLANNED THAT WAY

Sen. Taft says this is not a party
matter, When, however, the open-
ing gun is fired by Sen. H. Blyles
Bridges of New Hampabire, a close
ally of Taft, with the next aftack
coming from Sen. Wallace White of
Maine, nominal jeader of the ma-
jority~in the Senate, followed by
the all-out salvo from Taft himself,
& baginn Sa look as itoigh ;- had
been planned that way.

Taft's statement went much fur-

confirmation, In his reference to &
“threat to national security” he
seemed to be trying to smear the
ominee so completely that Lilten-

thal's usefulness would be serlously
even if he Is confirmed.

More serious, however, was what

appeared to be an attack on.tne
basls of American atomic , policy,
which has been widely accepted by

‘beginn!

v's statement
has been generally sdverse. It Was
expressed as forcibly as posalble

Hurotd lelees

" ment on the Lillenthal

important nspect of that policy
volves about the negotiations for
International control of atomic en-
!rey H th! Samtg of the United
tantlal segment

uqmnr Rzpuhuc-n or Democratic,
demonstrates that It 1s moved by
such shaky logic, such curfous ine
farpr!lll!nnl of past events as are
contalned in Benator Taft's state-
lpml.nunmk
the whole great effort will>be leo-
pardized and the nation's credit and

Sen. Arthur Vanderberg of Michi-

gan. By his cou

his high sense

‘Vandenberg has gone far In_prés.

un and lunerlhln in recent years..
insisting, s5 he has repeatedly

lnauud. that he has no personal

ambitions, Vandenberg has made

- his position stronger.

He knows far more about the L§-
fenthal case than Taft can ever
know. Faithfully he has followed
the hearings, tedious and wastefully
time-consuming a3 they were. When
it comes to atomic policy In the in-
ternaticnal fleld, the Senator from
Michigan has & masterly knowledge
" ained through his work as a mem-

of th# U. 8, Delega to the

anwﬂ Nations. 1t Is In Vandenberg's
field: that Taft seems to want to
reverse Republican policy,
PUBLIC SCOLDED

In & speech at Yale University
last week, Taft excorlated Amerl-
cans beca Lhuy no longer were
doing Thelr own” thinking, 'md-y.
he sald, rlmu are taking the
opinlons from newspaper cnlllmnl-lx.
radio commentators and pressure

to bring lbvut Llllznthl]'t
nonﬂmlﬂﬂm 1f 50, I have seen no

evidence of {t. And when it comes ,
to

thinking, perhaps Sen, Taft
means only-that Americans do not
happen to agree with him on this
and other issues.

To Have And Have Not

. s WASHINGTON
HE problem of adequate food,
clothing and shelter 9. support
people, comfortably is & world-wide
problem. It may be expressed
either in terms. of over-wmu.mun
or of inadequacy of natural re-
sources. Even h!l’e in the Tnited
States we are on the threshold of
becoming & “have ml" nation afi-
er an al ce that has been the
envy of the world. To look ab it
another way, we are an the verge
of becoming an “over-populated”
use of the greed and
waste with which we have permit-
ted our natural resources to be ex-
ploited.
‘While our nation is on the com-
side of want, there are
our-pemlllkd (or

r-resourced,” whichever you
prefer) to the degree that mlll)nni
lack the very' necessites of
In somg nations, over-populal 1.:
e resiit of political policy. Dic-
uwn of our own generation urged
T un.lll.:s on

rising
cnnqmﬂnl nations.
ihe uhvlous fact, so repeatedly
history, that an Increas-
mgxy lu-ge population constitutes
reasing inroads on & natlon's

bo-aud “creluu nnu(ty" Imn
recnnlva ability. We must save
and husband and rebuild what we
have all but dest:

in comfort and security.
No nation. in the world st pres-
ent is making a complete and non-

stated, in

te Department to our diplomats sveml\:
cause of its cogent analysis of refugee problems.
part:

acres of arld but fertile sofl which
our abllity to irrigate could bring
to rich fertility. The same is trie
of Australia and broad Kvinsu un
the continents of Asla

‘We have the ability, hul. nol. m!

WANT AMIDST PLENTY
ial food producing

tarve.
whole, wa ary Bt least ten per cent
short ‘of ou: This is
the m:nure of our ll\lpldﬂy .nd
all.r Inhumanity. We fall to
aasels to Sitoat pm-
Bontly while dlaregarding our duty
to save and build up for future gen=
‘erations.
Underlying all political quﬂr.lm
poverishe ‘hungry

le 15 thelr stake in an improve-

put an end to war
fear and relegate want back to the
safe

NO TIME TO LOSE

his lifetime, I advised

President Roosevell to invite all of

the nations to representatives

orld- conference in

on_natural resourees.

Later, I renewed this stion to

President IYll!hln. It seems to me

that this task now becomes an obli-

gation of the anud Nations. n
it

rnational erence
the " earliest posstble date. Mean-
while, we ought 1o lose 1o time n
dertaking an inventory of our
o ces.

“World peace and securlty aré des
than

pendent upon something more

disarmement orpalitical statas
‘Most of all, they are dependent *
upon food and clothidg int helies

which, in imate dependent upoa
patural resources.

Railroads Ignored Advice On Boxcars

New York, ndmuhﬂmuhmualmnwlmeulhﬂ,
around

the world. ‘The speech’ was nenl

Jnvlh

Al
1t was never published at the time, but, tWo years “hetore .
the war, J. d Replogle, former ubllmn National ;:“IL?“I:;M V:gmf;;: g;?_l:?: e Licwe uﬂlm -n!hn-- . *The plight of these living dead, the .mnl. cuu:lm
Commitfeeman from Florida and expe: Baruct,  That 1t Just one coverhs of Stficers, plus umr mﬂ of World War I1, cries out for help to the consclence o
Board dur Mwu.nvammum:munlpm- lneexpe.nﬁwhnwlllnﬂﬂ‘ﬁ'nlhyf 33 PA world. mmmgﬂ:’ht‘m one million "w“:mmmd
diction of !.mnn of the persons are Poles, te
o e Bliiitod Toard o Natkieal Re- 06 8 DIRCTL of s IOttt ROk oriane ase 1o, the - WDOW THMS 0 be repsriated becues 2% thele opposition
for the impending war, Replogle wimoed tniied States, sssociated with universiies. who would bo 0, tH8 regime Dew governing thetr g
hat the country would meed 00.000 new frelght cars o giaq'to do the Job If they were glven visitors' visas,” thund- Tt is n eption that mose dis per-
handle wartime eqonomy. Hule!dt.hebaudun:mnt ered the New Yorker, sons are Jews. In fact, only about 35 per cen! the aggre-
mgunmlnmnnnldmmddmtwmunﬂr 'z gate number in Al T are Jews, while
e erernent kD 1o PSRt wa oty oo b areup o the GOP casouswhen 858 S A UL P P, o Gied
400,000 new , Walter Judd of Minnesota began shooting questions at d
“Phis brought loud and 1 ﬁumm about whether the economy program was DM o niw unr:n':. timated eight wmw‘g!wﬂ"m
fean way Assoclation. Their spokesman, the late J. J. or opl itiee. This is the Lo = month to m: Amege
Pelley, replied thpt the were in good shape tee which actually appropriates the exact dollars _W‘m ol
needed no new cars. Nothing was done. it: Critical steel  cents t burean after Congress fixes ‘Subject to approval by the United States has
had to be building freight cars during the the over-all budget forthe entire Government. bed 45 per cent of the operating budget of the Inter-
war. And today with equipment. getting older and older, . ‘“This in_ technicalities,” exploded  national Refuges tion under the United Nations.
there are. more wrecks haul vitally  majority leader Charles Halleck of Indiana. “The purpose of- momcmuin.detplh own ‘has
needed new freight cars are now being It memolmhwdeddcmm-emururmlm to subscribe 14 cent, Canada has joined, as have
&t the rate of 7,000 a month, old cars sh scrapped at  economy. Its that simple™ . Prance, Norway, Liber Hon-
the rate u!’l,nm-munu\ Thus it will take s long time to duras. ‘The Dominican Repablic Quatemals,
overcome the car shortage, Read Around The World s Sibscriptions 10 almest TS per cent of. the reqtired
one-minute speech is one of the oldes!
Aﬂﬂywu : T . It is a pet dovice by which Congresmmen get uwmm-ﬁmmum
or some other perspnal project off thelr chests, tional m:mmm

which is life for
Europe in 1M41.°

nai
m.n of light may be Introduced Into the blackness
N ”&Mmmﬂ

Tefugees in ,



