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Fuel Oil Crisis A Scandal

THE Charlotte fuel oll erisis, the ol

industry has been faced with a major -

chalienge which cannot be met on the
local level and which the industry as a
whole spparently lacks the will or ths
means to meet. No other interpretation can
be placed on the refusal of elght major
companies to bid on the 100,000 gailons for
City Gov-
ernment has requuud Only three of the
companies had responded when the time
for the blds passed yesterday and those
three declined to quote prices becatise of
the lack of stocks.

From the showing that has been made,
there is every reason to belleve that the
industry is hiding & condition that is much
more serious than the general public yet
Tealizes, and which will manifest itself
Iater in the year to the greater distress of
Charlotte and other communitles.

on
tation facilities, has u.nn no ataps s to
deal with the emergency.

This 15 a problem that concerns the na-
tiona! leadership of both business and Gov-
ernment. It demands extraordinary meas-
ures. American cltizens are suffering
while those In positions of responsibility
walt for someone else to take the lead. The
disgraceful condition that has been allow-
ed to develop in Charlotte calls for =

to

the causes of the breakdown and to rec-
ommend remedial measures before the
ahortage grows worse here and elsewhere.
The only substantlal rellef provided thus
far has come from the emergency distri-
butlon plan worked out between the City
and the local and

dealers, and that is -far from adequate.
At this point, drastie conservation ef-

Whers is the oll? Industry
atives have been clalming that there is no
actual shortage but only a breakdown In

owing to bot-
tleneck. Yet, after ﬂnn of urgent calis
around the country, Mayor Baxter has been
mmphnenumuanlymdnﬁluhol
fue! oll and kerosene.

The condition in Charlotte has been =

over the Industry for ratloning or alloca-
tlons but does have the power to draw

forts by fuel ofl offer
the only hope. They must not walt for &
uniform program to be worked out. Indi-
viduals can do a great deal to save fuel
without expert sdviee. An indoor tem-
perature of 83 degrees, which 13 healthler

the usual 75, if not as pleasant, will
make a big cut In the city’s fuel consump-
4lon. Proprietors and operators of apart-
ments and ,downtown buildings can find

Wiy to reduce their fuel bills if they will
'lmt devote time and pttention to the prob-
lem. They must do this to safeguard their
future supply as well as to help the mis-
erable families that are begging futllely for
oll.

‘Colossus Of The North’

ITTLE Panama obviously has blg Uncle
Bam over the barrel In the controversy
over military bases for defense of the vital
Panama Canal. The tiny Republic (650,000
population; 33,667 square miles) apparent-
1y is holding the United Btates in that em-
barrassing position in order to satlsfy
wounded Panamanian pride and sense of
self-importance more than anything else.

‘This incident 1s In many ways the most
bumiliating experience of 1047 for the
United Gtates. It is mortifying, for one
thing, because it calls the world's atten-
tion to the fact that we aren't loved and
trusted in our own hemisphere. The action
of the Panama National Assembly, which
unanimously refused to ratify an already

tween

most delicate problems which this country
‘has encountered in Its efforts this year to
strengthen itself s a world power in the
contest with Russia. Without the military
bases in Panams proper, we cannot ade-
quately protect the glant canal linking the
Pacific ‘and Atlantle which cuts through

the heart of the Republic.

Resentment against occupation by for-
elgn tioops rose high In Panama during the
war. Unless this opposition is overcome
and Panama reverses its actlon, the de-
fense system of the whole Western Heml-

in Nicaragus, or Colombia or the Isthumus
of Tehuantepec in Mexico. However, the
of those projects is uncer-

signed and
Panama for renewal of the lease on four-
teen military bases, reflects growing sentl-
ment in Latin American countries sgiinst
“the Colossus of the N¢

Communist influsnce nuy’ have figured
in that agitation but observers generally
agree that the demonstration has its roots
in long-standing native prejudice against
“Yankee imperialism” and “dollar diple-
macy” which has been revived by extension
of United States influence in Central and
Bouth America during and since the war.

The Panama embroglio also Is oné of the

Three Forecasts For

SWA'I'OI'I. ‘WAYNE MORSE'S forecast
for 1948 is that the Republican Party
will have a change of heart on price con-
trols which will manifest itself at the next
sesslon of Congress, opening in January.
He belleves that his Party will give the
Administration authority for compulsory
wage-price curbs and rationing, to be used
in the event that the Taft voluntary sys-
tem, voted at the special sesslon, falls to
ease the Inflation.

This astonishing ‘reversal In GOP sen-
timent will come, Mr. Morse belleves, as
one result of the Christmas season, when
the Senators and will talk

tain, and none of them could be carrled
out in time to meet the present emergency.
It is clear that the problem must be met
and solved I Panamsa.

The Washington Administration’s diplo-
matlc abllity has been puf to a severe test
and the United States has been served &
dramatic reminder of the interdependence
of natlons, big and little. The whole Incl-
dent directs fresH attention to the fact
that there will be no real security until
the nations depend more on reciprocal eco-
nomie, political and cultural relations and
less on military defense systems.

The New Year

class with the citizens on whom the ma-
fority of the GOP lawmakers depend for
edvice. Moreover, It seems unlikely that
there has been a marked shift in sentl-
ment on controls among all classes in the
brief period since the special session open-
ed Noy. 17. Beyond that, the Republican
Party ‘has staked its political future on
“no regimentation” of. business and it
would take a natlonal disaster like war to
make the GOP admit that compulsory
economic controls are in the natlonal In-
terest.

" Finally, the Republican determination
to ride out the boom without brakes was

with the citizens who have thelr minds on
the big bills for the Yuletide gifts. “I think
that when the Republican majority checks
over the holldays with the people back
home, 1t will find that those of us who
voted for stronger controls were right”
he sald.

For our part, we had inténded to maké
no prophecies for 1948 but we will go out
on the limb to declare that the reform
predicted by Benator Morse is the least
lkely event in the coming year.

Benator Morse 1s & famous liberal from
Oregon and it is apparent that the people
he consults back home sren't In the same

From The Christian Science Monitor

forced this week by the most depend-
able “forecast for 1048 that we have seen.
That came from an Administration source
when th# President's economic advisers
sald the next year should bring record-
breaking U. 8. production and perhaps an
ebb In the tide of rising prices. “Given a
falr crop year, there's a distinct possl-
bility that 1948 wil see an abatement of
Inflation,” the report sald.

It has been apparent all lln'ng that ths
GOP policymakers were depending more
on their-faith in Providence than their
economic knowledge in dealing With the
price spiral and now they have a algn that
the goddeas of harvests wants Taft in '48.

What Would Panchito Say?

he could talk, what would Pan¢hito

say about the way modern men run
their world?

Panchita is the name given “Tepexpan

Man," the 10,000- to 15,000-year-old re-

to have yoamed America In very anclent
times.
He gives the ethnologists their most

reglon.

‘Would he agree wil George
Btoddard, prnlidlnl nl thu Unlverslty of
Tiinols, that natural cannot con=

Bupposedly he could understand that there
1» plenty of space on this planet to take
:‘u of the world population, assure every-

one of enough to eat, enough to wear, even
provide some of the luxurles of life to all;
that since “wars begin In the minds of
men,” as the preamble of UNESCO de-
clares, “it is in the minds of men thlt the
defenses of peace must be wnatwc

Though he seldom ventured' far aﬂeld
15,000 years ago without a trusty stone ax
over his shoulder, Panchito wouldn't need
much Twentleth Century experience to see
that “modern” warfare is revoliing and
stupld, more barbaric and  unnecessary
than the conflicts of the Btons Age.

From his impartial vantage point what
would he say about our placing loyalty to
geographic divisions or political boundaries
sbove service to the higher purposes of
peace, to which all states subscribe as mem-
bers of the United Nations?

‘What. would Panchito say of today’s
Btone-Age diplomacy that acts as If it nev-
er heard of the atom? What would he say
of moderns who use their superior educa-
tion, background, and understanding of
mankind’s needs and deeper yearnings
only to h‘\mder toward self-destruction?

“This Is A Far. Far Better Thing You

Score Of 80th Congress

Do~*

Ten Steps In 168 Days

the first sesslon of the B0th Congress—the

ublicer 3
[ Reft ‘baimd ' record of substantial bipartisan
sgreement on forelgn palicy and sharp 7 pdmnl miifs
on labor, taxes, Government spending, s h prices.
the 168 dne, s ;prud over e'lv'!n mnnth-
that Congress was in sessl I.t took these actions of
more than ordinary Lmpo
1. Authorized ald ui Gr!ec! Tnd Turkey ln an
act Oongressional approval to the Truman
s Taareh, that the umud
Ipport. lmmm:nu threatened
unist aggression.
Ratified e treaties with Italy, Hungary,
u.lnm and Ram officlally cnding the state n!
war existing between the Unlied Btates and th
il

3. Ratified the Inter-American Tresty negotisted
at mn during Mmm. and September.

d & Constitutional amendment limiting
rms. By the end
ratified by
-l,.husm o i Lhe Uhirtyotix states Tecousary,

5. Outlawed portal-to-| pay

& Passed comprehensive rennlmry \-ber legls-
lation In the highly controversial Taft-Hartley
ubar-Mmu!m:n. Relations Act.

Ve nstruction controls, but extended
rem “cantrol, In mdified :om. with 2 13 per cent
vlrmunv- increase, until Fel

the armed romu lmn & single De-
D!rl.mmt of National Defense made up of semi-au-

{anomous Departments of the Army, Navy, and Alr

ﬂ. Authorized $350,000.000 unnmnnuu ln:m
f and $507,000,000
during Wlnler of lﬂﬂ-“

$540.
to Austria, China, Italy. and France.

Moved, on the iast day of tne session, tojeom.
bat high prices ny extending controls on expol
voluntary

ustry agreements on priorities and allocations, and
h:r numwmln\q Government regulation of the use of
grain in df

'I‘EHOUOSQUT most of the un!nn ‘both houses
worked In s shadow cast by roaching
1948 election in which there would 'b' at Iuh IW'-
only the Presidency, but the seats of all 433
ot House nhd of 33 6f the 38 members of the & scn-
ate. At the end of the yuoﬁmlWPﬂ Iatlons, llbor. thxes,
prices, and heusing stood he
Rith political dynamite. ~ Forelgn policy,
cupled Congress much of the time,
vokad sharp controversy. but never & partisan spire.

The new Republican majority in both Houses
worked to put into npernuon the new Legisiative Re-
organization Act, passed In the closing days of the
k) gresa nnu providing for streamlined com-
mittees, registration of lobbylsts, and & new b“ﬂ-i!'hl'!
procedure. However, two special committees—W

and Small vddea and

'l-.lcn ne-

subcommittees grew in numbes
The leghlaiive budget provision hORly struck

40 Years On The Throne

& tnag when the two houses were unable to sgree on
& celling for appropriations for fiscal 1948 The House
voled o cut the Presidents 196 budget figures af

4375 billlon by 38 billion: the Scnate voted & cut of
only 43 billlon. The difference was never resolved,
and the legislative budget, hich was sent to confer-
ence March &, remalned there at the end of the year,
by which time the budget process had started all over
again.
At the end, as usual, there was violent disagree-
ment between Republicans and Democrats over exactly
how much money Congress had sctuslly appropristed,
and no two sels a: tlgures, even from membera
the same party. Congressional Gu-mrlyl
score lh!e‘ for Lhe yur mund

assed Congress  Reduetlon

Bills puu-d

through.

July  $31519.044995 3351282318304 82.790.826,601
“Third Supple-

mental. passed

Dec. 19 1,118.165.000

914288500 203,878,300

Total ....$39.137.200.995 $36,042504 B04 $2,994.705191

FTER months of hearings and debate, culminating
in a spectacular 31-hour filibuster in the Senate,

Barnet Nover

Piecemeal Aid Likély

WASHINGTON
]F THE Mook of Congrem, us re-
vealed during the recent special
session, 1s any Indication of what
the cqnn-ﬂml state of mind will
be when the regular session con=
venes el:ly i uu new year, tha
Europesn will
have very neavy lkddlnl indeed.

To be sure, no responsible observer

Washington Is prepared to pre-
dict the oulght felecuon of that
program of helping western Europe
get back “on 1t Teet, Bk A ek
trems expreasion of economic and
political jslationlam sopears, at tnls
sage, to be most unlikely.

Even those members of the Houss
and Senate who, In thelr heart see
no need for the Marshall Plan or
who, Iike Senator Robert A. Taft of
Ohio, fear that it wil wreck Ameri-
can ‘economy probably will vote,
Yith very few exceptions, for some
kind of recovery plan.

Since Moscow has made the sabo-
tage of the ERP the No, 1 obiective
of Its present ) outr! Te-
jection of the Marshall Plan
espousing such
6, o into  the

same Stalin, Molotov,
znnmmma ito Mareantonio.
are prepared to take that kind

o1 & poiltizas rsx I e slection yenr:
Yet, It some kind of u European
Recovery o be
passed by Congress there is, at the
ant oo

No one, vhc like the -mur. sat
throug! ‘Houss debats on in-
terim ald ﬂ the I'DHIH sea-
slon can have any illusions on that

score.
OPPOSE MAJOR HELP

again In the course of

that debate the point was o

that, while |t was advisable for the

edinte

starving peoples of

pe, large-scale Ameri-

can appropristions for & long range

Tecovery program were not wise, but
ot :unf.nry would prove waste-

Samuel Grafton

The pa! of oppasition.
the ERP ummmmmv will en-

nism throug!
side aid and that, anyway, It does
not matter to us what happens
there.

This new version of oldline isola~
tionist thinking does not have many

Indicated opp ewmunn to the

Plan as ft stands because it in=-

volves too neavy s burden on tha

American taxpayer and too great &

atratn on this country's ecomomy,
No good polnt la served by deny.

ing tha will o

‘What Is Life?’

NEW YORK
HAVE resding & Tather
Iﬂnﬂmlu little book, Erwin,

the atoms play,
no! A

determine tha structurs of the sdult
“"What the professcr doss (with
poetical eeling, of

molecules, remain stable
for 16 at even tempera-
:um (for ncmmea, actually, st the
about 08 de

hlvl the trans-

Congreas passed the Taft-Hartiey Lal

Relatlons Act over the Premem.'u veto and thereby'

s¢t what organized labor regards e number one
Te of 154 Tepublican |eaders accepted abors
challenge and Indicated that they will stand on the
Act a3 passed, with no more than minor amendments
n promect during the 1948 sesslon. But the issue

confused so far s party politics was concerned,
because most Fouse Defmbcrats And almost half the

ate Democrats deserted the President and voted
for the bill

Twice In 1847 Congraia tted (o reduse taxes and
twice the President made & veto stick. The

$32 billion efrective July 1,
House by two votes The veto of the second bill,
which had  Mentical provisiona except  that the
effective date was Jan. 1. 1048, was overtidden In
the House but sustained in the Senate by five votes.
Both bills provided sliding scale reductions ranging
rom 30 per cent on the lowest bracket to 105 per
cent. on the higheat

Democrats criticlzed the bills as providing the
Bulk of Teliel to the upper brackets and argued thal
{f taxes were to be reduced at all they should be cut
through Increasing personal exemptions, but Demo-
cratic moves (o accomplisl ls were defeated by
party-line votes in each H Strong _sentiment
also developed during the year for extending the
community  property principle, allowing husbands
and wives to split thelr (ncomes for tax purposes. to
all 48 states

Congreas adjourned without acting on_housing.
‘The Republican anti-infiation bill, jeered at by Dema-
erats as Inadequate. was ndmittediy only a first step
in the {ight on prices. Other steps, each promising to
be more controversial than the last, will eame in the
second sesston as election-time nears—Congressional
Quarterly.

Breca) amd thus we
mission of simllar characteristics
through generations. Or, under
heat. or the impingement of X-rays,
or for other reasons. they can
change suddenly; the atoms are re-

& mutation,

1l
it & direct it on the chromo-
somic target within ten
A change the
moleculs and, later, the next-born
fiy.

Ten atomic distances amount to
something lke a billlonth of
meter. The professor’s fine calcula
tions make watch-making seem one
of the grosser pursuits of mankind,
something you ought to be able to
do with your feet. But the real
ahock comes when you lay seide
a book ltke this, and pick up your
newspaper and read about some
Benator biatting that the Marshall
Plan will starve Americs, or about
some character who feels that the
way to save the country is to shoot

is our
cieoes today. 42 haw” woerily
public discussions! *

v

‘There seents to be absolutely ne
carryover from the fine work.in our

sa7s we Gught nok Lo give anything
Burope

to Europe, because has
never us . He, toa,
12 pa: thumbing our. prob=
lem. which s all right: tt 18 nob

against the law to maul an
but the point s that this
thing ls considered a quits
able performance in public

P

day.
an_explanation
for all this; it may be that the con=
t tion of our
ern world go deeper than we
3 ref Ives, not

. tever reason,
tn refreshment in such books As
Schrodingers. T have not tried to
restats his argument: I probably
can't; only to give the mm of &
<al prec! man's ited
search:for understanding. To those
whu have to follow public debats

ur time, It is heady stuff.

King Gustaf Of Sweden Sets Record In Democracy

(NOTE—Cepy for Drew Pearson's Merry-Go-Rou:
was not received in me for publication ioday snd thia
feature about Sweden's King s being used In ite stead—
Editors, The News.)

By GUSTAV BVENSSON
MPLETING bis fortieth, year aa & xing and Sexiog, bis
C 20th birthday, King Gustaf V of Sweden Is still spry and
active, nd subjects have come to think of their
*grand old man of the castle™ a8 the record breaking king.
Although he started to use & cane last year and had to
drop his tel at the insistence af his doctors, he
still hunts twice & Week in the woods outside his :lplul " He
presides every Priday over his Cabinet and sare
meeting of the Foreign Affairs Committee of { Pariiament.
Celebrating the 40th aaniversary of his relgn on Dec. 8.
Jooked. back on 8 larger span of modern history than any
other ruler, He has reigned longer than any other King of
Edward VII of England,

died in 1930, was a cousin of Wilhelm II o

REPRIMAND FOR JEW BAITING

Kﬂ'ﬁ GUSTAF also met Hitler, who left red-faced after

l&ld-nmlﬂﬂ luncheon at the Swedish Berlin
in 1933. Actually, the King met Hitler each
time on his way to the French Riviers for a Winter season
of as Q. That was before u deadly

to Sweden as well as to the rest of . In
llll) King to Hi t Sweden

th all her power every
inum of her neutrality, -p-c-uy mrr attempt to mill-
tarily nmn hu borders.”

Z‘Ilmnlu itianal monarch necessal

In Pebruary, 1014, 8
liberal Cablnet vlm & defenss reduction p m. Reared
in an age when opinions of kings carried decisive weight In
forelgn policy, Gustp! always has taken an active role

nd in forelgn affalrs. Beveral Cabinet members hwa lenlmd
st

that he brought his views to bear during the b
BAVED LIVES IN HUNGARY
N m« he sent & personal appeal to Amiral Horthy, then
nt of Hungary. asking him to halt persecution of the
e arrangea for Hungarian dews to receive the pro-
ncunn of the Swedish State, thus saving many thousands o
Live:

“King Gustat ehertshed particularly another of his records:
that Sweden, onee » warrier nallon. has had no wars during
his relgn, He has secn great chimges thke plice
In his ifetime the populatioh has alimost dnubltd
by natural growth. He has seen Sweden transformed from
a predominantly agricultural country to an Industrial na-
tlon, and democracy break down all barriers.

Himself a man of conservative idess, most of his Cablnets
have been Soclallst In the last 27 years. Even In this he set &

s a3 the first monarch o have—tn 1920—sn all-
Boclaliet Cabinet without a reveluti
By coincidence his first So('llll-n Drlmler. HJllmlr !nnl-

the party platiom to

: establ) public. Swedis

clalits In recent years repestedly have said tha ai King Gustat
ny has

rms: N socuua'r ORGAN
Swedes simply love him." the Soclalist Party organ
1sld on one oeeatlon. They rely on his his wisdom and
experience In politieal things. ey kngw how well and
smoothly he co-operates with the representatives of the
people In the Government. They like 'Mr. G. for hix
Ip, for his love of open air life and for his

simple manners.”

Although the King no longer plays tennis, hls favorits
tport, e i3 atill seen y portant sports events,
4 ‘he sill insists on hunting at ey
Rl crams. his Say with sixteen hours of ncnvuy ety -meke-
twenty to thirty cigarettas & day and s still an opera fan.
Thia Winter he plans to go to the French Riviera again, as
he did most of the years before the war .

e T Satitty s sxtrsordinary.” it » bigh-ranking meame
& Bwedish court. starts his day st 8
ok unnnl. on hunting days v when h| nu up at six, and he
mever goss to bed before midnight. There are no ‘desd hours"
in this long day. He s continyously e
EMBROIDERY AB A PASTIME
Hxs Iate brother, Eugen, an outstanding p-mm-. and his
Wilhelm, & poet and writer, King Gustat expressss
his own artistic leanings In artful embroidery which he takes
pleasure In presenting to Swedish churches.
“Rlght now” the court member sald, “tné King 18
roldering an altar drape
ristmas.”

standing too long, the
easant hunting lasst year, and this yeat
post. On his lss

i
i
1

E
‘1
B

jote lllustrating his democratic ways is
Coming s flustered rulre on d

24
&

Ed1

One
in Sweden. upon
ml royal castle who had dl.u-nvend his presence too

the
eaxy, (b fust me”

-



