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Mrs. Virginia O'Hanlon Douglas 

Virginia O'Hanlon's 
Faith in Santa Claus 
Unshaken for 50 Years 

NEW YORK—(JP)—Just fifty years ago a small girl, panged with 
doubt, sat down and wrote a letter to a newspaper that asked an 
immortal question—and received an immortal answer. 

The girl was 8-year-old Virginia 
O'Hanlon. Her troubled question: 
"Please tell me the truth, is there 
a Santa Claus." 

T o d a y little 
Virginia is a 58-
year-old school 
principal w h o 
never since has 
questioned the 
reality of Santa 
Claus. 

The newspa
perman who an-
s w e r e d h e r 
back in 1897 
with an unsign- H a ' Boyi« 
ed editorial published in the New 
York Sun was Francis P . Church, 
and his reply has become a part 
of American Christmas folklore: 

"Yes, Virginia, there' is a Santa 
Claus. He exists as certainly as 
love generosity and devotion ex
ist, and you know that they 
abound and give to your life its 
highest beauty and joy." 

Church went on to point out 
that there is nothing else real 
and abiding but the beauty of the 
unseen world whose passwords are 
faith, fancy, poetry and romance, 
and concluded: 

"No Santa Claus! Thank God, 
he lives forever. A thousand years 
from now, Virginia, nay ten times 
ten thousand years from now, 
he will continue to make glad the 
heart of childhood." 

Now A Widow 
Church died a number of years 

ago, and the little Virginia whose 
faith in Santa Claus he kept is 
now Mrs. Edward Douglas, a wid
ow and principal of a public school 
in Manhattan's Lower East Side. 

Curiously, the girl who asked 
the famous question and the man 
who gave the famous answer nev
er met or saw each other. 

"A friend of my family, how
ever, was a neighbor to Mr. 
Church and complained that he 
kept dogs that barked too much," 
she laughed. "That was all I 
knew of him." 

A trim, pleasant-faced woman 
with gray hair and blue eyes, 
Mrs. Douglas recalled that at first 
she was mildly displeased by the 
original publication of her letter 
because schoolmates teased her 

"But the editorial that Mr. 
Church wrote means even more 
to me-now than then. As each 
year passes I see more in it." 

Close To Childhood 
Mrs. Douglas has a daughter 

and six grandchildren, and her 
lifetime teaching career has kept 
her close to the world of child
hood. Her school is In a p^or 
neighborhood which is predomin
antly Jewish. Until the Board of 
Education banned trees as fire 
hazards one Jewish parent who 
worked In a market arranged each 
year to provide a Christmas tree 
for every room in the school. 

"I doubt if he observed Christ
mas in his own home," said Mrs. 
Douglas. "But he always saw that 
the school had plenty of trees." 

"Children today are more soph
isticated than when I was young," 
she said. "They begin to have 
doubts about Santa Claus at an 
earlier age. One reason is they 
are more mechanically minded, 
and they just can't figure how 
Santa can do what Jie's supposed 
to with nothing but reindeer pul
ling him." 

And Mrs. Edward Douglas says 
she still believes in him just as 
much today as little Virginia 
O'Hanlon did half a century ago. 

Three Killed, 
Two Wounded 
In Gang War 

'Mad Dog Killers' 
Go on Rampage 
In South Chicago 

CHICAGO — (JP) — Three gun
men, described by police as "mad 
dog killers," went on a shooting 
rampage last night and early to
day, shot and killed three men 
and wounded two others before 
one of the gunmen was slain by 
police and a second was seized. 

Bodies of two of the victims of 
the gang's shooting spree were 
found in Western suburbs at 7 
a. m. today, about 10 hours after 
the trio had slain one man in a 
South Side garage and abducted 
four men. 

UMW Pulls 
Out of AFL 
Once More 

John L Left 
Free to Vote 
Own Way in '48 

WASHINGTON — (JP)— John L. 
Lewis has divorced his 600,000 
miners for the AFL again in a 
move viewed by some labor men 
today as a sign that he intends 
to play independent in the 1948 
presidential election. 

The second split between the 
United Mine Workers and the 
American Federation of Labor 
came 11 years affer Lewis first 
marched them out of the parent 
body and less than two years af
ter he marched them in again. 
It was no surprise. 

The 67-year-old Lewis had had 
his hat in his hand ever since the 
last AFL convention, when the ex
ecutive council refused to go along 
with him in an all-out fight 
against the non-Communist pro
vision of the Taft-Hartley Act. 

The formal break came last 
night with a typical Lewis gesture 
of contempt and a typical five 
syllable word which fell like an 
epithet—"Disaffiliate." 

"Green AFL—We disaffiliate. 
Lewis. 12/12/47." 

These words, scrawled in green 
crayon on a torn-off half sheet of 
cheap paper, were all the notice 
Lewis sent President William 
Green of the AFL. 

Wants Free Vote 
While other union officials de

clined to be quoted offhand, sev 
eral said a desire by Lewis for 
political independence next year 
probably hastened the end. 

In view of his strained relations 
with other AFL leaders they said 
it was likely that he did not want 
to be committed to whatever 
political role mav be played by 
the new AFL "Labor's Educa
tional and Political League." 

K. C. Adams, editor of the 
UMW journal, told reporters 
there had been "no deal" with 
any labor organization to^ combine 

Two others who had been taken 
on the "gang ride" had, been shot 
and wounded and also dumped 
into a highway in suburban Brook-
field. 

The four had been kidnaped at 
the South Side garage ,of Nick 
Kuesis, 40, after the gunmen had 
fatally shot Nick's brother, John, 
33, owner of a used furniture 
store. 

Kuesis' slayer was identified by 
police as Tom Daley, 42, an ex-
convict, who was slain by a squad 
of detectives early today as he 
attempted to flee from a West 
Side apartment. His slaying fol
lowing the seizure of one of his 
companions. 

Daley's companion, Capt. An
drew Barry said, told him that 
after shooting John Kuesis and 
abducting four men in the garage 
they drove to Brookfield where 
they shot John Kuesis' brother, 
Nick, and Frank Baker, 17, and 
pushed their bodies from the car. 

Nick, not seriously wounded, 
telephoned police. 

Later, Barry said the gunman 
told him, they shot and killed 
Emil Schmikal, 18, and a youth 
identified as James Alex and 
dumped their bodies into a ditch. 

Police Lt. John McNamara said 
that the shootings started after 
three gunmen appeared at the 
Kuesis garage last night and 
argued with John Kuesis over an 
automobile repair bill. 

Home Superintendent Diet 
WALLINGFORD, Conn.—<*»— 

George H. Haines, 64, superin
tendent of the Masonic Home here 
for the past 12 years, died today 
after a brief illness. He formerly 
was state purchasing agent for 
Rhode Island. 

Survivors include a son, Lt. Col. 
George H. Haines jr., of P i t t s 
burgh. N. Y, 

forces for the election campaign 
Lewis has exhibited his political 

independence before. He broke 
with the CIO in 1940 when the 
CIO plumped for President Roose
velt against his wishes. 

The miners, after 46 vears with 
the AFL, had joined the CIO in 
1936 during the great split be
tween proponents of craft and 
industrial tvpe unions which 
Lewis himself brought about. 

Quit Council 
The miners came back to the 

AFL in January, 1946, and L^wis 
was promptry elected to the 15-
member council. 

He quit the council at the Oc
tober convention in San Francisco 
when the members voted to 
change the constitution so that 
they would not be "officers" of 
the AFL within the meaning of 
the Taft-Hartley Act. 

Thus they got around the re
quirement that all officers of a 
union must sign the non-Com 
munist pledge if its affiliates are 
to have any standing with the 
National Labor Relations Board 

Although strongly anti-Com
munist himself. Lewis was furious 
at this knuckling under to a law 
he wanted to fight all the way. 
- The announcement of the new 

miner walkout from the federa
tion came from K. C. Adams, 
editor of the UMW journal, at 
the end of a week-long meeting 
of the UMW's 30-man executive 
board. 

Laborers1 

Strike in 
Italy Ends 

Both Sides Claim 
Victory; Police 
Power Surprises 

ROME —UP)— A 48-hour Com
munist-led general strike in Rome 
—the latest skirmish in the Left's 
unceasing war against Italy's mid
dle-of-the-road cabinet—ended to
day after a steely show of govern
ment might. Both sides claimed 
victory. 

Jeep loads of riot police circu
lated throughout Rome this morn
ing, as the Eternal City quickly 
got back to normal, keeping an eye 
peeled for possible post-strike 
trouble, but, they said, finding 
none. 

T h e Communist - dominated 
Chamber of Labor of Rome Prov
ince, which ordered the work 
stoppage Wednesday night and 
called it off last night, effective at 
midnight, used only one word in 
its daily news bulletin this morn
ing: "Victory." 

II Popolo, the organ of Premier 
Alcide De Gasperi's Christian 
Democrat Party declared just as 
flatly in a secretly set and printed 
issue timed to appear as the strike 
ended: "Strike Fails." 

Many observers here said they 
believed growing resentment of 
Rome's citizens against the strike, 
which crippled all but railroads 
and essential services, may have 
influenced the chambers decision. 

Giuseppe Di Vittorio, Commu
nist, secretary-general of the Na
tional Labor Confederation, said 
the work stoppage served a use
ful purpose in obtaining immediate 
public works appropriations to re
lieve widespread unemployment 
and in focusing national attention 
on the plight of an estimated 
1,300,000 jobless. 

Even before the official end of 
the strike, thousands of workers 
defied the leaders and went back 
to their jobs under the protection 
of 67,000 police, the strongest 
such force ever assembled in 
Rome. 

Deadlock Follows 
Molotov's Attack 
On Western Powers 

By JOHN M. HIGHTOWER 
LONDON—(JP)—The Foreign Ministers' session scheduled for 

today was postponed until Monday on British initiative, in order to 
allow tempers to cool after last night's violent argument. 

The postponement was an-

Senate Mulls 
Full Probe of 
Speculation 

Pauley Testimony 
Leaves Committee 
Ready for Check 

Labor leaders were frank to ad
mit that the efficiency of Interior 
Minister Mario Scelba's security 
precautions surprised them. 

There was no immediate indica
tion as to what the next move of 
the Left might be in its so-called 
winter campaign against De Gas
peri's government. 

Di Vittorio told the 120 union 
leaders last night they must in
struct their men not to attack 
police. 

Income Tax 
Cut Prepared 

was an
nounced by the conference secre
tariat. 

Authoriatative sources said the 
American delegation agreed the 
conference was "hopelessly dead
locked" on the subject of repara
tions and that without agreement 
on reparations, discussion of eco
nomic and other subjects was use
less. 

Secretary Marshall is expected 
to decide over the week-end 
whether to try and break off the 
conference immediately or go 
through the function of finishing 
the agenda before doing it. Par t 
of the decision will depend on the 
attitude of Foreign Minister Molo-
tov of Russia at the opening of 
the Monday meeting. Molotov was 
understood to be willing that the 
sessions continue. A Soviet spokes
man said the future of the parley 
would depend on Marshall. 

Hope Killed 
Marshall was scheduled to meet 

Molotov and his deputy, Andrei 
Y. Vishinsky, at luncheon today at 
Ambassador Lewis W. Douglas' 
residence. 

Some of Marshall's advisers said 
privately they believed Molotov's 
attack yesterday, when he de
nounced the whole range of the 
Western Power's policy in Ger
many, had killed all hope even 
for superficial Big Four agree
ments on Germany and that little 
if anything could be accomplished 
by going on here. 

The speech in which, as ^some 
Western diplomats sard, Molotov 
"threw the book" at Marshall, 
Bevin and Bidault came as a sur
prise, because delegations of the 
Western Powers went into yester
day's meeting expecting a con
tinuation of Molotov's mild, con
ciliatory tactics of last week. • 

Molotov charged the Western 
Powers were profiting on German 
exports, were buying up German 
firms, were piling up economic 
obligations on Germany and trying 
to "perpetuate the division of Ger
many." 

All this, Molotov declared, was 
part of a strategic scheme to con
vert the Western zones into a basis 
for an attack on the "Democratic" 
—that is the Communist—coun
tries of Europe. 

When Molotov finished and his 
statement was translated, harsh 
words began to fly from the other 
three corners of the table—words 
that in the older diplomacy would 
h$ve been fighting talk when ex
changed between foreign ministers. 

WASHINGTON—^)—The Sen
ate appropriations committee to
day promised an early discussion 
on whether to touch off a full 
scale investigation of commodity 
market speculation by government 
officials. 

The group has decided in any 
case that it wishes to hear fur
ther from Edwin W. Pauley, spe
cial assistant to the Secretary of 
the Army, who already has dis
closed himself as a speculator in 
the million dollar class. The date 
of the next appearance by Pauley, 
a former Democratic national 
treasurer, has yet to be fixed. 

Chairman Bridges (R-NH) said 
the decision whether to expand 
the inquiry will be made after the 
committee examines reports from 
the heads of five government de
partments on whether any of their 
personnel are using inside know
ledge to profit in the grain mar
kets.' 

Checks Underway 
Bridges told a reporter this 

probably will be done early next 
week, since the committee has 
been advised that checks are un
der way in the State, Treasury 
and Agriculture Departments. The 
committee has asked for similar 

JOHNNY ARRIVES — 
J o h n n y Fagan, 7, who 
doesn't remember his par-
e nts or his nationality and 
who has Jived with U. S. 
troops since the Battle of 
t he Bulge three years ago, 
shows the money he has 
saved as he reached New 
York by boat from Bremer-
haven, Germany. 

Crushed Under Truck 
OLD CHATHAM — </P)— Rose 

Marie Hansen, 21 months old, 
crawled under her uncle's truck 
yesterday and was crushed to 
death beneath its wheels, police 
reported. 

Pedestrian Killed 
GENESEO — (JP)— Fremont W. 

Mosher, 68, of the Livingston 
town of Portage, died yesterday 
of injuries received Thursday 
night when a truck struck him as 
he walked in a road 

Margaret Reveals Papa 
Doesn't Play Her Tunes 

KANSAS CITY—(JP)—President Truman and his singing daughter, 
Margaret, go their separate ways musically, the Kansas City Junior 
Press was informed today. 

The reason, Miss Truman told 
a flock of high school interviewers, 
is that her piano playing father 
Isn't hep to her repertoire. 

"We don't do duets, and I'll tell 
you why," Miss Truman said. "My 
father doesn't play the songs I 
sing." 

"I've never had so much fun 
anywhere," Miss Truman told her 
questioners. 

They wanted to know among 
other things if Miss Truman jit
terbugs?. If she thinks a girl 
should pursue a career or a pros
pective husband? If she gets mad 
at the music critics, and if she 
doesn't get tired of having a Sec
ret Service man "follow you 
around ?" 

Miss Truman, who will sing in 
concert here Monday and Tues-

iday, said; 

"I certainly think a girl should 
pursue a career if she wants it 
enough," she told a bobby soxer. 
"About marriage, I wouldn't know. 
I'm not qualified to say, you see." 

She doesn't get angry with the 
music critics, some of whom have 
been not too flattering about Miss 
Truman's voice. 

"As a matter of fact, I've learn
ed a lot from the critics." 

About the Secret Service men: 
"I don't mind a bit. They're 

very good friends, There's one 
back there right now. 

Then came a "Do they tag 
along when you have a date?" 

While the Secret Service man's 
face turned crimson, Margaret 
laughed heartily. 

"My goodness, no. If my date 
can't protect me it's just too 
bad." 

WASHINGTON — (JP) — Chair
man Knutson (R-Minn) of the 
House ways and means commit
tee said today he will introduce 
on the last day of the special ses
sion a bill to cut income taxes by 
perhaps 85,000,000,000 a year. 

This will place the measure in 
position for early action when Con
gress meets again in January. 

For the first time since the tug 
of war with the Democrats over 
tax reduction began this year, Re
publicans may call for increased 
personal exemptions as well as 
percentage slashes in various 
brackets. . 

This tentative agreement was 
reached during a closed meeting 
of Republican members of the 
committee late yesterday. 

The proposed cuts were repoted 
to be as follows: 

1. Increase personal exemptions 
from the present $500 to $600. 
Estimated cost to treasury, $1,900,-
000,000. 

2. General application of the 
community tax principle under 
which husbands and wives in some 
states are permitted to divide their 
incomes for tax purposes. Cost in 
revenue, $600,000,000. 

8. Percentage cuts—30 per cent 
on taxable incomes up to $1,000; 
20 per cent on taxable incomes in 
the $l,000-$4.000 bracket; 10 per 
cent on taxable incomes over 
$4,000. Revenue loss, $2,400,000, 
000. 

Ball Would Curb 
Aid Fund Uses 

PHILADELPHIA— (JP) —Sen
ator Ball (R-Minn.) suggested to
day that the time may come for 
"a little interfering" in the in
ternal affairs of the European na
tions which are asking for long-
range help under the Marshall 
Plan. 

"They don't have to take our 
money if they don't want it," Ball 
told the Foreign Policy Associa
tion. 

He said in a prepared address 
that the Marshall Plan would 
raise the European standard of 
living "in most* cases above pre
war levels." 

"I have no quarrel whatever 
with the fundamental premise of 
the Marshall Plaa," Ball said. 

Mine Blast Toll 
Reaches Eight 

WTLKES-BARRE, Pa., — (JP) — 
The number of dead in the Frank
lin Colliery disaster has been 
raised to eight with the death of 
the last of three critically burned 
minors. 

Edmund Orjeski, 42, of Moun
tain Top, Pa., succumbed to his 
burns at Wilkes - Barre General 
Hospital last night. Two other 
miners previously died of burns. 

Five men were killed outright 
as two gas explosions ripped 
through a section of the Lehigh 
Valley Coal Company mine near 
here Thursday. 

204 Killed 
In Palestine 
City Riots 

Mobs Storm 
Damascus Gate 
Of Old Section 

JERUSALEM — (JP) — A bomb 
exploded near the Damascus gate 
of Jerusalem's old city today, kill 
ing six Arabs and injuring others, 

Police opened up with machine 
gun fire oyer the heads of milling 

information from the Departments [ Arab crowds, 
of Commerce and National De
fense. 

Pauley told the committee yes
terday that there was "no im
propriety" in his trading in com
modities. 

He said he has disposed of nine-
tenths of his holdings since he be
came Royall's aide last Sept. 3 
and that he is $100,000 "worse 
off" as a result. He told, the sen
ators his holdings when he came 
to the Department of the Army 
were something under $1,000,000. 

To Probe Other Deals 
In addition to the reports from 

the government departments, 
Bridges continued, his committee 
wants to look into: 

L "The sources of information 
impared to others by those 'in 
the know,' which we haven't in
quired about." 

2. A list of large grain traders 
which the committee has heard is 
in the hands of Secretary of Agri
culture Anderson and the Com
modity Exchange Authority. 

Senator Ferguson (R-Mich.) 
said J. M. Mehl, administrator of 
the Authority, told him the law 
forbids forwarding the list to 
Congress. , 

Ferguson insisted the compila
tion of traders buying more than 
200,000 bushels of grain on one 
market was made specifically for 
the information of Congress. 

Mother Fatally Injured 
HERKIMER — (JP)— Mrs. Ruth 

K. Decj, 29, mother of two chil
dren, was injured fatally yester
day in a two-car collision near 
here. 

Eyewitnesses said the bomb was 
thrown from a Jewish taxi. 

The bomb casualties advanced 
the death toll in Palestine to 204 
as Arab-Jewish communal rioting 
went into its 14th day. 

Associated Press photographer 
James Pringle who was at the 
scene of the explosion said that 
angry Arab mobs had gathered in 
the area and "seem to be rallying 
for a march" into the modern sec
tion of Jesusalem." 

'Even the police are scared," 
Pringle said. 

'The dead and injured are lying 
in the street and the police are 
struggling with the mob leaders," 
Pringle said. 

It was reported the license num
ber of the machine from which 
the bomb was thrown was taken 
down. 

Jews Take Offensive 
""Almost simultaneously with the 
explosion a fire broke out in a 
Jewish typewriter firm and living 
quarters in midtown Jaffa road, 
leading to a report that the bomb 
had exploded in the center of the 
heavily fortified post office and 
police headquarters zone. 

The report was denied officially 
and a spokesman said the "down
town incident was only an ordinary 
fire." 

The Jewish underground took 
the offensive yesterday against 
Arabs from Haifa to Hebron and 
the underground Irgun Zvai Leumi 
threatened new attacks against 
the British if they "continue to 

TURN TO l\\«3E 9 L'NHER HEAE 
HOLY LAND 

20 KILLED tS CRASH OF ARMY C-47—This was the largest piece remaining from 
the crash of a C-47 Army transport near municipal airport at Memphis, Tenn. The 
wrecked plane burned after the crash, and 20 persons lost their lives. (AP Wirephoto), 

Price Cut 
Proposals 
Readied 

Loophole Seen 
If Voluntary 
Methods Fail 

WASHINGTON —(JP)— The 
House banking committee said 
today it has not slammed the 
door on President Truman's anti-
inflation program but contended 
some of his proposals might lead 
to "distortions'' and "diversion." 

The committee said the presi
dent himself feared a year ago 
that selective price controls might 
lead to these things. 

The group filed with the House 
a formal report, approving GOP 
substitute for Mr. Truman's plan, 
centering around permission for 
business to make agreements to 
cut prices without violating the 
ant i-trust laws. 

The Republican measure is 
slated for House consideration 
Monday. 

As the report was filed, Repub
lican Senators prepared to review 
a cost of living statement submit
ted by Senator Taft. (R-Ohio). 
Senators who saw the preliminary 
draft said that it too left a loop
hole through which the GOP 
could fall back on some form of 
compulsory action if its proposed 
voluntary methods fail to halt ris
ing prices. 

Aims to Conform 
Taft's statement proposes to 

set out GOP aims. 
The banking committee said it 

"has endeavored to comply with 
that part of the president's pro
gram which it believes can safely 
be put into effect immediately." 

'The committee expects," it 
said, "to continue to study the 
whole program and to explore its 
potential consequences in the 
next regular session of the Con
gress." 

The committee said no adminis
tration witnesses have been able 
to tell how the stand-by controls 
asked by Mr. Truman would oper-

Tfa-te^untii—voluntary pfforts_Jiad 
been tried, so it "became clear" 
that no action is necessary on 
them at the special session. 

The statement of Republican 
aims was said to list, point by 
point, the measures the Republican 
leadership intends to lay before 
the regular session of Congress 
starting in January, as well as the 
proposals on which action will be 
sought before the special sessions 
shuts up shop next week-end. 

Four Points Same 
Taft already has said that three 

of the four points covered in the 
Wolcott Bill, approved by the 
House banking committee, are in
cluded in the over-all policy state
ment. 

He listed these as an extension 
of President Truman's authority 
over exports, expansion of trans
portation controls ^and a proposal 
under which industry and agricul
ture could reach voluntary agree
ments for parcelling out scarce 
goods and possibly for reducing 
prices. 

This would require partial sus
pension of the anti-trust act, which 
Mr. Truman said at a news con
ference Thursday he would op
pose. •'# 

However, the White House later 
advised that Mr. Truman would 
agree to relaxation of the anti
trust act in cases approved by the 
attorney general in advance. 

Tax Cut Jnclnded 

House majority leader Halleck 
of Indiana said that shows "Pres
ident Truman himself does not 
know how the anti-inflation pro
gram that he submitted to the 
Congress would be carried out." 
Halleck added that the country 
thus was confronted by the spec
tacle of the president having to 
"eat crow." 

Other points the Republicans 
are expected to stress include a 
call for sharp reductions in gov
ernment spending, a cut in indi
vidual income taxes, extension cf 
rent controls and restoration of 
the curbs on installment buying 
which expired Nov. 1. 

W h i l e Republican senators 
busied themselves with the policy 
statement, their House colleagues 
maneuvered to get the Wolcott Bill 
before the House next week under 
a parliamentary situation which 
would prevent the Democrats from 
offering amendments. It will take 
a two-thirds vote of the House to 
set up such a ruling: 

Even if this strategy succeeds 
in speeding House passage, th* 
road through the Senate remain* 
rocky. Taft has indicated that th« 
leadership wants the Senate bank* 
ing committee to approve the mea
sure without hearings, but Ch*Ut« 
man Tobey (R-NH) of that group 
seems likely to balk. 

Even committee approval would 
carry no guarantees against tx« 
tended Senate debate which might 
make passage impossible to t t e 
special ittttftrii 
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