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VANN SEEKS TO AVOID WITNESS STAND

Joe Blythe Slated To Get Top Senate Post Tonight

Charlottean
In Line For

Pro Tempore
Presidency

Pearsall Is Due
For Speakership

RALEIGH — Senater Joe
Blythe of Mecklenburg Coun-
ty will be nominated tonight
as president pro tem of the
State Senate and Rep. Thomas
J. Pearsall of Rocky Mount
as Speaker of the House.

This was being frecly predicted
around Ralelgh today by those in
& position to know.

The nominations will be made at
.caucuses of Democratic members

of the General Assembly tonight
at 8:00. Botl 3 Feporn-
derantly Democratic. tonights

nominations amount to election,
Thus far no opposition has ap-
peared to Senator Blythe and Rep
Pearsall.
The unofficial sessions to-
night_constitute a prelude 10
the official and formal opening
he 1947 General Assembly
at noon iomorrow.

The legislative body. although
boasting & surp]us of nearly e

000000, 15 scheduled io
with demands (ar huge vaﬂld\-
tures for many State sgencies and
allled programs, and these demands
will make & large dent in the reve-
nues.

Certain to be nominated as pres-
ident pro-tem of the Senale Ls Sen.
Joe Bblhe of Charlotte; certain for
Speaker the.: House is
Thomas .v. Paaraall e
Mount.

of Rocky

Is some doubt as to who

Lumpkin of Franklin
Johnson of  Duplin.
usually falls o e dean
ouse. Hovever. elther reasonably
mla contest for the
mpkin, a_member i N~
of the Bemens Assembly since 1929,
has served longer than any of his
tollaigila, Bub Johisen  ight
deny him the privilege.
Hnee e Duplin Senator first en-
tered the Legislature in 1911
HARRIS IN HOUSE

It is certain that Rep. Reg
Harris of Roxboro will preside over
the House caucus.

Nominations, also without dis=
pute, are scheduled to be made to-
night for the principal clerk In each
Hotse of the Leglslature. S. Ray
Everly of Santord $ regarded a5 &
certain_candidate for the Semate
post, which he has held since 1937,
Mrs. Annie Cooper of Raleigh, clerk
in the 1945 session, is assured of the
lower House position

The Governor will deliver his bi-

See BLYTHE on page 8-A

Hotel Inspection
Bill Prepared

WASHINGTON —iP)—Legislation
“1s give Federal Government

VIRTUALLY CERTAIN —
Senater Joe Blythe of Char-
lotte, veteran Mecklenburg leg-
islator, is ®irtuaily certain of
reward tonight for his long and
distinguished service by election
1o the highest office within the
State Senate’s gift — president
pro tempere. Nominations, equi-
valent to election, are to
made al tonight's caucus.

Severe Cold
Hits Europe

LONDON A — The worst
eold wave of Winter still gripped
Europe today, snarling transporta-
tion and trimffing industrial out-
put:

Many canals [roze
where the mercury slipped to
above zero,
there since 1979, Neopolitans aaw
M. Vesuvius in & rare white gart

eezing  rain
the ancient hul!dlnu of Rome.

Forecasters predicted,
that a_thaw soon would ease the
suifering of millions who were
poorly clothed and housed.

The British Isles were 'digging
out of the heaviest snow of the
season. A mass of mild air from
ihe soulnwest was warming - the

in Venice,
12

!ﬂnsrnw reported  “dark  and
snowy” Weather with the :rmpzw
ture at

BITTER COLD

Berlin's millions, many huddled
in the war ruins, endured another
night-of misery when the mercury
dropped to five above zero. Schools
were closed because a  fuel
shortage. Many hmﬁlu remained
abed to keep

ttaly had lmmen deaths from
cold yesterdny and eleven more to-
day. Six perished in. Genoa during
the night and five at Torriglia.
Snow was general in the peninsula
and nor

Asllgu and Taiv mu m Lbe Dalo-
mite Alps, r 8 de-
Grees Do sero Fanrennelt  tam
peratures, respectively, )‘zstzrdly.

French and nals were
icelocked, ‘blocking movements of
critically needed fuel,

control over hotel fire
and regulations Is being prepared
by Rep. Camp, Democrat, Georgia.
Camp told reporters today he has
asked experts to draft such a bill
to cover all hotels catering to per-
sons in “interstate commerce." He
predicted this would cover practically
every hotel in the nountry
pro-
irect omgmmh of
the Winecoff Hotel fire in Atlanta
which killed 121 persons In

SORRY, MR. CANYON
ISN'T IN...HE SAID TO TELL
AL, OF OUR READERS THAT
HE'LL BE IN THE PAPER

. BY THE WORLD FAMOUS ARTIST
AND WRITER MILTON CANIFF

Begins Mnn‘ny in
.The Charlotte- News

Soviets Would

Reopen Station

SHANGHAT — (# — Soviet repre-
sentatives today asked permission
to reopen Russlan radio station
XRVN, closed by Shanghai police
yesterday under a ministry of com-
order b-nnmu lurrlgn
and semi-foreign owned st

Medical Care Preview

Compulsory

By MARVIN L. ARROWSMIT!
WASHINGTON — () — Senate Republicans
made it clear today (hey will oppose the medi-
cal care program purged by President Truman
if it calls for compulsory health insurance.

But the Chief 'Executive won some GOP
support for his recommendation that a De-
partment of Welfare be established ta handle
Social Security and relsted matters.

r medical care, Senator Aiken, Repub-
lican, Vermont, told & reporter that if Mr.
man still {s thinking in terms of a mandatory
health insurance program, "It doesn't have &
ghost of a chance.” Senator Ball; Republican.
Minnesota, echioed “this sentiment, adding that
sutn a plan “is completely tolalitarian.”

. Truman indicated, but did not specify In
nis State of che Urien message yesterday. that
he was talking about compulsory insurance when
he said: “I urge the Congress to complete the
work begun last year and to enact the mést
important recommendation of ine (health) pro-
gram—to provide uate medical care to all
Mo need If, not as a charlly but on the basis

£

GOP Leaders Will Oppose

Health Plan-

i some medific
® for Federal aid to states
for voluntary health in-

introduce. w
Ball-Taft bill orovi
and local governmen

these lines, Senator Morse, Republican.
. smid he believes “we can Work out &
health protection which will
tne American people from fear of bankrupt-
Ing doctor bills without at the same time social-
zing H\F n\!‘mcl\l profession.”

Truman addressed Con-
gress \r\lrrdn ¥ Senator Talt of Ohio, chairman
of the Senate Republican Steering Committer.
had declared “we are strenuously opposed to the
Waguer-Murra) -Dingel h

Bill which attempls fo
impose A complele system of compulsory sick-
ness insurance on Ml people In the United
States

Tatt said the GOP will enc
tary plan “to be available
to take 1"

In urging establishment of
grated” Department of Weltare, Mr
this, would “help greatly
program ‘in the fields of

age a volun-
to those who wish
a “weil mte-
Truman said
10 further our national
health, education and

the coldest weather

filigreed

however,

in a year,

“The entire philosophy of eol-
lective bargalning ls being
Jeopardized,” Gwynne declared in |-
n statement to the House,

“The amounts claimed in actions
already begun run into billiens of
dollars, In view of the number of
emplosees now subject to certain
Pederal statutes, the final amount
may reach fantastic proportions
and do serious damage to our en-
tire economic structure.”

Senate bills were Introduced by
Senators Wiley, Republican, Wis=
consin, and Capehart, Republican,
Indiana, as amendments 1o the
Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938

1. Outlaw sults for mmpnnu-
tion for any time spe
plovess “in other than umauum
work."”

2. Limit the lability of em-
ployers who In “good faith” have
made errors in payment for time
actually worked (o the actusl
amount of money involved

3. Permit employees lo com-

with _employers for less
than the triple payment. provided by
the Labor Siandards Act.

Capel woul

1 Derr “work” as services
specifically paid for efther by
plant custom or by express agree-
ment between worker and em-
ployer.
2. Define
spent

k week™

= as the
actually

time performing
work

3. Limit employer's liability for
unpaid wages to double the amount
Involved.

4. Forbid suits for wages re-
troactive . more than a ear

5. Permit a compromise of sums
Involved as in Wiley's bill

Heroines At Work

CHICAGO —(#— Under direction
of twu young stewardesses, 37 |
séngers and the crew of four of a
Northwest Alrlines DC-4 passenger
plane which caught fire as it landed
at the Municipal Alrport last night,
filad safely nuI of the burning line.

The bound from Minn-
eapolts, lost '.hr left landing gear as
its wheels touched the snow-cavered
field. The left 8T8 e
ground and the left inboard engine
1nﬂ the left wing burst into flames.
The. plane skidded several hundred

esses,
©of Minneapolis, threw open the
ma: . door and two emergency exits
ard directed ‘the passengers and
crew (o leave the flaming. craft.
Pilot Jack Galt and co-pilot James
C. Kits, both of Minneapolis,

the last to leave. There was no
panic.

The plane, which reportedly was

Passengers Escape
- From Burning Plane

valued at $400,000, was d
82 was the puasegers’. bag
several sacks of

An girport amml sald the Blane's
tanks contained 500 gallons of
c'ne which added to the |nundw
of the fire, An investigation was
siarted by representatives of the
Civil Aeronautics Administration.

3 North Carolinians

In Escape From Plane
CHICAGO —— Three North
Carolinians were among the 4l
who escaped unharmed
vesterday when a Northwest Alr-
lne. DC-4 plane bound from Minn-
polis Lo Chicago burst into flames
* landing at the Municipal Air-

oyed,
and

n.
They were ldemmu{ as J.
Cnu:her
Burl

Drtve- both of . Ash
% Neal (813 North lidl!l

With twe m
Towa, introduced a House

of ents made by the beneficlaries of the wella:
e dese; Teotliing hRt. e Ipunsorse: m bl
Pruum-hb the President was referring lo the in the last Congress to create such a depari-
insuramce provislons of the Wagner-Murray- ment. sald lans 1o re-introduce 1t Atken
Dingell bill, which was shelved by the last x| ‘welfare activities have
Congress. BTOWN fa A point of Importatice” where a sepe
In its place. the Republicans plan to re- arete department 1< justitied
Congressmen Move Fast

Bills To Block Flood Of
Portal Pay Suits Offered

WASHINGTON— (AP) —Legislation designed to curb the current flood of portal pay
suits reached both chambers of Congress today.
Senate, Rep. Gwynne, Republican

Isnms to one year. Under Gwynn

asures already pending in the
measure limiting back pay

s proposal, employees could collect no more than one
vear's back pay on any suit now filed, and in the future would have to file such suits with-,

Pays For Camera Crime

By TONI
GRAND GORGE.
alive,” Alphonse Rocco swore
following the
mer wife in New York City,
Rocco met death last night und
an evergreen tree and a full moon
in Patchin Hollow, as he crouched
tn a glecping bag taken from one
of the two Catskill Mountain farm
homes where he gained shelter for
nearly 48 hours by brandishing two
pistols
He fired four shets from
German Walther automatic as State
Police and New York City deteciives
waded through knee-deep snow
surround him. Then Trooper James
H, Smith, after shooting at closes
range, called:
~Come on out,

¥ou skunk!”
come oul.
A bullet from one of the guns
fired by Smith, Cpl, Francis 1il-
frank and New ¥ De-
tective Henry had
struck home. One had smashed
his nose and the blood ran like
revenge over the crusted snow.
State Police Inspector Charles La
Forge led the uphill artack over
the mile from the homie of Mr. and
Mrs. Harry L. Lewis, where Rocco
last had been seen.

The Lewis’, whose two-vear-old
son, Richard, slept through most
of the fracas, admitted the lean

dark nmme in the company of
whose nearby

Broome Crn!rr ¢ Rocco had
paced for 29 hours previously.

Rocea, leaving tn the Naish ga-
rage the automobile he had stolen
from a Bronx man, forced Naish ta
drive him to Grand Gorge shortly
before 10 P. M. Saturday. Naish
aid he hm gnlmd the impression
Rocco_pla op & bus. The
hunted wmu be killer changed his
plan, however, and ordered Naish
to drive him to the Lewis home,
eight miles southwest of here.
KNEW FAMILIES

Rocro Lad met both families In
previous hunting trips to this Cat-
skill Mountain area, where. in pro-
hibition deys. “Legs Diamond and
other motorious gangsters lurked.

voiced no definite threats,  but
thirled his pistols menacingly
He never mentioned the trick

shcoting in a crowded Times Square

i [according to Lewis, but he repeated|

over and over
“Lw
get me

N. Y.—(AP)—“Th,

his snowy hilltop hideout near here,
f ¥ ):

The terrified couples sald Rocco | o

subway of hls beaut{ul former wite. |}

framed” and “They'll never
live."

The gun that Inflicted the wound

Police Guns End
‘Flight Of-Rocco

ADAMS
Il never get me
shot to death in
I(-‘r a futile flight

hefore he,

s con-
WTAPPINgS.

cealed Christmas
Blonde Pearl Lusk, 19, told police
that Rocco, under the pretence

be was an Insurance investigator,
nad instructed her use the “camera”
photograph hidden jewelry he
aid Mrs Rocco was wearing
The guns that killed Rocco were
not kidden but they were many. La
“orge, alded by Troop C Inspector
C.rl Lawson, used 50 Troop C apd
Troop G men for the trap. The in-
spector would not disclose who had
informed him of Rocco’s where-
outs, but observers believed Naish
tid given the tp when he finally
lef" the fugitive at the Lewls (arm.

Mrs Lewis, a pretty, YOung woman,
calnt’after the capture,
and

¢ Rocco”a ham sandwich
when he flod
a sleeping Dag & war ve
eiven Tewis,

Coroner Duncan L. Best of Middle-
burgh made a préliminary examine
ation of the body under the moon-
light, then ordered it remdved to
Cobleskill for an autopsy today.

McCgirmack
Appointed
Party Whip
Will Assist

Speaker Rayburn

WASHINGTON — (AP) —
Rep. John W. McCormack of
assachusetts was named as-
ant Democratic leader of
the House-today as Congress
finished up organizational de-
tails preliminary to 1947's
legisative job.

McCormack will be known s the
Democratie whip. The appointment
was announced by Minority Leader
Sam Rayburn of Texas.

. The Senate waf in recess
House met. One new bill it got:
By Rep. Sikes, Democral.

The

Florida, T lower the age when
may ber

The Federal Governmeni mow
may pay $25 If 2 staie pays
520, Where the state pays be-
). the Federal

atches the state pay-

In informal talks, the legislators
threshed over lhe program recom-
mended by President Truman ‘in
his annual message. There were
differences of viewpolnt but many
Republicans seemed to think Mr.
Truman’s ideas were close enough
to theirs to assure him a-good many
of the things he asked.

They made it clear, however,
that on detalls of such matters as
new labor laws, housing kxmnum
and budget ing
press thelr owns
not they conform' with those held

e ite House.

at th 2L ke

“The President’s subjects are fine
but we may not Iike his methods.”
Chairman Republican,
Michigan, of the E Judiclary
Committee commented.
ECONOMIC REPORT

Mr. Truman will send Congress
an economlic report tomorrow give
ll\i more of his views and on Pri-

i g
raise its money and how it should
spend it.

Government  should

Advance reports are that he will
fecommend spending abous 37,000
000 the twelve months be-
ginning July 1'and will oppase cuts
in taxes

This clashes with plans by
publican’ leaders to whittl le spe
ing to about  $30,000,000
(el Hioome. Easen 8y 25 Lor e
on the first 8300000 of teame. by
10 per cent on income above that
flgure,

Partition Of
Palestine Seen

By ARTHUR GAVSHON
LONDON— (1 —Foreign Secre-
tary Ernest Bevin and Colonial
Sccretary Arthur  Creech  Jones
were reported by a Government
source today to have “decided in
principle” that partition of Pal
tine into Arab and Jewish stat
was Britain's only hope of scttling
the Holy Land problem

While the Colonial and Foreign
Oftices studied what this inform-
ant called “several wariations on
the
Government recefved an  appeal
from Hagana, most modcrate of
Jewish underground organ
n Palestine, to shun any “large-
scale retallatory operations in the
Holy Land”

The British Cabinet expected to

Re-
nd-
d

consider Palestine proposals Thurs-
day.

tidn in Chin
for | Stuaticn in C!

-aetlared

partition theme.” the British .

GEN. MARSHALL
Raps Chinese Leadership

Marshall In

Statement

SHINGTON—#—Gen
C. Marshall today denounced
‘dominant reactionary”
China’s Nationalist
protested the *provocative”
of Chinese Communists and said
liberal leadership is needed 1o end
civil strie there,

Breaking & long silence on the
President Tru-
man's personal envoy to N

that  resctionari a
Chiang Kal - Shek’s Government
"have evidently counted upon sube
stan American sy regard-
less of their actions,

His statement, released by the

State Department a day after the
White House announced Marshal
is returning home to repori, left

wide open the questions of whether

will go back to China and

Geo
the

;{whether China wil be xiven the

ioan
ing from the Exi
Marshal

said that

China's
newly adopled constitution will
provide an opportupity to form

a democratic government, but
he noted that it remalns to be
seen whether the Government
will afford a “genuine welcome"
to all groupe 1o share in the
administration.

His ire was directed at both t
Government and the Communis
but was particularly b n dt
cussing the propagapda of the L
ter group. He sakd that the °
in the woel Commu
wnuawd t e

measures to gain
instance, the com-
munications in order to wreck the

economy of China and produce a

situation that would facilitate the

overthrow or collapse of the Gove
nmen

TUTELAGE AT ENIr

(At the same time, he aseried
rthat “the period of political
Xau: of Chiang Kai

rnment under the

the (‘fnt'alu\.maa party—is
end, and a

the minority

Brides Of Despair’

LONDON — i — Prominently
headlinea stories of GI “brides of
despalr”—British girls “abandoned™
by their American ex- r hus-
bands in New York—appeared in
most London newspapers today
with purported detalls of neglect
by U. S officials and mistreatment
by the American people,

The stories stemmed from
interview given by Mrs. Millle Vin-
ot when she arrived from the
U. 5. last night with a tale of “di=
vorce by proxy” {rom Charles Wood-
row Vincent of Bigningham, Ala.

Mss, Vincent, wifB-has a twelve-
jear-old son by a previous mar-
told the British Press As-
soclation that when reached
New York last August she was in-
formed by an immigration officlal:

‘ou are a divorced woman. You
have no right to travel here under

&

riage

false pretenses at the expense of the

5. Government.”

LIVED IN HOTEL
Until & few weeks ago, Mrs. Vin-
cent said, she and two dozen other
British women, unable to find their
husbands, lved in a botel with
Government allowances of $2 & day
for food and another 32 for sleep-

ing_nccommodation
“The money was only sufficient
to buy breakfast,* said Mrx. Vin-
“The hotel cost me $80 a

week.
“English  women were shabs
bily treated in New York. Ameri-

can women sneered at us and shop
assistants (clerks) kept us walting,”
she added.

A New York dispatch to The
Daily Mall sald “hundreds of British
war ‘Drides are stranded

ane
in squalor in New York, awaiting

London Papers Claim British
Girls Mistreated In New York

passage back to Greal Britain™
-Without the help of the Ameri-
an Red hich pays for their
Rocel accommodation . ; and gives
them & little money each week, they
vould be penniless

said.
The ‘Mail quoted “lovely Kath-
leen Wood,” mother of two chil-
dren, as saying she

was mot glven,
married three years ago.
as saying.

our bables have beep
restaurants.

d ltving | the;

been left 10 OUr OWN TesOUICes
ke delight
arfiewt!

the dispatch

hadn't seen
her ex-GI husband, whose name
since they were

“But the worst thing of
all is the treatment we girls and
getting In

“They seem to know we have
and

in making things

Smith And

Ferguson

Go On Trial

For Lottery

Chiefl Witness
Claims Immunity

By TOM WATKINS
Charlotie News S

start Writer
Trial of R. 8. (Dick) Smith
and George Ferguson, charg-
ed with being the directors
of Charlotte’s lucrative lot-
tery enterprise, started tod:
in  Mecklenburg  Superior
Court wtih Carl Vann, the
State's evasive witness, pro-
claiming  constitutional im-
munity from being forced to
give testimony against the
defendants on the grounds of
self-incrimination.

This development just belore
court adjourned for the noon res

cess was another complication in
he hearing already shrouded in
legal technicalities

morning was col

in
the selection of a jury and when
‘Solicitor Basil Whitener began call=
Ing out witnesses for the State,
Vann included. P. W. Glidwell,
Reidsville attorney who, along with
Basil Boyd of Charlotte, represents
Vann, arose to protest his client’s
taking the ocath,

The legal tiff between the prose-
cutton and defense then began and
Judge Zeb V. Nettles had not ruled
on the point when recess was calied.

Attorney Glidwell, who repre=
tented Vann mz months 8go i

& o

State's I‘Iﬁn‘ Jottery.
operators that _sent a number to
m penitentiar}, read the follow-
ing_statement, signed by Vann, to

" Court.

“The undersigned, Carl Vann,
summoned as a witness for the
State to testify in this case, re=
spectfully requests C
not o require him to be sworn
as & witness o festify as 2
witness for the State in this
case for the reason that m
Carl Vann Is now under in-
dictment In the City Court of
the City of Charlolte upon ihe
same charge contained
in the instant case: and that
if he is required to testify In
this case it will be mecessary
for him In his testimony lo
make stalements that wouM
tend to Incriminate him and
furnish evidence for the State
1o be used In the trial of his
case In Municlpal Court. The
witness, theref upon
Ris constitutional rltlll and e
spectfully deecl
for the reasons

set forth.”
Solicitor Whitener was quick to
take exception to Vann's Mum
and maintained he should
quired to give testimony.
CASE NOL PROSSED
It was also pointed out by the

uml- nuu

Solicitor that the lou.ery indict=
ment that was pending against
vann in City Polics Court was this

morming nol prossed by City So-

ligitor Mercer Biankenship.

v Glidwell, on the other
that the nol

Ferguson his client
compelied to incriminate himself,

d therefore stood to be indicted
and tried lat

The Solicitor pointed ouk to_the
court that when Vann
against Smith and Ferguson
lower court he did so vclunnmr
and not under compulsion,
Promptly both attorneys Gildwell
and Boyd made it clear that they
thought Solicitor Blankenship had
pulled a “doublecross” by having
Vann indicated after he had testi=

fied against Smith and Ferguson
in Clty eourt
“Solicitor Bl.l.lil!hlhly. they
outed.  soricinally promised

te immunity if he

l'nnld Ind(y in City court and

after he had done so Vann re«
tmas present

ceived a Christ

astormey  repeatedly fne
the t that Vann

See LOTTERY CASE on page §-4

WEATHER




