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ALL STREETERS, we are informed by
“ the Assoclated Press, are unable to
why the stock market has suddenly

into a slump at a time when all the
¥ indices are climbing steadily.
®Brokers advanced at least half a dozen
easonz why the market was tobagganing.”
the AP. “The difficulty, however, was
¢ different experts advanced different

m:z and there was little or no un-
ty of opinion.”

=

:‘ ‘Well, belng completely unquslified a5 an
Bxpert on the stock market. we have no
hesitation in dragging forward a theory of
gur own with the understanding that we
also do not expect any unanimity of
mgreement. We have an idea the market,
@ barometer as sensitive to good news as
- bad, Is reacting to figures which demon-
Btrate that the good old days of shortages
are about over and competition is about to
set in again.

That is to say that good news for the
eonsumer is bad news for the producer,
and all the figures these days point to &
rapldly mounting stockpile of goods. Frank
Gervasi of Colliers has discovered that the
United States at the moment is produc-
$ng more goods than in any year of peace,
and 15 providing even more jobs than in
the war years. As of July 30. the natlon's
production rate, measured in pre-war, un-

Market

inflated dollars, hit $158,960,000,000 88 com=
pared .with $120,200.000,000 for 1941 and
about 88.5 billion in the lush year of 1928,
There are now 57.6 milllon persons em-
ployed In the United States as compared,
with 50.5 million at the peak of war pro-
ductlon in 1945,

We advence no theory as to what's
happening to the stuff, but it is apparent
that all sorts of goods are being made in
profusion. Desplte strikes and the deltber-
ate diversion of anti-OPA propaganda the
manufacturers have been busy for many
months now, even if thelr selling agents
haven't. The pressure must be terrific some-
where along the choked-up channels of
distribution.

The Wall Streeters, we would guess, are
preparing for a flood of goods that will
break loose one of these days and knock
the non-competitive props from under pre-
vailing high prices. This is likely to be a
distressing process, of course, particularly
in the stock market where speculation with
inflated doilars has driven stocks out of
sight. The time to unlpad seems to be at
hand.

There s no palnless cure for inflation,
of course, but it 15 encouraging somehow
to realize that we are getting closer to the
deflationary chiil that enda the fever.

The GI-Democrats Need A Press Agent

GROUP of Ralelgh newspapermen,
whether they intended to or not, have
dealt the new GI-Democratic organization
& heavy blow. They did so in the legitimate
pursuit of their duties, reporting after a
meeting of the GI-Democratic executive
eommittee that (1) the announced open
meeting turned into an executive session
at_midstream, (2) that all present mem-
- bers of the executive committee are ex-
officers except one, a sergeant who served
only two years and that in this country.
(3) that no present GI-Democratic official
wae decorated for valor. In passing, an
obviously disgruntled United Pressman
added that some of the reporters barred
from the meeting had seen far more active
and arduous duty than any of those who
presumed to speak for the veterans of
North Carolina.

We were favorably {mpressed by the GI-
from the

we
have defended them against the ~ha ges
“goclalism” brought against them
the old guard. We still see no indication
that the GIs have been gullty of anything
‘worse than bad judgment, but they have
been so prolific in furnishing examples cf
poor public relations that we now see no
___glowing future for them unless they change
thelr ways,

‘The charge of secrecy, which hes dog-
,-Eed them ever since their organizational
meaung in Pinehurst, can be deadly enough
in its own right. It s slways necessary
for politigians to conduct certatn of their
affairs on the Q.T, but it is equally neces-
sary that secret sessions be really secret.
Formal, called meetings, to which the pub-
lic has been invited, cannot be successfully
converted Into executive sesslons without
arousing the suspiclon that deep, dark
©  plotting is under way. The GI-Democrats
© ecame away from Raleigh branded as

schemers.

In the matter of rank and combat serv-
fce 1t may be logically argued that any

man who served hls country honorably
in any capacity s fully entitled to speak
for his fellow veterans. But, as the GI-
Democrats are rapidly finding out, logic
and politics are not necessarily compatible.
The public-has-learned-to think, incorrectly
of course, of all veterans as battle-scarred
heroes and the discovery that an ex-GI
spent the war practicing law in the judge
advocate general's department in Wash-
ington is a terrible disillustonment. W. T.
Bost, The Greensboro Daily News’ Raleigh
man, has summed up the reaction:

‘There seems to be 8 very invariable pat-
tern for all this bravery of the GI Demo-
cratic leaders, There are exceptions, of
course, but even the G.AR. (Grand Army of
the Republic) strength lay among the furi-
ous fighters “who were invisible in war and
invincible in pesace.

Which is the beginning of another prophe-
cy that if and when the GI Democrats really

-get- going - there- is- 6lmost- certain -to. be_a
schism in the organization made by the
1ighting fellows who did the dirty work. if
there is difficuity in following the reason-
ing. if any and there Isn't, here s the guess:
The GI Democrats are toc generally made
up of fighters who did not fight. There is
no blame to be given them. If they had
been ass.gned to battle they would have
gone. But fellows who dld go in there and
slug 1t out are not in the current agitation.
The GI Democrats have been deluged *

with gratuitous advice ever since they
crept home from Raleigh, and our volce, we
suppose will be as unwelcome as the otherd,

Nevertheless we think they need to be

reminded that they have arrived at s
perilous point in their de\'e.lopmﬂnt They

hnve lost ground steadily

ganizational meeting. and they haven't got
much left to Jose. In all seriousness, we

a highly-skilled public relations counsel,
preferably an ex-PFC who wears the Dis-
tinguished Service Cross, the Combat In-
fantryman’s badge, eight battlestars #nd
an Invasion arrowhead, and the Purple
Heart with three clusters. Such a man
would serve as a constant reminder that
politics Is nine-tenths showmanship.

The Votes That Were Never Cast

ROBABLY no portlon of the North
Carolina Constitution has provided the
basis for more litigation than Article VII,
Bectlon 7, which reads: “No county, city,
town or other municipal corporation shall
contract any debt, pledge its faith or loan
s credit. nor shall any tax be levied or
collected by any officers of the same ex:
cept for the necessary expenses thereof,
unless by a vote of the majority of quali-
tied. voters therein.” There are two jokers,
..the term “qualified voters” and the word ~
“necessary.” After 70 years of argument it
has been established that the “majority
_of qualified voters therein” means a ma-
Jority of those who register for any given
- bond election, not a majority of those who
actually vote. But-the lawyers are still
trying to decide what constitutes a ‘'neces-
sary” expenditure,

In Charlotte not long ago a clear ma-
Jority of those who voted in a special
bond election favored a tax levy for the
support of the local public library, but
they were not numerous enough to con-
stitute 2 majority of those who registered.
In decordance with the special act of the
mﬁslature under which the electmn was

and its inter y New
York hond attorneys, the library tax was
declared defeated.

But last week in Union County the situa-
tlon was duplicated In every detail, except
“for the exact number of votes cast, and
the Unfon County library tax was declared
passed. How? Well, Union County held its

Charlotte attorneys have written selah

matter cannot properly be reopened.
are, nevertheless, most interested in
 Ynlon: Oounty election, which will prob
y furnish ‘the basis of & teat case to.

‘the lucal library election, declaring that -

determine if Sectlon 160-65 viclates the
Constitution. If the Supreme Court upholds
the Union tax, thereby declaring libraries
“necessary” within the meaning of the
Constitution. the way will be open to hold
another election here with the virtual cer-
tainty of winning additional support for
the hard-pressed library.

Although we recognize the futility of
railing against it, we have never held any
brlef for Article VII, Secction 7 of the
Constitution. It strikes us a unjustifiable
drag on progressive communities, taking
Important municipal decisions out of the
hands of the people by giving weight to
votes that aren’t even cast.

We hope Unlon succeeds In sustaining
its action if the case does go before the
Supreme Court. It will be a considerable
victory for the forces of progress in North
Carolina, giving new heart to municipal
officials who have had their most am-
bitious plans upset by a body of citizens too
indifferent to go down to the polling places
and cast a ballot,

The French want enough German terri-
tory to eliminate the Reich forever as a
war threat. That's what they said in ’19,
and they were right. Tiresome, aren't they?

A new voting machine, in use in the
East and described as foolproof, is prob-
ably unconstitutional, as they have a right
to the suffrage, like anybody else.

A.thing we miss, but not very much, is
that occasional pre-war article on how to
bring up a family of five on $18 a week,
It everyone likes rolled oats.

Now it's a Texas store burglar who
spends an hour ringing up large sums on
an empty cash register—no crime, perhaps, .
though morally it contributes to inflation.

People’s Platform

Quick; Like A Rabbit

CHARLOTTE
Editors, THE NEws:
UST wanted to thank you for all the good things
o you have been saying about me in your paper
lately, but yesterday when vou labeled me “Impetuous”,
to wonder whether or not you thought T gave
certain projects sufficlent consideration.
The wheels of our Municipal Government move
50 siowly that It Js sometimes iitating to lag so far
behind other citics when reel progress Is needed right
here in Charlotte.
am @ great believer in what Mr. Keiser once

said: “When you prove s thing is r!ckh and there is
need for i m e the dare to go ahead.
Frank] hed rather be like the fellow in ‘hs

following Humorous verse than o many of us
tike to sit by, tbe fireside and watch (he crowds go ax

Beware the deadly sitiing habit,
or. 1f you ike a rabbit
Wha keepeth ever on the jumn
By springs concealed beneath his rump.

u sit, be

A Jttle ginger 'neath the tail
Will for a lack of brains avail;
Eschew the full and slothful seat
And move about with willing feet.

Man was not made to sit in trance

And press and press and press his pants,
But rather with an open mind

To cireulate emong his kind.

lends. beware the snare

n the cushioned chaly,
n like hell. it has been found,
Both feet must be upon the ground.

The above expresses my

who has assumed responsibili
H. H. BAXTER, Mavaor,

(Note: The literal meaning of “impetuous.” in

which,we take immedinte refuge. is “full af impetus.”

Prom thls cusbloned chair, that's our view of our

Mayor.—Eds, THE News

ambitions ta anybody

CHARLOTTE

Good Relations
Editors, Tuze Nrws:
WOULD very much appreclate your publishing this
Jetter in your paper, ns the news story appearing
In THe News Tuesday evening was not entlrely cor=
rect, and has caused z good deal of embarassment.

There has never been any “row” between the
Memorinl Haospltrl and the Good Samaritan Hospital,
At the meeting of the County Commissioners Tuesday
I did not say that In my opinion the Memarial Hos-
pital was hogging funds appropriated for the mater
nity clinic. The entire matter came about through
the dissatisfaction at Memnrial Hospital over the
present handling of the maternity clinic and the
wish of that institution to have the present arrange-
ment changed. I pointed out that under the present
arrangement the Good Samaritan Hospital was not
getting- & fair share-of-the funds appropriated for the
cilnle, and urged that some new arrangement be
made wherecby both Memorial Hospital and the Good
Samaritan Hospital could be satisfied with the hand-
ling of the clinic and tho apportlonment of the funds
appropriated.

The relations hetween Memorial Hospital and
the Good Samaritan Hospltal have been—and are—
excellent. During the past six months the Adminis.

Drew Pearson’s s
Merry-Go-Round ©

eral Bureau of Investigation.)

‘WASHINGTON

HE great majority of the Ameri ublic has

trator and Staff of the Memorial Hospital have gone
out of their way to be of assistance to this institutlo:
and have done everything in their power to co-op
ate with o

1 hope ¥

u will explain this situation to the public
the present conditions have come
about through the manner in which maternity clinic
funds are appropriaied and not through any “row”
between the two institutions.
~GEORGE W. LAYCOCK,
Administrator,
Good Samaritan Hospital.
(NOTE: We're dPhgmed hat the disagreement
bemeen these two excellent institutions does net call
e term "row" which we applied to It.—Eds, Trz

ew Highway
CHARLOTTE

Editors, Tae News:
N recent sunc}s of the proposed new highway from
A‘bem H“Bv No. 74 runs west from present
Highway ugh the residentis] sectlon known
as ChL\nLllly fa the. Senbanrd bridging over
the Seaboard Ralilroad, then to Hign Street and along
High Street to Park Terrace and south across City
property to N. Fox and S. Fox into E. Morehead St.

I think the State Highway Commission and City
officials should reconsider this survey as this wiil
destroy about eight houses on High St. aione. And
another thing, it will bottleneck one of the best high
schools in Charlotte, Central High School. and Eliz-
abeth Grade School, and will affect Pledmont Junior
High. for the children living in the Elizabeth section
and the young boys and girls having to cross th
lnghV\aV going to Central High School, and it wil

throw this heavy traffic and trucks past Alexander
Graham Junior High School
T think that our Highway Commission should con-
sider this and not mare o bovs and gl have o
cross this highway in going to and from schoal. Let
all the parents who have children in school look into
this for the children's sake. We the people on High
St. are getting a petition to the City Council and
State Highway Commission for the purpose of having
them to reconsider this highway going through this
section and we welcome all to slgn this petition—we
need your co-operation.

o

—L. C. STEPHENS.

The People’s Platform !s avanablu to any

Big 4 Differene

United States and Gmt

hoped to. negate agreements ac-
cepted by the Councll of ign
Ministers. The repeated suuments

'I\’HE first mce'tl.ng of the Cov.ncll
of Forelgn Ministers since the
body w.\aumed last July after set-
for the prmt?nc
Con! ferenice _déalt only with rela:
tively mlnor matters. On the basl ﬁ B
of what hsppened M tbe
D'Orsay meeting of e
would be rash to cnnclnde thnt B
new and more hopeful stage ih Big
Four relations has been reached.
However, participanta have de-
‘scribed this latest meeting of
Messrs. Molotov, Byrnes, Bevin and
Bidault as one held In an_atmos-  English-spéaking powers have been
phere of calm and amity. Thet in  registered on erough matters to-
itself 15 good ne prove that this Russian fear was
The fact d that during these ili-founded. For instance, on the
ks since the Forelgn Ministers  Australlan proj
of Russia, the Unlted Btates,Great reparations system embodied in the
Britain and France agreed to the draft settlements with Rumania,
draft settlements with flve former the United States, Great Britain
enemy nations and set the stags ond France voted solidly with Rus-
for the present Peace Conference, sia and against Australia, The
relatlons among the Big Four have same solid lineup of the Big Four
steadily deteriorated. If this dan- occurred on all other matters
gerous trend hes now been halted involving decisions of the Council
and perhaps reversed, the Peace of Forelgn Ministers.
cmla[teremlahn::y tinally begin t0 RUSSIA REASSURED
Mmake real headwsy. At the Aug. 20 mesting of the
NOT ENOUGH councll renewed assurances were
Certainly there can” be liltle given to Russia on this matter and
doubt that one of the msfor rea- plans were made to work out &
sons why that conference has been  system to prevent misunderstand-
bogged down and why ity sessions  ings regarding ch'mzes n the draft
have repeatedly revealed s _mood  settiements whic Four.
of conflict and tension has. been may individually r@gard B “desir-
the growing cleavage between Rus-  able but which, not knowing the
sia_and the Western powers. This  views of the pthers, they might be
cleavage i3, of course, no recent fearful of supporting. The deputles
development. However, it did not of the Foreign Ministers have been
prevent the powers from agreeing. Intrusted with the task of golng
though not without prolonged and  through the 205 amendments and
painful effort, to the principal changes that have been submitted
terms of peace with Italy, Rumanla, to the conference with a view to
Hungary, Buigaria and Fifland,  dlscovering ta which of those 205
That in ltself was no small accom- nelther Russta nor the Urlied
plishment. But the fzct that tne States nor Great Britainnor France
Blg Four did succeed in overcom-  has oy o\.j::uc“.s
g obstacles which at London last FLARE MIN
September and in Parls last Spring The nmr o the
dld seem Insuperable was appar-  wheiher a new and hope
enuy not enough In liself to re-

spenklng nationd such as A s
proposing amendments to the draft
treatles which went directly counter
to the decisions of the Big Four.
e conference has now lasted
long enough and the votes of the

Quution

X ]
Russla has manifested an unending
susplcion regarding the

of the English-spaking pow
accepting arrangementis

i
hus depends on whether,
conference or ou'side.

_have _more
Tonind i3 regard ihe “eacp
ferevce asx device by

Samuel Grafton

'ﬂéﬁs E@mfu@%é World

z'r used to be that ever;
who could g

dence of

either an

at .
COMMON LANGUAGE

keep us
ATTITUDES MEET

But during the past
has been (the man says)

ached each o
have, in a sense. met a
mon paint. That polr
¢ Council of the United N
tiens, and the present config
tlon of forces 2 the
The fsalationlst, looking the Sc-  Counctl as a Kind of
curty Council over, Is, perhaps 4 America, and is ploased
little regretful to find that we are  need o I "
working with Britain, and France.
and China, but he takes comfort
in the thought that these coun-
tries are, at most, only our helpers 5 to_ speak wih
and sssistants in' the great stand- pla tary voice, even though 1t
SIf with Russta: we are the 1eam  have something less than £ull plan-
captain; these other countries are etary membership.
only holding our cost as we con-  The manner in which isolatlonist
uct the great controversy and dnid internationalist views nhavethus
ol

So

expanded

that we
e

reader-who-cares
should be less than 300 words typewntten it
possible. and on only one stdc u! pe
Libet and will be delet:

anything goes. Each leiter must be stgned. al<
though, in exceptional cases and upon request.
.l;’e will withhold the writer's name.—Editors,
ur N

Quote, Unquote

7E are anxious ta sec thie bo:

are not going to be a3 party to another Kellogg-
Briand pact—Vice Adm. W. H. P. Blandy, Operatlon
Crossroads commander.

There are today five times as many men in the
Russfan Army as there are in the Army of the
United States.—Gov. Lester C. Hunt of Wyoming.

FBI Battled Espionag

Note—While Drew Pearson is on a brief vacation,
his column will be written by several distinguished guest
columnists—today's by John Edgar Hoover, Director, Fed-

Allles in Ital;

were fighting with the
- in South Americ:

“Yankee Imperialism™

FBI as a purely domestic mrcc

and espionage In
and South Am

As a result of the co-operation between the FBI
focal law enforcement agencles in these countries, no foreign-
inspired sabotage occurred and enemy =spionage efforts were

completely curbed throughout all the A

Germans were amply suppllcd "ith funds for thelr
work. These. were recetved In part from the sale of Rueck-
wander marks in the Americes. During the war FBI agents

. located a secret cache of Nazi funds in the German Emb:
In Washington. This fand totaled more than $3.000000. Most

of it was earmarked for Use in espionage activities.

Eaily Nozi penetration in the Western half of the glabe
report.
German troops in Dakar awaited orders to Jaunch an attack
on Brazil with direct attacks on American defenses hi the
airplanes were expected to
launch an all-out smash attack on the Panama Canal.

took on a deadly significance with each incoming re
Caribbean. German and Jap

Na

Plotted

German propagandists worked overtime to drlv
between the haters of Nazism and Fasclsi

im-in- the-Americas,
One propaganda campaign line charged that Ituuan sub—

utilized to enforce
Fedcral criminal laws and to safeguard the internal security
of the nation. With the end of the wer, it can now be stated
that the FBI, under the direction of the President, was re

sponsible durlng World War II for gathering mwllisﬂnce
and subversive information throughout the entire Western
Hemisphere and for co-ordinating efforts to combat sabotage
alt the countrles of the Caribbean, Central

THE German diplomalic staff figured in plots designed to
promote revolutions in several South American countries,
3 wed e

armies in Euro]

Scuth Am:

lowing the Pearl Harbor disaster.

and. From July 1, 1940, through June 30, 1848, 870 espionage
rgents were identified in South America, together with 281 the "
propaganda agents. 30 sabotage agents, and 22 smugglers of
strategic war materials. A total of 15,047 slien enemies in
South”America were moved from Etmteglc areas, interned or

Sutlawed, but we

marines were sinking Brazilian ships while Brazilian tjoops

y. The old theme of
. was ground out by
the Nazl propaganda machine with little success,

Stemming the tide of Nazi pepetration in the Westerii
was no less important than halting
was accomplished not only in the
United States but “The contiaential records of the FHI cone
tam thrilling exploits that bear tribute to the splendid work
erican law enforcement officers working side by
sirle with ¥BI Agents throughout the Southern contiment. ' the
For example, when esplonage rings were uncovered by the
FBI in Brazil and Chile, local authorities moved with a dis-
patch rivaling the alien round-ups in the United States fol-

hef net.of it __that d to approach one another is
tonist accepts the present State of one of the qucerest”phenomena—of
affairs on the Securlty Councll the first at :

as the best break that lsolation whether this Is a krtumph fOr unity
can hope for in the world today. In American opinion, or a triumph
He certainly no longer attacks the for fear and f

Seeurliy Council In nis mewspa-  ton wnich i .
pers. feeling perhaps that a one-  the poets, editors and politicians
orld organization which has been  of a later year to answer fully.
divided in two is an unexpected ¢ - <

asset for his side, something like SIGN OF SOMETHING

mnklng converts for cats at a dog But {n all i
club,

queerness there it
and ominously.
A--rain— of--{rogs--or-
& red ‘moon, ke @ sign or portent;
trying to tell something about
Storted peace, in which’ dis-
unity_happily uses an'instrument
curlty Councll, seema T Teel Tt hon it and in whichi unity be
ls 1& the most that lsolation can  gins to play With a concept of
ot foc 'lts Thoncy In 1046, 30 the  something les than the whote.

e In Latin America

one of the leaders of the group which was endeavoring to
Inmem a revnlutlon‘ he was assigned as a member of the
r was permitted ta

68d Tpelat 14 that” the T
jorxty of our internationalists, look-
ing at exactly the same set of
facts, mlso take comfort. Just HE
the isolationist, sLlld)lng the.

Hitler's - was too_valuable to the group to he
plczure mu into the hands of the FB!
official in one country frequcnuv boasted of his
knowle dxe of world-wide police work. claimed that he
hed studied Scotland Yard, the French Surelc, the FBI and
world's “other leading investigative agencles. -He fre-
quently ridiculed the FBI and other American institutions
and boasted that he could “spot any FBI undercover agent
“Th an he was intimately friendly with for
The
to

“spotted” should the

four months was an FBI agent posing s & visitor.
hl'usgart lmparwd

Blocked Espionage
YW/E were reasonavly sure from the very oulbrenk of war
vas under control not only, within  the

expelled, while an
torlal possesslons.
Good Neighbors

cesses were stymied.

hideouts.

16,
enemy aliens were arrested in tha Umt.ed States and terrl-

ERMAN sples operating in South American countries were

often linked with esplonage cases in the United States.
By exchangiig Information developed In this country with
police agencies of our Southern nelghbors, German spy suc-
During the war FBI Intelligence Agents
were stationed in all South American countries In addition
10 exchanging Information they served -as police instructors
for the South American law enforcement agencle
nuinerable cases FBI agents furnished information to Sguth
American police Which fesulted in prompt raids on Nezl spy

s. -In in-

United States but in the entire Western Hemisphere as_well.
_‘Partial proof,lay In the fact that during the war no single
enemy-directed .act of sabotage occurred. - Compléte . con=
firmation: came when the war was over and we had an
opportunity  to |nspccu German espionage records und inter-
view their leade:

Hermann Gm:rlmz pald us our hlghest commhncnt whcll
he said that German Intelligence in the Americas had: been
poor as the “American FBI.had been too observant In uncove
ering efforts at espionage so that a spy network cuuld ot be
devel oped

T cannot . pralse . too he loyal;
officlals in thn Western }lemlspher: ‘who co-bperated: with ",

e FBI to make the Americas secure from enemy sabotage

und “plon;ege The results obtained.bring  definite . proof of

One..agent_wormed his wi

group of subversives w such nn exu:nt m— b on the ¢ uemrof‘ '

when 8 unlud dront la Presented




