wing of the Democratic Party
not yet drifted away from the
body, and in the absence of any logl-
gplphec to dritt to, may follow & parallel
e for ‘a while. But the events of the
two weeks have left the cleavage
- plainly visible. Whetlier they deplore it or
-pralse it, practically all political observers
agree that the more conservative elements

the now in full control.

Coming events, as The Atlanta Constitu-
Hon notes, will determine whether or not
is a good thing. It is too early now,
‘much too early, to hazard anything more
‘han a guess based on old prejudices. But a
‘ew observations concerning the imperfect
“vorkings of the party system in the United
Jtates seem to be In order.

15, that & natlona! shift of opinion, from
beral to conservative, has taken place
7ithin "the confines of a single political
-arty. It makes for incoherence and con-
usion. The loss of party discipline is the
qevitable result of such a basic change in
olicy, and without some degree of control
is impossible for any group to put
<*hrough a logical legislative program, be it
~onservative or liberal.
Not only does the majority party become
““acapable of carrying out its normal func-
ions under’ these circumstances, but the
inority Is also affected. There is. at the
loment, no true organized opposition to
___he Democratic Administration, except on
Je level of purely,partisan politics. Basic
‘epublican and Democratic policles may
iffer in some respects, but there is no
indamental disagreement between the
71en who control the two parties. (We have
ot forgotten the 1944 Democratic plat-
“3rm upon which Mr. Truman still stands:
“Ir. Truman obvlously no longer controls
is party.) In the matter of foreign policy.
* or instance, this agreement is formal and
pen; Henry Wallace was bitterly criticized
"y both Republicans and Democrats for
Jreaking the bi-partisan truce” with his
- ladison Square Garden address. The rec-

lﬂ! Public Library of Charlotte and
-1 Mecklenburg County is still looking on
13e rosy side, even though a clear but ef-
“sctive minority of the good citizens of the.
Junty recently rejected its plea for addi-
~onal funds.and a new building. Noting
1t there has been 2 marked increase in
ublit use of the Library's facilities, its
. ‘'oard of Trustees states in its just-pub-
" ‘shed annual report: “We cannot, there-
e, conslder the election lost from a com-

. mnlty educatlon standpoint ., .

—always, an in=
>resting document. The Library uses a
nique method of assessing the value of
8 services to the community, figuring out
‘hat & Ritizen would have to pay for
. _“antal of a book if he went to 8 commer-
inl library, how much the subscription fo
~ newspaper available in the reading room
ould cost an individual, how much an
.. rganization would have to pay to rent an
——dueational-motlon- picture, etc.. On this
basts it
ant it rendered $105,455.50 worth of serv-
w5 to— Mecklenburgers during the past
.- .iscal year In return for $69,744.80 pald
“o it In the form pf a 459 cent per capita
brary tax. A neat profit for the public,
ny way you look at it.

. It 13 also noteworthy that, although the
remalned

ears, the value of services rendered (using
HIl the 1943-44 basis of evaluation) has
limbed upward from $82,053.80. In twelve
1onths 393,560 books were taken out of the
‘brary for home use, while 4,878 educa-
——— jonal films were lent to_a variety of or-

that to-
-aling 261,675, There s no accurate count
~f the number of people who used the Li-
“rary’s reading rooms and research fa-
«ilities, but 100,000 is a conservative guess.
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e 4ome‘€kangés--Made-

Tt 1& ot “altogether heulthy, tt-seems-to-— prohibited.by.the.Constitution, v

ord of the 79th Congress demonstrates
clearly that the area of agreement also ex-
tends to such matters as price controls and
labor legislation.

We concede that the prevailing opinion
in the country has changed greatly, and
- that-the rise to power of a conservative Ad-
ministration is not only inevitable but even
desirable. since ours is still a representa-
tive government. What we are concerned
with here is the manner in which it is be-
ing nccomplished. Logically, the Republican
Party should have had a great resurgence,
sweeping the liberal Democrats from office
and assuming full responsibility for carry-
ing out what we deem to be the will of the
people, 1. e., a drastic curtallment of Gov-
ernment eontrols. Unfortunately thls s

lows for mo shift in public opinio
at four year Intervals. The Republicans
may capture-the Congress in November in
name as well as in fact, but the result will
only be a continuation for two more years
of government by coalition.

Under a Democratlc Administration and
a Republican Congress it is quite likely
that the people may get what they want, or
think they want. Held-over war controls
will certainly be abandoned, and very prob=
ably a considerable portion of the perma-
nent New Deal structure will be disman-
tled. But, since neither party will be an-
swerable to the people for the results, each
claiming credit for that which pleases and
disclaiming credit for that which doesn’t,
there is no reason to believe that this
major operation will be undertaken with
any degree of caution.

‘This Is the consideration that seems to us
far more important than any abstract
question of ideology, right or left. The Gov-
ernment of the United States whatever else
it may be, 1s a vast and complicated or-
ganization, and we can only hope that the
gentlemen who are going to work on it now
with such obvious pleasure will remember
that the noun “conservative” derives from
the verb “to conserve”.

The Library Deserves A Break

"The Library’s staff managed to find the

answers to 29,112 reference questions.

There is 2 good deal of overlapping in all
these figures, of course. But the Library,
with its various branches over the county,
now has 23 471 registered users listed in its
files. This represents 23.5 per cent of the
county's total population, an impressive
figure indeed. No other single institutlon
touches the lives of as many citizens.

All of this means that the Library is
making real progress toward attaining its
goa] of serving the community as “a peo-

2_But_when_the American

deagioue
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Kingmaker At Work

im,
haps the leaat qomtlcu man t
ntered

““CGood luc]

llm Dﬁrchuee
ly one part of Sweden's postwar
commerce.

revolutions,
He hu I qunmy of mazsive
nite rocks of

gral
his nnlve cout Yet he hu tha
gift of compromise, whi

ich
he success with whleh the

ever encous In public
When he is ssked what 8
chief ‘reason Sweden waa able to
avold war, he Teplies jovially,

uck.”
In the view of the Prime Minls~
ter, the new trade agreement wm:
which calls for vast Rus-
in Bweden, 15 meu<

lite.
the

. It represents part of an
e"on of planned soclet? to keep
osperity at & high level and to

evenz unemployment.
NEGOTIATIONS NOT EASY

‘The negotlations with tha §ov|at
Unlon have not been The

ussians” presented = lm or what
:hey wanted over B {lve-year pe-

. The Swedish negotlators re--

plied that thelr industrialiats could
not adjust their production to such
demands. . This reply seemed to
surprize the Russiana greatly :nug

“ they intimated that any re:

strong government would simply
order it done.

The Swedes came back with s
lst of goods they would be able
to furnish. was drawn U
with extreme care, since they know
that one thing the Ruulam lre

ertiftient ™ for—fourteen—years,—wi
the rest of Europs was torn by the terms
wats and

of the T
sociation which the: USA ‘hopes ot
establish,

FEARFUL OF OUTCOME -
‘Iet,lnxpiuollﬂthmrul B

many observers here are

u-mu of what- the outcomo may

cimber all - too - weil

leu Finlmd, of
of repmunnl. with &’

ltnﬂ of Sﬂvlet officials i
Hel.llnxlm‘a‘ lmln( ‘hotel; - which-—3
15 barred Finns, is after
all on Bwedenl burd&r.

There are doubts over the re~
ported

Russlans to pny back credits with-
in wide limits of discretion. They
might make use of the clause o

-gold_at a_time
when the Western docru:
were embarrassed by employ-
ment or price duﬂculueu Pul
mists-believe the Sovieta wi mlk.
use of thelr economic powe
promote a collapse of what h le(b
of capltalism in the world,

Prime Minister Hansson's calm
contidence s impressive, Those
who worked clauly with him dur-
ing the perilous years of the war,
when Sweden wes at least once
on the point of being Invaded, sy
he was never flttery. He bel
that we in the United States are
much toc panicky about Ruuh
He feels that Jittery talk

The Reds And The Redcoats

(NOTE: The editor and publisher of the
self-confessed World's Greatest Newspaper, The
Chlicago Tribune, is now officially leader of the
Republican Party in Illinols, and may even be as
influential in national Republican councils as he
thinks he is. Felix Belair Jr. of The New York
Times went to Chicago recently seeking Colonel
McCormick’s views on GOP prospects far 1948,

issue wag Americanism, That's Tribune territory over
-there.’

Junior Clerk
“[VERYEODY knows that Jimmy Byrnes (Secre-

tary of State James F. Byrnes) Is just a funfor
clerk for the British Foreign Office” Golonel Me-
Cormick has lined up American for-

The result is an political
excerpts from which are quoted below.—Eds., THE
NEws).

(OLONEL, ROBERT R. McCormick is & man with

& mission. Just as his grandfather; Joseph Medill,
another Tribune editor, devoted his newspaper's in-
fluence to Lincoln’s battle for the Federal Unjon, so
Colonel McCormick says it is his destiny to save

eign policy with that of Great Britain so closely that
you can hardly tell the difference.”
The apparent mmnsmency of a pm-Brmah 8ec-

unble to
failure to live up to the hermt ot
such an agreement. In past deal-
ings with the Soviets, Swedlsh in-
dustrialists have always been pald
promptly and they seem confident
todey that the terrns DX the agree-
ment can be ca

‘When it goes mw euoct about
10 to 15 per cent of Bweden's
export trade g0 Russia.
‘When they talk prlvately about
the agreement, government offici-
als point out that, while this is
very much higher than the prewar
ratlo, the proportion of trade with

based on extenaive credita.
Members of the Government

Samuel Grafton

retary of State in a “P
was a phenomenon that Colonel McCormicl
fo_think not worth explaining. B
throat and wen!

e s trouble s that most of the Demo-
cratic and s in America today think

America from “the twin evils of Russlan
and British imperialism.”

“It hBS got to be-done” Colonel McCormick ex-
plained. “Everybody knows that the Democratic
Party Is the party of the Russian-loving Communists
in this country, just as the Ess:;em wing of the Re-

more about the we!hre o( Great Britain or Ruasia
than they do about the welfare of the United States.

Both of those countries practice ‘economic colleeuv-
ism =and netther President Truman nor Jimm
Byrnes nor any other responsible polmul leader hu
any business endorsing either sy

publican Party
ankers of New York who are detenmned to per-
petuate British imperialism through thé power and
influence of the United States.”

Library Survey applled Its standard score-
card in 1944 the Library scored only 55 out
of & possible 100 points, with national min-
imum standards calling for 75. Director
Hoyt Galvin thinks maybe the Library's
score is up to 60 now, but the inflationary
spiral has caught up Library expenses like
everything else, and the gain may soon be
wiped out. “Operating on the ‘below mini-
mum standard basis’ as we do, too large
& proportion of our efforts must be de-
voted to the routine processes of selecting,
buying, cataloging and lending books, with
little time remaining to make our Libraries
the great universities they might so logi-
cally become,” the Annual Report points
out.

There Is some hope now that the in-
creased library tax, which was approved by
& majority of the voters in the recent bond
election but ruled out under the “unneces-
sary expenditures” provision of the State
Constitution, may come up for considera-
tlon again soon. Certainly an institution
which Is straining its every resource in an
effort to meet a genuine public demand
for its services, and doing & remarkably
good job of it, deserves a break, as even the
hard-headed Scotsmen on the County
Board of Commissioners have recognized.
We hope the Library gets it, and soon.

Colcmel MECormick already I maklng his plans
nvention in 1948

lnurview gﬂve his blessing to two aspirants for th
Presidentlal nomination, Senator Robert A. Taft of
©Ohio and former Governor John W, Bricker of thnt
state, and expressed tentative Epprovnl of a thir
pcsstbmty.

e Is some young tel!ow out on the Pacific
Coast named ‘Warren~ (Governor -Earl—Warren—of-
California) whom I haven't mec yet but Ive heard

olonel was. uuﬂerlng from s slight
Summet cold and insisted his interviewer seat him-
self about fifteen feet on the other side of his high
paneled office in Tribune Tower .lest the bug prove

the - catehing.

k_seemed
cﬁﬁ‘hh —

NEW YORK
ERE will

what Stalin nt by the sur-
prisingly nmhble :nd gentle atate-
ment in which h-poohed
the thnxen of Wll’ an un-
tement;
tw\tter in n doves hop rmm par;
graph to paragraph:
springtime at the Roxy, compleu

—In-shswer-Lo-a-guestion=th ,wﬂh _everything except a chom of
sald he felt no embarrassment at the Republican maidens in_IAcE pamts:

leader of Illinois being at odds with the party chief
tain of the East.

“Not at all, not at all,” sald Colonel McCormick.

'We know what a good ‘Re publican should be out

is is the home and birthplace of Republl-

canlsm If they don't kitow wl 00d_Americanism-

and is that's their lookcuL But

something about,” Colonel McCorm!
“I must meet that fellow. If he 15 l]l mey say he
is, ! mlght be able to support him.
'ran seems to be & gmd man, Of cour:
he hunt got rsonality a man ought to-have w
be & Presldenﬂn‘ candidnoe But he's got the name
and that helps a lot in getiing a man elected. All
school children have.to learn the
dents of the United States and they know the name
of Teft. They knew about the name of Roosevelt
mhenmhe ran for President In 1032 and it helped
m too.

One Thing’s Certain

"BUT Tl tell you one thing for certaln, I won't
have anything to do with that fellow Stassen
(former Governor Harold Stassen of Minnesota). He
is no Republican, never was, and the same thing goes

Dewey. He's no American; he’s a New

Yorker.

“Dewey didn't want the Republlcln Tnomination
for President the last tlme. He just wanted to go
on being a New Yorker. Like Willkie before him,
he was _put up_by the international bankers In New
York who have been
Party. The bankers just wanted to save England and
British imperlalism and they knew they could do it
with that fellow Roosevelt in there, so they just put

y to get beaten by the Demo-
crats. And that's what happened.

“Dewey just wanted to go on being & New Yorker
and Willkie wmted to bring about some sort of world

NY civic enterprise which sets out in
this season of inflation to raise =a
“uere flve-figure budget is quite likely to
D overlooked In the shuffle. At a time
-vhen the school teachers are looking for
940,000,000, and the medical men are hunt-
.‘ng for $20,000,000, a goel of $12,000 seems
A mere bagatelle. Charlotte’s pockets and
nocketbooks doubtless contain that amount
ln pennies at any given moment.

Buch 15 the goal of the Charlotte Sym-
'rhuny Orchestra, however, and not even
‘hat modest sum Is sought as a gift. The
3ymphony Soclety next week wiil launch
ts annual effort to round up 2,000 pay-
‘ng- members. Each subscriber, in return
‘or the six dollars he hands over for his
nembership, will receive a season ticket
Jood for five concerts.

“No member of the symphony, not even

Fould argue that the m-chestm s likely
offer the New York Philharmonlc serious
mpeﬂtlon in this or any other season. The

The Symphony Society’s Campaigr

highly experimental music that would treeze

t would rnake Amerlcc a ussnl state,
I could have electéd

American. He realized bhnt when i WB& Hl over and -

he told me so. I did the best I could for the party
under the circumstances, but all I could do was give

the blood of a Toscanini or a
but in so doing it has delighted its mlddlE-
brow audiences.

One of the reasons the Symphony de-
serves enthusiastic public support is that
its concerts are lahors of love, made pos-
sible by long hours of hard work on
the part of the muslclans. But this seems
to us a minor reason, and we mention it
only in passing. The Symphony is not &
charity, or even a “worthy project,” but
an organization fully capable of standing
on its own feet if given a fair chance. It
offers each season a series of concerts
worth far more than the modest admission
fees it charges. All but the tone deaf should
find genuine pleasure in the barn-like
Armory on those evenings when Mr. Hutch-
ins puts his musicians through their paces.
In justice to themselves, those who haven't
heard the drchestra in the past should get
on board when the membership campaign
opens. next . week.

Commercialism, says West Point’s C. O,
agein rears its ugly head on our college
gridirons, It appears that ‘a lot of big

c intend to make a
living out of dying for old Siwash.

——One {5 not-surprised-to learn- that mem-

bers of the Jap Diet have voted themselves
-. 60 per cent boost in salary, It is a new

tirst,

L. and  first thinga must -cpme

them a Governor and & United States
Senator from Illinols,

“You know, I hld to ]nugh about Willkle when
he went into the rimaries after he had
been defeated by Roosevelt uv:rll years before. Poor
fellow. he thought Dewey beat him in the Wisconain
primary, but it wasn't Dewey—I beat him. And the

Drew Pearson’s e

Merry-Go-Round o

e names of the Presl-

in control of the Republican

they wﬂl have a hard time in the Middle West on
any platform but Americanism.”

The Good American S
IOLONEL McCORMICK never got around to de~
fining his concept of & good Americen. - Locally,
Republican_and._Democratic _leaders allke are:agreed
that it {8 & candidate for public omce “who has been
endorsed by The Chicago Trubune. . In'the. broader
sense, Colonel McCormick Indlcated 'mhouc attempt~
ing a definition that it was a Middle: Westerner of
e second or third generation who had:an:intimate

knowledge of the development of the Northwest ter-

ritory and was too busy with:local’ lssues:
much sbout what was going on:in:the resf
world.

“No, .we ‘don't have any trouble commun=
ism or any other kind of foreign ldeologlea out herc, ¢
Colonel McCormick -explained . In answel furthe

“That young hllnw Marshall’ Feld' came.
d-tried:to -start uj newnuper o mmd
communism in.the Mldwest. bee!
-$2,000,000.a year.ever_since.
anywhere and he hasn't got s newspaper elther.

“THeé thing about this country-that-isn't proper!
understood on the Atlantic seaboard:is that it has s
‘Thomogeneous .. people :to : whom : their mcmssm
is indigenous. - Out here we-are ‘just plain Americans.

Aﬂantlc unbonrd gl!nem.ll
you c

m
tnkinx 8 tl‘lp {arther. Wbst than Ohio you.
urs

~the-peopie
- got w be for- Russia. .or:they. have: gof

land, Here, we are for Amerlcn first, llst and

“I know that. ‘the Easbem'
ry - to: put: up some renelme Western th
Presldenuxl nomination:: in: ‘Why: slmnldn
they? - They succeeded in getunx
in :succession :and : they will . try. 1t
‘won't - have " my - support
when they try it this time.

SEC Make‘sSlg

‘WASHINGTON

(TH the stock market “acting up" more than at any.

time in five years, no move has been made by President

Truman or Secretary ofrthe Treasury Soyder to bring
back

rom P
Created by Roosevelt to protect the public from Wall Street,
the SEC 1s still being carefully kept out of Washington—-and

certain interests hope i remains in e

‘before making

xile.
Meanwhile, hnd Secretary Snyder consulted the 8EC
his ambiguous statement on the slump, he

would have found a significant report regarding the anura
stock market. ‘Here are some of the inside facts ghown . in

the SEC report:

1 Beveral weeks before the market nose divs, new issues

of airplane and auto stocks failed to arouse public

buying,

50 that the underwriting houses, stuck with the stocks, had
to ralse cash to pay for them, This meant they had to un-
du

Iold Government bonds Irld blue»chlp stocks.
and American Tel.

the ﬂrst selling wave to sag the market.
imultaneously, investment houses got

such

wind o
new fear psychology. 'The public was afrald the long upward
climb of wanted .to -sell

the market was at an
before the down:

end. . They

mrkem muln:, but didn’

. to get the cash. T‘hl; Was

of &

ward trend started. Te]l!.ule al n - was: the
fact thet Congressional dﬁ!elt of OPA ghould h:'ve unt Lhe

T the Oommeroe Dep
ll huliﬂnl !ll ﬂ\‘lenmrlel had piled

and that
'hmlon per month. ruur u| n.godds helM
was & storm warning thag-the or

nt ssued & rep«t um
up on (ucwry mlvu,

wnmmod
the peak of the hoom: was passed.

now be a great

rub-a-dub of speculation 28 10  {sm never starts & war; Commun-

H 13
litle birds

produce the very thing the mld
dreads fiioe

as he sees it, could Aervt
as & bridge for the West to de-
velop the same kind of profitable
relationship with the Soviets.
DISCOUNT WAR TALK

No one I have talked with hm
belleves Russla wants war.
rumors of internal troubles muﬂ
slways be discounted, az we learns
ed from experience with the Nazis, =
they do persist here on the perie
phery of the East in fairly de-
tailed form. Those who know the
world best from his northern pers
spective believe the USA lne of
firm  resolution s the best lne,
even though it means risks which
could cause a fatal explosion,

TR

We must remember that # is
Communist dogma that Commun-

ism goes its peaceful way, hum-
ming & wordless tune, untll it i
hit on the head by capitalism,

then lher! is a war. If war staris, 3
the great item of Communist prop-
aganda rand it will resound around
the world) will be that capitalism
started The Stalln statement
Hleh ol

Stalin mean by saying thll !her!

is no danger of war, that he be-

lieves unconditionally in the possi-

bility of friendly and lasting co-

operation with the West? What
eolisly ea

calm thing to say hle

at a time when everybody L5 &c
excited.
Friends and supporters of Mr.

Byrnes will, of courze, say that the
statement is the fruit of hard

< American policy: that a year of

preasurs has finally brought forth

a twig with.an olive on it. But

to make use of Stalin's atatement
trategically, In olir home debats;

u not .quite:‘the same thing es to

understand:it.::

LUCKY HIT?.

STt AT e

{rom’ the':Soviet :Unlon: until: Wal-

. lace’spoke ‘up: that perhaps Stalin’

ually possible” to' argue

 ihat no friendly_ statements came - FOIKY.[8 not ta

_not

and - his- “peace party” by giving
;ll‘lelil something on ‘which to: bulld.
i m;

advance that claim: it draws- a
perspective of permanent peace, as
a make-ready device for assessing
war gullt later. February,
Stalin sald that war was “inevita-
" in a capitalist world. Inevit-
able In February and 10 ist<
ent danger in September? Can it
be that Stalin not only denies that
he wants war, but even denles that
war ia possible, so 1o set up the
queation of who 13 to hlme. lf ll 9

come, in earest i
nnll(nlble7

But If it 13 a challenge, vmt
~do-we do -with-1t?-Here, -it seems.
to me, we need enormous 'bd
something much better than our’
current gay over-confidence, For
merely to continue with lhe tough
ccel e chals |
lenge. but to:fall inta lhe tnp. in
astruggls ‘that .is -being - fought,
for : territory.. but _for in=
fluence over the minds of peaces
loving men;. y
We  need: to exert pressure  for
‘what we consider. H(ht but wi

has -muy “been cmppln‘ u

need to'look more.as: if we want a

solution, and: rather. less:as if
m -and ‘we fieed 1o



