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Hzgher Pay Scale

G to Lynn Nisbet, our Ralelgh
correspondent, North Carolins official-

18 viewing with some alarm the teacher
scale now being advocated by our
‘moriing eonhmpwrnry. The Observer pro-
Poses &' minimum annual salary of $1.560
with gradusted pay increases that might

For Teachers

‘mnnel to the teaching profession. The sal-
ary schedule proposed by The Observer s
not at all out.of line with the prevailing
pay scale in comparable professions,. or
even in the unskilled trades. It is, in fact,
a measure of the present scale’s inadequacy
that the general fund budget should have
to be doubled to bring the minimum pay

‘take the salary of an outstanding teacher——for-teachers-up-to-! the-present-earnings.of--.

88 high as $3.600 a year. This, Mr. Nisbet
_points out, would add about $43,000,000 to
_the State’s public school bill-for the next
‘blennium, more than doubling the gen-
‘eral fund budget established two years
ago.

There are even those in Raleigh, we are
told, who fear that advocacy of this pro-
posed scale might work against the more
lnodinte lncreases certain to be made by

—Others take-refuge-in
chld.lng The Obxeruer for Inconsistency.
recalling its recent crusade for reduction
of income, franchise and license tax
schedules.

‘There are two methods of approaching
this teacher's pay business, and it is un-
derstandeble that State officlals should
ease up on it from the cautious side, trying
to figure ‘out what, if anything, can be
" done within the limits of present State
1ncome. It is true that there s & tidy

d_at_the moment, but it
k als0 true that this surplus is the product
of an abnormal period. In the long haul
taxes will have to be Increased if teachers
are to recelve any substantial increase in
pay, and no politician likes that prospect.

The_other approach, the one The Ob-
server has employed, recognizes the neces-
ity for drastie action if our public school
system is to maintain its standards. The
erisls in education is real, and all educa-
tors agree that it stems from low salarles
which no longer attract competent per-

'he Handicap Of No

were taken with s headllne in The
Concord Tribune the other day:
DEMOCRATIC LEADERS MUBT BATTLE
HANDICAP OF NO LOCAL OPPONENTS.
It turned out to be logical and exact, for it
er 8 dlscuss(on of the local
yol.ltlul situation

Cabarrus Democrau ‘he pointed out, may
have to extend themselves to get out
enough Democratic votes in the General
‘Election to insure victory for Rep. Dough-
ton and the handful of other opposed Par~
ty The wily , 1
‘seems, have put up no county slate in Ce-
barrus and there are no local lssues to at-

tract Democrats to the polling places.
Ihere are just encugh Republicans in
‘North Caroling to make this a dangerous
dmﬂon If the Democrats are unusually

ie, a small,

ornninﬁon might turn out enough votes
of 1ts own to win a county, or even a whole

. This is the Tesson the Democrats, al-
though they have no real opposition in this

skilled cotton mill workers.

It may be that It is not feasible to
bring the pay scale all the way up to
the level proposed by The Observer in one
fell swoop, but we don't think the proposal
can be dismissed as “desirable as an ultl-
mate goal.” It should be an Immediate
goal, given top priority In all budgetary
deliberations in Raleigh. Positive action
to check the disintegration of public school

—teaching. staffs cannot_be any

CIVIL SERVICE]
COMDMISSION

longer.

From a purely political standpoint. it is
significant that The Observer has taken
up this crusade. Our contemporary is by
all odds the most conservative journal in
North Carolina, a Jong-time advocate of
governmental economy at every level. The

fact that The Observer recognizes the
pressing need for raising teachers pay. and
is willing to support additional taxes for
that purpose, indicates a virtual unanim-
ity of opinion among the state's news-
papers, and very probably among its citi-
zens.

This is not surprising. North Carolinians
of every shade of opinion recognize that
the state’s considerable progress in every
fleld is tied directly to its progress in edu-
cation. They will not stand idly by and
see thelr future jeapordized by undue fiscal

! not mn—nuarlln he

ecutive. The slightest
the White House
di congequences

luces
over the globe.
The xm_'y behmd uw anlmu
approval o
throws a mulmg u;hz on how
perilous that pressure can be when
casual or even saccldental.
ral outline, are the
 up to the tragedy.
came

antl-

favor Df an Ameri-

can foreign policy. The 5t
thia

caution in Raleigh. Education in North
Carolina has always involved sacrifice. It
still does. The Observer {s simply putting
first things first.

Opposition

off-year election, now plan to open a full-
dress campalgn headguarters in Raleigh,
with many county organizations, including
Mecklenburg's, following suit. It-appears
that the Democrats expect a fight this Fall,
but, as Editor Sherrill notes, it will not be
against the Republicans but “against
apathy”. o

‘Well, political apathy is & fine thing to

fight against, although the battle is & poor

for partisan . Indeed,
since the Demoerats are fighting to get out
the vote, the Republicans obviously will be
bettling to keep it in. The chance of a real
discussion of Issues is about that of the
proverblal snowball's. .

All of this, we would say, is an excellent
measure of the state of North Carolina
‘politics. There is something essentially fu-
tile about a system under which the mi-
nority party depends for its success upon
the failure of a majority of the citizens to
vote, while the majority party recognizes
that its chief threat grows out of the fact
that its local candidates have no opposi-
tlon.

Mr. Petrillo Jerks Hi

s Jerks

\
Peoele’s Platform

point to
say, in effect, thia:

“That expresses our policy. That's
what we all belleve. Of course, I
approve that”

THOUGHT TALK POL'I'HCAL
lm

the Preaident
were interrupted. When Wnlhm
l:n the chief impression Truman
was that the speech W85 po-
nuul in nature: it would be an
endorsement of the Democratic
candidates, Mead and Lehman, be-
fore & rally that would provide &

sympathetic background,

In response to the first question
on the Wallace speech at his press
conference, the President said with
firm wisdom that certainly he
wowd not comment on an sddress
that had not yet been de.uvered
‘Then, however, he

Great To Be A Tar Heel

CHARLOTTE
Editors, TRE Nrws:

EING an ex-Georgian and therefore keeping In

touch with the old home town of Atlanta via s
papers. 1 obtalned the enclosed article-from the At~
lanta 1 was so much with the
truth o{ its statements that I thought you too would
be interested in seeing how our state of North Caro-
lina looks through Atlanta eyes. So I am sending
it on to you.

‘While living in Georgle, one of our mottoes was
“It's great to be a Georglan,” But since living in my
adup‘ed state of North Camlim!. fDr nine years I now
say, It's greater to be a Tar Hee

—-PITMAN FULTON.

(NOTE: The enclosed article is a column by
Harold Martin entitled “North Carolina Outdoes Geor-
gia." Excerpts from it follow.—Eds., THE NEZws)

OMING back from North Carolins not long ago

I got to brooding over whet North Carolina hl!
that Georgla doesn't have—basic resources, I me
and I just mbout came to the conclusion thlt lll
our neighbor to the North has got on us is a little
more git-up-and-git and a little more push. Up there
they do mot hide their lightgunder a bushel. They
an it to a roaring flame and set ft on a hill-top &0
that all may see.

Between the mountaing and the sea, thelr in-
dustry s more varied than that of Georgla, though
there Is no reason why it should be, particularly, ex-
cept that North Caroling has deliberately set out to

__build_her 1ndustry. More than 3,000 plants pay $200,
- 00011 ear-to id

000 270,000 . the valds
of the things mey Ymake is nearly  biflion and  half
dnuan Nonh Carolina long aga tigured out chn

wa.

31I"ouds our-favorite strikeis the-one

XD in New York which resulted from the
 fallure of night club owners to meet the
latest demands of James Caesar Petrillo’s
_musiclan’s union. This is an ideal labor dis-

al g exactly
‘what he deserves.

The musician's strike, indeed, even has
the seal of Westbrook Pegler's approval, the
terrible-tempered Mr. Pegler having de-
- €lded that Mr. Pétrillo has setved the pub-
lic Interest by Jerking his jerks and allow-
ing diners to consume their victuals In

Peace,
. The difference came about, as we under-
nd it, and we're not at all sure we do,

ith-than-a -night— club—mnslrfﬂ—mis far—snmebudy—cisrurnmkr into—th

clan it is & night club operator. These are
the gentlemen who employ lady wrestlers
to divest you of hat and coat, haughty
headwalters whose eyes can be made to
focus only by the unstinting application of
folding money, run of the mill waiters who
walt and wait and walt, and accountants
who figure out how much 2 man has to
pay for the privilege of drinking bad liquor,
breathing stale air, and trying to eat in-
edible food.

And, of course, the strike is inconveni-
encing the members of New York's 8aloon
Society, the gilded tribe whose life and
times are faithfully chronicled on the back
page of this journal by Earl Wilson. These
people, as we understand it, are so condi-
tloned now that they cannot stand the at-
mosphere outside of night clubs and are
therefore fated to stay with Messrs. Bil-

W

green flelds, with the new car in the yard and the
well-fed, well-dressed folks nn the front porch has
never been painted. It may be & good sound house,
comfortable and well-appointed. But looks likd o
shanty for lack of pulnt‘ Folks from :m-. driving

through, don't

the looks of the people. T)‘ey remember t.hc unpsmt-
ed houses. I don't know why the average Georgian
hates paint so. In North Csrolina, if & man doesn’t
haye the money to paint all his house, he paints the
side of 1t that faces the road. He puts up & g
appearance. We replace old tumble-down cow sheds
and barns with new buildings—and then we don’t
tear down the old sheds. We just leave them there,
leaning and falling in. We don't s€em to care what
kind of impression we make on other folks.

1 dom’t know why it Is that North Carolina has
forged out ahead us 0, w‘lhh no morn natural
advantage over us thnn she maybe
education has something to do ey n, Fifty years
ago North Carolina decided she was tired of having
her aristocratic neighbors, Virginla and South-Caro-
llm. look down their patrician noses st her. Bhe
started jn- improving - her schools. .. With. education
came many other good things. Improved roads,
better health services for the people. More indus-
try. A man with soms learning in his head 15 not
cununb to be hungry and poor. North Carolina

ook 85 her slogan, “Pacg-Setter of the South.” Then
she lived up, to 1. to+have a fancy
name, “Empire Stata of the South.” We de-
served the title once, but It has been & long time ago.

Nobody need write mc elther, saying, “If you

——love-North--Carolina- so.

ere?” I don't love Ncn‘.h Cﬂ.rolinl,
gla. And I hate to see a sister State, with no more
resources than Georgia has, forge sa far ahead of her.

self to be Ted o by oWier quesm:

It s tha !amng—thn failing of =
man of good will who wants to do
what he can to obugl and please—
he has repestedly shown in press
conferences when he has given off-

Samuel Gratton

The New

NEW YORK
ENRY WALLACE'S speech and
the reactions-to-I¢-constitute s
polthr comedy of manners. For
In searching out 8 road to peace
with Russia, Wallace has szumbled
on something that sounds like the
isolstionist position. He said (and
he would bave let his tongue be
cut off rather than have it say
the same words during the Hitler
period) that we should recognise
that we have no more business in the
polldc-l utnln of Eastern Europe
“in the palitical
affaira ol Llﬂn Amtﬂcl ‘Weatern
Furope-and the United-States. And
an fsolationist writer for The New
York Daily News throws cat-fits of
joy- over this sentence, choking,
zurxlinl and lpulbeﬂnl with mirth
he wel Henry into—
nnh of the mu-mumumum
Henry did not mec.n 1t quite
that way: in the very same &peech
he proposed lmernluoﬂu u:&len to
_ deal with atomic energy, But
1t remains—true-that; !n-&hh—d
oriented postwar world, a sincere
man, of the Ideslist pmunien.
when_he ser peace,

pruduct and skim the cream of the profits.

‘mers raise tobacco and her factorles process it
1mo its final form, turning out 70 per cent of the
nation’s cigarettes and a third of its smoking and
chewing tobacco. Her farmers raise cotton and her
textile mills lead the nation in many high-priced
textile products. She has great stends of timber and
her own mills fashion it into furniture to lead New
York, her nearest competitor, by $7.000,000 a year.
If North Cgrolina had the clay which Gaorsln digs
and ships North to be fashioned into fine pottery,
the center of the ceramics industry wouldn't be
Pennsylvanin nor Ohio. It would be North Carolina,

he processes her raw materlals from the earth to the
finEhed product. If anybody is golng to make money
out of her soil, she wants to make it herself.

She overlooks no bets. The handicrafts of her
mountains are growing now from little fireside indus-
tries into community enterprises—just as her now
great textile and tobacco and timber processing In-
dustries grew years ago.

She takes s pride in her appearance you don't
find in Georgla. You drive through Georgis and
you will see that the flelds are green and the crops
are thriving. In the yards of the houses you'll see

ATLANTA
Editors, TeE Nzws:
YOUR. recent editorial concerning my article in the
mct&rrent ATLANTIC MONTHLY has come to my
attention.

1 want to express my appreciation to you for your

comment. I hope you Wil have an opportunl!y to
reld the book THE SHORE DIML‘I SEEN :which: will

W \M-Hmwd.lhl
bresking off of collaboration with

i to ses im New Y

t«o Secr Byrnes
the fearful difficulties o{
ot.:n‘m' ‘This was G
the speech wi
uvmd. With duyu(ht eaving
ork; —the - mesting—would
begin in an hour and a half.
lev::‘7 ‘heless there - was hi

ything to provent his maks -
the spesch.

That was vetoed. The text of the
speech, or f it, had slready
moved over news uaken. It was

It that™
stage at- White Hnu.se command,
the repercussions would be as bad,
or even worse, than if it were de-
lvered ss planned. So the dis waa
nt and Wallace stood up before

e partly cheering, partly mmnx
Aumesce to make his all-important
2 )

The next morning—Pridey—the
‘White House wes not long in ig-
norance of the storm that had
been unloosed. It blew from every
quarter. The rumor and counter-
rumor of the past few days should
be corrected 'In cne relpect. OW
ever. ‘There _hno

tion from Byrnes s.u conmﬂ! -
lnd Vandenberg, hil advisers. From
Paris came only a great silencs.
GREAT BARM DONE

‘The Presldent did no! want to
offend his friend, Henry w-u;m.

who had stood beside him in his

not enough.

its or demerm of our official for
elgn poiicy, Wsllace’s muddied
canfused speech haz dons great
harm.

Isolation

tain xlmoﬁ‘t fantastic mecuhdvo
possibilitt Wa must

that t.h: " tsclationist mo"ment
“was ofice, dround tig middle thir=—
tles, & liberal movement, snti-war,
anti-“merchants of death.” But,
shortly before the war, isolal
wes teken over by reaction, and,
during the war, isolaticn became
largely an ant-Russtan movement.
FULL CIRCLE?

Can it be possible that, in
much the zame way, anti-Rus-
slan Influences are now moving
Into the international movement,
reassured the safe Western
majority -on the - Security Council:
can it be possible that they have
in fact moved into It, leaving the
hapless liberal, who wants peace
and friendship with Russia, no out

except to go back to isclation? Can
it be possible, in other words, that
the wheel has come full circle?

On Sept. 5, in this spsce, I
wrote about the manner In which
former cmucrnuv- lwlauanuu

adors the securi y c«unz : Wal-
Jace's speech, coming 8 week later,

the.

Britaln, and a system of spheres
of influence for ourselves and Rus-
sia, and both are lsolationist ideas.
SHOULD FLEASE
Now :let " us: look :at_the other
3 Henry's

It lhould have: been at:leas
:rltcly pleum' o the - elders of
Republican Pnrty. who < hi

Thanking youfor _your 1mnnm|p um te u'
in my literary efforts, I em =
—ELLIS ARN,
GOVEBNOR or G:onum.

The Peopl¢’s Platjorm ts. avaflable to any.
ﬂeeﬂovu

reader who cares—to-mount-it.-Comms
should be less than 300 words,

possible, and on: only of
Libe( and obscenity will be  delsted—o
anytking goes. . Each letier: must be signe

orchestra, and that business has fallen oft

If there is anybody we find it harder to

lingsley-Shor-ete-music-or-no-music-And
for them, we confess, we feel a faint pang
of sympathy. Perhaps nothing they have

done, or left undone, justifies the extreme

pun nt__involved
alone, in silence, with their own thoughts.

Toward A Two-Party System

views of Virginlus Dabney, editor of

The Richmond Times-Dispatch, on the

peed for and soundness of & two-party

mbem In the South coincide substantially

with those of The Daily News in its long-
fime advocacy of such a course.

It is patent that the South is not going
to receive, political recognition so long as
1t remunx definitely in the bag for the
Democratic Party, which thus has to do
nothing to win its support, while the Re-
‘publican Party knows that its cause is hope-
Jedsly lcst and that there is no point to
making any bid for the Southern vote. So

48 getting a presidential or vice-presl-
tial nomination, the South had just as

'-l be out of the union. Aside from the

nil aspect of this' political sterility,
is-realization of the wholesome ef-

‘of . partisan competition on a state

dd Jocal level 80 a3 to assuré an alert-
and an t.

alent inability to bring anybody to book
therefor and other weaknesses and evils
which are obvious so long as the one-party
systemr prevails.

The practical question of how to move
toward the two-party operation, which aft-
er all must be bullt on votes, in the light of
recognized factors got a practical answer, .
it seems to us, from Mr. Dabney's espousal
of revision of the electoral system, as ad-
vocated by the late Benator Norris and as
proposed in legislation pending before the
Congress, under which the electoral vote
would be split on the same ratio as the pop-
ular vote." Each candidate for President
would thus recelve the popular support
which he actually got and the minorlty
pacty. would have an incentive which 1t
does not now have to get out. the vote.
While the principle of the electoral college,
under ‘which states such as our own are
given a degree of protection against the

which do not now obtain. Evidence
 condition is found in the transcend-
the’ Democratic. primary over the
‘Elsction . in . North® Carolina and
tates; the relluvely little

ght vote-ci

mtiated from primaries, the

_perpetrated . within -
ork:

and the prev~

great centers, would be pre-
served, the direct vote would be reflected in
& manner In which it Is not now.

Mr. Dabney has opened up a field in
‘which sentlent Southerners, who put the
welfare of thelr state and region above-

n_elec-——partisanship-and-longstanding-shibboleths, ——

should interest themselves.in, their highest
clvie responsibility, — Grunsboro Daily
Nem

1

thounh in ucepttonal cases and upon request,
8 —Kditors,

e and-the-people are
well-fed. But the house that sits in the midst of the

M erry Go-Round °

Tas-Nows,

e

WABH!NG’I’ON

MANY of the sm.e er and Nnvy advisers close to Presl-

dent Truman

the approvel he gave to

Henry Wallace's conbroverslul New York speech without con-

sulting them.

The secret of this Presidential O. K. was largely a per-
sonal and highly confidential letter which Wallace wrote
uman.

The two men had
Wallace letter pmbtb]y counted more than the talks.
studying Wallace's arguments, man

set before the public so the public cnuld Judge for itsel
This column has now obtained a

began to . wonder
whether Wallace might not be right, and he finally con-
sluded that it wotld be worth while to have Wallace's ideas

several talks together, but-the

After

war-—and "especially a

= be:directed prumrl.l against civilian, c
the end of modern civilisation:

py of the contidential

Wallace mun nnd becuusc of its lmpurf.anoe. hereby pub-

tishes it in large

*The President \

“The White House

“My Dear Mr. Prestdent:

TOP SECRET

“I hope you will excuse this long letter.

to write long letters, and I hate to receive them:
“My only excuse is that this subject is a very important
one—probably the most important in the world todsy. ::I
. thecked with you about this last Thursday and you suggested
after the Cabinet meeting on Fridey that you would Jke

to have my views,

m
ally I as.if we were only paying Lp
terence table.: These facts rath

3 Ve

that we:are prepi

“I have been' incressingly disturbed about v.hu trend of
international affairs since the end of the war, and' I am
even more troubled by the apparently growing feeling among
the American people that another war is coming and the
only- way that we can head it off is to arm ourselves to.

the teeth. Yet all of past history indicates that ai
ment race does not lead to peace but to war..

arma-

The ‘months

Just- ahead may well be the cruclal period which" will declde

The 1ive or ten yea
themselves . with namkx bombs.

whether the civillzéd world will go:down’in’ destruction after

"The (llw
In_a’work

needed Jor 3¢ eﬁ]mwelwnl, mﬂruuvrwm
views the nt ':rm ed"‘:;‘ni o‘c’u‘unllc;aml'll"

you my on how’ present tren

- be; nrud.

tor. po-
- svessed A mﬂL ut n( bohzlonm
‘overtones.

/Not s0;" the m‘publk&ln dialogue
the oth ‘Vanden.

berl down, greal
1 the GOP, hnvl condunned Wi
utter. .

mehncholy point to the Ml-
Y..l

new lsolation best
(llku Lhe old) a kind cf (e.bh and
bankrupt answer to the worlds
problems, an answer cnly
our. of desperation, strictly from

eh=— demanding-that,-on-their-terms, we -

‘proceed to save the: world.




