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UR position iz becoming increasingly
“lonely, but we persist in the beliel

elgn policy.
There is no hint of chauvinism in Mr.

& strong, industrial, and prelerably demo-
cratic United States of Germany as a pre-
‘Tequisite to general reconstruction of Eu-
rope Is sound and reasonable. But. what-
ever merit the plan may have In its own
right, it must be considered—as Mr. Byrnes
certainly constdered it—in the light of
our strained relations with Russla.
It Is significant that the first great out-
_the Stuttgart speech came not
from Russla but from France. The French
have immediate and painful memories
of another postwar season when the West-
ern nations set out deliberately to rebuild
conquered Germany as a barrier against
" Communist Russia. They speak, with the
bitterness of disillusionment, against the
resumption of the traditional pattern of
offer no substitute for it.
Nor, for that matter, does any nation.
The British applaud Mr. Byrnes, as well
they might, for the division of the world
into spheres of influence Is the basic con-
- ~cept of their own policy. The Germans.
~naturally, are pleased. Ior their best hope,
it

th ta—Adoinh
P!

remlnded them, lies in playmg ofr West
against East. Even Russia offers nothing
more than her usual. automatic opposition
%o any scheme originated by the Western
‘powers; her own imperial acts have long
since deprived her of any logical basis for
protest against power politics.

-+ Mr. Byrnes' speech cannot be sald to
close the door against the resumption of
amicable relations with the Soviet Unlon.

based on reason and not on force. But it
indicates that he, himself, sees lttle like-
lihood of eradicating the mutual suspicion
‘that is rapidly dividing the world into two

less of their democracy) diplomatic, eco-
nomic, and, if necessary, military support.
. .
all but universal praise accorded
Mr. Byrnes' address by the American
press is based on the assumption that this
- new policy is the inevitable outgrowth of
long series of Russian acts of agression
“afmed ultimately at world conquest. We
‘are, according to this thesis, fighting fire
_with fire, turning sgalnst the Russians
the methods they themselves have imposed
‘upon the world. And it Is argued that our
;, thin hope of preserving the uncer-

TE radlo audience participation show,
‘we must confess, Is not our favorite en-

tain bafflement when roars of laughter pour
out of the loudspeaker following one of the
of Kay Kyser, a man who can't let an

‘we are rapidly becoming an ardent fan of
‘Kay Kyser, the good citizen.

_From the beginning of his career In the
.fall corn of network radio Mr. Kyser has
jEde-it-clear-that-he is-still-a resident-of
orth-Garolina:-on -leave from his native
th only long enough to garner all those
thousand dollar bills avaflable in New York
. and Hollywood to & man of his peculiar
talents. Between contracts he comes home
to Rock Mount to recuperate, as he is doing
at the moment. But Mr. Kyser's idea of a
vacation is strenuous, indeed. for he
jumped Into the middle of a half dozen
local projects before he got his cap and
gown stored away.

He went to Manteo to plug “The Lost
Colony”. He followed that with & stump
tour of the state on behalf of the new med-
{cal care plan, winding #t up with a rousing
.speech in Ralelgh that prompted one vet-

Another Voice

New York State, Democratic optimism
is rising after four lean political years,
orts The New York Times, “due to the
nation of Erastus Corning II as can-
te for lieutenant governor.”
‘Reading this, and remembering that lieu-
nt governors usually are the merest
to political tickets, we read on
ly in quest of the Hon. Corning's quali-
ons. He s a war veteran, it seems, dnd
or. of Albany at 36, And what else?
tory_unfolds,
yor Corning, who was drafted to make
was drafted into the Army
He rose, in seventeen mont

could

'New American F breigrz Policy

which must prevall if the peace is to be

tain peace lies in taking now what Walter
Lippman’ hes called “a calculated risk of
war.”

Measured against the fumbllng appease-
ment of 1918-1938. this new, positive Amer-
ican policy can even be called heartening.
Certainly it 1s an improvement over the
fatal drift our previous Isolationism guar-
anteed, In the sense that anything is better
than nothing. But measured against the
high hopes of 1045 as embodied originally
in the United Nations charter, it represents
abject fallure, for it commits the United
States. for the first time in her history, to
leadership of & bloc of European and Asla-
tic mations bound together by economic
and military treaties. Mr. Byrnes' speech
at Stuttgart s an epltaph for the dream of
One World which sustained us through the
dark vears of World War II.

Logic is all on the side of those who ar-
gue that the Russians are largely to blame
for creating a situation that left us no al-
ternative but to abandon our traditional
tdeallsm and take up the crude tools of
power politics. Certainly we have been
given ample provocation for a great deal
more than strong words: Timmy Byrnes is
the very symbol of the patient and tolerant
man who has finally been driven too far.
Yet our own record since the Japanese sur-
render hardly supports the picture of an
open-hearted nation ready to make gen-
uine sacrifices in the name of peace. Our
Tobleé words have not quite jibed With 6ar
deeds; a less suspicious power than Russia
might have questioned the intentions of a
nation that celebrated victory over the
Axis by taking up & plan for universal mill-
tary training. by maintaining full produc-
tion in her atomic bomb factories. and by
insisting loudly that she would retain any
and all captured Pacific bases she might
deem necessary. We are ready now to un-
dertake the “calculated risk of war". but
we were never ready to undertake the cal-
culated risk involved in seeking peace by
yielding a portion of our sovereignty to a
world organization.

'URIOUSLY, in this moment when we
have faced up the hard facts of World
War III and formulated a foreign policy
predicated upon_its probabllity, it is a sol-
dier who sounds the sole official note of
caution. Dwight Elsenhower, speaking in
Boston, urges a supreme natlonal effort to
head off the calamity of another war, “Our
determination in this particular effort
must be inexhaustible, because upon its
successful outcome depends the future of
civilization. ours included . . . We must
show . ... respect for all, and patience and
determinatlon in winning over any that,
through fear, hope for revenge, or any
seifish purpose, are blinded to their own
national, as well as the world's interest.”
Note that General Eisenhower says “win
over”, not annihilate. More than any other
American, the General is in a position to
know that his own profession is at the end
of the road; total war means total destruc-
tion and never again will man prove a
point by force of arms. It remains to be
seen if America and Russia can long sur-
vive in the area just short of military con-
flict, seeking, each in Its own way, to prove
a good many points by the threal of the
force of arms.

Distinguished, Patriotic Tar Heel

eran politician to remark, “Thank God,
he's not planning to go into politics.” And
now the Ole Professor of the College of
Musical Knowledge is plumping up support
for the North Carolina Symphony.

It doesn’t seem likely that a man who
pursues Mr. Kyser's vocation and is so ob-
viously at home on any platform anvwhere
should be troubled by undue modesty. Yet
he laughs off his gond works in his clown's
manner, even though it is apparent that he
is giving generously of his time and money
and without any thought of publicity, for
nothing he is doing is calculated to bring
him fame outside his-home state.

The other day when he made 2z gift to
the Symphony, Mr, Kyser insisted that he
did so only because his old classmate, Edi-
tor Spencer Murphy of The Salisbury Post,
“was passing the hat and he made a touch
and made it heavy.” But Mr. Murphy cor-
rected him with the statement: “It should
be more properly said that a distinguished
and patriotic Tar Heel has made a substan-
tial contribution to the North Carolina
Symphony Endowment Fund.”

Mr. Murphy is quite a kidder himself on
oceasion, but we don’t think his tongue was
very far in his cheek. His estimate of the
Ole Professor strikes us as essentially
sound. .

How To Chosse A Candidate

have been in the Air Corps) Concelvably
to brigadier general? (He was, after all, a
Democratic politician.) No, to none of these,
But to— |
private first class, with a Presldentlal
unit citation, a Good Conduct Medel, and
combat infaniryman's badge.

The last of these recommendations are,
in a very real sense, the meaningful ones.
But the “private first cldss,” we suspect, is
the political talking point. The hedgerows

.._of contemporary polities, for that matter, .
are full of generals and mirals with
placeholding ambitions. The honors in New
York, however, will fall upon a Pfc. We
think 16 # just about time.—Asheville Citi-
zen.

~more vexed:=and worried,

" Mr. Bevm Is App oachmg An Agreement Wlﬂl Hlmself v

People’s Platform

The Spirit Of 46

CHARLOTTE
Editors, THE NEWS:
'ROM observation and experience, I have found the
attitudes and appreciation of the GI, as related to
his training and study, to be both cheering and in-
iring.
i thoug t that your readers might appreciate my
polnt of view, as shown in my latest poem, “Spirit of
the GI Student”:

Pride of theh‘ country’s strength when first the call
. _%a3 mads

To serve in )cmder “far off place ‘gainst foe and raid

‘The very jaws of death, the embattlements of Hell,

To keep our way of life secure, end keep it fully well,

PFrom farthest Maine and deepest South, from reaches

to the West

That cavelcade went rolling on with hopes and feel-
ings bles!

Through per “lous fient end deep despair, through
agony end str!

Their soane. encomphssed hope forlora in that wide
realm of life.

From Coral Sea to Normandy, from Burme ta the

anks
This mighty surge, the War's full urge gave victory
and thanks

to Him Who brought them through—their future
lives foretell
That opportunity be glv'n unto each man and well.

Be to

‘To--rediscover.-to-recreate, to educate each mind...

And so thereby their worth to try 'mongst all of
humankind,

Now glad the day and good the task that gives each
one the prize

In going back to studying and learning to be wise—

To use the talents God hath giv'n, in never-ending

ways
In striving for the greatest good, itself a mark of
Ppraise,
©Oh, great that land and rich its people where human
worth survives
Because an honest. debt is peid which permeates our
ves

—LESLIE A. OUTTERSON
Instructor in English
Central High School.

Taste Of Justice

Edltors, THe NEWS:
'HE War Department’s Committee for Military Jus-
tice is having & hearing right now on whether or
not enlisted men should be allowed to serve on mili-

tary courts martial.

As a vet who had & taste of the kind of justice
handed out by all-officer boards, I can say that sny
change would be for the better.

I got involved in a ruckus on the Pacific Coast
and found myself in & brig — Whereat I sat for nigh
two months before they got around to noticlng that
I was among those present.

C‘HARLUTT}

what those In the brig thought about courts martial.
Naturelly, they were prejudiced.

T found that they didn't give a hang what their
sentence was. They knew it would be tough, stlff,
and in some cases, ridiculous.

And their chief gripe was. “those officers will
break it off in us." They didn't add, because we are
enlisted men, or because they think they're better
than we are—they just knew they would.

They went to their trials ltke kids going to a
drunken parent for a beating.

As for enlisted men on the courts martial—that
wouldn't do either. Those enlisted men who have
enough sense to know what justice is are weil aware
that they are a little brighter than the average en-
listed man.

And that's just what makes officers want to push
the lttle boys around.

As a wise man once said, “There aln't no justice.”

—VETERAN'S NAME WITHHELD.

Look Homeward, Angel |

MYERSDALE, PA.
Editors, THE NEws:

OTE enclosed clippings showing how well and
ed_for b

Bame Nover

Mr Byrnes’ Address

STUTTGART
magisterial address which

his_wt

truly comprehensive sna
coherent statement of American
policy toward postwar Germany. It
thus filis a lo‘ng-telt want and will
have important repercussions not

Genmny but throughout
Europe.

Since VE-Day, the charge has fre-
quemly been made that the United
tes has no policy toward Ger-

its_provisions have so far béen
honored only in the breach, as Mr.

brln( aboub Q.he economic

T0nes, 58
n.lpnhud in nnt agreement. The
barriers between the four sones, he
2aid, are far more difficlt to sur-
mount than those between normal
independent stetes. The cquitable
distribution of essent
Hea throughout !hc former Mn'.h
has not been arranged. No nation-
wide co-ordination of transparta-

m-ny except one

expedients and hour-to-hour im-
pmmnlons ‘The presslon  was
pretty general at one, ume that- we
did not know quite where Wo were
going so far as Germany was con-
cerned nor fust how to get ther
‘This charge wea never wholly well-
founded, but there was enough con-
fuslon In our policy toward Ger-
many in the early months of the
occupation to give substance to the
accusation anyway. Whatever truth
there was In the criticism regard-
ing -our lack - of polley hsa not
been made invalid.

e may agree or disagree with
the particular principles enunclated
by Mr. Byrnes in hils Btutigart
speech, but it cannot be denied
that !hey represent a workable

action. What makes
'.hL‘l stutwan declaration by the
Secretary of State all the more
impressive is not that it repre-
sents any new departure in Ameri-
can policy, hut that so little of it
is really n
PRODUCT OF EXPERIENCE

The speech iz the product of
more than @ year's experience by
Americans in Germany in terms
of uitimate aims and the means
to achleve them. The Byrmmes speech
atems to no small extent from the
Potsdam Declaration that was ac-
cepted not only by the United
States but also by Great Britain
and Russia more than s year ago
Much of the speech is also to be
found, particularly {5 suggestion
regarding the unification of Ger-
man economy, In the Secretary’s
address to the Council of Foreign
Ministers on July 11, 1946.

As ® working program for the
transformation of Germany from
an aggressor nation to one cap-
nole of taking it place in the
family of nations, the Pottsdam
Declaration represents a resson
ably good beginning, but many of

Samuel Grafton

tlon, and
services has been carried out. !'bod
from the parts of Germany thal
ralse a aurplul 18 not moved to tho
food-minus areas, nor.is thers any
unimpeded movement of industrial
products across the zones.

The result of these contraven-
tlons of the spirit and the lstter
of the Potsdam Agreement has
been to make Germany an economic

-that can
be 1njunoul. not only to Germeny,
but to the occupation powers
well,

More than any other natlon it
is Russis which has been respon-
alble for the failure to implement
the Potsdam agreement. Yet despite
this record, it. was Russia’s For-
eign Minister, Vischeslav Molotov,
who last July declared that Russia
had favored Germany unification
from the first—unification, more~
over, on & centralized-rather—than
s Federalized basis, with the Rubr
and Rhineland remalning within
Germany’s borders, This declara-
tlon was warmly applauded in Ger-
many, where it tended to obscure
the collateral declaration by Molotov
in favor of the payment by Ger-

many to Russia of 10 billion dollars
In reparations, much of it to come
out of current German production.
TWIN HOPES

Mr. Bymes holds out to the
Germens the twin hopes of eco-
nomic recovery snd steadily de-
veloping self-government. At the
same titme, he has made it clear
that millterily we do not intend
w0 clear out of QGermany for a
long time. We are in Europe to
say. and. being in Europe, we do
not intend to sit by snd do noth-
ing. The Byrmes statement of prin-
ciple 15 a gt deal more than a
verbal manifest. It ls also @ pro-
gram of action which we not enly
intend to carTy out, but so. far as
it lies within our power, are earry-
ng out,

A Disorderly Peace

NEW YORK

THE, taxis run. and stop st the
red aignals: the elevators make
their accustomed flights in the high
bulldings; the fmmense clockwork
of the metropoils whirrs steadily,
and well: but men are depressed,
because they feel that under this
surface order there ls disorder. A
friend goes to see two or three
documentary flims that were made
by our Government during the war;
and he returns from the showing
gray and depressed.

s good thing for himself by walk-
ing through the theatrical district
late at night, with his stack of
nouting enly the sin-

1a!” in an ominous

Thats all. brother: and he
papers, for the night is darker now
in these narrow streets than it ever
was during the brownout. That ®as
an orderly darkness, & preparation
for light to come: today's bright
lights have more of terror in them
than the unignited bulbs of two
years ago.

dear Laxpayers v~h0 ioot me bills.

. wouldn't it be better politics. better busi-
ness, Bnd. better sense to take care of our own and our
own only, even If the debt is seemingly erased by time.

- As_I_suggested in a_recent letter to_you. all of.

our World War I veterans should be pensioned as
they are all over 50 now and cant get employment,
Bifts to other countrles run Into billions of
dotiars ne that L b ay.
‘What's wrong with giving momey away to the
home  folks?
—BENJAMIN MEYERS.

Welcome Home, Sam
MYRTLE BEACH, S. C.
Mr. Samuel Grafton, columnist: Weicome back,
Samuel. I have missed your finely expressed,
keen observations and wise opinions while you were
away. But your substitutes were very good.

I hope you had a most pleasant vacation, but if it
doesn’t help you to write better that will be all right.
You were dolng splendidly before you.went.
I learned better I was afraid you were away per-

—G. E. BOYD,
P.S. Since writing the above I have read vour
“Gloom Amldst Boom”, I belleve your vacation made
you keener.

- -almost intolerable today: they

_Before_____

years ago. but they seem now like
macd antiques, with thelr babble
about the unity of the trree great
These motton pictures are

splin-
ter whatever is left of ones sense
of order in this worid, and after
seeing them, and after realizing
what an immense has
fallen upon the planet, the trim
orderliness of the metropolis be-
comes an ironic thing, ltke s clock
still ticking on a dump heap, order
precise and pointless. And almost
everything one does in the smooth.
machine-like city, from buylng a
dinner to managing a halr cut, has
the same fronic feel to it, order
masking disorder, a hit of surface
order covering & great internal dis-

EMPTY DOORWAY

one remembcrs the OWI
verflowing om. ul
their b\lﬂdln‘ on Fifty-Seventh
Street: aflame, so many of them,

with the hope-that-the—world—was—FDR'S-ORDER-BROKEN

going to be one, nnd 80 dexpentely
trying to speak message
]msusxes ‘The buudinz lfemx de-

The People’s Platform ts available to any
reader who cares to mount it. Communications

possible, and on only
Libet and obscenity will be deleud-atkeru)iso
anything goes. Each letter must be signed. al-
though, in erceptional cases and upon request,
we will withhold the writer's name.—Editors,
TaE Newd,

During those weeks, I had a chance w henr jun

Drew Pearson’s
Merry-Go-Round ©

hight: the high deorwey ls empty.
It is always bad to feel that things
were better before, but it is crazy
bad to stand on that derk Broad-
way corner and to sense how an
orderly war has given way to a dis-
orderly place.

And someone tells ime ~there ix
& New York newsboy who makes

BETTER THEN

And shall it be = steak tonight.
sir? The waiter thinks perhaps it
ought to be. for beef is going
be scarce again; the farmers sold
all they had this Summer, to make
the most of the high prices. Even

beet. like the bright lights, has

with light, but it seema somehow
more om! meat was
scarce and the lamps were down.

The men are out of their
building on Fifty-Seventh St, and
no one spesks for unity across the
world; and at home Americans have
been turned against each other in
that dry civil war which is ealled
inflation: and the man in tha cor-
ner gobbles his beef, to tnrlet that
he.sold. some..stocks .today. But he
cannot eat enough, he cannot pos-
sibly eat enough.

‘When there is & sense of order
—in- the-world; & sandwich~
but when order goes, mountains of

Rhe—beef will not drive away hunger,

nor will banks of lights dispel the
dark. The little bit of order which
a man named Roosevelt established
for so short a time hes
en: and what is left becomes a
parody of order, as the great hum-

ming ~metropolis-itself-dwindles -to
X comment on & cnsos wide a3 the ~
‘worl

Truman Cools Toward Old Press Friends

willdo, ——

. Bupposed close friends of the press.

‘WASHINGTON

EWSMEN probably won't write about it, but President

Truman's Bermuda trip climaxed a significant change in

his relations with the press. The old deys of Intimate,

chummy talks have now vanished, Truman was cool, sloof,
even chilly.

Somi

this rule to ask why Rhode Island's Senator Theodore Green
was mot invited aboard the Willlamsburg, the President
nearly snapped his head off.

Note —From a foreign relations viewpoint, Truman’s

tightening up on the press is a good thing.: From:one end
of & veranda at Reel's Foot Lake, Tenn., lub yelr be gave
1d d newsmen a he atomic

And for good of most
trusten news Toiends et him- down.  OFt-tharescora Jalks
which the President thought were going only to half

people lesked out and became the property of millions.

Most. di.s&lluslening of these was » yeunlon of the “Hard
Rock Club”, a grou dozen newsmen who covered
‘Truman’s vlce-prealdenual Campaign when he was ignored
by the rest of the country.

Several weeks ngo the President invited the boys to an
evening on the yacht Williamsburg. They played poker, drank
bourbon and generally let their hair dowm—especially the
President. - He was indiscreet enough to tell all about the
Russian situation and what he thought of Chester Bowles—

then OPAdministrator.

His remarks were not complimentary. Truman minced
no words about either Bowles or the Russians and it wss
hard to say which he llked least. Though he favored OPA,
he thought the fight to win its approval from Congress
would .not have been so hard if Bowles had not fssued 30
much propeganda and talked oo much.

Shortly afterward, Time megazine published a brief ac-
count of this very confidential evening. Blame for the leak
fell upon Edward Lockett, Times staffer who is a member
of the Hard Rock Club.

man was £o indignant that for a long time he would
not speak to Lockett. Other club members virtually ostra-
cized him.

Later, the Chicago Sun's Tom Reynolds, no member of
the club, wrote another account of the President’s off-the-
record remarks on that memorable evening. Natually, Tru-
man's views got back to the Russi 'This made him even

T which: never showld have been released except aftér
the most careful consideration. At his early press confer-
ences no question was too direct or too ticklish for the Presi-
dent to answer. Now r. Truman has realized that his
words echo round the wrold; that'no President of the United
States can give snap answers.

Jackson Back To Normaley
(HIEF JUSTICE FRED VINSON had an important -talk
with Justice Bob Jackson during the latter'’s trip :here
from Nuernberg. Jackson seemed to have regained hisper~
spective and was more rational than at the time he unloosed
his blast at Justice Hugo Black. He gave every indication

that he would cc—operau at the coming Supreme Court ses-

sion.
Jackson's friends atiribute nis erratic statement (o the
of the trjals. Looking ‘tay

after day at the Nazi prisoner:
killing 6,000,000 péople, they explain, would get any man down;

Mrs. Trumnn s Onions
YIRS, TROMAN tan't advertising it, but ns' her contribu-

- coming ‘and two ‘going.
.- Texas; will step up toreplace able Jim McGranery:as assistant

s who were responsible for.

‘Truman shooed the Servnnu out of the Prealdermu klu:hsn
and the ladies took o

‘They . concocted quilc a luncheon, featuring—as is only
natural when one ls studying Spanish—Spanish onions. To
those.who whiffed the odor in the rest of the White House it
seemed .that onlons was.about all the ladles cooked.

At the next lesson teacher Ramos was curious to know
the after~effects . of his hngulsuc luncheon. He had never
been in the White House

"And whhb dld the Pru(dent think of our lunchean!" he

“He dld 't thl.nk anything about it at all” the First
Lady replied, quite truthful

“But Margaret did” she added. "Mnrgsret came into the
White House and said the whole place stank.

Capital Chaff

PRESIDENT ‘TRUMAN: was serlnus!y seasick twice during
his Bermuda  vacation.- :He -had: the  miseries two :days
.-« Donald : McGregor,. of - Houston,

ask

to: the “Attorney General when the latter. becomes. &' Federal
Judge:in Phllldelvhll i1, CApable  caresr-man ‘Gus Vanech
of :the Justice ‘Department “wil win reward lry being mld! an

hat'
tion to the good-neighbor policy she has been studying .

Spanish.

Her class consists-of various Cabinet wives and ladies of
e ladies :

Supreme Court, including Mrs. Stanley. Reed.
Loy under live-yire tutor Ramon Ramos o Cul

r Ramos is one who believes i making his class.

ssians.

from now on the Chief Executlve has decided not to
be the naive and trusting gentleman he once wu with his
e Bermuda
trip, for inatance, he gave Press Secretary oﬂ- nf Ross {n-
structlons-that newsmen were to l&k no questions’ which did
no Ltln eotly ‘to the trip. ‘hen one

pots and
yould

YOONT WO o

for him. Be has his lady Atudenu do
and talk about it in. Spanish as they:do it. i

One’dt the things he concocud (01' them’ h do_ was ('A)Ok

a meal in the White House and u;e tfood,

pans,: dish-rage.an lhm/ 0.



