Publisher

-
 BARRY 8, AsaMoRE

2.E. DOwD.
: Assoclate Editer

- Editor

TUESDAY. AUGUST .6, 1946

T is easy enough ta find abstract sup-

. system in the South. Any serious student
of government recognizes the olgious
handicaps of operating a bi-partisan form
of Government with only ane active party.
“and most of them trace the Sourh’s politi-
cal troubles to the absence of farmal par-
tisan con But it is ne
when support comes frop
side, from a’successful Dr:
holder wha sirps forward ¢

praciical
c office-

DeLesseps Morris
Jeans. has done Juq that. He i a nm,nc;,u
by birth and inclination, and
has suceessfully practiced the pohtieal arts
in one-party Louisiana for aenerations, bt
the young mavor recoenies that his ety
and his state have paid Cilv for the
solid Demacracy “ T helieve that 1f we have
a two-party system in New Orieans and

Louisiana. our leaders will rate national
Tecognition and we wili gel a share of
the offices, and cansideration to which ave

are entitled. As it is, we are eternally by-
passed by the Federal Government. It con-
aiders us always in the bae. And. in spite
of any ideas to the comtrars, politics plays
8 part Jn the decisions made on Federal
matter:

That’s the Xind of ¢ that should ap-
peal to the most practical politician. The
great majofity of Southern Congressmen
have now broken with the Democratic

i .port for establishment of a {wo-party.

Party anyway. and it appears. from their
uniform success in the primaries, that a
matority of their constituents are In sym-
pathy with their conservative andor Re-
publican record. Would thix not be a like-
Iv time for the G. O. P. to launch a strong
e to capture Dixie?

As The Atlanta Constitution points out,
the Republican Party has traditionally
demonstrated an extreme reluctance to
spend the time” and money necessary to
make its disreputable Southern branch a
genuine factar In Southern pollties. Never-
fheless. the last greal barrier to a Repub-
liean revival-the fear of the Negro vote—
is being steadily battered down. and the
rent disinteexation of the Democratic
«New Dealt Parlv might very well set the
stage for a G. O. P. coup In 1948 com-
parable to that of 20 years ago.

Tin Nrws, like Mayor Morrison. 1s Demo-
eratie by birth and Inelination, but for the
very reasons he sets forth we would wel-
come a G O. P. resurgence in these parts.
The Republicans in North Carolina already
have a surprising numerical strength. even

though they have long been gerryman-
dered inta impatence We commend
Narth Carolina to Republican Chairman

Reere as providing a golden opportunity
for a test effort to drive a wedge into the
Snlid South. The resulis, we think. might
surprise us all, Democrats and Republic:
allke

Higher Wages For Textile Workers

JRACTICALLY every textile worker in

the South has now received a wage in-
erease of eight cents an hour and a right
eprightly little debate has arisen over who
deserves their thanks

The various manufacturers associations
Insist that the increase is a voluntary ef-
fort on their part to meet the rising cost
of living. Some of them add that It is also
in line with their traditional poliev of
sharing profits in good times. which these
undoubtedly are.

But the labor unions. now engaged in an
all-out assauit on the last great citadel of
the unorganized. charge that the wage in-
crease was designed to ward off unioniza-
tion, insisting that the unions are there-
fore directly responsible for it. The CIO
house organ, Tertile -Labor. comments
darkly upon the singular coincidence that
the increase came “within 48 hours after
the Textile Workers Union of America,
CIO, had prepared formal demands upon
ite contract mills for a general wage in-
creage in the South.”

— Our interest in the debate is quite mild.
and we suspect that. as usual. the truth of
the matter lles somewhere between the two

- extreme positions. What does interest us
is that the wage Increase. which amounts
o about 11 per cent on industry payrolls,
brings textile wages up ta an all-time high.

The range is now from 73 cents minimum

to $108 top. figures thm would have

seemed like figments of 2 fevered imagina-
tion only a decade ago,

It is quite true that $29.20 a week doesn't

buv verv much these dave In comparison
with the rise in cost of living the rise In
wages over a ten-vear period mav represent
no gain at ali. But the rise In llving costs
is temporarv. and will pass when inflation
passes. While wages are aiso likely to re-
cede somewhat. there is reason to believe
that permanent gains have been made
that will survive the recession.

For one thing textile wages have now
crept far above the present Federal minl-
mum wage of 40 cents an hour, and have
at last exceeded the proposed 65-cent min-
imum which the manufacturers fought last
Fall. Surely their objections will be less
vociferous when the minimum wage
comes up for discussion again. as it cer-
tainly will at the next session of Congress.
They will play info the unions hands if
they argue against a 65-rent minimum on
the ground that. while it costs them noth-
ing now. it .mizht prevent their making
drastic wage reductions in the future.

Another, and more important considera-

‘tion. is that the latest wage increase has

cut into the traditional North-South wage
differentinl. It still exists, but it has
shrunk. and there is reason (o hope that
this ancient Southern economic burden
may finally be eased.

By and Jarge. it would appear that the
73-cent minimum wage comes close to lift-
ing textiles out of the old classification of
Jow-wage industry.. That is a significant
gain, for the region and for the indusiry
itself, and 3t augers well for the South’s
uncertain future after today’s bubbie has
burst.

The Waichdogs From Tarheelia

HE fact that four Tar Heels have now

obtained a complete corner on the
fiscal operations of the United States Gov-
ernment has occasioned a good deal of
surprise among outlanders, and apparently
even a little concern. "For practical pur-
‘poses,” writes a Washington correspondent
of The Chicago Sun. “North Carolna is
replacing New York as the financial center
of the United States under the Truman
Administration.”

The Sun correspondent motes. with awe,
how Tar Heels have assumed control of
every stage of the Federal financial process

« Representative Doughton. as Chairman af
the House Ways & Means Commiitee, has
more to do with the drafting and passage
of tax legislation than anvy other indi-
vidual in Washington. O. Max Gardner,
as Undersecretary of the Treasury. Is in
direct charge of collecting the taxes de-
vised under Representative Douehton's
supervision. James E. Webb. new director
of the budget. has rontrol of all spending
of public moneys by agencies of the Exe-
cutive Department, which means virtually
al] Federal spending And,finally. Lindsay
‘Warren, the comptrolier general, is charped
with auditing and checking Mr. Weob's
expenditures.

It might be argued that there I3 nothing
in the background of these four North
Carolinians — with the possible exception
of Mr. Gardner—to qualify them for the
most staggering financial assignment -in
history. Technically, we suppose, lhis is

Another Voice

Cool As A

ENATOR CLYDE R. HOEY. according to
the Washington bureau of The Daily
News, is fast becoming the envy of all
those whom the mid-Summer heat tightens
at the neck and walstband and causes 10
.nelt in-between. The junior Senaior from
North Carolina riever turns a hair -not
‘even one of those sloping down weil upon
_'the collar of his swallow-tail coat. At any
moment he seems, as he likely.is, ready
for a boatride, barbecue, watermelon-cut-

ury; of acquaintance with him we have
Jever been sble- to_dectde; but we have

true. They have little big-time banking
experience behind them. but instead have
arrived at their present eminence along
the traditional political route

Nevertheless. all four of these gentlemen
are endowed with a quality we like to
think of as pecullar to North Carolina.
As is proper and fitting for a people dom-
inated by their Scotch-Irish background,
Tar Heels have a high regard for a dollar,
and this vegard is increased. rather than
Jessened, when the dollar in question is
public money This is not mere parsimony:
rather it is a passionate conviction that
the people deserve maximum value for
the tax money they vield up so painfully
to the Collector of Infernal Revenue.

Just last week Lindsay Warren, festifv-
g before the Mead Commlitee, arose in
righteous anger to condemn sloppy Fed-
eral spending policies. “Damnable” was his
word, and we are rertain it would also be
used, with embellishments. by Messrs.
Doughton. Gardner and Webb if anyone
has orcasion to ask them for an opinion.

This attitude !s as valuable as it i5 rare
in Washington. It more than offsets the,
lack of experience of the Doughton-to-
Gardner-to-Webb-to-Warren combination
among the balance sheets and compto-
meters. Clerks can take care of the de-
tails and we can all rest much easier in
the knowledge that they are at work under
the eagle ryes of men who are congenitally
npposed to seeing money poured down rat-
holes,

Cucumber

and so far as we have been able to per-
ceive. he doesn't even pant.

A part of this no doubt. comes from
having long. ago decided on his modis
operandi. In public-affairs he is willing to
trust his all to the Democratic party: in
private he holds with the Methodist Epis-

- copal Church, "aforétime South. but now

as we understand it exlendmg evenly in all
directions.

And what's a blt of over-baiting on bar-
becue, an extra slice or so of watermelon
or a couplée of glasses of ice-water to a
man who is all unsteamed-up. inside?

. Temperament does it—and by tempera-
ment,_we mean just exactly, the reverse.of

ment,

<€
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Principle And Practice

CHARLOTTE
Editors. THz NEws:
TOUR editorial, “Operation McMinn Can't Be Jus-
tified", is an excellent example of the difficulty
of applying principle to practice. The dess which it
expressed are entirely valid and on the surface it
would seem that the ex-GIs of MeMinn County were
1o impatient with constituted authority and thought-
lessly engaged in a verv dapgerous undertaking In
their drastic action during the recent Tennessee elec-
tions,

Unfortunately the abstract principles which vop
uphold have nothing to do with the actual case. Fan-
tastic as 1 may sound, civil government in several
Tennessee counties has broken down and has been
in this condition for quite a few vears. European
dictatorships. according to our American way of
thinking. were tand some still arer evil, because of
their distegard for individual rights in their pursuance
of what they considered to be the national good.
Dictatorship. American style, bas not even the goal of
the welfare of the nation to recommend it.

It is difficult for North Ci

evil effect in the long run. and no doubt most all
veterans realize this. There has been little indication
of such a movement to far, and ‘Operation McMinn'
is certainly not one. They were simply the only group
of people who possessed the “Know-how™ to do &
necessary job.

If ail of the mbove sounds unbelievable.. you wait
and see the ‘GI’ ticket in McMinn County take office
in September. For the job that was done fhere is &
good one, end should not be without moral te us in
North Caroline, or the citizens of any siate. The
conditions which made ‘Operation McMinn' Decessary
developed in our own America in a section inhabited
by ‘old American’ stock. and under & democratic
system. The citizens of MeMinn County became care-
less in who thev elected io public office in a free
election and soon they had no more free eections.
They brought il upon themseives but they found the
solution themselves, however drastic it may have been
Let us not put our faith in democracy. or any other
system, but in ourselves. Government Is the respon-
sibility of each one of us as an ipdividual. not the
t & system.

only 1o palitical squabbles, occasional petty graft,
eic. to realize the extent to which democratic gov-
ernment. can fail if it Is permitted to do so. Picture,
i you can. a Mecklenpurg County in which an un-
scrupulous man succeeds in getting into his hands the
entire police authority and proceeds to stage elections
1o suit himself. No watchers for anv of the opposi=
tion are permitted to Conerve sleciions: the people
sre permitled to vote but the votes are counted by
this police chief and his henchmen: and these votes
are counted so as to accomplish whatever purpose he
desites; if the election involves only county snd city
offices, he simply elects whoever he desires {o what-
ever office he wishes them to hold: if the election
is one which involves Staie or National offices. ne
delivers whatever number of votes are needed to out-
weigh those of any counties where an honest election
is held: the only check upon the mumber of votes
he can deliver is the population of the county: for
abviously he cannot get by with returning twice an
many votes for his chosen candidate in a State or
National election as there are people living in the

county.

ich a situalion would be intolerable if this
man used his power simply to contral elections and
gave the people reasonable good government without
too much graft in return. Bul suppose instead, that
this dictator used his power solely for_his own per-
sonal benefit and that of his cohorts. All of the vice
rackets in the county are organized and run by him,
1he schools are neglected and their physical property
aliowed to go fo ruin: in short he gives the citizens
nothing and takes all for himself.

Now there are wavs af correctlng these evils—
so we here might think. But investigations of elec-
tion frauds are strictly partisan affalrs. The people
of 8 county appeal to the State for relief from a
corrupt political machine which made the election
of 1hat State admivlstration possible. The people of
MeMinn County had tried that. It only made them
subject to reprisal from the police power of their
counly. So. afler some ten years of submitling lo
sich wn_intolerable condition in_their county. the
people of McMinn County staged a revolulion—lor
that is what Operation McMinn was—nol an election
riot. And the ex-Gls of McMinn County Hberated
® long-suffering people far more surely than any
they liberated in Europe. I personally, would like to
see them praised for thelr action, rather than con-
demned,

There are one or two other couniles. at least, in
Tennessee where the good people are praying for just
such a revolution. Perhaps the one In McMinn
County will serve them all. The banding tagether of
veterans for political purposes can have only an

Drew Pearson’s e
Merry-Go-Round °

ESPITE Secretary Byrnes' new,

covenants openly airived at, some " highly

Deace conference here. For obvious reasons

ssed in secrel. Here are some

of them:
B\'rues gol a report via the British Foreign
w selling captured German

cretly
arms to Sweden Tor rnsule o Argentina,
made him happy.

policy of keeping s way_from

This by ne

plead for arms. Eisenhower said no.

excuse that it needs foreign exchange.
a formal protest
the matter up with Molotov. personall

Byrnes.

ret sessfon No, 2—Moletov has "been -trying to lr'ue
bu mie Byrnes into giving permanent and officlal
nmogmuon of Latvia’s. Lithuania's and Estonia’s incorpora-
session, Molotov told Jimmie
4hat Churchill and Roosevelt both had given the nud to these:

tion into the Soviet. In one

means
e United States has followed o strict
Fascist Argentina, and
énl one_ month ago. Argoniine Ghiel of Staff Gen. Carlos
van der Becke madesa special trip to see Gen. Eisenhower to
Now it develops' that
Russia is gathering up arms from occupied Germany and
handing them over to Sweden for resale to Argentina on’the
in planning
in writing against ihis, also plans to- take

-~J. P. McCONNELL.

CHARLOTTE

rI‘m: recent happenings in Athens, Tenn. are re-

greluhle but they are only forebodings of wha:'s

me. The ex-GI's have proven jhat ther are not to

be deali with Tightly. In them Jiés a great potential
power. a force that must be reckoned with.

There are approximately 16.000.000 ex-Gi's and if
they are properly organized and work together. noth-
ing can stop them.

Let all the corrupt political machines take heed,
The ex-GI's are not going to stand for dirty politics.

‘These veterens, the cream of American manhood.
are the backbone of this mmtion. Upon them depends
in & iarge measure the future progress and growth of
this country.

By viriue of the educational benefits under the
GI Bl of Rights, the ex-GI's wiil become the best
educated and hest trained group In the country.

vy who fought for and saved this country are
the inheritors of it and will some day demand their
legacy.
—JAMES D. HARRIS.

CHARLOTTE
ESPECIALLY like that sentence “election frauds
are indefensible, but there are legal methods of
delllnl with them'

you will reread vour editorials over the years,
you will see how much
the opposite was true.
True, there are methods that are supposed to work

WASEI.NGTON

“election year who seems assured
of vlclory‘ it is Sen. Harry Plood
. Byrd e Senator from
Vlminh ls !upreme in his State
. the boss of & michm! gesred to a
‘remarkable perfec|
‘The Byrd m chl.ne 15 smooth, po-
lite. No-uncouth Talmadges intrade
on the Senator’s gentlemanly pre-
serve. Yet It is none the less hard-
bolled and efficien

In the light of lll this, 1t seems
» little strange that the Senator
should so fiercely resent any op-
position at all, The rumblings of
the PAC and the CIO, which have
comparatively little influence In
Virginia, make him wrathy. An edi-
torlal In the Richmond Times-Dis-
patch saying it was a heaithy thing
for democracy that the Senator
&hould not go entirely unopposed in
the primary, the declsive conts
-drew an angry blast from the
cnester Star, which is edued by
Harry F. Byrd Jr,

In the Senate, Byrd stands for
two things. ©ne i3 States’ rights,
the great clarion cry of the South.
The other ls economy.

ECONOMY AT HOME

Not long ago. the Times-Dispatch
ran a series of editorlals showing
that, economy might well begin at
home In Sen. Byrd's own State,
which is so_tightly controlled by
his own machine. The figures pre-
sented by the Richmond paper were
startling to Virgintans who imagin-
ed themselves as living In a Jeffer-
#onlan paradise With a state gov-
ernment that was a proper debat-
ing saciety for the sans of gentle-

Acuually. as the figures show, Vir-
Zinla has by far the greatest num-
er of State employees in propor-
tion to population of any State in
the group of the 19 most popuiols
Ten of these Stales ha

in 1942—before the ware

lime drain on menpower—of 16.-
300 This compares with in
v, 12,000 in \(..smun and

arth Carollna. Yet these
States ail outrank Virginia in popu-
latfon

When

the rx;uwx are stated in

they are even
E ]er Virginta one
tam employee for every

Peter Edson

Washington Man-Hunt

V«ASHINGTO'&'
HE sruggle 1o ger s wns
factory three-man Council
Economic o5

the Full Employment
ane of the longest
secord. ‘The Emplosment Ac
signed Feb 20 In the more !
five months since then. over 100
names have been in and out of
the White House hat

The three men selected were sli
Jast-minute surprise appolntments.

named the deadline af
confirmation by Senate before
adjournment.

Backers of the rmpioyment act
are inclined to take s rather
dismal view of the Presidents

cholces for his top econemic 8c-
visers.  No one

has  anythig

But  without

these men in  any

may  ask whether or
ree be:

the men
in the conntry and
interpret econcmic developments’

or “to formulate and recommend
- natlonal ecanomic policy 16 pro-
mote employment, production and
purchasing power under free com-
pelltive enterprise.”  These the
law specifies as the Councli's
duties.
FARM EXPERT
In Chairman Nourse. the Presl
dent got -vear-old  ex-pro-
fessor at Wharton, South Dakota,
Arkansas, and Towa State He
conservative  agricultural
economist

but give me a half dozen cases where thev hav

The Grange and the National

F there is one candidate in this -

Mlchl[ln‘ 300;
Virginia led them~all

Gov. William M. "Tuck of Vir-
ginia challenged these- figures. e
pointed -out that Virginia has cer-
tain services, such 2s a State-op-
erated liquor system, which other
states do not have. But even wuh
due allowance for these spacial ci
cumstences, the Virginia ﬁzuu-
looked high.
COSTS RISIN

As the Timcs-Duputeh polnt:d
out,- education, health and other
services In Virginia are notoriously
low. Finally, the paper showed that
the cost of the government in Vir-
ginia had risen just as fest as the
cost of the Federal Government,
and thet the number of State jobs
had been 1nr,m.\r.lnx at a rate three

high - s

times, In the “Federal
Government when war activity was
excluded.

These figures put Sen. Byrd's
clamor for Federal economy in quite
a different lLght. They point up
one of the startling contrasts in
this curlous political year.

The treasury of practically every
atate In_the Unfon is stuffed with
money. During the high productlon
and high prosperity of the war, all
that the states had to do was to
open the tax gate and the money
rolled in. At the same time, with
no unemployment and no relief. the
cost of state government went
down.

Governors todav can plan ‘publie
works and bulld up their payrolls,
which does no harm to an office-
holder up for re-election. With the
Federal Government, the situation
is exactly reversed. The grestest
public debt in history hamgs over
the Chlet Executive and his budge:-
ary officers.

State officials can prate sbout

<hington at the sams
time that they spend freely a: hom
Thls zives such political contende:

Thomas E. Dewey & decided
The contrast between rich
ew York Staie and
Gebi-ricden Washingion migkt be

s
look closely at canse srd effect,
DIFFERENCE ADDS
Treasury anaiysts re\rm!v ahow-
that the Pederal Government
iions from 1940 through
took in onlr 165 bilifons
In taxes. The states took in 58 bt
s in ent only 50
difference adds wup
in politics as well a3 in

1941, His fob however that
of dean af the College of B\mnu
A fration At the Universiy
of Nebraska

pse rxperience has been
counsel. v:ee-president.
and president of the Midwest Re-
fiming Co. and as vice-president
and cirector Standard Oil of
served niso ax
Omana Federal

I
“he
X
10 1939 he was ad-
Senate Comml‘tes
on  Government  Rearganization
Hix one book. "The Federal Trusr
fs a glonfication of the

R oanti-trust  iaw.
thinks i's wonderful. which fs
lrast something for an ex-Stan
ard Ol vice-president.

drafting the National
tarions Act
rarly housing and slum-ciearance
act

DEALER

Now 38 he fs 20-odd years
younger than the other twn. and
he fs a New Dealer, as agamnst
the ultra-conservative backgrounds
of Nourse and Clark. By profes-
sion, he ia & Columbia economist
and & ‘Harvard iawyer.

Thera you have the three $15.-
000-n-year men who must now
&0 to work and, before next De-
cember. prepare President Tru-

worked In North Carolina. Yon know there are lhings
that happen in our elections thai no one else but:a
politician would do. L

No one is able fo buck these machines. {f ‘the
machine is even half determined. & Sy aore
power o those that have guis enough lo see that
things are honest. That was ail they. Mr.: Dukgan
and Co. wanted. Right?

ORGE FREDINGTON.
OTE: We have found many faults with North
Carolina’s_election - machinery. but._we -have - never
found one that couldn't be cirrected by di
aroused public opinion,
Tennessee, but we have an idea . Boss Crump_ could
be deposed tomorrow -if the people of Sheiby. County.
really wanted to be rid of him. and:we don't believe
it would require the firing of .a " single: shot:
system of goverhment has so. degenerated:that Justice
can be obtalned only: by armed révolulion:we might
32 well scrap the ‘whole business and start over. Eds
Tur NEWS)

15 More! tenlwry from
)" Complete’ Frenchi”c .
rich cosl deposits pius” the- mdusu-]an
Obviously Jimmie Byrnes. o
" can'ttrade away :these’ ol
decided by the rvest of :the conference.
while the  delegates: barter ‘and. hag
many are drmmg dlngemu:ly—so dai
uM’I mny come
,Sen-lor La Guardia?
HE ex:muyor of New York. other
Little Flower, enjoyed everyihing a
ping :here except’the:fact:that' thi
‘didn't stage a_fire.. Asked wheu‘ler
Benate ‘from New:York.: L & i
T ke 8 s eng(n

Ed_Flynn. told;
o Brarme i omiekied P
Molotoff Cocktail
THE hard-hiitin

unee Bulh: states as part of Russia. The
OK. sald. was given at Teheran
‘ever, dldnl want 0 reccxmze me Baltic stites n yet.

and Yalta, Eyme.! how-

and France's hafid-

5 0. 3—! en Byrnes
hecked P'urexgn Mmm:r Bidnult,
been trying to persuade Bidaul
“United-Kingdom in unifying German;
b {ubborn.— Like_Attlce, he-ix

Bymu has
It to joln the U.8.A. and: the
But the

anspect that hie Ts Jackifig the
glands: affected by the rest of us,

what 15~ tizually called” Temper =

Greensboro Daily News.

l“ 'v\\l

i

Things may - be -different 1n’ -

LIf our

recommended
expert  be

Farm Bureau had
that * an  agricultural
named 1o the. Council. _ After
searching sl _over the country,
President Truman _found . Nourse
BAM & block - away :from . the
White" House. . in: the - Brookings
Insitition.: N'om!e Has: been . con-
nected. that’research - or-
canization. i 1923 aiid - has
been ila’ vice:president’ since 1942
nol Balleve. i the original
loyment . act principles,
1§62 8
_Iawyer: and: busiiiess’ man
college. pm{mor The
_of Sen

Secret Sessmns He dB

PARIS
laudable policy of open
important
meetings have been_taking place behind the scenes at the
certain things

m:

'NEA" - Washington:
- Wil &ppear in :this ‘space through--
ot _the

_isually. appears ‘here,
lon—Eds,, Tes NEgws.

man’s first Economic Report to
Congress.

This group is strong for eper-
ating fhe Govermmen! under a
balanced budgel. There is not
likely to be much encouragement

¢ - Governmen! - spending
from such Adviser
And-_when vou _top th
With . the . name _of - Secre
the: Treasiiry Jokn W. Snyder,: vou
Ret:‘an: idea of the really con-
servative -trend which _prevalls in
the: Truman: Administration . today.

The column - by - Peter - Edson,

correspondent;

projevts

- month of - August: while
Gralton, - whose - column.
on” vacn:

Bamel




