e to' Greensboro to borrow & few
to purchase a radlo station. The

The biggest textile deal in history, fin-
«ally announced this week, knocks that
“wishful thinking Into & cocked hat. J. P.
“@tevens .and Company of New York will
-shortly assume .operating control of 28

ing plants. some of
‘the biggest in the Carolinas. This Is a tex-
tile empire worthy of the name—woolen
mills in New England, cotton and ravon
spinning and weaving plants in the South,
finishing plants in both regions vet to
“gome. More than $100.000.000 iz involved in
‘the transaction, $81.700.000 of it in capital
stock, most of which will be exchanged for
B new issue of Stevens common.

Southerners. of course. will still hold a
.majfor interest in the new combine. But
seontrol of the vast chain passes to New
‘York and New England. where Institutions
ke J. P. Morgan and Company, which fi-
fianced the merger, can keep an eye on
operations. The proud dream of an eco-
:nomically independent South faded per-
ceptibly when details of the merger were

“announced.

* This is not fo say that the merger will
', mot be of great benefit to the region. Inso-
far as it serves to integrate textile produc-
tlon it will Increase efficiency. And there
s every reason to believe that the new
combine will continue to expand, building
“new plants as well as absorblng existing
. eompanies. Certainly it will contribute ma-
- terially to the increased industrialization
a sound Southern economy requires.

But Southerners, from Thomas Jefferson
“forward, have always had an ingrained
-fear of bigness—in industry. as well as In

Government. A corporation the sizs of the

new J. P, Stevens and Company makeés us

uneasy, and the fact that its nerve center
is outside the reglon increases our appre
hension. We keep thinking of old Pltch!ork

Ben Tillman's figure of speech—the gigan-.

tic .cow grazing over the South while her

udder hung suspended over Wall - Btreet .

where the bankers happlly drained off the
cream. '

Nor are these Southern fears entirely
unfounded. There has beén bmer experi-
ence with ab:

Capitalists secure in the Eut, measuring
their success In the figures on their bal-
ance sheets, have not always taken Into
account the human equation in the pro-
duction of cotton textiles. It hasn’t been
too many years since the opportunity to
exploit cheap labor was as big a factor in
establishing cotton mills in the South as
the avaflability of raw materials.

There have been many changes since
old Ben Tillman fixed his one good-eye
on the United States Senate and launched
into his blistering attack on the interests.
Perhaps the inhuman qualities he charged
to the Wall Streeters have disappeared; at
least they are not so readlly apparent.
Seif-interest dictates good labor relations,
for the experience of those dark years
proved that a sound business cannot be
malntained on the basls of exploitation.

But self-interest also dictates the freez-
ing out of competition. Ultimately, inde-
pendent Southern cotion processors, whose
ranks are thinning rapidly, will be ad-
versely affected by thls, as well as past and
forthcoming mergers. A lot of things, most
of them unpleasant, happen to non-integ-
rated weaving and knitting mills when in-
tegration absorbs their suppliers, trade
channels, and markets.

Perhaps we are unnecessarily ralsing old
ghosts in the face of progress. We hope so.
Certainly we shall be the first to rejoice if
the Stevens merger turns out to be an un-
mixed blessing for the South, even though
tt stands as evidence that the South is fat-
ed to continue indefinitelv in its role of
economic colony to the nation.

Are Buyers Free To Strike?

wishful talk of & buyer's strike to

‘bring a halt to rising prices is com-
forting, perhaps, but it 1z also = measure
of the consumer’s desperation. It is clear
now, or should be, that effective Federal
control of prices Is over and done with.
Whatever form OPA extenslon finally
takes, when President Truman and Con-
gress reach their compromise, it 1= too late

- tratively possible OPA bill.

It 18 possible that organized groups.
which means, of course, labor unions, may
inaugurate a sort of buyer's slow-down in
certain areas. Even unorganized consum-
ers may be able to force a reduction in the
prices of a few commodities, as they appear
to have done in the case of butter. But a
strike Implies a complete cessatlon of buy-
ing, a deliberate withdrawal from the
market. And, effective though this may be,
1t iz possible only in the case of luxury
goods. .

Men must eat, men must sleep, men must
wear clothes. The more fortunate may cut
down on the quantity and quality of the
necessities they purchase, but for many
millions the cost of a meager living already
equals their income. For them rising prices
mean increasing poverty and their freedom
to join a buyer's strike is the equivalent of
thetr freedom to commit suicide.

‘There may very well be a cessation of
buying i prices continue to climb at their
present rate. But this will result from the
-working of one of those natural laws we

hear so much about, not from a voluntary
decision- of 130000.800 buyers to strike
against the butcher, the landlord and the
haberdasher. We are troubled now with
demand that towers above supply: demand
may vanish some day when prices make
buying impossible for a majority of the
citizens,

And. this, of course, will bring prices
back into line, probably in s hurry. But it
will also bring attendant suffering to bus-
iness, large and small, for prices cannot
collapse without hurting somebody. And it
will come onlyv after the standard of living
of the majority of Amerleans has been se-
riously Impalred, after the savings of the
war years have been wiped out.

This is one way to bring the natlonal
economy back Into balance, apparently the
method preferred by our representatives in
Washington, and, unless they have com-
pletely lost their grip on the public pulse.
by a majority of the American people. But
it is certainly the hard way to do it, the
most expensive method that could possibly
have been devised.

There 13 nothing good about {nflation.
No amount of plous phrase-making can
change the hard economic fact that our
impatience with Federal controls has al-
ready cost us an assured perlod of genuine
prosperity; we threw that away in ex-
change for a few quick profits and an eco-
nomic future as uncertain as any we have
ever faced. We may escape disaster: in all
probability we will escape a complete eco-
nomic collapse. But we're going to pay
plenty before we are through; we’ll be for-
tunate Indeed if we can measure the costs
only against what we might have had.

The Docket Is Current At Last

WHEN Meck]enburg Buperior Court ad-
journed last week there were only 42
eazes ‘left on the décket, most of these so
0ld they will probably never be brought to
trial. The docket was In the best shape it
“has bren: in in'the memory of the oldest
Court officlal; for all practleal purposes

Bolicitor Whitener has attacked the stag-
‘gering problems of his new office with en-
ergy and genuine ability. He has cut none

the usual corners in disposing of the
mauss of court bustness; the nol prosse, the
‘device employed by the late John Carpen-
ter In his infrequent efforts to bring the
‘docket up to date, has been used sparingly
and always properly. The great backlog of
xuntried cases inherited by the new Solicitor
has been whittled away by trial. At his fn-
there have  been more apecial
s of court in Meckienburg in the past
months than ever before in history.

administration of justice down at

ibious " practices that lrequemly
travesty of justice still go on. But,

d large, Mr. Whitener has done all he .

o bring order out of chaos, and has
My:md'aur fondest expectations.
itor is due- the thinks of the

for his ‘efforts, Despite the po-

ation of local attorneys and court officlals,
He has more than merited their support,
and we are confldent he will continue to

. Teceive it,

Only one like Carmen Miranda, who
makes $201458 in & year, could afford an
old-fashioned bolled dinner for a hat.

Political dopesters sce Republican pros-
pects much Improved, thanks to Gen.
Apathy. We had hoped the man on horse-
back could be kept out of this,

. One hopes the caddte who accidentally
kicked Byron Nelson's ball and cost him
the title is kept well away from the atomic
bomb and custody thereof.

A Wwriter on economics says only half a
dozen men in the world money.

T W"E:LL. it kind of knocked me for a loop when I

People’s Platform
Knocked For A Loop

E. ROCKINGHAM  who has put us in this awful mess, F. D. Roosevelt
himself, Yes, we are in a wilderness, the wilderness
that Mr. Roosevelt wanted us in, end the mess, the
‘wilderness that Mr. man, and those Super-Bu-
regucrats have not thz vnherewmml to get us out.
or maybe do not want to get us out. THat is more
like it.

Yes, lets all hope and pray that we may be spared
a lot of cheap politicians at the next elections. Let
those who are not dead, (Mr. Roosevelt and Sldney
Hillman are dead), but such as President Truman,
Secretary of Commerce Henry A. Wallace. Senator
Barkley, Senator Pepper, and sny others of like
description hunt themselves not merely a patch of
woods, but 8 hole in the biggest forest in the entire
United States.

—E. R. C. BEST.

saw In THE NEWS about our boys returning from
service and saying “they couldn’t work for $22
week”. 1 wonder if they didn't work for less before
the war. All of the jobs where I work pay more than
that.

I sold my car in '42 and T have walked to work
every day since. I live & mile and a half from my
Job.” You know Uncle Sam takes $3.90 to $4.90 out of
my pay slip before I get it, to help pay the soldlers
§20 n week. What are they golng to do when the
52 weeks expire and they have to work for less?
You know everyone had & job to do to win this
war. It might not have been fighting, it could have
been work. The little place you had to fight for
might have been no blgger than your hand, but it's
the place you live in and that place was fought for
before you, the soldlers, were born. It was handed
down 1o you and me to fight for, if that's the way
we have to keep

There are plenty of Jobs, but we have to sweat Editors, T Nsws:
on them. The “good Book” says you have to earn  EpEAD in Tum News of the Jith of e notice from
your living by the sweat of our face, So there Is no ‘Spencer. Tenn., that Dr. James Monroe Smith.
job with work picked out of it. Men had ' g0  former president of Louisiana State University, who
to war before you, and return to the same problems g released from the Federal prison at Atlanta last
that you arc facing. They had fo make them & Dlace  February 5th will Teturn to the teaching profession.
{0 live in so why don't you? Don't ever think that Dr. Bmith wes found guilty of mail fraud, of
the world owes you a living without working for it. o ot SN TN e onay under false pre-
e "o ‘;’;fy“’:%ox"’,}ﬁ,,ﬁ“‘;ﬁfl tenses., He served six years in Loulsiana pepltentiary
Tos."We wore In this together, lot's see it through and ten months in Federal pen at Atlanta.
together. “United we stand, divided we 1,uvv Dr. Smith has been elected chief of the instruction

RANT. staff of the Burritt Preparatory School for boys and
will advise students on courses of study.

Dr. Smith's record does not permit him to be a fit
character to be a teacher and instructor in any school
and ) the school hoards elect such characters for
our schools and if the parents of this school do not
protest_this Dr, Smith tenching thelr boys, the stu-
dents should refuse to go to such a school.

—MRS. J. D. BIGGERS.

Unfit Character
CHARLOTTE

Mr. Satisfied

Edttors, Tre News:
PLEASE give me space enough In your {lne paper
for nn answer on Mr. Dissatisfled. It is true
what those Senators and Representatives insisted,
that prices without OPA would not be sny higher.
‘They are not. with one very distinct exception, name-
ly: SUBSIDIES. Otherwise, prices are the same.
With these subsldies, you pald for something that
¥you never got or saw, for that matter.

As for those Senators and Representatives be-
ing racketeers—just the opposite is true. Those who
want to hamstring the good old American way are
the racketeers, if there be any at all. This I serlously  for hm fust & few houra before.
doubt. wake up and realize that they themselves sro largely

With the OPA gnne theu s no such thing as &8 responsible for so high prices? As long as the
black market. Thank God that we once again have  “chumps” pay, prices will increase. When they
a free American, Eupply ‘and demand, mearket. One can.learn to turn thelr backs on outrageous prices
that those Communist-minded Democrats, who are and walk out, then, and only then, will prices get
now in the saddle, do not want and are not going down to normal. The only reason I can ses why

GASTONIA

You Pays Your Money . ...
: CHARLOTTE
Editors, Tue Nsws:
RIS & tolow v complatning to me about
how high prices had sky rocketed, yet before he

to have if they have their way.

It s true that sensible people do not try and
cross & bridge before they reach it, but in this case,
when the OPA hdg stolen the bridge and Tun off
with _it, how can you cross 12

The maln complaint of OPA came not Irnm the
people in business, but from the old solid stock AMER~
ICANS who had the sense to reslize what a mess a
few bureaucrats were putting us in, They were lead-~

someons would buy ham at $1.40 & pound, or other
things at outrageous prices, is nothing but  hoggish
greed, for fear someone else will grab it

“chumps” are fighting over an article

one else from getting it, the pro; ﬂuerl “Al;e lluxhln‘ ¥

up their sleves. Yet, the poor ‘dopes”

*“belly-aching” on account of high prices.’ When wll!

they wake up, and realize who causes high prices? -
—C. V. ORR.

ing us down the road to Inflation at an uncontrolled
fast pace. In other words the machine was out of
control and gaining momentum at & fast ciip. And
if the OPA is revived, watch out for we are all going
over the cliff, and maybe never to regain our ge
old American way.

Yes, another OPA and we wiil have all the things
Mr. Dissatistied says we will have. We'll have strikes,
lockouts, knockouts, labor troubles, murders, commun=
ism, chaos, and everything else that is bad, I sure
hope that we never have another man like the one

The Paoplu Plutform ls uva!labu to any.
reader who cares.to.mount it. Comniunicdtiona

anytmng goes. Each letter must:be: sign

hough, tn ezcegzticmal cases and upon: 1
we will withhold :the wrlter na; B
‘Tue Nrws,

Drew Pearson’s e
Merry-Go-Round e

Tire

‘WABHINGTOR
TKE Mead Committee, which hes done such an excellent
job of probing Congressmen May and war proﬂuerinx
might do & little further digging into phony E-awards
pnsalble connections with the Kentuckian who still - chal
House Milltary Affairs Committee, Speelﬂe-.lly,
they might examine an E-award glven to General
and Rubber Co, the very same company which got Mays'
nephew out of ‘the Army after he had been in only nine
dlyu.'ln:l in still paying him a juley
the

alacy. 'nephew, Willl
Mend Committee should probe deeply enough they
amazing facts:

mﬂuble ole;: workl
;much, it ;M&hmk th

old pontoon
of the Eapldo mver in Italy and tary:
crossing of water waa done by pontoon bridges mpporu
by rubber ﬂ‘oami“'rhue rubber floats, of course, hld be
airtight.

We begin lpoking tomorrow for one who
can fathom butter.

“People who saw the Louis-Conn fight by .

television say even the detalls were star-

g—-over—his—canr=tlingly—ctear—They ¢}l —to—heve seen

1o the ooﬂclwrshlp. s

¢ mmmlunw:vpex-

everything but the make of the challenger’s
"blcycll

. gressuremfo:

Fraud On Army
DWEVER when General Tire floats weré tested by Lhe
Army engineers—in advance of scceptance—it »was . dis-
covered that General Tire employees would -deliberately
pump up the floats diring. the night. thus deceiving Army
The floats were reauiud to' malntain ‘a certain
—and_ _pressure . would “go .
own, Genera! Tire people would pump mem up whue
Army inspectors weren't, around,
This fraud finelly was ﬂm«mﬂ, nnd s rown very

Ol.D-nnn Democrats  in
certaln’ that " President,

Al
sured the renamxnamn of Katias
primary; Au
S

. . labor-management
rence. About all ‘thai’ it pro-
2 ,wofu—hnud mdl.
3 wMely d.lﬂ rl.n( ln
leana of e -
ts . have asked the
call’ another - llbcrr-mlnuemmt

se men and women, all ot
‘whom might be classed aa
are appealing. to the Pruldem e~
cause they helieve a new lsbor crisis

ly endanaer our dem:

Man; the ' group htva helped
to work out an_orderly system of
collective bargaining in this coun-
try. n such Frank P. Gra-
ham, president of ‘the unlverslcy ot
North - Carolina,

Soon. the indust
tbg evolutinnny process
relations on & .uble,

Others, such as
Stuar; Chase, the writer, have
long championed a free, Independ-
ent’ tmde-unlm ‘Government.
DRIFT TOWARD CONTROL

But now they see a dangerous
drift toward absolute control by
1aw of the whole process of collec-
tive bargaining. What they eay is
so significant that it should make
every member of a trade union and
evzery employer stop, look, and
1

unions and Some em-
ployers lnvs failed to see recent

The question ln the mlnal of
many thoughtful men who oould’by
.nymnu be -called labor-baiters
unions intend

anizing and controlling
tbe li.le o! this nation?
Adm, Ben Moreell, acting for the
has just

trial eneln .
ve been active p-rtlnlpnnu m Laug!

Reuly, retlrtnz munb:r of the Na.
tional Labor Relstlons Board, on
this issue of unionizing forememn.
BEYOND LEGAL BOQUNDS
On' the West Coast, the CIO has
chartered a union of fishermen
who have their own boats and sre
selt-employed. They are reported to
have thrown picket lines asound
from other

the outside, This would
seem to be be)'and the bounds of

to nssess munuly their new
ponunn in the community and in
the nation, When lnbor was only
anized, Dﬂnd-
paily on & mm basis, & strike was
not a community or s natlorial
-calarmity. Ent with 15,000,000 or-
ganized workers in every basic in-
dustry and 2lso in’ raw materlals
industry, a strike can quickly be-
come s national disaster. There is
something morally repugnant when
a handful of a few hundred thou-

sand workmen or a few employers
can threaten starvatlon to a great .

city. or paralysis to a natlonal in-
dustry. Only & momentous issue
and not a few cents difference in
hourly pay, could Justify the use of
such a weapon.
LEGISLATION FUTILE

“On the other hand, to seek
to regulate the conduct of a grest

Samuel Grafton

‘Within the CIO, left-wingers

‘Workers  suffered
losses, both collectively and Indi-
viduaily, in the 113-day General
Mators strike. Sentiment in the
AFL 13 overvhelmingly againat
another struggle.

One of the handicaps of the
labor-management conference last
Fall was that its scope Wes €0
narrow. If n new conference could
be empowered to consider prices.
wages, ol the circumstances con-
nected with collective bargalning.
it's fust possible that some lasting
good might come ocut of it. Anv-
Fhing would be beter tnan the
present dangerous drift.

Atom Control Fiasco

LOS ANGELES
THERE can be little doubt that
& desperate srmament Tace
is in the making. Though the alr
in not yet filled with misslies.
it is certainly filled with talk
of missiles, 50 Lhnz 1t now takes
columns of nc r space merely
to catalogue the enchanting types
whicn sclentists have lately
dreamed up.

Over and above the talk of mis-
siles there hums the dreadful
threat (which has
put into
servers).
iteelf has been superseded by new
germ sprays and by radioactive
gases, both of which, it i3 said
can kil without destroying valu-
able property. thus representing
an advance over earlier and
cruder methods which necessitated
knocking down a building in order
to get at the human beings in-
side.

ANOTHER SIGN

Another, almost cqually alarm-
ing eign Is the sudden Increase
In the volume of talk about dis-
armament, for such talk always
attends an armaments race, just
8s thunder goes with lightnini
and squeaking with new shoe:
There has never been an arm.
aments race which was not con-
u'apunlnlly Aliecnmud with  dis-

Many earnest American
keepﬂ the two issues In entirely
compartments of his

Y

armament plans and with projecu

for new weapons. . Disarmam

talk and armament  talk mlrch
n . can-

- to make the

commission with the veto eliml-
nated a3 8 bid for world monopoiy
over the atom. They feel we
would be In the majority; and a
writer for "Soviet Russia Today"
makes the observatlon that the
Russtans may prefer to wait for
a couple of years, and discover
the secrets of stomic energy for
themselves, rather than sgree to
our scheme. This amounts t0
charge that the current stomic
conference ls provoking. rather
then curbing. atomic rivalry.

As one studies these resulis, one
frels. more sharpiy than ever
what A strained and unhappy
business it is to try to  bufld
peace by setting up formal rules
eRarding the use of weapons.and
how necessary it s to dig decper.

1t becomes clearer everv  day
that, when peace deteriorates. it
is not to be rehabilitated on this
tormal and superficial level: that
it ie tdle to try to teach weapons
ta behave, when nations will not.
One wonders how cither side.
Russia or the West, can look at
the atomlc energy conference
without unhappiness, without some
distress at this melancholy duel-
ng muen lecllmlc proposals.
Yet to dig seems beyond
the power of ekher side:

uire a reordering S
tudes, which neither reemr
have enough energy or will
attempt.

T00 MULH PESSIMISM

For If (to rehabilitate the peace)
‘the West must give up some of
its pessimism regarding Russla,
the Russians, equally, must nve
up some of their pessimism
garding -the West.

n

manner In which they have con-
signed the West’ to a future dis-
integration and war: has n
evoked policles in them. and re-
actlon - in_us,such .as nre likely

progn ome true.
The event follows.. me expecta-
tion; :




