leq &
‘however. should not be con~
Bdorsement ‘of the minority

tion, and: needs it badly. The
os on the general health of

d more than half its young men
as physically or mentally unfit for
p service should have no difficulty

medical care program now coming into

Note On Hats And

Hoods

: d to co-ol e
That is the loglcal function of the propwad
- Medical Center. .

This {s the conslderauon,

‘7
hasiprompted atiri Spposition to esm,mm- .

‘ment of the Center at Chapel Hill. We do

ot bélieve: that- charming :village, fnac- .

cessible as’ it is to the great majority ‘of
North Carolinians, is the propér-place ‘to
establish an institution designed to serve
the largest possible public. Moreover, it
seems utterly illogical to establish a medl-
cal center where one already exists.

Our argument Is for taking medical serv-
fce to the people, which, as we understand
it. 1s the goal of the Medical Care Group.
We intend to keep pressing that point
which seems to us a vital one, untit & final
declston is reached by the Leglslature. But,
we also Intend to keep arguing for an ade-
quate sppropriation for the new college
and hospital wherever they may be located.
A medical center at Chapel Hill, handi-
capped though we think it will be, iz cer-

“tainly preferable to no medical center at
all,

HERY should be few Americans left who
do not know that Drew Pearson, whose
1 hysterical, occasionally Inac-

te and always interesting column
orns this page. has declared war on the
XKlux Klan. He did it. In characteristic
aton, on the steps of the Georgia State-
¢. Bunday night, flinging down the
untlet before the microphones of ABC,
we suspect, selling quite a few Lee

A!:MI curlously commercial crusade has
ed mixed emotions among our con-
ponmeu The Winston-Salem Journal,
g Mr. Pearson’s Quaker background
jand Biblical references (“History will ridic-
and desplse the flery crosses on Stone
ntain because the flery cross breaks
th ‘with the Cross of Calvary™, terms
‘broadeast “a great sermon.” The Ashe-
Citizen, on the other hand, remarks
ly that “civil liberties . . . are not golng
saved by a hat company's ndvertising
men." There are also, here and there,
of that traditiona]l Southern
niment against outsiders offerfog thelr
ted help In solving one of the Bouth's
frous problems.

fell, we would be the last to sey e kind
for the promotion dreamed up by Mr.,
on's radio sponsors (Eel apelled back-
d). The New York newspapers carried
il-pege ads featuring & huge hooded
ire, and announcing that the Lee Hat
mpany and ABC had insured their In-
id correspondent’s life for a full mil-
| dollars. To the uninsured editors of
Bouth, who have thrown the book at

4 {HE majority of a newspaper's readers
accept it casually at its face value—a
Hum for conveying information, opin-
#nd entertainment and slways useful
x Nning garbsge cans. They are rarely
tical; 1f they perceive its excellence, or
shortcomings, they are moved neither
Joy nor to wrath, for, by and large,
#ny newspaper 15 worth considerably more
than the nickle 1t costs.
there are some readers who belleve,
ly, that the nickle they pay for a
ewepaper glves them =2 proprietary in-
in {t. These are the readers who
the editor his scattered moments of
sure, and who also hasten the develop-
nt of his ulcers. These are the authors
the letters that appear in The People's
itform; sometimes they sim past the
ditor in an effort to Influence the public,
more often they direct their pralse,
elr eriticlsm, or their observations on
n behavior at the newspaper iteelf,
ind, curiously enough, there develops be-
the editor and these readers he has
seen a relationship that 1s as warm,
anid 8s honest, as it 15 impersonal.
of our vaoluntary editorlal corre-
ondents mount the Platform only rarely,
en-they are deeply moved by something
e have written, or haven't written. Others
# régulars, and thelr leiters provide a
nating and invaluable running com-
itary on our life and times. Of these
Was more eloquent than Samuel Alex-
. Reed of Southern Pines wha died
'rm:nlay, two days befare we, in
nce of his passing, published with-
‘sdornment his Jast Letter to the Editor.

1t Could Be

KENNEDY, of Bhéiby, who
to have made more history in
. of speed In reporting his cam-

omcc, will, Raleigh reports, not
for falluré to comply with
wE.

ed as we are to de-

Bot be A travesty to Jsu or fine
for having been slow to account
“1 for office when

done ebout & acore” whi
_sonimitted high crimes
in eenrw:twn with the

the Klan for 25 years and have never
suffered a scratch, this seemed & trifle
extravagant, to say the least.

But, no maiter how deplorable the taste
of Mr. Pearson and his sponsors. we &re
happy to welcome them into the arena. A%
a matter of fact, we have an fidea Mr.
Pearson's essentially childish crusade
against the Klan may be the best possible

People’s Platform

device for c the boys.
After all, appeals to reason aren't likely to
move them, or the mass of white South-
erners wha condone thelr activities. The
appeal of the Klux is emotional, and a
hyperthyrold correspondent like our Drew
may be just the man to eounteract it.

Moreover, Mr. Penrson is correct when
he argues that the Kian, whether it turns
up in Georgla or Indiana, is every Ameri-
can's buslness. Onee before the KKK virus
was first kdentifled in Georgla, but spread
In epldemic proportions over most of the
Unlted States before i was finally checked.
The people of Georgla, in thelr election of
Eugene Talmadge ns Governor last week,
have made it clear that nothing official is
roing 1o be done to stamp out the disense
of race prefudice during the next four
vears. Outside Interference, we would say,
18 clearly Indicated.

We recommend that The Ctlizen swallow
its natural resentment at the commercial
aspect of Drew Pearson's holy war. The
important thing is to get rid of the bed-
sheet boys, and I most of the people In
the South wind up wearing Lee hats we
can take comfort in the Tact that they
are a great aesthetic improvement over
pillow slips with eye-holes.

Mi\rtbr Angel To Argue With ...

‘We have never known a more perceptive
writer than S. A. Reed. (We use the word
“known" sdvisedly, although we never laid
eyes on him and have at hand only this
brief obltuary: Born Clarion County, Pa.,
February 13, 1880—Died at the home of
his deughter, Mrs. D. E. Balley, at South-
ern Plnes, N. C, July 16, 1946.) He had a
rare talent for vitriol without bitterness,
for acute criticism without Intolerance.
‘When he sorted through his memories and
wrote of the past he did so to explain
the present; he never once exercised the
old man's perogative of shrouding the good
old days with the diffused, golden mist of
time. He had a powerful sense of history—
in one of his last letters he presented Harry
‘Truman sa the reincaration of Warren
Harding, and managed to express sympathy
for all the llttle men who have drifted
helpless in the currents of change. He felt
deeply the tragedy of his time, he cited
the lost opportunities as they slipped away
one by one, he mourned the passing of
Franklin Roosevelt and the lberallsm he
stood for. But, and thls was the mark of
his wisdom, he never lost falth in the
abllily of the misled, confused, floundering
common man Lo eventually save himself.

He was, a5 his davghter wrote in In-
forming us of his sudden, peaceful death,
"motivated by that active discontent which
s, after all, I suppose, the moving power
behind anv progr world makes.” She

1)
also added this perfect epitaph:

“I know be is happy in whalever of
Heaven be may have aitained, if he has a
flower garden io tend and a minor angel
to argue with about the way the place
is ru

An Example

voting on May 25 and June 227

And stlll. election law enforcement being
what it s in North Carolina, we should
not be greatly surprised if the authorities
did not get sort of hard with a chap whose
guilt is palpable. They have such a long
way o go In doing anything to or about
the real offenders—Greensboro Daily
News,

‘The late Duce, who advised “live dan=
gerously,”
the atomic bomb, and thu big quuuon, “is
the future heré to stay?” :
s
i

should be here to get a load of

I every nlgh

“deval

op & phase
tonal’ - influence
oven' more ~un

business  with
pla-nnt melwnﬂms than that
already “alred.

ﬁn ot e

Cot
told that this was & kind of side-
line with the Garsson empire.
There have long been rumors
about the generous way in which
commisslons were tossed out by
the War Department to the “right
people.” A thorough investigation
should develop facts that might
help In another war to prevent
the wholesale creation of majors
and colonels who did not deserve
such commissions and who con-
tributed nothing, or less than
nothing to the war effort.

HOUSE DEBACLE

1t s significant, in this connec-
tlon, that Representative Andrew
Jackson May was always so wil-
ling, as chairman of the House
Military Affairs Committee, to do
the bidding of the generals, When
the Senate Atomic Control Bill
first came to his committee, May
started the move that resulted
finally in the debacle on the
House floor when isclationist Re-
publicans, with the aid of Demo-
crats such as  Representative
Rankin of Mississippi, tried to cut
it to pleces. And they succeeded
in undoing much of the patient
work of the Senate Atomic Com-
mittee, which may or may not
be rectified when members of the
two Houses meet in conference
this week.

Sentor Homer Ferguson  of
Michﬂzaﬂ, & member of the Mead

4845 T wARINSS FIST

The Peace-Time Patriots

LAURINBURG

Editors, Tur NEws:
J HAVE bren renciing with fnterest and disgust the
artlcles that have h’(‘n printed In Tue NEWS
concerning the ~called “rocking-chair” money be-
ing paid to voterans. 1 am sure that the ones
that are dolng most of the “griping” about this
money, during the war had a nice dry bed lo sleep
wad paved sldewnlis to walk to
and from work, Th dld not have to take atabrine
tablets dafly 1o avoid malaria, they did not want to

be. exposed to The varlous fungli that caused "Jungle
Rot"

ases. they had hot meals
pam, fam, and peanut butter”
a dny, ey had fresh vegetables, and they
Wid not have to dream of a crisp leal of lettuce,
or a fresh slice of tomato, and incidentally & few Japs
15 drop & few “eggs” and do a little sniping, but all
they had to do was to gripe about gas rationing
w Uhat they could take their families to some resort
to spend the surplus money they made on war con-
tracts and salarics,

"These -velerans that are enjoylng the fruits of
a grateful nation certainly are entitled to all that
bas and will be given to them. Congress wowld
not have pessed thls law without the support of
the people and st that lime all servicemen were
heroes. Now that things have settled back end the
“Gripers” do not fear that they will have to go into
the Armed Forces, they have started thelr efforts to
blame all their troubles on the ex-serviceman, I
would like to bring to their attention that they too,
could be enjoying the benefits of being an ex-service~
man. had they hed the necessary “intestinal forti-
tude.” In the CB Battallon that I was a meml
of, there were three men who had grandsons in the
services and they also gave up profitable businesses to
go thelr "bit.” If men such 85 these could give up
thelr pleasures at home with their families then there
is no excuse of anyone not being mble to have been
in, had they had “what it takes'

Congress glves these men 320 5 week for 52
weeks while they are unemployed, and they have five
years to teke advantage of it, if they choose to use
it up at once, that is thelr business, if they choose
to keep it s & reserve, as most of us are doing,
that also is their business. And any criticism that
emanstes from these Peace Time Patriots certainly is
not justified, and shows that they wish to continue
to use the serviceman for their own selff pur=
poses, now that they have returned, ea they used the
war to further these same purposes, while the service-
men was AWAY.

With the best regards for your paper, and give
the serviceman s “break” until you know the rea~
sons why he is 5 member of the 52-20 club.

—T. B. CARRAWAY.

(NOTE: Not all the eritictsm - of - the  52:20
Club originates with Peace Time Patriots, - There
nre 8 good many veterans, with memories of “spemy
jam and peanut buiter” as sharp as Mr, CRITEWAYy's,
Who have begun to wonder If iliere isn't some in=
Justice in thelr being denjed & §1,040 bonus:becauss
hey elected to go to work when they left the sarvice:
We have never
entitied to uremployment compersatisn. berefits while
honestly seeking empioyment. We have: snd do’argue
that the veteran who uses these payments to unders
write » vacation, and who looks uponthen s part
of the “fruits of a gratefu} netlon is unfaic to
himsell, his fellow-veterans #nd - the pubh -
Tue NEws.)

and other “Lrop

s

Drew Pearson’s e
Merry-Go-Round ®

THE most Hitlergaque governor ulncg Huey Long is

power In Georgla.: Ole Gehe Talmadge, tor thr
virtual dictator of ‘Georgla, is now in thqudcué Rgal
Ing & little thinner, &' little older, but still snappiny

galluses, stll] able to grandstand htx way into t.he ‘hensts

rural voters.
He has-come back o power with all thz o
Hitlorlan Vietory. In fact, the Georgls

in the nadom
Tn the first place, mmmgg
8 minority of the Voters: His oppons
rolled up & clear msjo;ity, but undes
rule; Taltiadge won.: Tdke Hitler
radin mhmque Carmich: ,1 haid
George Mewspapers: were: ag
were: o1 him,: Bui hig radls wpeu wu i

Big Business Backed Talmadg
AND Just ns blg business m Geriniiy. put
finance Hitler, 8o the Georgla

genarally -backed 'I‘lﬂmldnfc, :

organize the Bouth
keep oW taxes,
before, he Hind! put:
centration camp and:

argued that ‘the veteran: is. not
‘possible, and on only

ga
| thafzgh in exce?diional cases |
8 will write;

Talmadge

The Adventure Ends

Editors, Tus News:
E HAVE been in'ercﬂttd in reading your discussion

CHARLOTTE

¥ i 5 5 t-
oran, Ner Rasrats aviicica and your editorials have
raised questions wilch were well worth ralsing—cer-
tainly it may be said on one side of the discusslon that
the Government's money should not be wasted on
persons who are quite capable of obtainlng jobs
and holding them,

Now comes the fnevitable qualification. Tt fs
this: One phase of readjustment through  which
nearly every veteran must pass 13 the change of
step from war to peace. For four years we were all
in something blg. Whether we were flling memoranda
in the Pentagon or shootlng and being shot at in
less safe and comfortable asslgnments, we were all
@ part of a great endeavor. No matler what our
complaints sgainst the scrvices, we realized, without
talking about lt, that ours was a magnificent as-
signment.

And now, In peace-time. to tell a man that he
must return to the old job—stamping names all
day on shipping crates. or selling pants. or driving
trucks, or copying figures in ledgers—is like asking
him 10 accept $10 & week when he's used to $1.000—
I have & good, interesting job—but even so. my own
performance has been hampered by the faci that
nothing seems very important any more. 1t's difficult

enthusiastic about the trivialities of peace while
the noise of war still echoes in one's ears.

This 1s & phase of readjustment which, in my
opinion, has been sadiy neglected. And, personally, I
don't blame the boys for passing up dull, low-paying
jobs—T'd de the same thing myself.

—A& VETERAN.

(NOTE: But will it be easler, or harder, to settle
down in & dull, low-paying jub ;fwr & yeer in the
rocking chalr?~-Eds., Trz Ni

Job Wanted

Editors, Tz Nzwa:
I READ your column of July 1ith which said that

the velerans were just drawing their $30 a week
Ingtead of going tc work. Well whoever put that
in the paper ought to atop snd think causé the best
job's man cen get now will only pay him.60c or 70c
per ‘hour; and the Way prices aré now no msn that
s moarried. with & famlly can:live: on’that kind . of
‘wages, .-, myself, sm & ck - driver ‘or bus: driver
and. if ‘any-one st all in. Charlotte has .a:job: like
%}hzt let:me know and I sure take R md qulck‘ 1
8 T

15

CHARLOTTB

I:went in’ service,
—LAFAYETTE I, suxnm

Ths Pcop!cs Plazfovm 15 available fo any
reader whu tares to mount
should be' less than 300 words;

one side of the
Libel and obscmfty wili be delcted»—ac
AAnything. ‘ach letter must be sig:

Tn Hews,

it. Commumcat(ons,

few. miles from 4!

., made his reputation
ls a prosecutor. He had & very
complete docket on the Garssons
May story before & word of testi-
mony was taken, Ferguson
played closely with several gen-
tals snd  with Republicans in
high civillan offices in the War
Depertment. His knowledge s
extensive.

HE COULDN'T WAIT
Even {f Chairman
Mead had want
current

James M.
ed to postpone the
Inquiry until after the

Samuel Grafton

stronger ns 8- feal

who dld not he

chnges that hit
W PArty.

The w the story  is belnc
p!ayed 11\ the newspapers opposc
Truman  Adi

mlnl.stxluon .
mﬂke‘\ the political motivation
pretty obvious. It shocking
that we, as taxpayers, should have
to foot the bill for the.iavish
parties glven by the Garssons o
flatter themselves and the gen-
erals and Congressmen foolish
enough to attend those parties.
But the cost of those parties
was merely & postage stamp in
comparison with the money spent
by large and respectable firms on
the same kind of entertainment,
-ordinarily tax deductible undef
our Income tax law, Untll the
War Shipping Administration be~
latedly put & stop to it, the blg
shipbuilding companies gave lush
pariles at every ship -launching,
Diamond bracelets were presented,
at Government expense, to th
ladtes wlm lsunched and spon.
sored ships while their ﬂl-
ﬂue{)ﬂsl huabnnd& looked om ap=

EFFECT ON CAREER

What the final impact will be
on May's own career is difficult
0 say.” Reports from the district
Indicate that the
rochislism of the isolated and
impoverished areas of the South
may work In his ald. This sets
up s defensive reaction around
the person attacked by “outsiders®
nng "ch;‘:igners

n the other hand, the
of May's district areol&fa&mpeiﬁ
God-fearing folk who will not
appreciate photographs of "Andy"
In the midst of high finks
New Vork. In the 1944 clecLiDu
De_squeaked through with only
8 handful of votes, It would be
an fronle commentary on our
polities If May could exploit the
persecution angle In such a way
85 to return with & larger ma-
Jority in November.

We Stumble Along

LOS ANGELES
HE Biltlsh bhave bad fo ra-
tlon bread, and for this melan-
choly step we Americans are {in
at least & philosophieal sense) re-
sponsible. For if we had not cut
off supplles to Britaln about ten
minutes after the war ended last
Summer, and if we had not drop-
ped our own rationing. snd U we
had not stuffed our grain down
the maws of our farm animals, we
mmu hme planned our cereal ex-
s systematically, and the
Beitien. misht have avoided bread
rationing.
T do not say we sre responsible
for Britlsh bread rationing in the
legal sense in which someone who

damage done:

but {t seems lmpor-
there is & chain

plan anything, have become so big
in ths \m—m that we can hardly
turmn nd  hastily any more
Without KROGking something over,
ANOTHER SYMBOL

And it seems to me that another
wonderful symbol of our pianless-
ness 18 to be found in the present
great rush of our meat animals to
merket, I think especially of the
traffic jam at the Omaha stock-

ong,

Joaded with cattle and hogs, which

formed in the broiling sun, wait-

!ne to unioad. And as the trucks

ted, the animals began to dis

m the heat; and soon 141 dead.
hogs were counted.

Ong . wonders how many human
‘beings~could- have been kept alive
by ithe grain-that. went to form
mue fat beasts;and ft.ds & kind

ak”of ‘planléssness and of the
!rusu‘stkm that goes: with 1t, first
‘o se igrain ‘to’ feed these animals,
second ‘to hoard the animaly untd
prive: control dles; Wien, third  to
rush: the  an mlls 1o market in 80
great q stampeds “ifat ‘ihe line:
jams up. and the nrutum dle 8
tha = pe :owuﬁ

symbol for our planiess post-
year: but other incldents are
ing up which will perhaps, be
enough to satisly anvbody.
r. after squinting at increases
in the prices of food this month,
asked. throtgh M
v, for a new labor i

erence to take up_the
question of higher wages. This
move will be met with cries of
horror from these Wito are aiways
outraged to find that one thing
leads to another. The Congres-
sional majority, which hates plane
s our lives to be bath
v and smooth at the same
time. It demands that we take our
chances, and then gets awfully
sore at accidents.

And as one looks at some of the
re:uits of our vear of planlessness,
st the bitter course upon which it
has set our ally. Britain. at the al-
ternate famine and glut in meat
and other foods at home, at the
settling tides of labor discontent,
one begins to wonder, suddenly,
whether planlessness is really free-
dom, as it advocstes cl
A LOST FREEDOM

Is 1t reslly freedom to stumble,
when it should be possible to walk?
No American likes too much Gove
ernment and no American would
like to live under s Government
which regulated everything all the
time; and yet it s possible that in
our willful drive toward instant
freedom. to grow and plant and
sell as we plesse immedistely after
s grest war, We may have lost
another kind of freedom—which is
freedom to solve our prodlems. We
may have thrown AWay A-gTés!
freedom for & lesser one.

Is it really freedom to find our-
aelves without wanting to, da-
pressing the conditions of life in
an .sliied country, messing our own
flow -of food, and “disrupting our
wage structure? 'The question can

argued. forever ‘on: the - highest
phuoaophlcn levels:: yet. 1t will
Strang uring - &

already

3




