ed in'many quarters that

‘of The Man were directly

dble for “his: trlumph. According

;| ‘the sovereign people of Mis-

would  have deposed him if only

PM. and The Daily Worker had

ir big mouths shut. Instead Missis-
“sutf@ting from the usual Southern

ty ‘complex, sent Bilbo back to
Senate In.order to demonstrate their
-glven' independence. Resentment of

at Bilbo managed to represent as out-
‘interference was certainly a factor in

¢, primary, in all probability a major one.

t was a factor only because Bilbo

ade 1t 50; it was a bright red herring
ed across his devious path and it is cer-
tainly not to the credit of this constituents
that: they were decelved by it. Editors of
the North, East and West have a right.
Indeed an obligation, to deery the prucnrr

bn st
frém: voting in o Mississippi p m:
some 200000 0f them did cast:their. ballots.
This is 8 poor showing, we agree, for some=
thine more than 500.000 Mississippians were
elicible. under Democratic rules,: for par-
tictpation. It Is nevertheless beside -the
point to argue. as The New York Times
has, that “at least he was not supported
positively bv a majority of the white peo-
ple of Mississippl.” Whether through posi-
tive actfon, or by simply staying away from
the polls, the white people of Mississippl,
who know him for what he is, gave Theo-
dore Bilbo their blessing.

Certainly the people of Mississippl de-
serve better than Theodore Bilbo. But they,
lke all Southerners. generally get the
sort of natlonal renrescniation they are
willing to pay for. If they are unwilling to
clean their own house. If they allow them-
selves to be swaved bv a childish resent-
ment  agninst  “outside interference” if
thev are willing to treat a spurious appeal
to their antl-Negro prejudice as a major

n the United Btates Senate, For the pro-
ple’ of Misslssippi to re-elect him to spite
his critics Is. at best. evidence of political
tmmaturity. For responsible Southern edi-
tors to eulogize this essentlal weakness of

e Bouthern character 1s even worse,

It 18 also belng argued that Mississippi's
testricted franchise prevented s represen-

il Issue, they have no reason to
nlead fanocent when the results of their
folly become apparent. Indeed. we have
heard no Mississipplan atlemoting to dis-
rlaim responsibllity for Bllbo. There is cer-
fainly na reason for ether Southerners,
who have freauently been guilty of the
same sins, to try to make out a case for
them.

The OPA Faces Déath By Double-Talk

,Congress is now debating OPA In
segments, when it debates it at all. Tf
_we're golng to take the celling off poultry
and meat, says the Senator from Kanses,
thow can we keep it on grain? After all
‘nogs eat grain, and chickens eat grain,
and if you keep the lid on feed mnd take
It off ‘the finished product you are setting
dangerous precedent. But, replies the
nator from Kentucky, If we take cellings
off_grain we won't be able to meet our
committments to the starving people of
the world. That's quite true, says the Sen-
from Mississippl, but there's no rea-
1o keep ceilings on cotton seed—we're
not shipping cotton sced abroad.
‘Maybe this Allce in Wonderland &p-
1o the tangled economies of price
conitrol 15 & fitting end. for the OPA—
death by double-talk. For ten months the
. 't debate has been carried on in an

maintain cellings on the things they buy
and take them off the things they sell.

Perhaps Mr. Ervin is correct when he

vances the opinion that it Is too late

“for & workable price control bill—that

the mood of the country will never sus-

taln it. But it s tragic. nevertheless, for
one thing leads to another. and the ir-
relevant debate on OPA is really a debate
on every issue the country faces.

It may seem to be purely domestic busi-
ness, but It isn't. For instance, If inflation
follows the end of OPA, and everybody
i agreed that it wil to some degree, the
whote paltern of our forelgn trade is al-
tered. It will, as The New York Times has
pointed out, lead to the devalnation of the
dollar on foreign money mearkets. This
places us al an immediate disadvantace
fn the competitton for world trade. for
the British, and the Russians, have held
thelr currency stendy.

And if our forelgn lrade Is placed In
jeopardy. so I8 our foreign poliey, which
is bulll. around i. We are trying to estab-
lish an orderly world, using the dollar as
our principal weapon. A weakened dollar
obviousty shoots the props out from under
Jimmy Byrnes.

And If our forelgn policy fails we shall
face’ a world dominated by Communists,
leaving no recourse, according fto the
Russophobes (who fiso oppose the OPA)
except to fight.

And if we fight we shall have to use
the atom bomb. . . .

An empty exercise In false logic? Per-
haps so, but we tommend it to the Con-
eress As a more fruitful method of pass-
ing the long Bummer days than idly swap-
ping votes against individual price cellings.

What People, Mr. Durham?

B Greensboro Daily News notes with

that Representative Durham

_has recently handed down the opinion that

the people of Pledmont North Carolina

are opposed to the British loan. Mr. Dur-

- hamwas quoted ss saying: “The folks

seem to be scared the British won't pay

the money back. I'd just 2s soon give it

them, I don’t belleve theyll pay it
back elther.”

We join The Daily News In {nquiring
Just who these folks might be. It {5 passible
that s great tide of anti-British feeling has
‘suddenly sweot over the traditionally inter-
‘nationallst Pledmont, but If 50 we have

t that the people of the great
Pledmont have sunk Into a Bummer
fethargy In' which items like a hands-

d; g0 far 8s we know, the British: loan
. opposed !inly by.one newspaper in the

le'in The Virginia Quarterly Re-
a peculiar economy for the SBouth
the Tennessee farmer who com-
‘that :*Ford ruint me’ The old
geared for a lifetime to a horae,
‘buggy economy, was persuaded
8 Model T.
car enabled the farmer to get around

o ,‘)uny smell-time farm-
ol have been “ruined” by
-not - afford; :nd by “im-

Carolinas. The Roleigh News & Observer
which is the voice of the East, not of the
Piedmont. The other papers of the area
are either actively supporting the loan, or,
like most of the people, ignoring it.

If the Pledmont has suddenly become
actively anti-British it would be a stirring
spectacle indeed, for the cotton and to-
bacco farmers of the area have always un-
derstood that theirs is an exnort business,
dependent uvon the sort of forelgn trade
the British loan Is dgsigned to insure.

Mr. Durham's Information must have
reached him through an abnormally sharp
ear pressed close to the ground. As The
Daily News points out. he could bhardly
have plumbed public sentiment during his
recent successful campaign for renomina-
tion. The matter wasn't mentioned in the
district. 5o far as we can recall. Tt is most
peculiar for Representative Durham to
emerge so suddenly aa a full-blown op-
ponent of the Joan (a unique position
among his North Carolina colleagues, In-
cidentally), and to justify his position by
prociaiming that “the folks back home”
don't believe In it.

provements” which, while they added to
home comforts or made productive opera-
tions easler, saved time, etc, did not fit
into family, farm, sectional, or factory
economy.

‘We hear a great deal of talk about new
and marvelous functional devices which
will save time and labor in the Great
American Home of the future. But it ap-
pears more than just possible that there
is a certain amount of time In each day
which 15 In no desperate need of being
aaved, and that to save it, only adds up
to more restlessness and boredom. and
runs up perhaps a high and needless ex-
pense for the household.

It occurs to us that new improvements,
devices. should be closely fitted to the in-
dividual's Income and resources, household
or regional economy. The farmer with a
,five-acre wheat crop would be foolish to
buy a combine merely for his own use. The
small tenant farmer may need a good horse
much worsze than he needs a car—Winsion-
Salem Journal.

PeoBle’s Platform

Worried Warren, Harassed Harry

SOUTHERN PINES
Editors, Tur News:

EMEMBER that old Roman war correspondent

Tacitus? Used to Hal Boyle around Germany
tn the enrly deeades of the (irst century A.D. Old Tas
had a lot A% about “untoward events” and
“monstrous  prodigies” 1 wish the old boy were
around today; be'd sure gel an cye--and an earful.

He'd see the stald old New York Times blushing
and simpering at the flattery of n Platform writer
pairing it with the Chicago Tribune! He would see
that crusty old Bull Mooser. Harold L. Irkes sel-
tied I the gallery with n baskel of over-ripe eggs,
shying them with deadly aceuracy al the King's Fool,
Grarge Allen: the while or George gyTales be-
fore his patron to divert hle, Mr. Truman’s, mind
from his troubles.

Do you know, the more T sec of fhe contem-
porary Washington scene the mare certain I am that
1 saw 3 all before: back in the early twenties. Con-

“baondnggled™ then, Congress ks “boandoggling”
There was Worrled Warren, here Is Harassed
There was Mr. Doughterty, here Is Mr.
Snyder. There wns ihe OHio Gang. here ls—The
Geng. There was Tempot Dome and here comes
Andy May to star in the first act of that phase
of the show.

Worrled Warren was a machine.made Senator
and so was Harassed Harry. Like Wash Tubbs they
weren't mad at anybody, if left to their own devices.

Harry.

What I'm griping about is that we build' our-
selves such magnificent scenery. such a breath-taking
backdrop,—potential world leadership in almost any
line you care to mentlon—and then the show turns
out so smelly. Third rate actors through

'.ha man who  voted unlmb

particlpation in the

Umted Nations sre removed {rom
the national scene.

" ENDORSED BY SMITH

During the course of tha cam-
paign Shipstead recelved the en-
dorsement of Gerald L. K. Smith,
the would-be Fascist whose efforts
to get mass support have failed mis-
erably thus far. Shipstead did not

renomin

In the Democratic primary; H!
evolution from left to right mo
or leu Dlnlhlu that of Nye. Af
Wheeler was the : bitted
foe er "the interests™ in his- state|
Now these same interosts—mining
and power—no longer cppose him
in his campalgn rarely,

refers to his isolationist record. Hu
uppm the propoacd Mlscurl Val4

repudiate the Smith ment,
In fact, he is said to have de-
Tiberately appealed to the German-
American population on the old
isolationist bias.

One Minnesota Republican who
will take no joy from the Thye vie-
tory is Rep. Harold Knutson, one
of the blindest resctionaries in the
House. Knutson is opposed to Stas-
sen, If the Republicans win con-
trol of the House this Fall, Knut-
son, thanks to the senlority ladder,
wilt be chalrman of the powerful
‘Ways & Means Committee. He was
renominated in his own primary al-
though apparently by = consider-
ably smaller margin than other, in-
cumbent

. ley
by his chlef opponent. Leif Erick-

son, an assoclate justice of thef
Montana Supreme Court. Wheeler,
seeking his fifth Senate term a
the sge of 64, Is g!ven conslderable
edge over Ericksol

One of the curlo’us things about
the Thye-Shipstead contest was the
proprganda spread during the pas
10 days that the race would b‘
clode and that Thye wes In reaf
danger of defeat. This was taken
serlously by many who wrote abou
the campaign. The results bear out
the advance polls taken. by the
“inneapolis St&r-JO\lmll

ON THE WAY
s had won. the Isola-:

It is easy to put too much stress
on the internationalist aspect of
the Thye-Stassen victory. Thye has
been an able governor. He has de-
veioped an effective political ma-
chine, and he comes
propel‘ racial bnceround to nppem

tlonists, the bltter-enders and thes
Gerald' Smiths would have tak
it as a triumph for the forces o
reaction. It would have incresse
the cozy feeling within the Re:
publican National Committee that{

latlon How much these ]ocal con-
slderatighs weighed In the balance
no one can say. Often they over-
shadow national and international

Samuel Grafion

their llnes.
—S8. A, REED.

(NOTE: Remember the famous James Thurber
cartoon in the New Yorker in which an lrate hus-
band giares over the top of his newspaper and snarls
at his wife: "Sometimes when I read the hews from
Washington T think your moether and Brother Ed are
in charge down there. ., ."?—Eds., Tz NEws.)

On Line-Hewing

CHARLOTTE
Editors, Tne News:

JOU have published “I CHOSE FREEDOM", by
M. Kravchénko. Now there may be some truth
to his arguments against the Soviets. On the other
hand, there may be no truth to It at all, but
merely another cog in the wheel of war which
sorie people seem intent upon shaping. It would
be well, however, if you now published, “THE GREAT
CONSPIRACY AGAINST RUSSIA" Michael
Savers and Albert Kahn, the authors of “Ssbotage.”
Surely. their standing as authors is as high ss Krav-
henie's Kravenenko was n Soviet clerk. who soured
on his Government. All well and good. Maybe he
ts telling the truth—maybe he is not telling the truth.
Tne authors of “Sabotage" are responsible people.
railed at their first book and you know

But each was snatched out of his rut and
tossed into the vacuum created by the passing of a
great World Statesman. No sooner had they landed
in the Presidency than they were set upon by
myriad of conflicting. speclal interests. At the out-
set they maintained a state of seeming stability be-
cause these special interests, pulling in all directions,
held them inert.

‘They had been good mixers; hail fellows. well
met; they liked a drink, a game of cards and a good
(?) story. Then, suddenly, they discovered that their
lightest word was being subjected to microscopic
scrutiny. They were prodded and pestered and com-
passed about by an army of underlings, all asking
questions and expecting them to make decisions.
They didn't like to make decisions. They weren't
used to making decislons. They had gone months on
end, in the Senate, without making up their minds
mbout anything. Why should they make up their
minds about anythtng?—nobody el.'!e did.

Harding, when it all becal fled

that if it were open to dispute. they would have
been pilloried and discredited. And they have some-
thing that “I Chose Freedom” does not have. They
have some publisher’s recommendations on the fly-
cover of thelr book, and here the entire proposition
enters upon another phase—because we are lucky folks
—we get two for our doliar—and maybe three in one
—like shoe polish. I mean that Kravchenko's book,
sgainst Russia, I Chose Freedom,” fs recommended
by Mr. Frank Gannett snd Mr. Willlam Randolph
Hearts while the Sayers-Kahn bock, “The Great Con
spiracy 9gainst Russia” is recommended by Henry A.
Wallace and Joseph Davies. Here you place your
bets and take your pick—but by all means, you
must hew to the line of fairness, and let us have
that “sizzler” in serial form-—and then let us judge

for ourselves.
—B. H. EIDSON.
(NOTE: Every gisplwh carried in this.
e

to Alaska for some fishing. Gaston B, Means said
the First Lady gave him a little white powder in
Seattle. I don't know. Anyhow he died. Mr. Tru-
man is mede of much tougher material than Hard-
ing was, 50 we may be assured that he will, survive.

But it won't be easy. Ta 5 OPA thing, He
didn't knﬂw the Taft amendment was double talk.
He took It seriously. He wanted to understand it. So,
when he started to study it and got in deeper and
deeper, became more and more confused, he finelly
saw red and blew his top. Why don't

other r & Moscow dateline hu been
nppmvcd by an officlal Russian censor - -and i3, in
positive or ' negative fashion, pro-Communist pro-
paganda. We have frequently puhl!nhcd the  docu~
mented charge of Russian and domestic Communists
that the western world has entered into a vast con-
spiracy against . Mother :Russia
ment. more -.than - balances . the “ Kraychenko: series,
which was clearly labeled for what it vlns‘hhe us-

This, :in - our -judg-

Straw In

LOS ANGELES
UR thoughts are fixed on price
contral this week, but price
control i3 only a straw in the
wind. The plain truth s that
Cangress is dismantling as many
of the Governments soclal and
welfare activities as it dares and
price control is neither the begin-
ning nor the end of the story.
‘The Fair Employment Practices
Committee, for example, was nl-
lowed to die quietly last week, with
a few sticks of type for its tomb-
stone. The President had asked
for a permanent Falr Employment
Practices Commission to protect
members of minority groups in the
job market. He had asked this at
3 time when the national con-
sctence 15 extremely sore on this
point; at a time when books on
the Negro prablem are nationai
best-sellers, and when a play on
this subject outruns musical come-
—

He had asked mu during our
debate with Russla. when we are
setting ourselves up as the world's
chief spokesman for minority rights,
and for the doctrine of equal jus-
tice under law. Yet Congress al-
Jowed the committee to die, delib-
erately knocking the national hat
askew, and having us turn a blowsy
face to the world.

gress
is running a couple of miles ahead
of that swing, capering and doing
a high-kick.

A few days ago. too, the Presi-
dent presented to the House 3 meek
little plan for merging a number
©of Government bureaus, thus con:
solidating  Government  activities

the troublesome Stassen could b
an old GOI

normalcy weicomed home with
light in the window. Stassen has:
a long wav to go. But at any rate
he's still on the way.

The Wind

something up without reading it it

And in that vote could be felt all
of Congress hostllity toward the
adminlstrative side of Government,
AR antipathy operating at so high
 level of passion that it na longer
thinks In terms of arguments, bui
only of opportunities, 4
IDEOLOGICAL WAR

1t is this feelng  which hasg
slopped over into the field of price |
cantral. and argument could
be offered that Americans are be- &
Ing made the helpless victims of
an ideologicel war. Conervative
opinton has sold itself on the the-
ory_that business can be sefe oniv
if Government is helpless and the g
mutilation of price control is onir
one chapter in the lang stary of
the Implementation of that theory.
If cuplidity {s not the explanation
for the messing of price control
iand we are mssured that na one |
fmportant intends to ralse prices, @

0 make an extra nickell then
the only remaining explanation is g
the grimly ideological one, that gt
Americans have been given the
fright of their lives, and havé been
sent spinning off into a strangd
adventure. as the almost identical
result- of a clash between two the-
ories of government.

We are off, into whatever the
future holds, under & strategio
plan which prohibits the use of &
national strategy, whether fof the
protection of minorifies, the cone
trol of prices, the taking of pre=
cautions against unemployment, or
wh-r.ever. Price control is only one
issue among magy and conservas
tive thinkers arée well awars of

for they always take care to
suh lnd restate theh- antl-gov-

under fewer heads, and
ing Government operations. The

‘plan had been carefully worked

out over A period of months: it
had no special implications. left or
right .texcept the implication = that
‘here to-stay. which

timony of -an
destruction - of Communism. . We would‘

Government is
s

rldlul iden in some

quarte
 painst i,

tell him about these things! He probably wakes up
n the night Pendergasping for & iungful of “good ole”
Kensas City ozone.

Drew Pearson’s o
Merry-Go-Round °

to publish an- obj 1 :1ife in
Russiz—which': the : Kravehenko | series’ obviously: was'
not--1f : Mr. . Eldson' or . anyone eue knows of . sich’
& work.~Eds; Trs NEWs.)

WABHINGTON
TJHOSE who sst on the inside of the Erle Basin Metals

Producta office during the heyday " of . tis"lush

9ar

orders’ racket say that some amazing telephone  conversa

tions_took pla

Usnally 'the name of the company’s Cogressiorial god=
father, Representative May of Kentucky, was not mentioned.
over the phone—though his name was: frequently -mention.

ed in private talks around -the-office.
name “Yiechel” was used on the . telephone.
lem he was rcrorred to:as “our; frien

Or st

Instead : May's: cod

otkes

w May's name slipped into one very. im:rim

inating \elephone - conversation.

Teeman ol

‘Washington office  was . phoning . the :main pmducllon offlce‘

in Batavia, Ill, and after:talking ‘to Henry: Gi

ing some tech:
to the accounting departme i

at about that plece M paper?” he abted

“What do you mean?” the chlef ‘accountant’ Yepu o
Freemun hesitated . a’ minute,: then' said

U know

"Oh; Lhat ws

Godfuther May

ON another oa:unmn, Congressman May h!mul! calle
fice of -Erie: Basin.

discreet in lalkinl on' the. phone, but

employees surmised : he: wi

after talking about ‘various’ matters;:
“8ay, what about’that:three £hmlmhd dollara?”.
Mr. Freeman replied”that 1t would be nlonz

of days,
On’ another ‘occasion, Congrmwm

Washington - office:

“Freeman’s up in:New - us

May bocame . ve) &1’ indlgnnnt at thh
id, lnd i

in the mell: yesterday,

nical mnmzn. Freernan asked: r.o b- .wmmd

that thousand: dollars for Yiechel
was' the: reply.

- slon.:

It did ‘so In*a kind of mean,
bored. : pettish. way. by a. casual
te; It was like . tearing

mexr legi.'.lnlve -zxresslons.
CHALLENGE DODGED

It ts a strange thing that it s
the libersl leaders, like Mr, Tru-
man. who fall to accept the chal-
lenge on this wide front, and who
treat each Incident, ltke price con-,
trol, as if it were a single. separate’l
thing: as if it had.no connection
with a conflict thatiis ds deep 83
our lives .and sa wide as our fu-




