ted
gainst any serious overlnpplng sinc

. FPHA operates. only “In economic

only 82 dwellings ‘of ‘all
hefe in the first six

not & new one; although
complicated by the war-time

never adcqu:te]v “housed

. Bnd even in the best years of

e lower fifth of the population
totally ‘inadequate dwellings. Un-

the New Deal the Government for the
time assumed responsibility for the

fifth”, and moved in with a

-soale Federal Housing Program - deg
d 0 provide decent quarters for those

cannot pay "an economic rent”.

Presi-

Truman, in outlining bis 21-point re-

rsion . program last Fall,

placed »

tintation of the housing program high
I8 Hat, and it is being carried on after
mshion by the Federal Public Housing

From the beginning most private Quiid-
ve regarded the Federal housing pro-
85 8 direct threat, and have fought

with increasing bitterness. The Govern-

ment has fought back, charging that the

_private building industry is riddled with
i restrietive and uneconomic practices.

The conflict has now spilled over Into

fleld of veterans’ housing. The Char-

Jofts: Home Bullders Association, ns part

‘2 program sponsored by their na-

m organization, recently charged that

the FPHA 15 “deliberately misrepresenting

private building’s ability to provide vet-
_eran'® housing”. The immediate target of
 their wrath was Robert Lasch, one of the
sditors of The Chicago Sunm, who recently

# book supporting public hous-

ing, in particular the Wagner-Ellender-

Taft

ft Bll, and arguing that the traditional

of contractors and building

unions to modern building practices
Federsl action Imperative.

The tragedy of this Tunning battle 13

there 1z not now &ny true competition

FPHA and the private builders,

18 there likely to be for many years to

© where private bul’ldlng is ‘unprofitable.

It may be true, as the Home Builders
claim. that FPHA ‘I8 “stockplling ~critical
materfals and withholding them from pris
vate channels. But it is also true that the
end of OPA s bound to increase bullding
costs. temporarily at least, until private
low-cost housing, of the type so desper~
ately needed, will be out of the guestion.

The housing shortage is an emergency,
the most critical of ail our domestic prob-
lems. Building to meet the needs of the
millions of homeless veterans and dis-
placed civilians cannot be delaved on the
basis of the unsupported promise of pri-
vate builders that they will some day be
able to provide all the hou the country
needs. No contractor today can undertake
the construction of adequate houses de-
signed to sell for less than $5000 or to
rent for less than $2%a month, nor could
he ever. except In periods of general de-
pression when bullding costs were abnor-
mally low.

The plain truth iIs that both Govern-
ment and the private - bullding industry
have failed to meet thelr joint obligation
in the months since the wear ended. The
running battle between them is the direct
cause. Many Government regulations were
unreasonable, some were even punitive. But
throughout the industry there has been
2 dellberate refusal to submit to any Fed-
eral regulation, -and the result showed In
the notorious bullding materlals black
market, which could only have operated
through normal channels of supply.

There must be a new era of genuine
cooperation if the country is to solve
its housing problem. The Government must
glve private bullders every possible en-
couragement to get on with the job. And
the builders, In their turn, must acceph
the entry of the Government into the low-
cost fleld where they cannot now operate.
f the present impasse continues the un-
houged public, Jong-auffering but growing
Increasingly tmpatient, will demeand, and
get action. The result will be a drastic
Federal program that wlll make the pres-
ent FPHA look like the executive com-
mittee of the Home Bullders’ Association.

t's A Pretty Fix, Indeed

plications of perjury in {he Stacks trial,
end Braswell's testimony had some odd

18 probably bad grace for a newspaper
which has consistently criticized Meck-
ibtirg court officials for their casual ban-

dling of witnesses in criminal cases to re-

Htself now and complain because =&

potential, or perhaps possible is a better
ferm, witness Is being held in jall by the

Biate.

But it seems to us the detention of

‘Tommy Braswell, key witness in the Btacks
case, 1sn't satisfactorily explained by Sollct-
for Whitener's statement:

I had Information that he was arrang-
to remove himself from the jurisdic-
thi

maybe find that he has depsrted for parts

? Then suppose that by chance

the Bupreme Court ordered a new trial of

murder case. Wouldn't things be

the Stacks
n's pretty fix then?
A pretty fix, indeed. But what if, by

“zhance,
new trial in the Stacks Case? Then the
te will have held in custody for some-

the Supreme Court doesn't order

thing like six months & man against whom
3 has preferred no charge, That, we would

s & rather pretty fix in itself.

There are many strange ramifications of
ihe Btuv«cu detention. There were Im-

gaps in It. But the State has lodged no
charge of perjury against its witness. The
police records show that Braswell entered
jail voluntarily, apparently after he had
been threatened by parties unknown, some
two months ago. But if he is there on 2a
voluntary basls why did the Solicitor place
him under bond as = material witness?
And why was the bond set at $5.000, a fig-
ure which even the Solicitor regards as

unusually high? .

We have no doubt Mr. Whitener has
acted in good faith. and possibly on the
basis of pertinent information he has not
seen fit to divulge. Certainly jailing a
material witness would be understandable
if trial were pending. What makes this case
50 odd is that the trial has already ended,
while only an appeal to the Supreme
Court, undertaken by the defense, is pend~
ing. Braswell Is being held in custody on
the chance that the Supreme Court will
order a new trial, which seems, on the sur-
face, pretty thin justification.

Our original suggestion was that the
grand jury might very well look into this
unusual court business. It still seems like
& good idea.

L that vour peopla won the war.

eifingoce-
Piess T wpguaeran

Peoele’s Platform

‘We Didn’t Know The Truth...’

(NOTE: Bome yoars before the war & Char.
totte girl, married to sn Euglishman snd living
in the British Isles, toured the continent with
her husbend. They became friendly with & young
German, or as friendly as his fanatical devo-
tion to the cause of Adolph Hitler permitied,
and untfi World War IT interrupted it they main~
tained & regular correspondence. The English-
man fought for his country; so did the German.
Here Is the letter that renewed the contact after
seven years.—Eds., THE NEWS)

WESERMUNDE, GERMANY
In_September, 1839, T received your
There's_been s long and terrible
r in the meantime. What happened to you and
vour famfly? 1 suppose you sre still ailve along
With vour people and X hope all of you are in
good _health.

This war wsen't necessary, wes 1t?  Well,
happened anyway and we can't slter it. Fact Is
We lost 1. Its
probably Lhe best way for sil of us. The Germans
dildn’t know what happened in thelr own country in
thoe last 13 years of the notorlous Nazl regime.
Titler and his gang made & hell of a country out

Germany, which is completely destroyed now.
men did it who are now st trial In Nuern-

EARS ago,
Inst letter.

They led us in this hell of a way we are

©

The Germans are starving In a big way., You
can’t buy anyshing, no clothes, no shoes, no cigar~
ettes. no books and ne food, nothing st all. The
German towns are destroyed, in many cases eom-
pletelv. Sometimes 2 and 3 families are living in but
one room which is their llving room as well as their
kitchen or bedroom. Wesermunde is damaged about
60 per cent. Our inhabitants are still here, except
those who died in the night of the air raids. But
in addition to this nearly 10000 American sol-
diers are living here; of course they got the undam-
aged houses and flats, so the civilfans are livlog in
cellars, small wooden houses erected iIn the out-
skirts or even still smong the ruins with no roof
above them. There is no material at all to get the
houses built up again. There is no geas or cosl or
even firewood to prepare food or heat the Hving

oms. There are no window lights to keep the

rain off, there lsn’t even any water in some parts
of the town, That's but & smsll smount of those
bad conditions we've got to live in. Then theres s
black market where you can buy everything you
want for immense prices. Murderers, crooks, and.
prostitutes_are busy at night. Nowhere .are you
safe, your life’s always in danger. ¥ou see, Herbert,
that's what the Nazis made out of us.. You've been
here, you saw marvelous spots of our country. in the
valley of the lower Rhine. Nowadays you wouldn't
even’ recognize these places you visited: in: peace-
time about ten years ago.

The German people -are - guilty insofar: es. wo
didn’t stop the Nazis, but let them do all’ their, her
rible stuff without getting rid of theém. We

have done 15, probably, but we didn't know the :mm.'

We haven't had the slightest- ides about {he exist.
ence of the notorious: concentration camps
Gy

to Germsny a8 slaves.
and over again

bers. by hanging and shooting: e
Herbert, we didn't -know it The

ganda was well orgahized; top seclet. an Lhose
full of cruelty and teror: - We only saw jour

done in all these years. It would not be so bad
when we'd have enough food. But we haven't and
things will become worse in the next months up
to the new harvest. I'm young and dont lose the
hope that there’ll come better times; today or to-
morrow, that doesn't matter.

ow something about myself. A couple of weeks
ago I returned from Southern Italy where Ive
been 2 prisoner of war for a year's time. Ive had
a good time there. Employed as o cook (X mever
cooked in my life before’ In an officers mess,
had p of food and cigarettes and all I missed
was my freedom and news from home. I got married
in 1944 in a place near the former German-Folish
frontier. When the Red Army invaded Germany my
wife fled to the western parts of Germany but not
in time to joln my parents there. So I've had no
exact news about the whereabouts of my wife. Now
she folned me here efght days ngo and I'm qulte
happy again. Back home again I got emploved as
a draftsman in an Ameriean depot. Here I get some
additional food for myself and needn't starve as
much as my wife and parents. Its just to over-
live the time of the coming Summer; when there's
& new harvest there may be some more food for us,
(may be, may not bel). After that I want to carry
on with my studies at any university in Germeny
which I've not quite finished before the war, Then
TN go overseas. probably South America or Il stay
here. 1 don't know yet. Il see what happens (o
my fatherland

1 should be very giad, Herbert. to hear some-
thing ebout vou and your whereabouts h
vears behind us. Would you mind to send me & few
lines about it? 1 hope to hear from you agsin as
soon as possible.

. —HANS.

Governors For Speeders
CHARLOTTE
Editors. Tz News:
HE death rate due to auto accidenis on North
Carolina highways is rising steadily. And exces-
sive speed is the fundamental cause of highway
accidents.

The for s those

!who scmally sl‘axw up in court—is-a ‘m: and .a
ure.

In-these days of .locse “inoney. a ﬂn& ot speed

Ts does. practically - nothing -toward: curing: the:sin:
T anly creaies: @ certain-amount of ‘aunovance and
produces from the speedc" SOTAE hasty ‘remarks con:
cerning the :¢op who arrested: hi

Here fs ‘4 substitute penall v.meh would have

ive effects b

the ‘prinéipl
formation;

Let the judge sentente the Sp!i‘der to. say < thirty
the

gov=

or
Erhar ‘so Bdm«lcd as'to prevent hSm from xceedina

(speed of 45 miles s

Porter
or 15 greal
thit

to Bunday, . was

3 ln the aponge vhm Porter dtepped

Bmdey had in fact agresd to"

that its author, the ‘persistent Sen-
ator  from Ohlo,  was wiuln( to
accopt the “compromise.”
sego of such a bill would n-n
put the medmc m an extremely
embarrass
If Be had slgned it ‘Taft could
have claimed a victory and the
publlc would have wondered why
it had been rejected iIn the first
place. A second veto would have

“been & severe blow at Barkley's po-

sition in the Senate.
SLIGHT IMPROVEMENT

The Kentucky compromise, as
worked out between FPorter. and
Barkley, I3 & slight Improvement
over the messure vetoed by Tru-
man., It {s minus the worst fea-
tures of the Taft amendment which
would have forced prices up, even
when there was no_ justification
for price increases. Barkley is in
dead earnest when he says it's
absolutely the best that can be
got out of the Senate. In the
long debate over the compromise,
he referred wearily once or twice
to his desire to resign as major-
ity leader.

The revised bill as reported out
by the Senate Banking & Currency
Commiittee contains most of the
amendments that Chester Bowles
denounced 8s booby traps before
he resigned as economic stabilizer.
It divides authority between the
OPA Adminlstrator and the Secre-
tary of Agriculture, which would
make enforcement of the law dif-
ficult .

It abolishes OPA’s Maximum
Average Price plan, intended to en-
cournge manufacture of low-cost
clothing. It provides that auto
and applisnce dealers must be al-
lowed their full pre-war diacounts.

Peter Edson

shrewdn
-uplod ‘m.h Bdeter~
m-mi him

all controls off, x
m-twumuummn m;vn;
In two to thres mont

Yot whm—-and if~boLh lmuu

- adopt tha Kent

would . cause’ s violent -xp)mm
within'- the . Democratio | Phrty,
it'a .the hedt, mayhe it's
the humidity, but some nwhmy,
thi n ng -~ pald -

th this price cont Lml
fight. Nnunny, when food ‘prices
g0 to 15 to 30 per cent overnight,
you get a wild outery from the
average consumer, nd, how-
ever,
blaming

. connection wii

Amerlean people to revolutiqn,

When you pay 53 cents 8 dosen
for eggs on Saturdey .and 60 cents
on Wednesdsy, you need no prod-
ding from anyone to be upset. The
American people would have to be
= lot more apathetic than: they
are, not to realize the mulinl et
sich a jump in the
days after controls went o!t.

The signs are ominous. Labor
leaders are muttering thrests of
new wage demands to ‘make u;
cancellation of gains achieved six
months ago. Comumodity markets
are fn some instances close to
levels set in 1820, which was just
before the bottom fell out of &
scarcity market.

e production is at anp all-
time high, yet the Ta snd
‘Wherrys talk about “incentives” to
get more production. And mil
goes up three cents a quart,
ert Wason, of the National Asso-
clation of Manufacturers, says con-
sumers can cure high prices by not
buving. which will be interesting
news to mothers with small chil-
dren.

REMEMBER THAT AD®

We are notoriously forgetful, but

e of us will not soon forget
that advertisement of the NAM
which sald, “Would vou like same
butter or a sossl of beef?" and
ihen blamed the OPA for scarc-
jties. We can get the butter or
the beel today—IF we have the
price,

Science Shenanigans

WASHINGTON
HE political wire-pulling to gei
a science research bill passed
this session of Congress has
taken a new twist with the in-
troduction of still another meastire
on this subject by Rep. Wilbur
M of Arkansas. This is the
h sclence bill to appesr on
the srem. not counting the Me-
Mahon ntomic energy bill nor
the Mitchell wic pohey bill nor
another half doren’ assorted mes
fcal Tesearch bills. Bui the “She
nanigans behind this Mils bill
are worthy of Olsen and Johnson
In the beginning. early in the
war, the law-maker wha gave
& darn about what hﬂp‘pﬂ‘td to
science was Senator Harley
Kilgore of West Virginia. He in-
troduced the original bill to create
a Science Foundation. but nobody
paid any attention. Then. last July
Dr. Vennevar Bush, head of th
Offfce of Scientific Research &
Development. issued & blue-covered
report called “Sclence. the Endless
Frontier” That stirred up & little
more enthusinsm.
RARE COINCIDENCE
By rare political toincidence, Sen-~
ator Warren' G Magnuson . of
Wi “wnd o

of the folnt Kligore-Magnuson bill

Second. by an_end run over (o

the House of Representatives, the

forces allied with Dr. Bush passed

the ball to Congressman Miils and
persuaded him o introduce
brand-new Science Foundation
nof the Senate compromlise
ameihing much cloger to
i which

MAGNUSON'S STRATEGY

John T. Teeter, who iz Buahs
front man lobbying for the new
bill. save this sirategy of shifting
1he play to the House before tho
Senate could act was suggesied bv
Senator Magnuson himself, In oth-
er words. Magnuson was willing
10 sabotage the compromise he had
worked out with Senator Kilgore
in order to get something more
like his original proposal S
by the House.

Anyway, the new Mills bill would
make three important changes In
the bill agreed upon by the Ser
ators. It would cut out the Kil-
gore proposal for research in the
social sciences. ‘It would cut out
s provision ‘that 25 per cent of
the Government funds appropriated
for ‘research:must be  apportioned
among - ‘the states. and . spent i

ol

ills {mmediately introduced iden-

tical Dbills to put into effect. &lb
recommendations of the. Bush

Setitors. Byra of Virginla, 80
'wnham rhum o mwom! able: o
them
ce

ted
leges:: It would “cut out:the: pro-
posal - that ‘sl pstents: developed
' Government-financed  research
should: rem‘m the property ol the.
and ‘be mude avaliable

The remm for Lhu! chi
fairly s The

he Degeneration Of Democracy

HAVE noted for some time that de-
pariment stores, when boasting in
that they are offering for sale scarce

#ppend & fote in small type.warn-

Custorders that mell and phone
06t be accepted. This is under-
8, 0 entirely democratic, no-fa-
progess. But one of the New York
& now embellished the usual no-
large type it proclalms: “No mall
phione orders. Just run right up
ficor and get in line.”
fficult to criticize such apparent
but we must confess that we view
- tnvitation to stand and wait with
foreboding. Apparently the
conditioned tbe American people
_traditionsl distaste for line-~
vanished. Surely this 15 s
the degencration of our democ-

ers night after nighit. over. Germany dmz:plng1

the faint-hearled compatriots they so0

scornfully left behind & century ago? Are f

. ’ gO7 & own people

% ey forfeiting their freedom at long last mitted by men and. women c.x our
or nylon stockings, T-bone stesks, and rece. Andnow We've o suffer for
lawn-mowers? : -

If there is 1o be a buyers' sirike let it
begin here. There Is no time to lose. The
world. we are convinced, will end’not with
& bang, not with & whimper, but when all
Hs inhabitants are finally standing, patient
and dull-eyed, in line.

Drew Péa‘rsmi"s
Merry-Ga-Round 8

ADMIHAL mmltn u
his broke;

Under the Russian savanl’s plan for
lengthening the life span to 150 years.
we'd be our own posterity; and it would
serve us right.

In this latest role of book ageiit, are we
to understand the ex-head of ‘‘American
Commies, Earl Browder, is "tuitilng over

ve never been noled for NEW leaves?

1sxington, New Orleans,

taln, Ssn Juan Hill, Chateau
Okinaws they were motlvated
' impatience, If they didn't
were they have always

ye things to their liking,

move on. After defying
umy of. !anixn dlcw

The need s suggested for s psetdonym
for Robert, the latest of ‘the
Jacksons—something between “St«nnux
and “S8hoeless Joe."

In the matter of inflation; some of the
sounder: alsrmists logk for a steady rize In
prices from' the  mesely exoriltant to the
- {ankly scademic, 1 . o




