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=0 thl: na‘mﬂ Iy demon-
that:continued :Demncratic govern-
nee 1900 has created confidence in
\the flittire of ‘the state

This 15 a cheerful conciusion
‘cautious “¥ort of way we share it The
trouble is that the fizures upon which i
1§ based are vaguc and seatiered, since tex-
tile, stock sales are always cozy fransac-
tions attended bv the least possible pub-
Yi¢ity. The statistics that seep out under

the:iron- curtain are startling indeed, but
it'sa brave edit hn undertakes to de-
termine exactly what they mean.

For instance, THr Nrws yvesterday pub-
lUshed a report thal the stock of Victor-
Monaghan, & Greenville corporation capi-
talized at $6.400.000, is selling at $405-a
share as against a par value of $100. The
stock has bounded upward at the rate of
& hundred dollars a month, and finally dis-
appeared “from the Charlotte exchange,
golng out, presumably, through the rnof.
It is obvious that this temporary curve
doesn't represent a capital gain for all
Victor-Monaghan stock. Instead it means
that most of the stock has been cornered
a5 a part of a vast consolidation—reported-
1y involving twelve Carnlina mills capi-
talized st $17.308.000—and that only a few
essential shares are being held out by their
happy owners. The average price pald for
Victor-Monaghan stock by the new owners
would be conslderably lower, but still high
enough to raise the evebrowg of those who
remember the bad old dividendless days.
Stil], a high price is justifted by the latest

don't know how far the 51 airline

seats Eastern Air Lines is allocating
Charlotte will go toward meeting the city's
demand for air transportation, but it is
certainly an impressive figure when com-
pared with the limited service of & few
months ago. Perhaps Mayor Baxter Is jus-
tified In his that “as

. and in A

Well, It Could Be A Coincidence

eral wing of the pmy went all o

* for  Wallace. heW‘hlb thl the)
nearl; b

yf.h’emﬂmt ‘ballot, their Ml'm‘ﬂi

420, & little -short of & ma-
jorlby In the bargaining: that' wss
part of this convention : drams,

ﬂ.lmm and his PAC kept Jsmec

Byrnes out of the Vice:]
d:ntiul nomination. Truman m,
in & sense, s compromise cholce.
LABOR’'S DILEMMA
The grassroot politicians in PAC
helleve thet orgenized lebor will
he faced with o Hobson's choice in .

In any event, they ars not

hopeful of displacing Truman, Such
& conflict would be likely to dis-

the Democratic Convention.

¢ end result might be a South-

érn walkout that would make the
defection in'the Al Smith cam-
palgn seem negligible. It would

consequences. - The political
boiling as it hes not bolled for

many years.
Firat of all, organized labor 15
faced on the political side With &
major declslon, The Truman speech
ngress marked once and for
5 et ol the Roosevelt era,
Up to that point, Truman hed
heen wumeu as Roosevelt's suc-
cessor but with np real enthusiasm,
" Now the whole pro-Roosevelt
crowd within the trade - union
movement is seeking'a new orlen-
tation. It 15 no longer & question
of whether support will go to Tru~
man in M8, The guestion now is
whether to start out at once to
bulld o third porly ‘or to try to  MCan & breakup of the party.
substitute another candidate’ for . 'There is brave talk of capturing
Trumen in the Democralic Party. the Demoeratic Party and ap-
of course, Is pecullarly the ~Propriating its popular symbols. A
pmb]em of the PAC and the CIO, revised Democratic - Labor Party
But more conservative labor g’mups would then proceed to mnominate
face the same 'dilemms. Wallace for President, and Pepper
‘Whitney of the raflroad Urafmen  for Vice-President.
would certainly never be called a Onptimists within the Demo-
revolutionary, The Brotherhoods cratic National Committee, includ-
have always been rated in the ing Chairman Robert Hannegan.
conservative wing of labor. Yet say that the excltement will die
Whitney is & vice-president of the down and that Truman will sgain
PAC and he agréed to address o  have labor's support. But this
blg mess meeting organized by the sounds & little, like whistling
Greater New York Council of the through the gravéyard.
c10. The unhappiest mortals are the
THIRD PARTY TREND

Democratic Senators up for re-
Within the PAC, there has long election who had to yote on the
beeh an Influentfal group In favar  President’s proposal. They spent 3
of a third party. ncludes  great deal of time and talk on
Communist and fellow-traveler ele.  wevs and moans of -geiting off the
ments. It includes, however, others - hook™ One Ingenious plan was to

; who regaerd themselves as llberals persuade the President to with-
know, but we have an ldea sorne part of and progressives, They have long draw his emergency bill on the
all these molives has a bearing on the - = . = - been convinced that the two old- ground that settlement of the rail
fantastic deals of the day. ° . . > . . - e 5 line parties are hopeless and that  and coal strikes removed the neces-

;. - = . . - the only course lies in third-party  sity for it,

The $64 question, of course, is how the iy T o mction would un-
general economy of the reglon will finally At the next meeting of the PAC  doubtedly have brought down &
be affected by it all. Consolldation may lead al}e‘eri:lg fomtx)m'c‘aee, the Lss\;e of siwrm {of c;—(t[trlsm fré)m 'g:cﬂ u:«
to general expanslon. and certainly 1t is whether to bulld at once for 2  tion of opinlon most enthuslastic
e ’;’_nt jsiaht sod productive third party will be threshed our. over the President’s atrong stand

ely 1o guaraniee increased pi Mors cautioys leaders, such es Moreover, the ‘fmminent nmmns
efficiency. But there is, of course, always a Sidney Hillman, stiil belleve it s strike leaves the threat of paraly:
good chance that the erratic course of best to work within the Demoeratic still hanging over the naua"j
high finance will lead straight to a final Party, attempting to substitute for  economy
collapse, disastrous to the innocent by-
stander as well as the textile tycoon.

It's too early. much too early, for Caro-

the terrible vear of 1945, when Government
controls’ and  price ceilings and rifnous
taxes 'were hamstringing management; the
compaiiy had profits.of $5.168,000, after de-.
preciation: but before taxes: which: repre-
sented a net of $30 per cominon share after
taxes.

Certainly there's a ‘zood dcal of Ynnkec
money involved in all this dealing. Can=
celled checks in the consolidstion of which
Vietor-Monaghan is a part go right to Wall
Street. and some al least are reported to
hear the signature of a Morgan partner.
But, whatever the increase in 'absentee
ownership. there now seems to be little im=
mediate prospect of absentee manager-
ship. Native sons like R. E.-Henry, presi~
dent of Victor-Monaghan, and B. B. Gos-
sett. principal owner of the mills recently
absorbed by Textron, Inc., seem to remain
in active charge of their properties even
after the big deals are in the bag.

There are a variety of explanations for
the mergers. You run into those fine and
fancy words, integration, verticalization
and diversification, which stand for tech-
nical progress. And the cynieal will tell
vou of vast and complicated schemes to
dodge taxes, beat price ceilings,and even to
clip a few unwary stockholders. We don't

PeoEle’s Pldtform
Booker T. Washington Memorial

Truman an approved liberal such THANKLESS BU
as Secretary of Commerce Hen Politics 15 a thankiess business.
A. Wallace or Senator Ciaude Pep-  Some of the Republicans wheo
per of Florida. clamored most loudly for actlon in

: ] . P > . !
linfans to do anything more positive than & ROCKY MOUNT, VA. ' labor leaders involved In our recent strikes have been oo otte T Tt oy "be W 'Fasciom® and brandining - th
hold their breath and pray for the best. Editors, Te News: - : Republicans. petitlon, on & much bigger scale. of  Constitution. This includes several
JAST week. T witnessed the unveiling of the bust of It will probably shock some people to learn that  ihe drama of the Democratic Con-  candidates for President, Perhaps,
oker T. Washington in the Library of New . there are Republican labor leaders. Old Hutehinson  yentjon of 1944, Then the prize il they make the grade. they whi
York University, and I saw it placed in the Hall of -~ 2! the Carpenters Union has even been a Republican was the Vice-Presldency. e discover some day just how thank-

Fame among America’s xmmormm The selection of - Natlonal Committeemen. sitling right up there dur- headed by the PAC, the labor-lib-  less & huziness it really is.

the name of Booker T. Washington ‘was made by 100 ing the twelve years of Roosevelt. biting his nails in
outstending nation-wide ottons wing reviewed sareo. mourning, along with Will Hays, Hervert Hoover and
fully, 30 years after his death, his. contributions to  Alf Landon. .We have yet to hear from Old Hutch-
the Nation in general:and to the Southland in par- . inson—and:Mt. Editor, would it be sacriligious or
tiewlar. Profound thinkers of both races, speaking at = communistic” 4f :we: just mention, only in passing,
the unvelling, expressed themselves as feeling thatthe that the NEW Deel :Demacrat labor leaders—the two
philosophy of Booker T. Washinglon would go down have not had a
through the ages as & benefit to ~ strike for Seven earsand,the management in these
B f%r' i‘mc‘ﬁ?n ?Tg;‘eo{ 'EE kamer“l the union hesds whe}r]: k}uﬁglemlalgv:ngegu ?1123 ?n;ii

pnosize p:)xyg)}gncgrfhuv ol O%H first -works . hard

Peter Edson

Inside Rail Labor

B WASHINGTON
'TKIS Alvanley Johnston and.ih

Florida and back, and passengers seeking
tickets at way stops understandably were
not greeted with open arms. Winter, un~
fortunately, will come ggain, and unless
there is an expansion of really gigantic
‘proportions, there is some reason to believe
that the conditions of & year ago will be

Canada of American parents, and
he went to buslness college.

#i¥%as an engineer on the brother-

becomes available EAL is taking care of
the needs of our city.”

‘We have a feeling, however, that the
generous space allocation is of a temporary
nature. For instance, 21 of those 51 seats
are available on the northbound EAL spe-
eial flight which originates here under the
control of the Charlotte office. That flight
wes jnaugurated, perhaps by coincidence,
shortly after our City Manager Flack pub-
lished a blast at EAL charging thet space
out of Charlotte was virtually non-existent.
And it was announced as a temporary run,
subject to cancellation at any time. So far
as we know it stlll operates on that tenta-
tive basis.

It & also pertinent to recall the seasonal
nature of EAL's business. The money in air
line operation is in the long haul, the long-
er the better. and EAL operates now from
Boston and Detroit. to Miami. Last Winter
the Great Silver Fleet had all it could do to
baul the horde of Northern tourisis to

are not afflicted, as a rule, with

dire forebodinms. but we find cause
to brood In the latest repori of the Na-
tional Opinion Research Center. The poll-
sters went around asking the usual na-
tional cross-section how they felt about
bhaving their children undertake a public
career, and 65 per. cent of those questioned
replied, “I didn't raise my boy to be a pol-
iticlan.” If anvbody added, “I'd rather sce
him dead.” the NORC had the delicacy not-
to report it,

Only 25 per cent felt that a career m
politics might be desirable. but even this
figure has a major qualification. Thirty per
cent of those who had no objection to their
sons seeking public favor admitted that
they hadn't voted at all in the last na-
tional election, and presumably did not
understand the nature of the politician’s
existence.

We confess that we too repress a shud-
der when we gaze at some of the politicos
who have attained high officecih this parl-
ous time, and we can certainly understand
# ‘mother's desire to proiect her offspring
from such company. But it must be re-

Another Voice

ought to occasion no surprise at. all
that the head of the National Associa-
on of Manufacturers has expressed warm
rajse for the head of the Unlted Mine
‘Workers Union. Mr. john L. Lewis, accord-
ing:to a statement made in Chicago the
other day by Mr. Robert R. Wason, “has
‘always worked in the interest of the people
He représents.” No doubt Mr. Lewis would
be glad to day as much for Mr. Wason.
sre s a kinship between them in the

people Lhey represent and In the
to whieh a1l other inter
drom thelr vision:
Ehould think it not unlikely that a

of Ampricans would disagree with

are’ ex-

Don’t Send My Boy To Congress . ...

The Kettle And The

pia with which they view the interest’
the

Alexander Fell Whitne:
whom President Truman gave such
a terrible dressing-down in public
are also cast as the villains fn long-
standing warfare that goes on be-
nesth the surface of ralroad labor

ood tranquility. It is &

duplicated all aloffy the EAL routes. his life in -the .up-building “of the:'South, was an 2 “union shop”.and then
apostle of good-will, and stressed the soundness of his
We may be unduly cynical, also, when we philosophy in -adapting education m the needs o
remark upon the singular timing of EAL's the people.

announcement of a space bonanza. It could A -few days hefore the elecuon of Booke: .
be another colncidence that it burst forth - Washington to the Hail of

just two weeks before the opening of hear- e e s e

ings in the Boston-New Orleans case be-
fore the Civil Aeronautics Board, under
which more than a dozen air llnes are
seeking to establish new, routes through
this area, Three Hnes (Atlantic, Northeast,

hood's Great Northern unit until
1918, assistant president til 1925,
and became grand chlef engineer
then. He withdrew from the Rall
way Labor Executives' Assoclation
o in 1942, "to have maoney.” but he
* bitter jurisdictional and member- W3S probably influenced In this siep
mmg dispute . with a long DY Whitney

Iste was-one-of the principal ~WHITNEY AMBITIGUS
eASONS fnr the:strike.- though it Alexander Fell Whitney Is 73. He
asinever come-out-inithe open  was barn in Iowa, and got :into
'smd Hes severboen the subject of  railrondi 2 brakeman on fhe
ispte. with *rallroad  manage- He was chalrman

25 the lights went on:again,
ck to its mad merry: whirl in
mMars coilld

Truman's speech’ W
and read from Shakespeu

teachings of Book
has: there :heen

and Freight-Flite) will seek permission to g‘;ﬂ{;ggdﬁ;ﬂ“”&;’“ the charges ‘are’ that . mittee from 135;‘30%15533’\‘«:3.;?2:
schedule regular stops at Charlotte, and and for adapting education to orhoad ol Railway - ident until 1028, and has been pres-

ident since then. He is hig, tough

will, naturelly, be opposed. by EAL, which
q“d ambitious, and he loves pub-
lie

will seek to demonstrate that it Is already
providing adequate service.

All in all, we think it well that Executive -
Secretary Robert Lassiter Jr., of the City's biggest. af . the “operating . brother-
Aviation Committee, plans fo attend the Booker T Sych i  Nooda: Tt includea 20,000 condutors,
hearings fo present Charlotte's case. It T}‘ A ! : 0000 switchmen and . yar
may be that, one way or the other, some- ; . ,mf“fusyi'ﬁmqf;“hﬂ"% T e
one will raise the question: When la 51 membershlp fa 16,000
not 517 Gonnstona Brotherhood of Loco:

1 ls the ariatocrat
& hu&n estimated

Todny. Whilhey'a Brotherhood of
Railway  Trainmen  has -a. total
memberahip of 218,000 and ‘ls the

tequirements of
it Llns o establish
Booker T. Was] h n
any ‘othi

membered that the political scene shifts - per
of mdustrinl trah

and clanges: today's shining light ds tos
morrow’s burnt-out bulb, and a whole cd=
vey of statesmen mav emerge &b any:min.
ufe to restore the calling’s lost Justre.

10 the tendency to regard & public cas
reer as something Jess than ‘respectable
should continue, however. it s easy to fore-
see the day when stalesmen will disappear
from the scene allogether. As we have re-
marked many times before, a statesman
must first be a politician, and politicians
can be no better than the source from
which they are drawn. If we rank our pub-
lie servants just a cut above panderers in
the social seale we can't expect high-mind-
ed young citizens to clamor for election,

Somewhere, at thelr mother's knee, in
schonl or in colleze, the young must be
made to understand that public office—any
public offlce—remains a position of honor
and trust no matter how often and how
thoroughly its incumbents have debased:it.
When we cease to belleve this it will cesse
to be 50, and when 1t ceases to be:so all
government, as we know 1t, will lose -its
meaning,

hélp
address:all: communical
ington® Birthplace

Editors, Tiez New:
that the
has cleared avay,

waged back-stage Jn Washinglon ever o
Germaii - pitents: = The battle illustmus how .
Triman knows his: onion: 2

! BSCURED by the strike news,
Pot «

of John L. Lew
foremost.” This

are:to:America, first and
is.stmply to say that Mr.
Lewis tends to _his own._concept of
the special and diate intetest of the
people he represents: with ‘a’¥
that leaves: entirely olt:of ‘account- the
welfare of the: reést of  the - Nation: Mr.
Wasons admiration?of this singl i d
ness stems, no doubt, from his own practlce
of it. The one man alms to:wreck wage
stabilization, Lhe other to wreck price :

And since 05 prices:
are but nmmsm‘, sides of the same: Coln;
they recognize that victory for éither. will
mean victory for both, Hence thé alliance
between them and the jolnt allegiance ‘o

U, 8

companies-or monopolized by on
Mast important German com

s General Anfline & Film.

pgtems of

N it Was selaed by’ Alien Property cu.suadl-n Leo
Crowlev‘ Crov;ley pluced on l.he bns.rd of dl o1

OFp.y
otherbig :corporations; alss. Gieorge A]l another. Victor
Emantel messenger boy, It so happened that Victor Ema:
.was “then” payirg. Crowley 'a 'salary of: 360000 & yur,
though Crowley. wis also: utlng a5 allen p:

It Rlso hlppenad thxt. 6 Alleti, thounh ﬂght»hlnd
adviser to Try lld several s&lnrleﬂ hy Vlcmr
Emanuel’as & d ectar nf Renublic Steel, “Aviation C
tee Alreraftiete: o 0

This: nice; neat little keep-it in- (he-lnmilv arrangement
has continued, ‘even though Leo Crowley 18 now oiit of the

: Oovernn:fnb Slnce lhen his?stooge;. James Murkh
b ax

Wnﬂlon that

“contintied to'let Gern

2. motto - which
3 & Fllm hog Lhc Nazl pntemr



