Neynnd went to Vienns in
818 he was the defeated and: dis-
ited agent of a broken empire. His
ng genius had led France to disas-
ter at'Watérloo. He went begging to the
Congress of Vienna. so the conguerors
ht. He sat oufside the councils.
the victors prepared. to divide - the spoils.
‘There ‘was no place for a Fremchmah in
the building of the new Europe It didn't
ast long. .

The conquerors, in fear of the future.
began to fight among themselves. and one
by one they went secretly to Talleyrand,
pleading that he halt the threat.of Prus-
sla, of Austris, of Russla. of England. In
the end he became the most imporiant
figure of the Congress, and in siding with
the Russian-Prussian axis he  defeated
England and Austria. In exchange he
bought’ & goodly bargain ‘for his defeated
France.

Many observers in Europe today Inok
back to Vienna, and draw alarming para
lels to that {ll-fated peace setiicment
They report that Britain and Russia aic
each trying to revive Germany. and stand
-, heron her feet as a stout ally against the

AYOR Herbert Baxter
sick of Morris Field long before he
finally clutched that precious deed in his
hand. But he carried through, pressing
forward over one obstacle after another,
through the long months of wrestling with
Washington red tape. More than once it
appeared that Charlotte would never ac-
quire title to the field its barracks and
acreage. The struggle might have gone on
forever.

The Mayor was singularly determined to
© “turn this ‘deal. and his leadership madr
. .possible this partial solution to the local
housing problem and great addition to our
aviation facilities. And he had the most
‘eapable assistance. Attorney Ed Hanson
» was working all the while fromt the in-
side, where the ‘effects of red tape were
most exasperating. As the go-between, he
cut the quibbling short by rhany months.

Mr. Hanson worked as an agent of City
Council, and Representative 8am Ervin,
who saw him at his job in Washington,
praised him highly for his handling of the

John L. Has Family

ABOR'S agonies s Congress prepares
legislation to halt John L. Lewis and
other union leaders who can, almost sin-
gle-handedly, defy the natlon, are not for
Lewis himself. All organized labor obvious-
1y fears the bill written for the purpose of
acotching one man. It rightly suspects that
any such legislation would injure the
cause of all labor, and in addition to ham-
pering the willful and selfish leader, would
place all unions in danger.

But there are no’tears for John L. He
has a3 many enemies among the great
Iabor organizations as among the mine
owners, and they are equally as vengeful.
‘The echoes of Philip Murray's tirade
against Lewis before the clothing workers
last week have scarcely died down. The
steel workers at Atlantic City, finding
themselves unemployed because of John's
coal strikes, spoke of him bitterly.

‘When he bolted AFL in 1935 and set out
to organize the CIO he left many enemles
behind In that conservative labor group.
i When he resigned the CIO presidency in
1940 and organized a third labor move-
' ment around his rough-and-ready District
80 of the United Mine Workers, -he created
a whole class of new eremies.

He left bitterness behind in the cam-
paigns of 1840 and 1944 when he stumped
against Franklin Roosevelt; in the early
New Dezl days he had been a fanatic FDR
supporter (he cooled considerably during
the sit-down auto strikes of 37. when FDR
cried, “A plague o' both your houses.”}.

was probably

Another Voice

Democ acy

There are those who. when they de-
cide to make themselres fell. are. the
most powerful pressure group m ihe
world. 1 mean the American People.

—President Harry S. Truman.

HAT Is another way of saying democ-

racy works,

A democracy is a nation governed by
public servants of the majority’s choice.
When those public servants translale the
majority’s will into action on basic ques”
tlons, demoeracy works. When they fail lo
do s0, democracy fails.

We haven't had a major failure vet.
. Bometimes the people do not get what
they want immediately. A hundred and
forty million people. or any substantial
. proportion thereof. do not make up their
[« minds.overnight. Nor can they find a way

- of speaking out, en- masse. the moment
. they have decided. That takes time.

When President Truman submitted his
post-war program for Americe. the great
. majority of the people favored it. The Re-
" publican Party, and & munority of special
= interests, opposed it.

For a time the opposition seemed suc-
cessful. But the main reason for the il-
lusion of success was the simple fact that
publie opinion had not yet caught on to
st & mlnom.y representauun in Con-~

Mvubﬁcmm misinterpreted this
=drunk on s salff-of the

- It fears

onic wars. the ‘victors colirt the vanquish-
ed, with such ardor that the Thlrd Reich

I will have no need of a Machiavellian

schemer like Talleyrand. As in the Con-
gress of Vienna. the Big Four are trying to
fashion the peace themselves, and to pre-
sent it readv-made. if ever. for ratifica-
tion by lesser members of the United Na-
tions. . . .

The dangers. of course, are several.
There is the possibility that a powerful
Germany may rise within a generation,
capable of waging terrible war. There is
the possibility of growing friction between
Russia and her Western Allles. There is
the possibility that every new boundary of
peace in Europe, drawn in compromise be-
tween great powers in confiict, may point
the way to stlll another war.

Against such a background the drag-

ging trials of war criminals 2t Nurenberg
becomes a farce, and the war-makers in
dack. pleading for their lives, may already
see the shape of coming German victory
ooming before them, in the wake of one
of the most crushing military defeats in
history.

Mayor Baxter And The Golden Fleece

whole affair. What Mr. Hanson has done,
apparently. has given us an =irport, a
number of important buildings and =
sizeable housing project in advance of
schedule. He proved himself most adept at
pulling various Government agencies into
agreement. and reducing red tape to a
minimum

In the end. Charlotle pot almost every-
thing it asked of Washington. a remark-
able success in such a transaction. Now. of
course, it is Charlotte's move. Even with »
this expansion. our aviation factlities must
be improved if we are to meet the chal-
lenge of other citles for air transport. And
those barracks must be converted quickly
i1 we are tn ease the housing tension with
400 units while the pinch is at its tightest.

Thanks to the Council, Mayor and At-
torney Hanson. we hold a valuable prop-
erty, and have the chance to break a
couple of important municipal log jams. It
Mayor Baxter and hls people work as hard
to develop the Morris Fleld property as
they did to gain title to it, we'll be getting
somewhere,

Troubles Too

Now, after ten vears of scoffing at the
AFL. he 15 back in the fold, a too-powerful
leader.

Lewis has been given the fullest sup-
port by his miners from the start. He
found them well on the way to organiza-
tion, and made them powerful. But they
did not follow where he led when he
switched political camps: they follow him
for dollars, not for ideals.

No. labor's anxiety is not for Lewis, but
for itself. for its future as a great move-
ment.” Many of its members. top to bottom,
would gladly see him sacrificed to the na-
tlonal urge for control of strikes and strik-
ers. But labor knows well enough that
Lewis is not the only Congresslonal target.
that many Congressmen who
speak so earnestly of equality between la-
bor and management do not mean thal
at all. and that when they speak of union
responstbility they are thinking of some-
thing else

Labor counts as Ms Congressional
friends men like Florida's Senator Pepner,
who warn against hasty legislation. dan-
rerous to the cause of all Labor and &
threat to industrial peace. Labor thinks of
itself when the sharpshooters bang away
at Lewis, and is'not moved. either by the
threat to John L's skin. or the pleas of
management for armament reduction. And
all the while it waits its own turn to press
that royalty scheme John is working. The
movement wastes no love oh old John, but
it admires his way with & weapon,

At Work

eork. Now they were out to murder the
Truman program. They were going to cut
the heart aut of veterans' housing. They
were gning to draw and quarter the OPA.

Then something happened. i

That something was the voice of the
American people.

It now appears that the most important,
powts in the Truman price control and
housing programs are going to be restored
and enacted—in deference to the people
of the United States.

But other issues, other important parts
of the Truman program. will be coming
before Congress. One of these is the health
insurance program embodied in the Wag-
‘ner-Murray-Dingel} bill

The public wants that health insurance.
A recent poll of popular opinion in Wash-
ington showed that 70 per cent of the peo-
ple in the nation’s capital were strongly
in favor of the Presidents -health insur-
ance plan.

If we want health insurance as much as
we wanted price control, let's speak out for
1t! Let’s “consolidate the gains”. Let's keep
on letting the Republicans and those who
act lor special interests in Congress know -
that we are watching them, that we know
how to go to the record, and-that, having
consulted it. we shall know how to vote!,

Your country’s future is worth the pos-
tage.—The Demacrat, official: Dem.Natl,
Committce paper.

R 4

other. As in !hp aftermath of the Napole- -

d at-the same time pel
unlonization of mine foremen,

he muld make of

Industry.

more, he would have a

Burning Question

Is The Right To Strike Sacred?

By GEORGE- EEICSON

In The Christian Science Monitor
THE nation is certainly in the midst of what has
been termed by Donald R. Richberg. former Na-
tional Recovery Administrator, as a “shameful era
of legalized indusirial warfare” The stiuation calls
for a law or laws which will protect the public
interest againat the disasters which ensue when
powerful groups fight it out to the finish over dif-
terences which seemingly do not yield to around-
the-table conferences, Of course, laws do not cure
always evils or injustices, but they make it possible
for men of judgment and good will to inaugurate
measures or to try to bring about a sort of busi-
ness climate which will speed the way to accord.
“Today, the question ls more insistent than ever:
there be any restrictions on the right to
? The labor leaders, certain members of
Congress and various publicists hold that the right
to strike cannot he abridged. Harold E. Stassen sald
in a recent article in a nationally distributed maga-
zine: “The right to strike must remain inviolate."
On the other hand. in addition to the industrial-
tsts, there are Congressmen and educators who as-
sert that the right to strike has no greater validity
than the right to work. that the strike weapon can-
not legitimately be defended when it deprives com-
munitles of those fdcilitles necessary to maintain
tife and health. such as light, heat, power, vital
transportation, food. ete.

It has been said repeatedly that there are certain
types of occupation which are in a separate cate-
gory and that such workers have, by the public na~
ture of their work. relinquished what labor leaders
call an “inalienable” right to strike. This category
|nclude5 sﬂldlers‘ policemen, firemen and other pub-
llc serv:

Then lhere are public ullliile!‘ which, though
privately owned and managed, have a special status
because they operate under a public franchise. These
furnish vital services, and, since they are publicly
regulated, surely no Inalienable right.to strike against
them exists. For It can be shown that a strike for
higher wages or changed working conditions which
deprives a community of its necessities creates so
much harm that the community itself is entitled to
take steps for self-protection. S eps may in-
rlude compulsory arbitration where conciliation has
failed.

In the present Instance, where a coal strike has
been slowly paralyzing many of the most important
Industrial processes of the country, it cannot be said
that the industry struck against is a utility. That
fact, however, becomes a technicality when the re-
sults are such as to endanger the functioning of
the whole economy.

New Legislation Needed

When the welfare of the millions of non-particl-
pants in the sirike 18 being damaged to an extent
far of the op-
Pocing. merien then e e tos. the. masessy oF
the natlon to move in upon the fields of battls
and say, "No more of this nonsense!” Neither thr rh-
duracy of the mine owners nor the Jemands of the

. were regarded as weak
hi

Act: another is tne Smith-Connally law. The for-
mer was inaugurated at a time when labor unions
and in need of protection
from the might of industry, It is now regarded by
many experts and legislators as discriminating
against industry. The latter was passed

& deterrent to strikes, but labor leaders assert that
it has provoked the greatest strike wave in history.

What Of Right To Work?

Of course. the right to strike is today part of the
law. There is herdly any instance in which strikes
can be enjoined.. As compared with the robust
right to strike, together with the prerogatives that
g0 with such a right, su mass picketing. for
instance, the right to work is but a feeble shadow.

‘The fellow who, by some chance {s not a joiner,
who is a holdout. Who feels a union to be restrie-
tive, is then likely to be called by union members
s “scab,” a “free.rider’ a “stooge. or even a
“traitor.” When this 8 how unionism protects it~
self, the right to work becomes merelysa tag for
zontumely or ostracism.

But “rights” have a way of changing either tn
lppearnnce or substance as the years roll by. Ther
Is & growing insistence today upon demanding !rum
unions -that they regard responsibilities as coequal
with rights. Such insistence is finding reflection in
the demand for revision of the National Labor Re-
Iations Act, the administration of which industry
feels has been decidedly one-sided and has placed
iabor in the position of a-favored party, ere

w a call for the elimination of “wildcat.” “quickie”, .

and “slow-down" strikes and the imposition of sanc-
tions or penalties applicable to either party. As
it is today, the term “unfair labor practice” is ap-
plied to the employer only.

That Congress is fully aware of the breakdown
in labor-management relatlons and the faflure of
the Wagner Act is evidenced by the various proposals
that have come up for consideration. such as the
Case bill, the Byrd blll, the Burton-Ball-Hatch bill,
and others. ‘The danger is that anger will push
through & bill that may do as much damage as
benefit.

Court Of Last Resort

Outlawing all strikes is not feasible. But when
medinlon and voluntary lrhnrnuon r-u then bring-
g the power of public opinion e mate
bcr under dispute has always hld !l(ect H the
public is given the facts, then the disputants must
W to the court of last. resort. These facts mul
necessarlly by some competent fact-
tinding panel and they must then be welghed by
an impartial group representing the workers, the
management and consumers or public, whose
judgment should be final.

e time has come when the public can no longer
wait for either or both of the disputing parties to
listen to reason or compromise. President,
whether reluctant or not, may have to order seizure of
the coal mines — and later the raflroads. The

is disorder and stagnation of

mine worksrs funneled through ti
ambitious John L. Lewis, sho\lld d!lﬂy the lppUCl-
tion of commaonsense embodied in law.

Just what the nature of new lekialltlan to pro-
tect the American public from irrational, dangerous,
costly strikes should be, Is most  controversial
question, lL is nerlul]y evldcxll that our present

That \hr‘rP are some IBbol laws on the books to-
day which are *recelving wide condemnation ix be-
yond dispute. One of these is the so-called Wagner

Drew Pearson’s o

M erry-Go-Ro;md .

hose two events are: ‘The bonu
Hoover, and the coal sirike under Harry Truman.

Rooscvelt also was threatened with a bonus army, also
Bui they have been forgotten,
ys remember the Hoover -bonus

with several coal strikes.
whereas the public will
army and the current coal crisis.
And in
Lechnique between Hoover, Roosevelt and Tru
Hoover

the nation's economic life. The fight to the.finish
—the of the jungle—must become legaliy -the
lnachmnlsm it is socially.

Crimes by individuals against soclet alt
Wi by cousts. & Sttike. wiiel Taa. the. elTest of &
r.cm.plrlcy aginst natlonal weltare must be dealt with

the. power of Government.
or # long-range cansideration by Co
v into .athor

attempt to bring about.industrial pe

Hoover, Rooseve

WASHINGTON
NSIDERS who have watched the Hoover. Roosevelt and
Truman Administrations, point to two events as best illus-
trating their methods of approaching national problems.

s army under Herbert *

Best Lewis Weapon Negl
L AST sutumn, for instance;
tive atrike to secure recagnm
Yckes advised Trumen  that
ihat' his’ miners  weren't behind
time: to weaken' Lewls b znlng
“'miners: back to 'work, knew.
graggling back to work wuu

this very fact is found the basic dl![(rence of .

sat in {he White House wntchlnz the bonus

army of veterans dally grow larger until it reached the
unruly total of 20,000 men, and finally was driven-out-of

the city by General MacArthur, leaving black
oosevelt came
conunued to enter Washington,

fanfare, sent them to Ft. Hunt, Va

into office. bonus . army

veterans
But FDR, without any:
where they were fed,
clothed and sent to areas where work .was most available.

mark
agam&L the Hoover Administration never to be lived: down.

/% Two  applications fror
pielines” have been: on fi

some" time to get

In handling the threatened coal strike, Roosevelt also’ : liminary move  hi

tried to meet the issue before it met him!

Sixty ‘days -

these llnel would send

in advance of the contract deadiine—not thirty days as:this

time--he had Harold Ickes, one of his strongest. Cabinet’
members, start knocking Lewis' and the miné operal lcu .
And- at one tme he was all set-to
he most scathing denunciation ,Lcwls had

- yielded;:
no strikes’
However," not,
. anly did Truman-delay intervention between -the warring
. miner-operation_iactions, but neglected all the many. gupn
! an

heads together,
the radio with
ever recelved, when John L., tipped off in adva
ooscvely, "of course. had_the. full force. of
in_war-time” behind him. Truman dign't.’

TeToWd Have Taken, both to SOt the Cosl mine
khe ground out from undér-Lewis.

XNALLY. the miners

&0 0

 conferences, Trumat
Be worked out by ¢

esstve
‘The Pro-.
gressives won = National Labor
Rellﬁom Board elecﬂan in two
mines 111. Shortly

with mutterings about “Gaulelters’
in control.

OFFICERS APPOINTED
At that time,. no election of
union officers had been held in
thesIilinols district since 1933. As
in other dmmu where no ‘elec-’
tions are held, Lewis can appoint
“Fuvlalmu.l" ofticers who are re-

ble solely to him f¢

‘The Colorldn corpoutlan was lhen

llterwlrd Lhese mines were closed
Gown. When they reopened many
weeks later, a second election
showed the UMW with a majority.

‘The Post-Dispatchr revealed that
the man who leased those mines
had received a “loan” of $325,000
from Lewis. At the same time, it
‘was disclosed that twelve member:

roll daring the controversy.
The Bureau of Internal Revenus
in  Washington sent agents to
spﬂncﬂeld to investigate this deal.
been charged that the

‘louz wu actually a payment 10

keep the mines closed, The mine
opefator who recelved that “ioan”
had not reported it 23 income.
Former Secretary of the Treas-
wry Henry, Morgenthau said st a
press conference that a report had
been sent to the Department of
Justice—which was _equivalent to
saying that he believed a tax case
existed.  Disagreeing on the tax
angle, the.Justice Department sent
ous s ‘own investigators to de-
termine whether there had
2 conspiracy to siolate the National
Labor Relations Act.

Samuel Grafton

former Asslsmnt Secretary of th
Treasury and a friend-of Lews.
‘When, at the next convention ol
the UMW, Edmundson tried
raise the issue of “provisional™
control over UMW districts, he
was threatened with violence.
unity 0 pre-

achieves
UMW are in direes
contrast with, for exlmplt & union

ments of the

like the Internatio se Gar
ment Workers. The TLGWO nas
been one of the chief factors in
| bringing about drastic changes in
what was at one time a sweated
indystry paying starvatlon wages, °
The' JLG ex-

. tensive, program of education _on

soclal “ang _economic * 1ssues. . The
rank-and-file. membership s alert
to the prablems not only of the
industry but of the nation and the
sorld

Lewts has been boss of the UMW
for a number of years
all those vears, the slum mines
of Kentucky have remained slum
munes. :

'A People Preoccupied

NEW YORK
J ASKED a book publisher how
the American mood had changed.

if any, in the year since the end .

of the war'in Europe: and he sald,
well, you now get a kind of nega-
tive Teaction to books about the
war, they have to be specially good
to sell at all. He admitted there
had been n drop in book sales gen-
erally: this, he said was partly,
but only partly. seasonal. and he
said 1t was his feeling that mag-
azine reading was also off a bil.
Books that are amusing sell well.
he said: and then he brightened
and added that there was a bopm
in books on housing. how to build
and how to furnish same. This
transfer of interest from the world
at large to the small. individual
house we hope to live in is per-
haps significant of the change that
has taken place tn the American
mood during the iast year.

A radio expert to whom I ap-
plied for information as to what
has been happening to the Ameri-
can state of mind said it was hard
10 tell in the field of radio. be-
cause radio programs never change
until they die: but it was his feel-
ing that the “screwball” kind of
thow was holding up better than

cownNn'rons UNPAMPERED

Political commentators are no
longer pampered. he said: and both
radia executives and the listening
public seem to get some curious
form of relief from shows in which
the contestant blows out a candle
whiie hanging. by one foot from
the ceiling. or Indulges in other
similar activities which are. on the
‘whole, inadequate to m]ve the cen-
tral problems of our time.

A manutacturing jeweler told me
he had noticed . slight (not big.
just slight» falling -off in sales of
lower-priced items. and .an_actual

ncrease  in the: aales: of - high-

T uaked him o ex-

lars floating around, mavbe even
some from the black market.

This kind of spending pattern i
of course. typical of an inflated
period, during which -the well-heei-
ed become even s little better-heei-
ed than they were before. while the
relatively unheeled lose what littie
economic heeling they had.

CAFE 8OCIETY

A friend In the enterlalnment
business also reports that while
theré has been something of &
Reneral decine of volume in the
cate trade. espectally In places of
the secorid and third ciass: buwi- .
ness x still brisk in top spots. and
that, like good dlamonds, good en-
tertainers are getting salares such
as they had never dreamed of be-
fore Ten thousand doliars.a week
ix, in several instances. not con-
sidéred tom much o pay
whn can make the people laugh;
which goes ta show vou how pcarce
and valuable laughter. llke rome

other commodities, becomes 1o an
inflated era.

Asking around thus. one develops
a feeltng that the common peaple
are, to & degree. pulling their harna
in. 1apsing more Intn personal con-
crrme, And gIVINR up their tenta.
tive, war-time grasp on world af-
fairs. A kind of political atomiza-
tion has taken place: there I8
nothing to replace our former con-
centration on the job of defeating
Hitler. The returning veterans have
not, in spite of predictions, shaped

. up ax political entitv, either con-
servative or liberal: they are spill-
ing their energles into getting
tramp Airlines started. and appli-
anee. mom and into other aspects

and necessary business

n( enrnlnl mur livings.

UNCERTAIN MANDATE
Tt is a confused, snirituaily hune

grv time, in which attentlon shifur
from the great world. and turns
inward. partly as the Tesult of &
bungled reconversion:: it :ls an In-
secure... off-center, -tired. . sort . of
time. ideal for the mlkinr of laree

‘hational mistakes: 8 that - is
what itra < conservs ovininn !
‘colints ion,. A% it: hoves to . clinch
an - electiol tory. thic
vincartatn




