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was ‘Harry Truman, the old m~t,l!lery—
man, who outiined America’s forelgn
poliéy tn an Army Day address. It was the
speech of a man who places his confidence
military power as a preservative of
e peace, & man with unflagging faith
L inthe purity of America’s motives, 8 man
‘who belleves we wiil obtain international
co-operation only if we are so strong it
would be fatal not to co-operate with us.
It was a speech delivered by a man who
doesn’t want to fight but is afraid he may
have to.

It was a good speech despite a discrep-~
ancy or two--for instance the statement
¢hat the United Natlons Security Coun-
eil “is fully capable” of settling disputes
‘between the nations of the world followed
s by the that
“the United States intends to join with
© the other sovereign republics of America
in a reglonal pact to provide & common
defense against attack.” And. considering
the background of international susvicion
sgainst which it was made, it was rather a
temperate speech,

But, although Mr. Truman proudly de-
clared that America is the strongest na-
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cording to his own premise, universal mili-
tary training, draft extension and unmcn-
tlon of the armed forces.

It seems to us there are {two courses open
to. America. We ‘can move forward into
strapge territory. where there' is a hope
©of true.internations) co-operation based
upon good will, not fear: this course in-
volves wholehearted participation in the
United Nations Organization with the aim
of eventually erecting upon that shaky
foundation a true world government. Or
we can turn backward, traveling over
famillar ground, and pin our hopes of
peace upon 2 balance of power; this means,
at this reading, that we must match mili~
tary might with Russis, and, in a sense,
we. the peace-loving nation, will turn our
destiny over to our enemies, for it 18 they,
not we, who will determine how large our
Army and Navy must be. Mr. Trumen, &
cautious man, would like to hedge, but
his Army Day address makes it clear that
he will, when he finally has to choose, take
the road to the past.

This may be the course of wisdom, but
it should be clearly undetstood that it
too involves a gamble, and that, even if we
sucreed for the first time iIn history in

tion extant and theref to as-
sume world leadership, it was not the
speech of .2 man bent upon leading the
world slong strange new pathways to
peace. If he endorsed the motives of the
UNO, he also made broad reservations as
to the machinery of world organization
when he staked out America’s plan for
. establishing and meintaining her own
sphere of influence in a world of power
- politics.

¥o one, we think. will quarrel with Mr.
Truman's statement that America must
* have & “universal” foreign poli applying
- ‘with equal force to every nation, large and
small, weak and strong. Nor is there rea-
gon to argue that such s policy, estab-
Hshed independent of the policles of the
UKNO, can be effective unless it i3 backed
By “powerful peacetime military reserves.”
Thet means that we must accept along
with the President’s foreign policy, sac-

have had some reservations about
; the g5-cent minimum wage, wonder-
Ing at what level & wage floor decreed by
Federal fiat ceases to be a necessary socio-
logical measure and becomes an economic
device of gquestionsble value. We would,
_ Sherefore, have welcomed & debate on the
smerits of the measurs psssed. last week
by the Senate. Instead we were treated
10 & seige of parliamentary maneuvering
about as enlightening as & bingo game.

Opponents of the measure, desiring to
void open oppesition to such an ob-
vﬁausiy popular plece of legislation, re-
sorted to an anelent political trick. They
amended the minimum wage bill to in-
siude an inflstionary and frrelevant higher-

-price amendment. This, of course
Feversed the fleld; the President, who had
fivged passage of the measure, announced
hat he would veto it as amended, and the
Spponents of the bill thus became its
‘thampions, Benator Pepper, co-sponsor and
‘Adminisiration floor manager, declared the
#ensure dead when efforts to remove the
i mendment failed.

Buch treatment of so Important a meas-
fire, 1t seems (o us, is indicative of the low
#state of politics at the moment. And we
coald not fail to note thet the leaders of
$he opposition, the parliamentary sharples
Who conceived the slick device for killing
% through an utterly confused record vote,
#re Southern Democrats.

. If these gentlemen had good reason to
oppose the mmimum’wagefmd we can

HEN, some weeks ago, two prisoners
departed from Mecklenburg County's
€scape-proof jall, walking unmolested
¢ rough o series of doors unaccountably
unlocked, we expressed considerable con-
cern. 1t was not only that we were dis-
furbed by the knowledge that a couple

we are about economy

Well, st the time of that original es-
pe, reporters, having finally gotten
fround Bheriff Mack Riley's standard re-

peace through the threat of
force, the cost in money and in freedom
will be high. Moreover, we must recognize
that we cannot compromise on Mr. Tru-
man's “universal policy”; we cennot ap-~
prove the statement of principle and re-
ject untversal military training. One goes
with the other; if we do not accept the
military “foundation stones of .. .a strong
nation” we cannot expect to “stop the
penetration and coercion of weak nations.”

Mr. Truman has offered & positive foreign
policy, end it must be accepted, or re-
jected, whole. Those who oppose it musb
accept a new, unteied principle of interna-
tional co-operation, and the life-and-death
gamble it involves. There can be no come
promise between these two positions. Nor
can there be further postponement if we
are to preserve the chance for peace pur-
chased by the blood, sweat and tears of
Werld War IL

Why The Smoke Screen, Gentlemen?

think of several good reasons—it ill be-
came them to resort to = dodge fo con-
cerl their real motives, a dodge, inci
dentally, that also had the fraudulent
effect of making them appear as cham-
pilons of the down-trodden farmer. Did
they ever, even in the privacy of their
chambers, give the bill serious considera-
tion? Or did they agsin react instinctively
against a threat to the status quo?

We wonder—and we'll never know—if the
Boutherners paused to conslder the obvious
fact that minimum wage legislation affords
the greater advantage to the workers of
thelr own region. If they had looked, they
would have found some rather surpris-
ing support for it, support from sources
lke The Greensboro News, which has ar-
gued that the measure would wipe out the
North-South waoge differential and glve
Boutbern workers @ long-needed break
in the high wape economy that scems to
streteh Indefinitely ahead,

The devious course followed by the op-
ponents of the minimum wage bill lenves
these, and & good many other questions
unanswered. Bul it does point to one dis-
tressing but not swrprising conclusion-a
good many BSouthern Democrats, even
though they may be convineed of the
wisdom of thelr present opposition to the
Administration, are not st =21l sure their
course is popular with the folks down
home. Tt's still necessary to lay down a

Watchman, What of The Night Shift?

smoke screen when they vote their con-
victions.
as you please. It was necessary for the

escaplng prisoners to steal the keys this
time.

Anothér complete investigation, we un-
derstand, is now under way. We are not,
however, sanguine about our chance of
obtaining a report on ils result. But it
may be that Sheriff Riley, facing the
necessity of being re-elected this Sume
mer, may feel it politic to offer his re-
port directly to the voters. They too, un-
less we are mistaken, have a considerable
interest in the comings and goings atop
to the County Courthouse.

Despite the urgings of Washington in
the interest of wheat conservation, .we

\\\N;?”
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Ode To The

CHARLOTTE
A MILITARIST PRAYS:
W‘E THANK THEE, O, grest god Mars, for Rus-
sia. Keep her Strong and fearful, *till we bend
the necks of nations to teke thy yoke.

From Iran and Irag streams of ofl still bleed
to feed thy engines of destruction; and wmake
hypocrites of sinners, and righteous men the servi-
tors of greed.

The Arab end the Jew only wait for word from

ou—and us, The riches of the dead sea do not
inspﬂre trust.

The plains of Marathon mey soon again Tun
red with Grecien blood, if thou wilt only keep the
tide of communism running -strong while foolish
politicians seek to dem it with & puppet king.

The Turk end Bulgm glare across s NAITOW
streit. Help us, O, God of Wer, to keep barred the
Dardenellean gate. Closed it herbors festering
haf-e—snd strengthens us.

Keep fosclam strong in Spain and everywhere
let the lowly feel their mesler's rod. Behind &
chrsmm cross millons now serve a pagan god,

and thy
ﬂecimatmg sword mmeke the task of feeding light.

In Jave, Sumatra and Borneo: from Manila to
Singapore, lel there be an ever mounting fear of

thee, and nesd for us.
China fan the flame of fratricidal strife;
and give to those who kill for thee new life.

In islends, In alt the scas, we'll build garrisons
to house your devotess, anc make the netives con-
sclous of thy might.

Teuton, who onte worshipped thee, lies
prostrate in the dust; and Nippon., on her knees,
bBows_with MacArthur's every ‘“‘must.”

Whet fears, O, God of War, will nourish you
1t Russla be nob strong—and avariclous!

of all that thou hast done and will yet do
for us, we thank Thee. Bul most of all we thank
vou for persuading Juplter to entrust ta our keeps
ing his atomic thumderholts.

We wiil not betray the trust, We will nol use
the pover to makke your pover \es.
men of sl I be bound to work for

men

nol to Iabor to mnke free—{rom fear

thee,
and wanl.
M

Augnst Tinal Arblicr, keep us mindful

O, Mo
of Ihv |nu(‘))L> “Men must dominste, be dominated
-0

e ourviving cock monnts his dung~
shall we some <y
canquest of

Kvy as
hill throne to crow, so
& pyramid of bones to announce your
the world—if you but aid vs now e

n other words, Mers, help us keep 'em scared
untll we can  esteblish conseription permanenily,
and jwprove compulsory military trntolog.

EWIS AYER SMITH

Educational Opportunity
NEW YORK, N. Y.

LTHOUGH educetion hias been & verltable religion

in this country, with free education for. all the
goal, it 15 only now—ror the first time in our history—
that a free college education i5 avallable to every
physically and mentally equipped hoy.

Many people. however, do not reslize that fhe
apportunity exists and have only a short time to dis-
cover {t—for 3t may not: exist after Oct, 6, 1046.

Congress mnde this possible by extending the
provisions of the GI Bill of Rights to young men who
volunteer for service in the new Reguiar Army before
Oct. 6. 1046,

Under the bill, & soldier can obtain at Govern-

Drew Pemson’s ®
Merry-Go-Round ©

WASHINGTON
FTER the last war, we let our best officers leave the
Army a refus
misfits who couldn’t adjust themselves in other

Army, were content to make the
hundreds of
walks of life, and settled down to complete

ge for

NSRS

God Of War

ment expense five years of higher education in a
college, business or trade school of his own selection
after three interesting years of Army life.

This means that thousands, who otherwise would
néver be able to afford a college may now

has
it is lpplr-

. ly weathared,
ent that the very fact that this

first test came over 2

primitive - coustry may even have

‘been an ndvantage. We can cherlsh

no illusions sha , with: & joal
ture of - er a8 8

victory, the i
'o'vl‘anmlm stlte iﬂ !arever -olved.

that

will sbandon its objeeuve lG w fail
by & wide margin to_understand
the Soviet Union. A Reuters dis-
pateh from ‘Tehran in the New
York Post indicates that one de-
mand in_the course of tha present
Russian-Iranian negotiatlons is for
50 “pro-Russian” Deputies to sit in
the next Iranisn Parliament,
FUTURE PICTURE

1t that is true, you can readily
see_how things would move along
such a course. On some not o dis-
tant day, there would be a ma-
jority of “pro-Russian” delegates
in the Irantan Parliament, Mass
propaganda, Infiltration and the
judicious use of gold and military
resources would have done their
work. Iran would have s dictator-
ship of the lef} under the benefi-
cent eye of her powerful neighbor.

Fonunabe)y Just &t this time, an
expert 5 well a5
any oumder possibly
oame forward with a comstructive

nalysis. A. C. Millspaugh s & po-

lltical sclentist who directed the
finances of Iran from 1822 to 1027,
and again from 1943 through 1845,
The statement he hes fssued
through the

sovereignty,
way out. So‘l:relgn Tran could in-
vite the three powers to form uuch
& guardianship. Savereign Iran had
better move quickly or last
naparent veil of sovereignty will
be rudely jerked EWC
Is the Mliilsy al mere«
ly & plece of” quixo‘ic id‘almmi Cne
answer s that Russla would never
joln in such a move, since Russis
has zo far-declined to join in any
of the cammﬁv:, creative foa=
tures of
INCOMPLETE ANBWER
‘That might prove to frue.
Ne‘verthclm itis rmb enwxh of an
angwer, If Iran were to make such
2 r-quaeb m.d Bg{tﬂ
country wi agree,
be & lot harder for the Soviet Une
kmt 0 say no. To say no would be

deserves the most earnest attention
of the U, N, Security Council.
From his long background of
knowledge, Millspaugh pictures Iran
2s almost totally disorgenized, with
an incompetent and unrepresenta-

Samuel Grafton

have the advantages of that tralning. It also pro=
vides n partial solution for the problem which colleges
awl universities face immediately as a result of the
overtaxing of thelr facilities by more than 1,000,000
returning veterans who want to resume thelr educa-
tion this Fall.

that Russia had other
mtenﬁam

Now that & technicsl victory hes
been won here in the United Na-
tions forum, the only hope liss in
some such move. And It must come
quickly,

ﬁNﬁn@ Or 12 Months?

NEW YORK

Hundreds of thousands of high school
will not he shle to enter college this year, even if
they have the money, because of the over-crowded
condition. At the end of a three-year enlistment in
the Army, however, they can obtain their college edu-
cation free at a time when colleges and universitles
will be better able to take care of them.

J. VANCE BABBE

The Phonic Method
MARION

AVING read with interest vecent articles In Tsz

News in regards lo spelling methods, I hope
this interest becomes state-wide and is not con~
fined to Charlotte alone.

The phonie or “sound” method i5 best. When
this methiod Was used there were few poor spellers
in o class room. This method s especlally helpful
to slow students. It gives them & mental picture
of words: it mot only mekes geod spellers but good

readers as well,
~-ALVIN W. RADER

The Bulwinkle Ad
FRANKLINVILLE
E;I.m\sr make it clear thai the University Press ls
soring Bulwinkle B ad T sent you.
ago Governor Cralg sald that unfust
iminations were costlng North Caro-
arly. The Jass 15 thiice this figure

i
Tina 4,000,000
loday.
~—JOHN W, CLARK
Randofph Mills, Fnc.

(Note: ‘The advertlsement, purchased by Mr.
Clark, » cotlon manufecturer, stated: “If you would
better understand  Bulwinkle Bill to exempt ralls
roads from operation of anli-trust laws and perpet-
uate unjust mnd unigdr frelght rates ageinst North
Carolina and the South, read “Walter Glark—=wight~
ing  Judge ‘The ad called specific attention to
Chepter 8, <ealing with “the dismemberment of the
Cape Fear & Yedkin Valley Rellroad”, and Chapter
12, dealing with “an attempt to steal the Atlantic &
North Caroline Raflroad in 1804." It mentioned the
fact that the book was published by the University of
North Caroling Press. conveylng the impression that
the Press was the ad’s sponsor. The North Caroling
Press, of course, had nntmng to do with it.—XEds,
THE NEws).

The People’s Plaiform is available fo any
reader who cares to mount it. Communications
should be less than 300 words, typewritten if
possible, and on only one side of the paper.
Libel and obscenity will be deleted—otherwise
anything goes. Egch letier must be signed, al-
though, in exceptional cases and upon requesi,
3{1‘15 %fll withhold the writer's name.—~Editors,

"HE

‘

fact that he had been crippled since 1942.

forces

garding the armed forces.
Usually history repeats itself.

to Russia, But there
garding the internal organization of the Army

After this war. however,
there Is a little less complacency regarding the future—thanks
is almost 85 much do-nothingness re-

e~

Intelligence was listed as a “tank commender” desplte the

2. There Is no system of climinating inefficient officers.
During the war they were sometimes relegated to the
s under Gen. McNalr, or asstgned
any general” who requested them. where they were quick!y

FHE tration wants price
control renewed for a year from

June 30, when 1t Is due to expire:
and the House Banking Committee
agrees. One of the proposed emend=
ments, for which & big, throbbing.
red-necked fight will be made on
the floor of the House, regardless
of the committee, calls for renewal
for only nine months, until next
March 21, Well, twelve months, ov
nine months, take your plek: is
there a substantial difference?
‘There is, Indeed, for it is a well-
known fact that about three
months before the expiration date
of a governmental bureau, its of-
flclals and workers (who are fa-
mily men, even as you aad It
begin to get butterflies in thelr
bellles. These Snternal vibrations
interfere with thelr work, cause
loss of concentration, and
dwindling of staff. If the Wolcott
amendment for a nine-months
renewel ever wins, these quivers
of fear will be set up tn the inter-
fors of the OPA staff along about
next January ist, Instead of next
April 1st
PRACTICAL JOKE

‘That means we would have about
six effective months of renewal—
if we would have that, for there
is something so menacing, so ltke u
Jeer, In a nine-months renewal,
compared with the classical
year, that prlce contral morale
would probablv go into an immed-
iate decline. Mr. Wolcott mey not
Intend this effect, but this is the
effect that would be produced; the
smendment has that quality of be.
Ing & practical joke on price con-
trol, which iz typical of most sug-
gested changes.

Another amendment, adopted by
the House Banking Commitise,
puts personsl

as to when the PresiGent
to decontrol peanut bqu and
brassleres, mooring winches and
leather suspender trimmings.
WHY SET DATE?

It iz an sdministrative mon-
sirosity to throw these matters
on the President’s desk, and 1t
ralses 2 question: If it s being
seriously proposed, without politiesl
motivation, to leave price ceiilngs
lo the Prenident's best judgm:'u
then why must that a be
combined with & drive 16 end pnce
control entirely next 3arch 31,
or a year from June 30, or, in fact,
at any set date

It price control is to be a matter
of Presidential Tesponstbility, why
not leave fy s0, without nny flxed
wrm\’wl‘(n" Why make it & sub-

residential nmmzon
umll a certain day, picked at ran-

m, and then, on that day, take
the whole thing away from him?

This is & kind of double practical
joke on price control; the oppo-
sition i glving the Fresident the
hot-foot and throwing water on
him at the same time.

These odd legislative notions will
leave thefr marks our time
even if they never get into the
statute booka. For the price control
general staff, frightened by men-
acing amendments. trles to pur-
chase peace by sllowing price In-
creases. Mr. Forter conducts &
desperate rear-guard action; he
raises the price of grapefrult, and
then of sults, of pepper and then
of fans; he i5 forced backward,
step Dby step. Each time he sm:
an amendment, It costs

celling.

AND PRICES BISE

‘Whether 2o intended or not,
every proposed chenge, no matter
how works out 88 8

Prostdont ‘ruman for ending prics
control over any particulsr com-
modity whenever, in his judgment,
the supply sltuation warrants. This
one brain-child  of Mr.
Brown, of Georgia, It is a_pressure
instrument. against the President,
for it would meke it possible to
plcture him to buslnessmen as 2
bad man, as e bitter, sworn enemy
of, tay, the beer pump trade or
of other trade on which he main-
tafned ceflings. It s certaln to
turn every Presidential press con-
ference Into & series of questions

very real Incresse in the price of
something. The incressss are com-
ing fast now, and we sre in 8
weird rece to- see how badly price
control must be hurt in order for
it to be saved, how much of it
we must throw away to be allowed
to keep It. A show of public oppo-
sition to the proposed amendments
would help, by giving friends of
price control some other politieal
currency to ceal in, besides broken
ceilings. Mr. Porter cannot go on
much longer putiing out an infla-
tion with an

Inefficiencies Discourage Volunteer Army

took off from Charleston, 8. C.. for Cuba to bring back a

cargo of whisky and nylons for officers and officers’ wives

ground.
James E. Parker,

Gen.
more jmportant work. . .. Gen. A. D. Smith, commander at

promoted and
LoLaIly unquﬂlmtd They kncw the right people.

In peacetlme it 1

Armys system of promotion 18 mtllly inadequate.
d on seniority, which means that

the Asores, even sent s plane all the way to
It by 11

oung officers bitterly resented having to fly from
to Hawall to pick up a load of Christmas whisky for
They thought they had enlisted for

for whi

officers and GIs got none.

foundland::
Junior -

<

have 50 far seen nothing of the proletariat General’s Horses Come First

pie—the one with no upper crust.

President Trumen has now demanded that we have a
big peacetime conscript Army. But sside from Secretary of

s base no
matter how Inefficient, if you ke&: in good health and don't
offend your superlors, you will promoted. This puis no
‘War Patterson’s healthy board for probing nmm no sreps premium on initlative, brains or. ability, Just Lhe nwo-
have been taken to reurganlze the Army's lonj t-di site. among regular Army of .
system of promotions, if 0ds of seleciing oiﬂcers‘ and, “Live and let llve " “Why nnb get mine while the SGLMHZ is
ncrhapz. most important of all, itz system of ellrninltinz easy,” or “I knew him when.”
hour of disillusion. After years of fighting 4 The weakness of certain tegulsr officers probavly
for something else, all he has to show o tough re-organization of the Army might make 1t resulted in more GI gripes then anything else. Some regulars
Tor 1t 1 " ' more enticing to good men and thereby eliminate conscrip- were determined to cesh in on the powes r and money sud<
or s freedom, tion. Even Benator Chan Gurney of South Dakota, most dcnly ]nld amhclr mz Bome were unconscicus of the rights
ardent conscription enthusiast, will admit that a volunteer

e, blinded by suddén authority,
army i& more efficient than one composed of men who are

}{lgh Bheriff a promise of a complete
Jimvestigation. Having walted what we con-
(#idered a decent interval for the Sheriff's
Jfeport, we once again called attention to
matler. We were left, however, with
distressing conclusion that our words,
they sre read at all, carry little welght
the county’s bastile. The report of the
nplete investigation was never made
are pleased to note, however, that
Shierif? has made considerable prog-
in correcting the conditions that per-
the: first escape. When two more

. A thought for the average Jap in his
headguarters 4n: Cairo, while st the name
facilitiés for” headqusriers at Usmp Huckstep ,ei;ﬁ
awey. .. v Capt. Floyd Herman Rolf, discharged Ar
ain cr ‘Pomoha, cuuu wa how. wh ‘Oom

the commo m
mvmd “neir 1nemctency by building &n empire in which
foreed to serve. to hid

Thev hurt thelr fellow-officers who were dolng o good
job. Also hurt the entire- Army. Incidentally, the great
majm‘"v of younger officers (those. wlth Lha rank of malor
and a1
rgainat ‘e cats system.

Boston, faced with. the necessity for do-
ing something about those streets, ¥ 1os= Army Weak Spots
ing the old affectlonate regard for the A view of President Truman's Army Day speech, there-
cow as & city planner, fore, here are some inefficiencles which worry the best men
in the Army and which Secretary Patlerson’s caste system
hoard, as well as other War Depaitment agencles, could well
. afford 1o scrutinize.

A new juke box automatically adjusis 1. There are no efficient personnel records In Washing-
its volume o the surroundings. When the ton. The Adjutant General could tell you in 1944 which
bar In quiet it plays softly, On the other officers had worked s bricklayers before the war, but could

not tell feho had been oversess, For instance, one officer
hand it jumps yhm ths joint does. who mf’k. three langusges and is an expert st Military

conzrw that-they weps well fed, =
time; lccurdlnl to Ct'p'/, er. ar

Liqum- For Officers Only

ly iwllad over sgainst the easte system when
ame ‘to drh g. Troops on' Ascension Island were

Xurlous when thelr cnrmmu mnll waa dumped off & plsm :

af Natal, Brartl, to make space.for 1,000 pounds

orderéd by & general. . . . Just bc{m ohﬂlmlll aleo, & O-4

IS ) .



