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proposed City-County bond issue,
gpon which the citizenry will. scon be
.38 up for discussion now. A formal
ization has been established to pro-
the ‘twelve projects en masse, and Is
‘urging voters to go down the line for the
tire “program of progress.” From the
r side sniping at various proposals has
besn - initiated, and we have even heard
blanket codemnation, in the public prints
- elsewhere,. 'of the entire program—
#hool expension, sewer, water and all.
There may be good resson to donbt the
wisdom of Initlating some of the various
projects on the list, although we have not
yet found it. But we are more concerned
With the instinctive reaction of those who
oppose the bond issue, In whole or in part.
Mmply because it Involves the spending of
‘public money, and an increase in the tax
Tate. These are the exponents of “econ-
omy”, who take that maitreated word to
mean no spending rather than efficlent
. Epending.

It has been estimated by the experts that
the 12-point program wili cost the city
dweller 48.63 cents per one hundred doltars
<of .property evaluation, and the residents
of the county 21.62 per hundred The bulk
of this tax Increase (it figures out to about
nickle a day for the average city home-

Confusion In Cherry

AYBE Caongress has been in session
too long: maybe the gentlemen need
good, long rest. It's warm and lovely in
‘Washington these days, but not even the
soothing breezes laden with the scent of
“cherry blossoms (Japanese) soothe ragged
Congressional nerves. We find Senator
Murray (D) ordering Senator Taft (R
“evicted bodlly from = commiitee room
after a roaring, table-poundine argument.
Senator Morse (R) announces bitterly that
“his own Party is pursuing the course of

inst the American people.” They had
good cause to snort and stomp, of course,
107 Democrats voted for that Repub-
Jlcan-sponsored measure and most of them

‘We conclude, after studying the protest
ed by the Southerners, that thefr re-
tment is based upon the fact that they
nsider their vote for the Case Bill not
vote against the American people, but
ivote for the Amerlcan people. And that,
course, 1s very interesting, for It makes
one-time mortal enemies, the Re-
lice champlons of the people, and

8 their own Democratic Party, which
fought the Case Bill, an enemy

ITY Council, we think, acted with con-
siderable wisdom in voting this week
dispose of the property it purchased
me months ago when a remarkably
anonymous donor announced that he would
$50,000 Into o .Veterans' Recreation
If it were created according to his
. The City, having purchased a North
iar Bireet lot as its share of the deal,
left holding a $52,500 bag when it
sveloped that some of the conditions fm-
ased by the donor were illegal and the
fer was withdrawn. .
Mayor Baxter, who was largely re-
ble for the City’s purchase of the
operty, has .argued all along that
nonymous donor or no, the Veterans'
ter should and would be constructed
gooner or later, and that the City should
ang onto the lot. In his absence, three
‘Counclimen sided with him, but four
decided the time had come to get

‘Whatever the merit of the Veterans'

nother Voice

OWN In Tarhellia, where 25 Eastern
North Carolina countles sell whisky
liy, but the rest of the State relies on
> ers, an interesting election has just
ben held. It was in Rockingham County,
‘the textile - manufacturing Pledmont,
ich voted against -ABC stores in 1935
A.'margin of about 500. The same
ty has Just voted the same way agaln,
& dry majorlty more than five times
of. 11 years ago.

1s & phenomenon of concern to
lans. Piedmont and Western North,
na have always been predominantly
tionist, but when one of their coun-
than quintuples its dry majority,
‘agalnst ABC-stores by approxi-
101, we should take natice.

ould " indicate that there are

incere, who prefer ilegal
liquor, -and who will vote
which liquor 15 plenti-
'yislds no revenus to any-

THURSDAY, APRIL 4. 1946.

Real Definition Of Economy

ple here and there, many of

owner} will go to cover the essential ex-
penditures for water, sewer, and schodl
Only a very small portlon—say & penny &
day--goes for the so-called “luxury” ltems
—alrport, library, auditorium, playgrounds,
etc.

That penny a day is the price of living In
a city. The money will go to pay for those
projects essential to healthy urban life.
that have been postponed in the past, and
to meet the needs of the foreseeable fu-
ture. Tt seems to us that every citizen who
finds fault with his town as it is, and be-
lieves that Charlotte is destined to grow
during the next two decades as it dld in
the last two, has a clear obligation to vote
“yes" all the way down the line.

We cannot scquire the things we need—
and the so called “luxury” items are, in
their way. as essential as any of the pro-
jects on the list—through a painless mir-
acle. They will cost money. Not much
money. when it is spread around on a per
canita basls, but some monev, If we are
not willing ta snend it now, in these, the
flushest times the town has known or Is
likely to know, there is no reason to be-
lieve we ever will. That's why this bond
election s far more important than the
varfous projects it will underwrite—it is,
as we have said before. a vote of confid-
ence In Charlotte's future,

Blossom Time

of the people. If this is getting a little
confusing, consider the further fact that
the Case Bill was specifically designed to
take away certain rights and‘or privileges
of organized labor previously conferred by
a Democratic Administration at the time
when it had the whole-hearted, even
fervid support of many of the Democrats
who are now after Mr. Hannegan's sealp
for permitting a Party orpan to state
publicly what is obviously official Party
policy.

And consider further the coreliary ac-
tion of these staunch Southerners forced
to vote with the Republicans in order to
uphold their convictions and now griev-
ously insulted by the Democretic Leader-
ship, but still refusing to formally join
the Republican coalltion which commads
their loyeity.

Yes, we think it's time the gentlemen
came home and took & nice long rest,
somewhere in the shade where the voices
of their constituents will be heard faintly,
it at all It would soothe their ragged
nerves and cool their heated tempers, and
it would also benefit the country, giving
the poor confused voters a respite from
the terrible strain of trying to sort out
the (D)s and the (R)s In Washington, a
place where a Congressman’s words and
his acts no longer seem to have any rela-
tion. In the meantime we could all turn
our attention to a really urgent problem:

. Was Harry Truman, an old haberdasher

himself, gullty of heresy when he wore a
striped cravai with a dinner jacket at &
banquet honoring the late Andrew Jack-
son, patron saint of the Demoeratic (or
was it Republlcan?) Parly?

Getting Rid Of A $52,500 Bag

Center {construction of such a profect at
a time when many Charlotte veterans are
desperately seeking a place to live has
always struck us as conspicuous cruelty)
it seems clear that money does nol now
exist to finance it. Even if another donor
were discovered, or a method worked out
whereby the City could underwrite the
entire cost, buildlng Is not now feastble,
nor 5 It likely to be for many months to
come.

When, and If. the Council decides the
time has come to erect a Velerans' Center,
we are confident that sultable oroperty
will be available, perhaps not in the same
Incation but in an appropriate enough spot.
Then, when all the Council's ducks are in
a neat row, a ot can be purchased. In
the meantime we can see no polnt in
keeping $52.500 of the City's money tled
up In real estate for which there is mo
immediate use. Such a course would only
serve to compound what a majority of
councilmen now seem to believe was their
original error.

The Bootleggers Win Agzin

body but moonshiners. bootleggers and
other criminals and racketeers.

John Sprunt Hill, of Durham, a leading
Presbyterlan churchman, bought a news-
paper advertisement declaring that the
ABC stores had been a great blessing in
Durham, and had driven out 556 speak-
easies and some 1,200 bootleggers. J. M.
Bharp, prominent Reldsvilie attorney, pub-~
lished a newspaper advertisement in which
he said: “I am a prohibitiontst. I fought
for prohibition in the old days. . . . After
many years of disillusion, I saw that in-
stead of 15 barrooms we had 50 blind
tigers. In 1945 1 went to all kinds of
meetings, bar meetings and doctors’ ban-
- quets, and these were not the worst ele-
ment, but our socalled ‘best people.’ I saw

liquor flow freely. among churchmen and,

non-churchmen alike. These people would
carty the county wet by 10 to 1 if they
voted like they drink.”

The county went dry by 2 to 1. Write
your own answer.—Richmond Times-Dis-~
patch.
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The Wisdom Of Kipling

CHARLOTTE
] ENCLOSE n capy of Rudyard Kipling’s incom-
parable "The Gods of the Copybook Headings”
which I suggest you republish in an early fssue of
your valued newspaper. To me it is not only a
powerful sermon bui It 5trﬂcl‘ng]y refutes son;e of
our

he

time,

~ROBERT E. TAYLOR

THE GODS OF THE COPYBOOK HEADINGS
By Rudyard Kipling

S I pass through my incarnations in every age and

race, T make my proper prostrations to the Gods
of the Market Place. Peering through reverent figners
1 watch them flourish and fall, And the Gods of the
Copybook Hendings, I notlce, outlast them all

We werc living in trecs when they met us. They
showed 1t each 1 i that watér would cortainiy
wet us, as fire would certainly burn: But we found
them lacking in Uplift, Vision and Breadth of
Mind, So we left them to teach the Goriilas while
we followed the March of Mankind.

maved ns the Spirit listed. They never al-
tercd thelr pace, Belng nefther cloud nor wind-
borne llke ihe Gods of the Market Place, But they
always caught up with our progress, and presently
word would come, that a tribe had ben wiped off
its fcefleld, or the lights had gone out in Rome.

With the Hopes thab our world is built on they
were utterly out of touch, They denied that the
Moon was Stilton: they denied she was even
Dutch; They denled thal Wishes were Horses: they
denfed that & Plg had Wings; So we worshipped the
Gods of the Market Who promised these besutiful
things. When the Cambrian measures were forming,
They promised perpetual peace. They swore, if we
gave them our weapons, that the wars of the tribes
would ccase. And the Gods of the Copybook Head-
ings sald: “Stick to the Devil you know.”

On the first Feminian Sandstones we were
mromised the Fuller Life twhich started by loving
our nelghbor and ended by loving hls wife) Tl our
women had no more children and the men lost
reason and falth, And the Gods of the Copybook
Headings safd: “The Wages of Sin s Death.”

In the Carboniferous Bpoch we were promised
sbundance for all, By robbing selected Peter to pay
for collective Paul; But. though we had plenty of
money, there waas nothing our money could buy,
And the Gods of the Copybook Headings aald: “If
you don't work you die.”

Then the Gods of the Market tumbled, and
their snfooth-tongued wizords withdrew, And the
nearts of the meanest were humbled and began to
believe it wen true. That All s not Gold that
Glitters, and Two and Two make Four—And the
Gods of the Copybook Headings limped up to ex-
plain i, once mor

A it Wil bo 1A the future, 1t wns b the birth
of Man-—There are only four things certain since
Social Progress began:—That the Dog returns to
his Vomit and the Sow returns to her Mire, And
the burnt Fool's bandaged finger goes wabbling
back to the Fire.

And that after this 5 accomplished, and the
brave new world begins, When all men are paid
for existing and no man must pay for his sins, As
surely ns Water will wet us, as surely as Fire -will
burn. The Gods of the Copybook Headings with
terror and laughter return!

Avoiding Indigestion
CHARLOTTE

I'r 18 SAID thet stomic bomb tests are to be put
off indefinitely — Iz there not &'fear that the

Drew Pearson’s o
Merry-Go-Round °

another great

Conference, attended by the world's lesding stateamen—
Charles Evans Hughes, Lord Balfour of England, Aristide
Briand of France, Premler Kato of Japan. They were men
big enough to speak for thelr Governments without heving

each semi-colon in their speeches cabled from home.

were also sble to speak eloquently, so eloquently that they
infon.

could change votes and mould puhuc on

08 & day when there was t hope for peace, Th
Unned Sl.utea had concelved the idea t«het i we took the 1
in scrapping our battleships, our idealism swould be tone
suit.

tagious and other nations would follow

There followed other conterences, the Geneva Naval Con-
ference of 1927, the London Naval Conference of 1930, plus
various League of Natlons disarmament conferences, too nu-
h one, 8 little mm’e of the

merous to mention.
's hope, a little more of the brave new id

‘With eaci

world'
the United States znve the wnxhinnum Arma Con(erence in

auﬂ

tests will develop a “warer-haul?” If such what
would be the condition of our prestige?

If we want to figure the full effects of the
atomic energles why could they not use & bomb
say 1/20th the size of the one used at Tokyo, then
by the resulis dlspleyed they could get all the an-
swers desirable.

large atomic bomb would produce for sure
the greatest tidal wave the world has ever known,
and the disastrous results would be clearly registered
in ol parts of the world where ocean tidal waters
atand.

The initlal explosive force would be dissipated
in forming & large crater In the sea, with this
would be produced immense walls of water of un-
known height, which would travel on and be pushed
forward due to the force of the initiil explosion
and pushed forwerd hy its momentum to all parts
of the water surface and then to destroy bordering
shore territories. The effect of these waves on the
shore will outdo the direct explosive force to other
objects,

The heat generated will he intehse and will
evaporate large volumes of water and this wili
cause undue rainfalls—Lets try out Wee Junior
before we let go s glant Grandps Senior: the
proof of the pudding Is in the eating but do not
gulp it down, eat it graduelly and thus aveld in-
digestlon

-T. F. MAGUIRE

To Arms!

CHARLOTTE
T DON'T seem funny, but it does seem queer,

when Stalin says he's for peace. Yes but he did
not say for how long: he's playlng the same game
the Japs and Nazis did, look out for number two
Pearl Harbor act, only In another part of the country.
We've been having spys in Cenada for how long,
and why — and so the same here in this country—
we always and always will, as long as we are true
Americans, hate any kind of lsm. We have to and
should be ready at all times for ‘what we are not
looking for—war IIL

I belleve all we young should do our part in
training to be ready at all times for another sneaik
attack of ism, as we will pooner find out than I believe
we really realize. Don't let us {all for Bhllnl s0ft soap
talk, which if 18 true or not we don't know. Speake~
ing of peace while he's hugzlng nu Amll!ur nations,
also countriea we should
be giving up Iceland for a uwpphm stone to our
door, never—and if our news correspondents are
not allowed in Russia or countries occupled by
them, that shows they are and have been getting
ready for war,

After all we been the party, them winning this
war pertly with Germany. So the more we give
them, more we help them, it will bomerang mm
back on same as Pearl Harbof—so let th
that bitea our hand feed themselves,

—E. T. O8TROM

The People’s Platform {s available to any
reader who cares to mount . C unications
should be less thdn 300 words, ty; ten 1f
gautble. and on only one side of the paper.

ang wﬂl b

e deleted.

- anything goes. Each letter must be .v!vned. al-

thwyh, {n exceptional casez and upon ret ue:t.
the wr!ter’: ;
I'ux N!Wl

Arms it was because Russia didn't have a blg army

istlo countries.

wanted to abolish all armam
Things Have ‘Changed

They

snd New York. Russls todsy hi

now. awaits President Truman'a speech &

which  such a force In days of pe:

1921 ebbed away.

became more cynlcnl more dincouraged, more dumuuioned
for a warless
emplmlon!d bursts nf olo<

Even Aristide Briand, veunn crusader
world, no_longer was stirred to
quence, He sat at the delegates’ table and
coursged ‘old man.
armament and he had failed.

f those who conslstently strove for disarmament
ter, Maxim Lit-
He was always present, always.the center of news-

at Geneve was the Russion Forelgn Minlsi
vinotf,

dozed,
He had spent a iifetime battling lor dll-

New York.

~too flagrantly,

-bout answering notes.” BUt It won't
nything elso short of an invasion of ita o

when you remember that not so many nn‘l

paper attentlon. always made headlines with his demand that
natlons disband their armies and nayies entirely.
In those days,
or perhaps because it was smert policy to needle the capital~
Anyway Litvinoff consistently
the American-British formulas for 5-§-3 ratios on battle~
ships, or for limiting the nnm:er of 10,000-ton cruisera. He

pooh-poohed

LOT of things have changed since then—both In Moscow
o8 the greatest aymy in
the world. She has kept on calling new men to' the colors to
replace discharged veterans until her arm taday is just s

't Oh!
expects to call for a conscript army of one and a hlll mllllo'n
men—the firat time in mmry that we have ever dreamed of

But desplte these peulmlutlc overtones, certain encour-
aging factors are in the background of the UNO meeting h\
In the first place American -public opinion.
fact most of world opinion, ix more :alert and muul«em
than ever before. Perbaps susceptible to this, the Soviet Gov-
ernment, powerful as it in, spriggs from flouting world opinion:

-clad dogm
CONSFICUOUS QUALITY 8
One of the conspicuous qualities
of the vSoviet mind. is suspicion,
‘While it goes back into nncie t his-
wry. that, suspicion in recent years
has been accentuated. It sometimes
nppem 83 though the masters of
he Kremlin have deliberately im-
plnnted suspicion in all those who
are to have any contact with tha
outside world.
Given this background, it wi
seem a wall hag been csrelul.ly b\nlf.
between Gromyko and his col-
leagues on the Security Council
8till it s Important to try to ex-
amine Gromyko's position and what
Influence it may have on the Soviet
attitude. Comparatively young (he
15 37 years old), Gromyko finds
himsel? in the'middle of & critical

by cable from his bosses back home,
who inevitably have an even more
prejudiced view of the situation
that exists
Council than does Gromyko, who
at least has seen it at first hand.
From the perspective of Moscow,
the Soviet delegate must seem to
be a lone, embattled figure. You

Samuel Grafton

German

NEW YORK
E Americans have picked Ger-
many es the rostrum from
which to tell the world that we
don't knqw what we want. We
couldn't be more eloguent. Mr. C,
L. Sulzberger of the Times quotes
an AMG officer as compleining that
we allow no history to be taught
in the first eight grades of the
German schools; Nazi instructors
and texts have been withdrawn,
but nothing new has been moved
in to tlll the vacuum. So far as
Oermun youth i concerned, their
ountry has had no history, a situ-
ltlon which must be quite confus-
tnK to the little atinkers.
the high schools only a few
dried up spinsters” remaln as
history instructors, to tell the great
rolling story of the worlds re-
ent passion. S{nce most of these
creatures are colorless enough to
have been found unobjoctionable
hoth by the Nazls and ourselves,
one doubts that they are qualified
to grasp the overtonea and fine
points of the global narrative.
Ours s the zone in which noth-
ing happens. It is true we have””
weeded Nazjs out rather eﬂlclmny.
in splte of lapses in
least we have fired more Otrmnm
lrom thelr jobs then hes any other
upying force: but that was an
opcnuon which could be carrted

fal w the Army heart, that of com-
paring & men with e rule book,
and seeing which comes out shead.
UNREAL LIFE

Since then life in our zone seems

mbe ”“?"A"w
w! empty.
in Iran will be holiow, W-wﬂl
be left facing eu:hoﬁberubdm
of susplelem

oun! bimaelt wl

we are all ;bou'.. it might mean =
change. Yes, that sounds fantast ue

end Improbable. But the time

live in Is fantastic and Imprvbcble.

Democracy

forms of hoorah. Bere we pull back.
We want to kee s

be just &

wholesome story of love, h.lu
adventure,
FUTURE HOPES

Bomeday, we hope, German men
and women will read our defini-
tions of democracy in books (when
we get around to agreeing on them,
ourselves, and printing them) and
will accept wmt mey read, and
will grow up to be 8 credit to
us. and a bulwark of our way of
lfe, without the nervousness, agi-

picket-lines, and good-and.
d feelings which are characteris.
tle of the free inventlveness -nd
vulety of the democratis way

of the left, too,

hnrrul of the rlxbt md feartul
wo_have perhaps
unconsclousb’. exporud

ba
o1 We have shipped all our
pomicll fears abroad, and we have
;nsmutlomllsed them in visible
orm.

But it is of the unncn of democe
racy that it te

hose
don't even do that: we are in the
astrange position of trusting nobody,
oven though we know that polmul
R e s
g time very
boarding sch

80; Weo DI ha of
pestponement behind us, to & year
ot 3 our of what
the right might do, rhaps

to have taken on

quallty of life in a Hollywood
‘movie; a boy walks down a street
with a girl, somewhere a chud

against political suspects, as nv T
the last week-end: but it is plotty,
and unreal, and there is no life

the sense In which life goes on
in, say, Camden, New Jersey, or
in Ro

me.

Our basie difficulty s that it is
um impoasible to tell pto'ple about
gemocrlcy. you have to let them
do it; It is as hard to teach de-

mee pers,
handbils, strikes, deb:!u and other

Perhaps

gaining in
throughout the

Four new countles, lmlud!nl

Hlaﬂ.dl, have

& radio broadc:

ballot.

dry.
However, deuplu

“Yes, we're golng to dry Tndian
York, superintondent o t
cast.

of & strange
AMERICAN ISSUE
And In speaking for
gree of free itica)
sone, it is not !th

the nﬂ!h e‘}‘mﬂ: 15 ours, n
Germans’ when 8 supreme moment

in history catches us with our
mouths open, uttering a pesre
sheped nothing

25 Years Ago We Were Disarming

WASHINGTON
T wes just 25 years ago that the UrLWed Btates was host to

fought a bloody war In the Crimea over the question of Tur-
key, then perhaps despite all the discouragement, we are
slowly stumbling along in the right direction.

Prohibition Again
’x‘ hasn't (nt much publicity but. prohibition is reported.
leaps u-ynd

+local option elections
and one In
uuneh

-ln." bolmd L.
Indiana Anu-s‘l ‘League,

some areas, prombltlon leaders are pluiu signa.
children’ near "polling places to . urge voun’m castoa dry

Meanwhile few poople reaiiza that: 2,07 I
in the United States, Du—of more s ana-fnunh«nre now

It wants its own way and may take lta own sweet time
it to war over Iran or
Wi terril nd

forces, Congresn probabl
thor

in Arkansss
chml the wet ic the dry column in
t two months, while mhlbmon crusaders have ;
zd bl: drives in Indians and other mm to make them bone




