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'0 ‘been baffled from the first bv the
that there was some virtue in
‘effort to prevent the voters'of the two
tes from having a voice in the selec-
$ion of their chief law enforcement officer,
‘and we're delighted that the dea! under
< ‘which Mr. Whiting would have become
Mr. Whitener's assistant finally fell through.
Mr. Whiting, in announcing his inten-
In the race and making a
real fight out of it. has stated the basic
‘issue. He belleves, and the "Mecklenburg
bar agrees, that the election of s solicitor
from this county is essentisl to the success
of the effort to establish a separate su-
perior court In Mecklenburg. From the
. in our opinfon, that has been
the overriding consideration. and Mr. Whit-
ing’s stand has our unqualified endorse-
ment.
‘Bince the campaign promises to be an
active one, it 1s perhaps inevitable that
it will become s battle of personalities
Mr. Whitener, taking over the solicitorship

Jimmy Byrnes And

Byrnes apparently found a pre-
J fabricated deadlock awaiting him when
he arrived in Paris for the meeting of the
Forelgn Ministers. He is, by his own ad-
over the chance of

_Even if the one-time Allles stlll main-
_falned the unity of the war years. the
peace settlements would be difficult
enough. Britaln and Amerlca, generally
‘speaking, want to keep things pretty much
88 they were before the war. Russia wants
ferritorizl alterstions favorable to herself
and her satelites. Today, with something
very much like s diplomatic guerilla war
-going on In the United Natlons Security
Council, nobody at Paris is likely to ap-
‘proach these differences in & spirit of
‘gweet reasonableness.

“Behind all the dickering in New York
and Paris there lies a $64 question: Do
an

‘§epamte Court Is At Stake

upon the death of John Carpenter, hea -

established a notable record in the office,
clearing up the crowded ddcket for the
first time in meny years. We certainly do
not question his competence, although,
since his candidacy stands as a- threst to
the separation of the court distriet and as
a guarantee of the continuation of an

unsevory political arrangement, we sre’

bound to oppose him

Mr. Whiting has nll the necessary per-
sonal qualifications for the office —in-
tegrity. ability, experience. At & time when
1t is extraordinarily difficult to find good
men willing to accept the comparatively
meager salaries afforded by puhllc office,
his
something of a personal sacrlrice, His
willingness to undertake it is, perhaps, his
best recommendation,

We confess to & passing regret that
the election will have to be fought along
county lines, with some of our good neigh-
bors in Gaston convinced that Mecklenburg
is usinz its larger population to take over
an office that properlv belongs to the
other end of the district. But we are. as
we have sald before, convinced that the
election of Ben Whiting will lead directly
to an overdue judicial reform of great
benefit to the citizens of both counties.

The $64 Question

his uncertainty explains the tight-rope
performance that is rapidly earning him
a reputation as’an appeaser.

If Mr. Byrnes had the answer the prob-
lems of Tripoli, of Iran, Manchuria, ail the
nther danper spots, would still be difficult
but they would not be insurmountable. He
could address himself to them in positive
fashion, resisting the Russlans if he were
convinced of their desire for world con-
quest, co-operating with them if he were-
n't.

The tragic thing is that American un-
certainty tightens the lines of conflict with
Russia, preserving and strengthening what
might have been minor differences, reviv-
ing the world of power politics. And. since
it really is one world, the division of opin-
fon in Parls undermines the UN Security
Councll in New York.

And beyond that there is the danger of
our new national tendency to place our
blind faith in UN. The theory of world or-
which we have steadfastly re-

desire to protect her own borders
“or are they part of an expansionist scheme
lving eventual world revolution? It
~sgems Incredible that Mr. Byrnes, after all
_his face-to-face eonversations with Rus-
slan leaders and with all his sources of
‘diplomatic information, doesn't know the
‘answer. But it 15 clear that he doesn't, and

Post-Mortem On The

have accepted the verdict of the
bond electlon as final, and have no
sire to perform an elaborate post-mortem.
‘But some of the statements of public of-
ficlals concerned have a peculiar interest.
. Mayor Baxter, for instance, makes an ex-
nt point when he attacks the strange
bond electlon law of the state as a deter-
nt to progress.
That odd law, providing that for certain
non-essential” projects a vote not cast by
reglstered voter is a negative vote, strikes
a8 & rather remarkable perversion of

We'd lﬂ(t to see the legality of that statute
ed In the Bupreme Court, not because
we have any frustrated desire to reopen
e dead iscues in Charlotte’s bond elec-
4lon, but because, here and elsewhere, the
against registration will be an tm-
portant factor in future, unrelated elec-
tons. Registration, after all, hardly seems
proper basis for determining the desire
'of the majority of the voters. being simply
‘8 preliminary part of the process of cast-
ing = ballot. Bippose, for instance, a citizen
‘who registered In the recent bond election,
“and planned to vote for all the projects
on the list, fell il on dlection day and
unable to go to the polls. Certainly
he would have no right to expect his vote,

‘which he couldn't physically cast, to be
L 'counted In favor of the bond lssue. Why.
‘then, should that uncast vote be allowed
%o count against it? His absence not only
distranchisés him, but becomes a positive
tor in the election, guaranteeing a vote
in his name and against his wishes.
hat, in our curbstone judgment. would
#5 an excellent basis for a test case.

nother Voice

FPECENTLY the City of Raleigh conducted
A referendum on a $100,000 bond issue
nts to the Raleigh-Durham
rt. The bond issue failed of passage.
then, would Raleigh get the money?
bed our eyes, gasped (audibly, that
strained at the page again when
the following in no less an advo-
the Ralelgh News and Observer:
4% 1s another source from which the
funds can be Dbulmd and funds
profits of the Wake
d be made avail-

‘that “Alcohol Bru-

Eye-Rubbing

fused to meake a fact, has become what
Justice Roberts calls “an anodyne". It lulls
us, and we dream soft dreams of peace
while little Jimmy Byrnes wrestles with
the hard realities of war.

And time slips away, the area of con-
flict grows larger, the answer to the $64
question moves toward a dark certalnty.

Bond Election

But, far more pertinent, and more dis-
turbing, than any warmed-over controversy
on the vote agalnst registration. was the
rather gloomy statement of Planning Board
Chairman Gilchrist. To Mr. Gilchrist the
real threat to Charlotte’s future showed
in the registration figures—only 11,800 out
of & potential 55,000 voters were sufficiently
interested in the bond election to sign the
registration books.

This evidence of epathy would not have
been surprising if the bond issue had been
smail and routine. But it was a big Issue,
over $12000000, and it was promoted by
the most thoroughgoing campaign in the
history of the town. Publiclty, In press and
radio. was lavished on It. Committees were
arganized. Doorbells were rung. Clubwomen
stood by to haul voters to the registration

places, and to the polls. In short, every-
thing known to the art and science of
getting out the vote was done, and

thoroughlv done.

This, of course, was the wark of those
who favored the issue. But on the other
side there was also extensive, tf less formal
activity. With a light regard for the facts
the opponents of the bond issue took large
newspaper advertisements to insist in tnch-
high type that approval would Increase
city and county taxes by 50 per cent. This,
certainly, was no idle threat to the purse-
conscious. And yet, it too falled to bring
out the voters.

Like Mr. Gilchrist, we regard this as
the most disturbing manifestation of the
bond issue. It is not surprising that the
voters were not moved by an altrulstic
appeal to make a financial sacrifice for
the common good. But neither could they
be moved by an appeal to their selfishness, a
call to take positive action to protect them-
selves against a tremendous tax increase.

We are reminded. watching paralysis
ctreep over our democracy, of the distllu-
sioned poet of the distllusioned Twenties
who' predicind that the world would end
not with a bang. but with & whimper.

In Asheville

talizes Consumers,” but a mild notation
that the News and Observer is opposed to
the operation of the stores—yet, “so long
s there are llquor stores In Wake County

- . every citizen . . . has an Interest in the
equitable disposition of the public funds
resulting from the liquor stores.”

The Citizen, shocked' by this apostasy
can only think of one of the News and Obe
. derver’s favorites, Mr. Dooley and hls re-
flection on the consistency of Teddy
Roosevelt: “The trusts is heejus monsters;
on the one hand I would stamp them
under fool—on the- other hand, not so
Iut. "—Asheville Citizen,
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People’s Plaiform

The State’s Minority Vote

GREENSBORO

us as American cltizens to commence a nation wide
taxes, which would

RIOST Tar Heels wlli egree that our democrati
svstem of government, our liberty, Is our dearest
possession. But the shocking fact Is that most of us
neglect our first duty and right of cmzensmp. We
Just dont Bother to o to the polls to

off-year electiong such as the one coming up
this Spring only fifteen per cent of cligible North
Carolina voters, or eight per cent of the total popu-
lation, customerily goes to the polls.

Registration opens this Saturday (April 27) and
lasts through May 11. The primary takes place May
25. It takes only @ few minutes to register gnd only
a few minutes to vote. We fought a war for the right
of free peoples to choose their government. Surely
we can invest those few minutes for the preserva-
tlon of democracy.

Hitler came into power on a minority vote, but
not so small a minority as customarily votes here in
North Carolina. These are crucial times In which we
live and unless we take more active part n our
Government, chances are that they will not get any
better. We have the right and the obligation. Let’s
register and vote this year.

~MARY PRICE, Secretary
Committee For North
Carolina,

Reds And Redcoats
NEW YORK
7O the leglalature of the United States of America:

Great Britain 15 now using the "RED” scare to
hoodwink you into giving her four billion dollars.
Do you men helleve thls propaganda, that English-
men will really become slaves of Mascow (by be-
coming Communists) unless we give them that four
billlon? Perhaps the real truth s that she is trying
to get us to pay the cost of maintalning her armed
forces. which incidentally 5 four billon a year.
Wl she continue to threaten us each and every
year?

Why don't you MEN Insist that she use the
five billion dollars which she has Invested In the
United States. (Re: Represeniative D. Reed's report),

Twice we won a World War for Britain and
immedia therenfler she shows her
Why don’t we ever learn?

Do vou think for one momenl thal you could
give four billlon dollars to Great Britain without
riving & like sum to Russia?

Russis §s now violating her agrecments and
destroying our trade In Eastern Europe, Iran and
China, while we it _back and consider giving her
alx hilllon dollars: all under the gulse of improving
our world trade. Just what 18 wrong with us- Won't
we ever learn?

Russia makes all haste to incrense her war
forces, while the Communists In our midst urge us
to destroy ours.

Will the money that Is to be given to Russla
be used in an attempt to destroy us?

‘The last time it was “scrap iron.” Wil It be six
Dilllon dollars the next time?

‘When, oh when, will Americans WAKE UP!

In case you grant this loan it will be time for

ingratitude.

Drew Pearson’s o .
Merry-Go-Round °

WASHINGTON

IP‘ T were to choose a leading American of 1946 as an inspir-
ation to my son, I think I would pick the man who died

in harness this week as Chief Justice of the United States.
1 would choose him not only because of his great attainments,
not only because he rose so hlgh trom such humble begin-
up uptil
thst last day and that last faltering omnlon. Hurlan Fiske

nings; but because he never lost his

Stone kept, his zest for itving.
Despite sedate years o

his home, for instance, was the fulf;
swing aside, revealing a hidden door.

dining
All too soon, most

Damxcw-ys come tru

e parents, of course, might not lgrce thet the pixie
They
ocked to learn thet, while at Amherst the

In swnes heart set a proper example for their sons.
might even be she
Chief Justice led & rxld on.a Boston express oﬂ(
the statue of Babrine, goddess of Amherst ms

rl'.ed I
away from Amherst alumni, and hid it in = Chenwrﬂcld.
H., barn, Bome vears lu'cr. Ewnc mnrﬂed the daughter

t barn.

of the man who owned thaf

‘Harlequin’ Stone

IN fact there were a lot of things about young Harlan Btone

that meticulous parents might not approve.

Some of his
neighbors even thought his name should have been Harlequin,
for he led so many youthful night-shirt and ducking parties
that eventually he was expelled from an sgricultural college.

1 1 for my boy, '

pick Harlgn Btohe as a mode!
despite all this, becausg shortly thereafter he man
harness his exuberance and worked his wa
by peddling typewriters, seliing jnsurance

n the Natlon's highest court, there

was a lovable, boyish quamy about Chief Justice Stone. In

{llment of every small

boy’s dream—a secret button which canucd l book case to

‘This hidden door led

to a secret passageway from the Chief Justice’s study to his
room,

of us lose our boyhood. But Harlan
Btone made his Imyhood dreams of hidden doors and secret

y through Amherst
and_ tutoring

of
Great Britain, as our fore-
to become free from Great

or o
only be forfeited to
fathers did fn order
Britain,

~LILLIAN FRIEDA FREY

(NOTE:: Let's be sure we've got this straight.
There'll be two lights if the British are coming by
sea, end one lght if the Russlans are coming by
land? —Eds, THE NEWS).

The Small Heritage
CHARLOTTE

WE can expect the atom war in our time. T. D.
Kemp tells us that capitalism after the First
World War wes unwilllng to pay the terrible price
necessary for permanent peace, and Drew Pearson
tells us that capitallsm, Uncle Sam that is, iz less
willing now ' then before. Ex-Justice Roberts says
that the people ought to be told, and this I have
now done.

Mrs, Roosevelt seems to think that a common
language might deafen us somewhat to those drums
of hate that periodically beat upon our ear. We might,
conceivably, arrange something like this without
getiing hurt in our (gulp) pocketbook, but would not
this price, even, be teo great for the end?

In other words, suppese that only an average of
one thousand citizens are left allve, per nation, after
the atom war. They would at least have their own
native language left to them intact. Being & falr
man, however, I am forced to admit that there 18
something to be sald for both sides.

—A. E. BABSETT.

P.S. Please tell your readers that alcohalic
beverages are not only habit forming, they are also
expensive, I mean gruesomely,

Enriching Thought
’ DAYTON, O.

Rmcmn'w & devout man told me he never had

enoug money 10 g0 to Plestine and vidly the

unt, He sald that those who did go saw nothing
b e s, ;

He vislted the Mount through the splrt realm

nd the group that was there 2000 years ago was

celebrating the event of that day.

Last week o historian wrote & minister In Day=
ton that the ten_tribes migrated to Engand and
Jesus was not. & Jew

Its immalerial, who prenched the sermon or
where. The thought has enriched the world to thia

duy.
—F. M. KIRRENDALL

The People's Plalfarm ls twutlable to any
reader who cares to mou:

lown by.Congress, those
who have studied it belleve that,
even in ita present form, it could
be & powerful policy-making weap-
on. Under the law the President is
required to submlt an annual eco-
r;nomh: report to Congress contain-

other a under “coni:
alderation, Robert Nathan, wwld
pmbably Blso ny no. m,thm is 2t
present Prance & private
n.

The atmosphere in Lbe
House alnce Truman's advent has
been one of su::h exmme caution

useful employment
willing and seeking
The Council of Economic Ad-
visers would help the President
yreplu this report. And he is em-
erad send supplementary re-
Tongress If important
chmzeu in economic trends occur.
Such & prepared " wm-.
eareful documentation, would he
the prestige of the Presidency be-
hlnd it. Congress might not like
the recommendations. But It would
be hard to ignore them since, if the
Plealdent! predictions were proved

or
“for those able,
to work,”

d thinking,
'nm'e has been m exod\u of the
younger lnd bclder men who helped
Trame polic: ¢ Roosevelt Ad~
minlstration,

Unemployment of course, is nok
s nujor problem at this moment.
)obleu {figure for the first
in March was 2,710,000. That
complru with 800,000 on V-J Day,
BELOW EXPECTATIONS
‘The total is far below original
expectations. But even if the num-«
ber of jobs should lx\crelse. a3 the
Veterans' Administral ptedk?-l.
boo!

right
ahould lollow without any action
by Congress to avert it, Congress
would be on the spot.

‘They still talk here in Washing-
ton of a prediction made by Leon
Henderspn in Pebruary of 1037, At
zhac po\nb business recovery aeemed

sured. President Roosevelt

Bertram Benedict

m
forever, There are lbout IMM
veterans not now classified as une
employed who soon will be looking
rar joh opnormnm;a

time of

testing and
lheld Lhe President’s Eeonomjc
Councll could serve an lmportant
function.

The Price Of Cotton

WASHINGTON
IN the current fight in Con-
gress to weaken the powers of
OPA in extending lts life for an-
other year, e cotton bloc i3
prominent. Cotton growers blame
OPA for the fall of cotton prices
on ﬂl cotum !xchunses by 1
& single day
]lsb week llter Sublﬂuﬂ\m Di-
rector ' Bowles had Increased the
margins requlrtd for dealing In
cotton fut
The part pmyea by cotton In lhe
national economy can hardly
overestimated.  Almost one-!ounh
of the total farm population of
the United States lives on farms
growing cotton. Cotton is second
only to wheat as & cash crop in
the United States, and untll re-
cent years was ahead of wheat.
‘The movement of cotton prices
can be mercurial. Prior to World
War 1 the price averaged about
10 cents a pound, on the farm.
It rose all the way to 38 1/3 cents
in  April 1920, then In twd

cgnt—to 9 1/2 cents, Aprll

1921
GOES UP AGAIN
By December, 1923, the ‘price

was awsy up egaln to 29 1/2cents,
but thiz rise was due to low pro-
duction from the ravages of the
boll weevil, and few cotton grow-
ers benefited. Then the price fell
steadily until the avernge for 1931
was only 5 3/4 cents.

Under the Agriculture Adjust-
ment Act of 1933 cotton acresge
was restricted in order to bolster
the price. The Bunkhead Act of
1933 imposed B tax of 50 per cent
of the  merket price on the ginning

ton for growers not particle

of 1938 suthorised loans cote
ton at 52 per cent of un parity
price. Total production decreased

only slightly because yield per acro
wWas rising, :

WORLD WAR I PRICES
After the outbreak of World War.
I tne non-fazm prices in the
plrlty price jormula rose sharply,
Congress in Ay. mx ruaed
Lhe loan rate on
per cent of the psrlty prlc@ ln
Wes

to
19« to.92 1.2

e
are tu be lvnﬂnble until two yelrl
after the first of January 1 f
lowing the ¢lose of hostilities ln
World War II. On March 15,1946,
the average price of eomm re-
celved by growers was cents,
A8 compared with a pnrlzy price
01 222 cents.

acreaga devoted to eouan
Xell from 20 million acres in 1

“ 1o an estimated 17.7 milllon In
1945, the production from 113 mil«
lion bales to 8.2 million, the yleld
per acre from 294 pounds
pounds (the weather was bad, and
labor was scant nurmz the picks
ing scason). The uction
was the lowest imcc 1921 and the
recond loweat since 1896. However,
the carryover last Aug. 1 was al-
most ]2 milllon bales, equal to
almost two years' normal domestic
consumption. Non-war exports were
small.

FOREIGN PRODUCTIO!

‘The high price of Amcrlcm cot=
ton has stimulated production in
other tries.  (In 1920 the
United States accounted for ale
most two-thirds of the world pro-
duction and of world exports: in
1940, for ahout 40 per_cent of world *
producuon -nd 50 per cent o{ exe

sells cote

plﬁn( in the screage
program.

should be less than 300 worda. typewritten if
possible, and on only one side of the paper.
Libel and obscenity will be deleted—otherwise
anything goes. Each letter must be signed, al-
though, in exceptional cases and upon request,
we will wighhold the writer's name—Editors,
Tue NEWS,

other students. He pald his college expenses every cent of
the way.
And he p: d. Douglas

The taxes of the AAA
W:ts invalidated by the Bupreme
Court In 1936, but the Soil

urva tion Act of that year au-
thorized benefit payments to hrm-
ers restricting acreage in cord
with sofl conservation pﬂnclplzs
‘The Agricultural Adjustment Act

musicians. Once, afte

classmates “t.
from the Vice-Presidency info the
around for &

at Amherst.

never forgot those beginnings, never

Stone The Teacher

. school. Most

evoted two hours to
m xeu:nx through

Court Juatlce. was beside his
stricken on the bench.

by slnndlng first In his class at West Poinb—thlt e bOYS
start in college sets the pace for what comes after.
served for three years as president of his class, attained Pm
Beta Kappa in his junior year, managed the Amherst Btu- .
dent, played I star game of fooball, and was voted by his
enmber who would become most famc
Perhaps cax n Coolidge, who was one clss behind Stone,
remembered that record when CollldzHuddenly cl'-l{.;l;l{:g

‘White
8 new Attorney General and finally selected his
old college-mate who had worked go hard snd done so well

Later, Stone worked his way: through Columbia Law

8chool, and finally was grldulud despite forced Inter-
ruptions when he recouped his expenses by teaching school
in Vermont. And during all ﬂ\e (u.me thlt Xallowed Stone

Sovingsters who, ks Mimselt: struggled to finish college.

NE of these was William O. Douglhs, & penniless law
student at Columble when Btone was. dean of the law
busy college executives . would . have given

Douxlu a five or ten-minute pep -talk; but Dean Btone
telling - Douglas:of - his own pmblom-,
collego n\d in:adviaing him: what to:do.
k, that same Willlam O. Dmu!u, now a Buprem
when' he was

Every year the Ghiet Jumaa brought & Oolumm law.
m

gradua
was B dcﬂnlle mwnvenum
NeW mAn every year.

every wepl

1n and out of aontnment who

But. the Dhlcl Jumu anted:to

aged to  launch young lmn mm the: world of .law, 5
And 1a homs: waa & mecca for

orowded around

zudience spellboul

metimes thinl
nble to play Mkl thut
“But sor

amous.”

To
“My boy"—Stane
all this modestr.”

Stone The Pupll

to help A great insplration

his 80-odd !
¥

years. .

‘when'the people

Justice at Mrs, Stone's Monday “at homes.”
source of Inspiration to young artlsts, young writers, wun[
r listening

dropped by to see his old friend the late Justice Oliver Wen-
dell Holmes lnd wld him how this youth had kept a great

“Ah” sald Holmel with & sigh.
I would give

USTICE HOLMES; of course, was to Stone  what Son
“and teachi
Holmes *what guldln[ prlndple he  had  worked

man,” said to: his 61-ye
“about 15 yuu g0 é.lurnod um T was o

5.701: lhrold lt the competitive
world price, but other n-uammu
still prefer to use thelr own

ton when that is A;lln lvdllhla.
And the higher the domestic price,
the grester the competition from
suhsmutes—noubly rayon in
clothing ‘and tires, and paper for
bags, towels, etc.

Pearson Pays Trlbute To Harlan F. Stone

He was &
g to Yehud! Menuhin, Stone

“what & triumph! .1
e ten years of my life to be

me of us," countereri Stone, "“would (lve ten yelrt
of our' lives to be able to write opinions like yours:
which Holmes, with a twinkle:in. his eye, renued'

was then ‘over_60—"God. se ugh

er. /At one time, Stone

ot |
rious states want to
e,oannmhnexpm
I:like

w




