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s estanlished to study the workings of
 the ABC System

RHigh' Point Enterprise remarks: “We
hsven’t an opinion satisfactory even to
ourselves about the liguor problem. . .
 Most of the people who talk and wrlte
" most about the liquor problem twist such
facts as they have to suit their purposes
and make no. effort to get the whole
picture.”

To The Raleigh News & Observer,
which long ago made up its mind that
ABC stands for Aleohol Brutalizes Con-
sumers, the plea for facfs on liguor con-
sumption in Nerth Caroltna is only an-
other attempt to postpone a prohibition
referendum.

“No commission could wipe out the com-
pelling argument against ABC . when
the people reflect that the present mongrel
system has produced this increase in guz-
sling:

In 1938 the sales of intoxicants by ABC
stores in one-fourth of the counties in
North Carolina amounted “to $6,839.645.65

And by 1943 the volume of sales had
jumped up to $28.707.047.53, an inerease
in seven years of over 21 million dollars.”

These figures, to The News & Observer.
tell the whole stary of how “the consump-
tion of intoxicants In 25 countics has in-
creased.” We can think of ne better
argument for fact-finding in the liquor
business than this typical distortion of
cold facts.

It seems to us lhxt even the most biased
statistician would hesitate to measure the
increase of liquor consumption by compar-
fng the increase in gross receipts from
liguor sales. Here, for instance. are just

Y All Means, Look At The Facis

S”GOH’ITNG that 8 State Commission ~ - few of the considerations THE ‘Néws &

in North Carolina, The .

Observer overlooked in lesping so alrily
to its foregome conclusion: s

1) There was a vasi, and as yet un-
measured increase in population in the
wet counties during the. periof. War in-
dustries and military establishments more
than doubled the population of some
counties.

(21 The retail price of liquor has almost
doubled during the period, primarily be-
cause of a heavy incréase in Federal taxes.

31 Ten of the 25 counties adopted ABC

in 1938. and, after all. it takes a while
to divert the liquor trade into legsl
channels.

Admittedly. the application of these fac-
tors to the b ficures would bring them
more in line with our own prejudiced
view. 1We are convinced that ABC brings
about far more control than it does bru-
tality.) But we are not attempting to argue
here that liquor consumption has decreased
in the wet counties. We regard it as highly

. probable that there has been a per capita

increase in drinking in the 25 ABC coun-
ties. just as there has been in every other
section of the country, including dry Meck-
lenburg. just as there usually .1s during
periods of ‘boom. But we submit that the
flgures, as emploved by the News & Ob-
server to prove its point, prove nothing
at all.

“Should Face The Facts” the News &
Observer heads its editorial. and with that
statement we are in hearty accord. Buf,
since our distinguished colleague didn't
bother to specify who should face them, we
feel at liberty to point out that the ad-
monition applies on both sides of the ABC
controversy.

Gﬁaranteein,g Collective Insecurity

. AVERELL HARRIMAN, former am-

bassador to Russia, declaring himself
in favor of getting tough with the Soviet,
remarks: “We agree that Russia is en-
titled to security. But in gaining this se-
curity I still hope that Russia will accept.
as we have, that the chief hope of the
world is in collective security through the
United Nations Organization.”

But in one saugust journal, which is
already delirious with joy at the prospect
of getting tough with Russia, Mr. Harri-
man's statement was published hard by
snother news story which began: “The
completed blueprints for the postwar Army
Alr Forces were reported today to provide
for creation of three major operating com-
mands and for some 14000 planes, in-
cluding reserves.” This article went on to
detall General Spaatz’ plan for providing
adequate strategic, tactical and defensive
air power for a nation that, only one
column over to the left, had accepted
the UNO 2s the agency for providing col-
lective security for the world,

The Air Forces isn't kidding anybody,

OMERODY, we think, should strike off

a special medal for James E. Dewey,
citing him for extraordinary patience above
and beyond the call of duty. Mr. Dewey is
the Federal mediator who has somehow
restrained himself from turning over the
conference table and stalking out after
weeks of trying to make sense out of the
downright cussedness of General Motors
and the United Auto Workers.

‘The one cent difference between hourly
rate demanded and hourly rate offered
has long since ceased to be the issue in
the GM strike, as Mr. Dewey very well
knows. He Is caught between a union that
is hell-bent on punishing General Motors
by making the company agree to a higher
wage than that paid by its competitors,
and a corporation that is hell-bent on dis-
- crediting the UAW's leadership with its
rank and file.

The latest offers made by the union and
“the company are typical of the bad faith

evidenced by both sides from the first.
* The union. which bases its demand for a
18-1/2 cent razise on the previous findings
of President Truman's fact-finding board,
suggests that the ‘difference be submitted
for arbitration to a Truman - appointed
arbiter. This, of course, is no offer of
_arbitration at 2ll, for the President has

already pronounced the unlon's wage de-
mand fair,

‘The company, rejecting Lhe union's phony
arbitration offer. countered with an ‘ab-
surd proposal for a secret ballot to de-
termine whether or not the workers

Another Voice

We have the Greensboro Daily News to
. thank for the following information:

In North Carolina during the five-year
period 1939-44 juvenile delinquency de-
creased 8 per cent from the period 1934-39.
However, white delinquency cases rose 6.4
er cent while Negro cases dropped 20 per
nt.

“North  Carolina's Negro parents are to
congratulated for the considerable de-

- h«m}y second that sentiment, We would
to'know also the reason for' the de-

over-all statistics”during a time
Juvesile Gelinguency elsewhere has

_public, e think. would understand if

not even the Russians. The three major
commands outlined in the blue print, are
operational, not training organizations. And
the Continental Defense Command comes
last on the list, while the strategic force,
to be made up of 40 B-29 groups “upon
which the Army currently places reliance
for long-range striking power,” Is num-
ber one.

No matter how eloguent our spokesmen
may be in.proclaiming American faith in
collective security, their glowing words run
head-on into the concrete acts of the Army,
the Navy. and the Air Forces. now busy
with preparations for a postwar world in
which each nation will take care of its
own military problems.

Natienal secus and international se-
curity are contradictory terms: neithe: we
nor the Russians can have both. And it
seems foolish to expect the naturally
nervous Russians to accept at face value
Mr. Harriman's protestations that he be-
leves “the chief hope of the world is in
collective security through the United Na-
tions Organization” when General Spaatz
obviously doesn't.

The Patience Of James E. Dewey

wouldn't lfke to override their union lead-
ers and come back to work for 18-1/2 cents
an hour. This is nothing more nor less
than an effort to shoot Walter Reuther's
horse out from under him. .

The long strike, now past its '100th day,
has been costly to everyone concerned—
workers, company and public. Wage losses
are now in excess of $107,000,000. GM’s loss
in unfilled orders alone is over $500,000,000,
and dealers’ Josses are estimated at over
$100.000.000. The public, according to The
Washington Star's guess, is out about 1,-
000.000 automobiles.

The Government’s legitimate interest in
the strike is rooted in the public’s need
for those missing automobiles. But the
the
President threw up his hands and di-
rected Mr. Dewev to bid UAW and GM
an unpleasant gond day and return to
Washington. The Government would be
cutting off the public’s nose to spite its
face. perhaps, but that seems to be a
common practice in Detroit.

We don't know which of the two spoiled
children would give in first if the Fed-
eral wet nurse withdrew, and we can't
see that it makes any particular differ-
ence in an argument that has long since
gone beyond the bounds of reason. It
seems quite clear that there aren’t going
to be any General Motors automobiles on
the market untile the company or the
union. or both, are exhausted. and in the
meantime we might at least save the wear
and tear on Mr. Dewey's remarkable nerves.

Contrast In Black And White

been on the upswing. Is it a new sense of
responsibility among parents of the minor-
ity race who appreciate the fact that the
American Negro. too often the heaviest
contributor to crime statistics, needs to
demonistrale his own good citizenship if he
is to share more widely ‘in the progress of
the community?

11 50, this is another star in the crown of

North Carolina's exemplary race relations. .

—The Asheville Cltl:_Eﬂ

Btockings of spun stee! now_in the e

perimental stage, should fill a long-felt

! need unless nature comes up wn.h 3 car-
barundum mosquito. .

Peogle s Platform

‘American ‘service
men tee! themseives: cut : off - from
the -main stream . of ‘world ‘eventa.
Rven niore then in’ Europe, where

Senator Hoey And Ed Pauley

. WILMINGTON
E’M about to blow up. We have a Senator from this
staw who represents us in Washingten, and thinks

I hava two letters lately received from Senator
Heey, to whom'I first wrote an expression -of opinion,
asking thet he vote down Ed Pauley. His earler letter
was the amazing response to tha

“1 know Mr. Pauley very well, and I have the ut-
most” confidence in him. I think you will find that
everybody who knows hlm,belleves he will be honest,

able, and upright. The late President Roosevelt had-

already declded to eppolnt Pauley to this position be-
fore his death.”

S0 1 wrote again. telling him thet T was under
the impression that a Senator was supposed to rep-
recent the will of the people.

Well, the Senator answered the second:one oo,
only he gets more amazing with each letter:

“I do 1ot agree With you as to the duty of a Sen~
‘ator, My conception of a Senator is that he is elected

- to represent the people of his State and do what he

cen end thinks is best for them. He cannot consider
in every measure the sentiments of the people, and in
many instances he is more informed about particu-
lar measures then they, therefore, the obligation of
= Senator is to cxercise his best judgment and to vote
as he thinks is wise and proper, That is the policy I
am purauing, and I am not attempting to vote for
or against any measure just because I have an idca
that the majority of the, people might be.in favor
of this or that position.

“T am rether fully informed about the matter of
Ed Pauley and therefore, 1 am going to vote for his
confirmation and hope that we Wil be able to con-
firm_him."

This time he tells me that a Senator is supposed
to think for his constituents, doing for them what he
thinks best. Oh, the poor American people,<who are
incapable of forming proper opinions. Someone ought
to tell “The Coat” that his people can think for them-
selves, mnd all he has to do fs think OF them.

enator tells me that he will vote for Pauley
regardiess of what 4hy majority might think. Ne
man who is supposed to represent me can teil me to
3 jump in the lake, and get my vote. Well, not again,

And to Mr., Tom McKnight of Mooresville, an.or-~
chid. Here's another noseholder who can tell you that,
orchid_notwithstanding, it’s not safe o let go of your
nose. Boy, what an odor. The only way to stop it is to
let the man know for whom e is working.

—LEE G. BOLKO.

All In Favor . . ..
HAMLET
"JHERE is no doubt thatia responsive chord would
vibrate in the minds of a large majority of the
voters of North Caroling if a successful business
man, entirely frec from polltical and . personal in-
fluence would be named as a candidate for election
to the chief cxecutive's office of North Carolina in
the coming primary, for with the solution of the
mementots problers that vill face the Nation and
the several States during the next biennial the
service of a man of true character and ability will
be sorely needed.

Such a man has not, so far, been suggested.
There, are several business men who would measure
up to the expectations and it is time that we con-
centrate attention upon one whoe will command
sufficient following to assure his election at the
next gubernatorial election. .

For your consideration may I present a man
who has made 2 marked success of his every under-
taking. He is » middle aged man, living In the

Drew Pearson s e
Merry-Go-Round ®

— WASBHINGTON
SECRETARY of Agriculture Clinton Anderson had a hard
time at firat persusding Herbert Hoover to come to Wesh-

ington for the food conference.
President at Key West, Fla., where he was fishing.

“I've promised my family
fishing,” Huover told the Secretary of Agriculture,
at last here I am.

Anderson, howe\er. emphasized the urgency of the food

erisls.

“We need your efperiehce and advice, Mr. President.” he
ter-  be that thie Natlon's Missours Rlvar and other

said. “You can go back to your fishih

Andetson caught the ex-

for seven years to take them
“and now

middle of the state. He has had extensive exper-
tence in egriculture, commerce and finance

With the above stated, let me place in nomin-
ation Edwin Pate, of Laurinburg, Scotland County,
as candidate for our next Governor, and all who
second this nominatlon come out and let it be
known.

—J, E. MoLAUCHLIN

One Veteran’s View
CHARLOTTE
HT does me good io see the Charlotte News take it
upon itself to get down ta brass tacks about this
whiskey question here in Charlotte. Ever since 1 can
remember. therc has always been plenty of whiskey
In Charlotte. It seems a pity that as long as it
here, the people shouldn't benefit by its profits

1 know that I had a long time while overseas to
think this thing over and I'm sure there are thous-
ands of other veterans here In the city who will agrec
that the best thing that could heppen to this ety Is
for it to be wet.

T've visited 2 Iot of towns, citles and states in the
last_three years. Wet ones, and I've yet to see the
disorder and street scenes I've seen here, As long as
we have got it—and we have—let’s put a handle on it
and steer it the way 1t will do us some good. I,say

‘ such a complete lack of trus

unbemneveryv%
& sense of isolation. "

“The Mttle news they get in cap- which
not reassuring.

sule form is

story at home and sbroad seems

to be one of dizsension and disinte-
gratlon.

eir
look of en elsborate hoondoggl
pleking up something
putting ‘1t ~down over there and
then carrying it back agsin. R
‘They heve & great deal of f.lmt
1o think and some of them®
thinkinz-l.nd thinking hard. H
sn_excerpt {rom = letter from
Lhe Philippines:

“We are all very discourage
about the UNO., They seem to be
‘backing down on e and
we are doing nothing to prevent
it. Russla and Britain just veto
each other’s claims and we einher
side with the Britlsh or t&k
slde at al
ISLANDS USZLESE

“Ong reason for .this see\m to
be that we have no leg to stand
on with regard to colonles of
other natiofs, as we go merrily on

\u with protection but that ap-
all prywck what
7~1th rocket atom Bombs and long-
range aircraft. These islands might
have afforded wme protection from
this war but the now seem to
‘waaien our !tarld m the UNO on
two counts.
the shows
t in
UNO. Perhaps they shouid be bullt
up as military bases for the sup-
posad protection of the world but,
if so, only under UNO supervision
‘We should strengthen UNQ's mill-
tary power in other parts of the
world and not our own.

“More important, however, fs the
fact that, without making claims
on these ds, we cannot stand
up to other and_object ta

The grad-

first place. it

nations

their colonlial policies.

Samuel Grafton

t mey be parental pride which
esd.l me to quote at such hncm
since the letter -came from
eighteen-yéar-old. son. Yot pn-
ental pride to one aide, T think it

makes good sense.

&
our position tas been and con-
tinues to be s negative one. We
nave failed to supply. the courage,
the creative imaginstion, the: driv-

ing force, that would help to

transform the old imperfalism of

Great Britain into something new -

2o léh1 Middl
In J e lut !cr example,
erislism

imps
md Bnmh—m exp!olt{d feudal
peapla uvlng in prtmqu pover-
ty. t kind of imperlalism can-
natmlrmz survlve Sn the present
orld.
RED IMPERIALISM

It could not survive i only
hec;usei 4 h new erialism *
of Russie, T negative it
which may indeed result lm o
backhanded, belated cnlonmhm
for-security's-sake, leaves the way
open for the new Imperialism.
However, the recent more positive
position  taken by retary of
State Byrnes 15 a step.in the right
direction,

Political liverties? Desperately
poor people will settle for a little
more bread. That s why our
preachment sbout democracy sounds
empty unless we're prepared to help

make it mesn something more than
‘Nnrdﬁ.

‘There is a ferment of thought
in all the lonely, remote places of
the earth and it will not be satia-
fied with a mere negaton,

Our Russian Policy

NEW YORK

JJOTES ON THE IMBROGLIO:
1. Mr. Byrnes' speech. follow-
fog Mr. Vandenberg’s speech, means
that opinion s shaping up in both
parties and fn the administration
toward calling 2 halt to expansion
of Ryssian Influence. Both men ask
us {o be firm. to be definiie
moral, 1o be hard. That th
worried men Is indisputsble, snd
the degree of concern th
pullk 15 probably & miner fraction
 the amount they reveal to their
Tmirvors and. thelr Their
alarm 5 genuine; thi for
the future of the demoeratic-cap-

yes! Let’s have a wet vote. This city could use some ! "

new parks, 1ouds and & uumber of other things that s o o the Ty et

will be beneficial to Ck v comes e very soles of
o Charlotte’s own. thelr feet: it 45 barren. and

—CLARENCE

. WHITAKER JR,
A Leftist Republican?
CHARLOTTE

3'/'22 now ve a Republican congressman who re-
fors to (he Adminis 's emergency housing
program as belng ‘Communistic’. s Communlstic,
that’s what it is”, says the Republican congressmen.
It just happens that everybody who knows any-
thing knows that communism !s an ethnic-political
creec that (1 deales a God: 2V frowns on the
good old Amerlean institutlon of marrtage: and 31
condones the liquidation of all the niée people.

Is the Republican congréssman now telling us
that ‘Communism has some atributes that we didn’t
know about—some aitributes that maybe aren't so
bad? Have we got maybe & (gulp) leftist Republican
in Congress?

—ALTON FE. BASSETT

The Guiler Level
CHARLOTTE
DITORIALS like the enclosed (NOTE: “Race
Riots Require Two Races'—Eds. The News) and
other coddling of the Negro by such -lame-brained
fools like you hes earned Charlottc the reputation
of having the worst Negro clement in the South.
travel a good many states, but this section
is out of control in regards to the Negro, They
hoz the busses. crowd you on the sireets, and have
forgotten the werd courtesy
This article has the smell of Harcy Ashmore.

the “Greenville dope”, but any paper that would
hire him would be of the same gulter level.
- HIGKMAN

The People's Platform is rwuzlahle to any reader
who cares to mount i, Communications should be
less than 300 words, typewritten if possible,
on only one side of the paper. Libel and obsccnlty
will be deleted — otherwisc anything goes. Each
letter must be signed, although. in erceptional
cases and upon request, we 1Lxll withhold the
writer’s name.—Editors, THE New:

honor of his Texas [riend Alvin Wirtz.
Toward the end of the party. Speake

was not

party given by Cm)grebsmdn L\ndon Johm;on of Texas in
irtz,

er - Sam. Rayburn,

also of Texas, got together with Justice Douglas, Secretary of

the Treasury Vinson, Tom Corcoran, Johinson and Wirtz,

praceeded to put the bee on Douglss to:take Ickes place.
s frien

schematle political comment to de-
scribe  them merely 85
against the Soviet Unton In
light of present-day facts. the West-
ern world can no more keep from
showing this sort of reaction. than
men cen mvold blinking under &
lightning flash.

2. But both men arc more suc-
cessful in artfoulating alarm than
n articulating a program. Programs
come hard. Mr. Walter Lippman
has briffantly touched off the di
flcultles of “defending democracy
on the Soviet frontiers, where 1t
hardly e 1s it defending de-
maeracy '.0 defend feudalism in East
Prussia and Hungary, and some-
thing very like it in Iran and fn
China? We do not believe in me-
chanically -bowing to that sort of
“Independence” and “freedom” in
Germany and Japan, and the Rus-
sions. are payina it little respect on
their own borders.

REDS' SECRET WEAPON

1f the Russtans are attacking de-
mocracy. they are attacking it where
it isn't, and if we are defending it,
we “are defending it where it isn
1If the Russians were (o ¥ to fm=
pose thelr system on a clearly dem-
aeratic country, the issue would be
solidly joined: but it is the Rus-
slans’ secret weapon that they are
imposing their system, however un-
flaterally, not on democracies but
on desperately reactionary, even
medieval, regimes.

3. The great danger. U‘lrn is that
a “defense of democracy” against

3

all Russlan moves beconles an un- -

diseriminating defense of the status
quo. Into that gight therc pours &

Heover Didﬁt Want To Stop FIS

belig alded. Stone has never gcl nve
Justice Jacklon deserted  the . court

motley crowd of Johnny-come-late~
v crusaders, including men who
were nol much concernad sbout
defending democracy, or the status
quo. when Hitler was on the war-
psth agatnst both
men who still thinl
Hitler was & m
the most active prognosticators of
war against Russis: and some of
the most bitter denunciailon of
Russia for violaung internstionsl
law comes from perscns whe, on
other davs, uiter sour warnings
to the United Nations sgsinst dar-
mg to set up offices tn Americs.

NO CRUSADE

The result is not a crusade, but &
convulsive tangle, in which men of
purity of outlock, whose complaints
agalnst Rusals sre based on their
destre for world order, find them-
sclves fjolned with their own em-
emies at home, and with & Giand
Hotel assortment of odd and often
suspect_characters from the Bal-
kans abrosd.

4. Can there. then, be no affime
atlve American action for democ-
racy, in compstition With Russtan

2 Of course there can and
bs. Our State riment’s
current pressure against rrmao‘a
government In Spain 8
and specifically compstition of mu
and who can deny that it

the ?
American pressure for democreiic
reorganization in China and Indis.
where-half the people of the world

arc gathered, could bring about
results far more decisive than any-
thing thet 15 happening on the
Soviet fringe.
WE'RE CONFUS
But when the crusade takes these
turns. we shall see the Johnnies-
come-lately of movality abandon-
ing 1. The loss will be & small one,
for in the end. it is only democrats
who can defend democracy, and
then only by actually defending
it, in its own purity, and not in.its
entanglements w it h -monarchism
and fascism and feudalism and
colonlalism. If Russin’ has
winning some of the recent inters
nationa] contests,.that”is: becduse
she shows up-in-all single-minded-
ness, with a.rifle: loaded for: moose,
while - we - have. been’ turning “up
carrying . lacrosse b:tc hockey.
sticks, “atom: bombs
halberds:; uncertain’. 0! what ' or
whose . game we are- pla:
of whers the goals: are.

tz. They

into Ickes'

urged that Truman nedecd somebody’of :real stnture tostep
shoes. They also pointed nut that a blg job . wias to’

be done in the Interior Dep:

awaiting that: Polar

the far-flung Jap islands of -the Farmc. thlt Aln‘ku dwna
to

hg al
ward. But this is & time when ynur country needs you."

Hoover finally consented 1o c

It was Secrelary Anderson who alsn sold President Tru-~
man on the idea of having Hoover go to Burope -and study
Hoover had
been asked for advice lest Fall by the Belgien-and -Duteh—

the food problems of the needlest countries.

giant projects needed to be
nally at 9:30. P,

M. Douglas consented m keep. an
open mind and it was decided:that: Speaker RA}bu o
put the ides up t6 President Truman. whioh He

day. Truman -invited
However,

Doy

tnoungtlxe Prexmem scempd nnvdous to have
d Httle sell

@ did not

Court should be Just: what the. name
~No Whue Splghellx

“medleval

ving, -and-

Governmem..s and had told them

“Estimate your grain needs now and buy Cansdian wheat
for the entire year. But insist on immediate deltvery.”

‘The Dutch and Bélglan Governmehts follmnd his sdvice,
now sre relatively well stocked.

NOTE—Meany other Eurnpcan Governments, of - course,

did not have the money to . buy. " Or, i

wouldn't have been ' enough grain for il ‘of them:

Wi e S i - ¢
Stopped D uglas -
HERE was some’ unique“mancuvering behind. the plan to
upreme .Court. Justice William: O.. Douglas-in Harold

S Ry
Ickes' pim as Secretary of the Intérior; It u;m ate mmu :

if “they had,” there -

or the Polar caps; or the Pacifi¢ islands;:
to:view"the Interior Department ay-a routine job:

erhaps” the factor which' finally dissuaded Dotigla
taking the :job, however;:was delightful,
Allen-—-George had 3usz heen confirmed
Director of the - Atid he-and«the Pre!lden
50 much ovér this event. thnt hard-w

is - Cabinet, n;
talk_about  the big opportunmes which )uyﬂuhead n Alaska

xsecmcklng Gmrge




