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IA is ss great a citadel of White
Bupremacy as exists.in the South, bat

ibetted by white Georgians. took it upon
himself to test the legal bulwarks of the
~hite Democratic primary. Primus King,
Negro, of Columbus. attempted to register
and vote as & Democrat, and was refused
Py. his County Democratic Committee on
“the sole grounds of. his color. He then
went into Federal court to argue that
. the Democratic Primary, as it is consti-
tuted in the one-party South, is & sub-
stitute for, or st least an integral part
".of the General Flection, and is therefore
* gubject to the provisions of the 14th, 15th
and 1Tth -Amendments to the Constitu-
tion. He won his case In a lower court
and last week he won another round be-
.fore the Fifth Circait Court of Appeals
sitting in New Orleans. very probably clos-
‘ing the case. The Atlanta Journal notes

King's cause was argued in the fint in-
stance br whi ian b

red ulir

by Judge T Hmr Davis, Georglan bom and
1 bred. that Negro citizens who profess to be
Democrats. cannnt legall be excluded frain
Democratic primaries. The opinion of the
appellate court. sustaining Judge Davl
Tuling, was written by Judge Samuel
Sibley, of Marietta, Georgian born and bred.

“There can be no charge, thercfore, that
Georgia Is being afflicted with carpet-baz
government or that the law ds being laid
down by outsiders unmindful of our tradi-
tions and our ideals.

The two court decisions in the Primus
King case. plus previous Supreme Court
decisions in somewhat similar but not
quite so clearcut cases brought in Louisiana
and Texas, will, we think, mark the be-
ginning of the end of the political color
line in the South. The theory that the
Democratic Party, as a private organiza-
tion, can exercise free choice in extending
its membership is on the scrap heap along
with the Grandfather Law, property re-
quirements, rigged literacy tests, and all
the other ancient devices for disfranchis-
ing the Negro. '

THERE is no more gloomy a spot these
days than the haberdasher’s. The
gleaming giass cases at the front of the
shop contain a few discouraged looking
socks and a scattering of over-priced and
over-patterned neckties. The neat shelves
behind them, onte filled with shirts, shorts
~—and pajamas,-are-yawning and empty.
There is no hatn sight that would fit any
man whose cranium rates between pin-
head and doubledome. In the rear, where
the sleeves of suits and overcoafs once
flapped cheerfully in the aisle, there are
only empty coathangers and three plaid
sports jackets, size 48 short. The clerks.
once noted for their white teeth and brisk
manner, have come to resemble pallbearers.

Whatever troubles have beset the pur-
‘veyors of female raiment during these
months of textile famine, they are as
..nothing compared to the woes of the
gentleman’s clothier. He is. and has been,
caught in something very like & manu-
{acturers' strike against the OPA, and he
18, despite his helplessness, the recipient
of a disproportionate share of the blame
for it. Frustrated customers, nervously hid-
ing their worn euffs inside their shabby
sleeves, have a way of examining the
price tags on the few miscellaneous articles
still on display and muttering something
about profiteering. Few of them stop to
think that the haberdasher, who must
maintain his establishment even though
he has nothing to sell, is rapidly losing

Rews that the Government has finally

WE here take belated notice of a litile
red-covered pamphlet that has been
I ecirculation in Charlotte for several
weeks. It bears the title, - “Directory of
Soclal Resources of Charlotte and Meck-
lenburg County.” and it is the work of
the Community Council.

‘The Council, finding need for a brief,
factual survey of the various “agencies
whose primary function is to render edu-
cational. health, recreatiohal and case
work services to the Community,” under-
took 1t some months ago. The result is
exactly what the title implies—a directory
in  which all pertinent information is
conveniently arranged and displaved.

Between Alcoholics Anonymous on the
first page and the Young Women's Chris-
tian Association—Phyllis Wheatley Branch
on the last there are listed a total of
72*agencies. The old familiar. frequently
publicized names are there, and also a
. few-such as the Charlotte Police Depart-
ment—that may surprise you. For each
ency, officials are listed, office hours are
specified,. source of support is indicated,
| ita” primary function is outlined in
detail. -

directory -is- handily cross-indexed
ervices; For instance, under Blind are
m Charlotte Workshop for the Blind,

folina: Division of Vocational Re-

tion, and the Vnrief.y; Club Clinic.-

mbly accurate blueprlnt of the
by et!ort, pubuo and pri-

Political Color Liné Fades

was ‘there that & Negro. aided and ~

his own shirt. .

Yet, even though the now Inevitable
efitry of the Negro into Southern politics
means a clear break with & bloodily-de~
fénded tradition. The Atlante Journal
notes that the newspapers in the smaller
Georgia towns, where face prefudice has
always been open and unashamed, have
aceepted it calmly. Already, In a munie-
ipal election in Valdosta, 350 Negroes
have voted in a Democratic prithary in
ch only 3.000 votes were cast, but The
des County News saw the electlon
as proof
can go to the polls and vote at the same
time on the same issues without any bitter
feelings. The occasion marked & great for-
ward step for the Negroes of Valdosta, to
whom we think a large part of the credit
for ne disturbance is due”

Other small Georgia papers show the
same thouzhtful tolerance. The Clarton
Enterprisc wonders “if it would not be a
gnod ldm to allow the Negroes to vote. Per-
liaps th would insure that the whites
would take full advantage of their right to

_express their judgment. And The Tifton
Gazefte remarks that “it might be that the
real solution would be for more white vot-
ers to go to the polls. Due to the apathy of
the voters we still have.what is termed
government by the minority.”

It's early yet, but there seems to be &
healthy trend showlng through Georgla's
reaction to the coming wholesale enfren-
chisement of the Negro. The first impulse
has been to reexamine the erchaic one-
party system the South imposed upon it-
self as a defense against the Negro vote,
and seeing it now, when it can no longer
serve that basic purpose, perhaps white,
Southerners, In Georgia and elsewhere, will
at last realize how dearly they bought 680
years of political supremacy. If they do,
and if they then proceed to the establish~
ment of true party system in the region, &
stem that provides the continuing con-
flict essential to our form of government,
then they may find thet Primus King’s
bold foray into Federal court has served
the white race as well as it has his own.

Dark Days At The Haberdashery

decided to install one of its price-control
bulzes in the field of cotton textiles may
mean that relief is coming at last. There
will be higher prices coming with it, of
course—15 cents per shirt and eight cents
per pair of shorts, according to the OPA—
and there is every reason to believe that
the initial price increase Is only the first
of a series extending upward into an un-
certain future. But at least it should re-
lease that great logjam of poods in the
warehouses and get somcthing hack on
thé shelves.

And when the shirts and suits and socks
and shorts finally appear, and the cash
register at the haberdasher's resumes its
merry symphony in a stightly higher key,
there will be few who remember the dark
days of the famine, The haberdasher hag
no vast backlog of finished goods to re-
lease at a higher price and a higher
profit to make up for the months when
his overhead continued and his gross re-
ceipts dwindled away to a fraction -of
normel. He, as well as his customers, will
pay the cost of the manufacturers strike
that finally bent the price line, and his
share will, like the amount of blame he
receives for the spiraling prices in his
shop, be disproportionate.

‘We wonder sometimes if the most prom-
inent haberdasher of them all, the neat
little man who now resides iIn a large
white house on Pennsylvania Avenue in
Washington, ever stops to consider the
end-product of the series of compromises
he fondly believes is a wage-price policy.

Blueprint Of Our Social Effort

vate, and there may be some who find in
it an indication of pointless overlapping,
waste and-inefficiency.

“The Community Council’s purpose, how-
ever, was simply to compile data “for in-
formational. purposes in order that we
might achieve the greatest benefit from
established community agencies.” No at-
tempt waf made at evaluation, approval
or disapproval — that's another job for
another day and perhaps for still another
agency. At any rate the Council has suc-
ceeded admirably in what it set out to do;
its directory is well worth the considerable
effort that went into it.

Always the gent in mixed company. the
old rounder is oppused to gray bread or
the off-color toast.

And yet, if Rep. Jim Curley can be in-
carcerated for making promises he couldn't
possibly fulfill, what statesman is safe?

‘The Russ}an chum has barred Thornton
Wilder’s “"our town" from his sector of
Berlin as “too depressing.” What is de-
sired is something heady and insouctant,
like Gorki's "the upper depths.”

€éfrors filling out the “simplifiéd” tax“form.

clarl!yirxg 8 Dbrevious. remnrk

“that whites and Negroes

- 1 have great compassion for the

At 8t. Louls a collector of internal rev- =
enue says the publie-makes twice as many-

1t somehow brings to mind Hank Wallace;

Peagle’s Platform

diploma
year-old .

Ad Prest~
dent  the ben!llt of “his’ counsel.
1t

ied - that Leahy

ivate life after

good _friend

anklin - Roosevell The . other

wartime leaders are either In re-

rement or are doing specisl jobs

ar removed from the center of

power. But Leahy, who has a re-

serve and a t‘aturnlcy that lerve
ag & bartler between him and mx

Deoble, o Todsy Sy entienaned

in the Waite House.
This is & ux'!ou.l cumnx for an
Annapolis man who, until 1933, fol-
lowed the traditional Navy career.
Az the . result o! 8 fﬂenﬂlmn
which had Roosevelf
was Assistant secretary of the
Navy during World War 1, came
Leahy's assignment from President
Roosevelt In 1939 w be Governor
of Puerto Ric won  great
popular]ty duﬂng hls year in that

In 1840, Roosevelt made him
Ambassador to Vichy France, His
instructions were o make friends
with Mershal Petain.
NOT DIFFICULT

‘This proved not In the least dif-
ficult for Leahy. The dour Ad~
miral, who knows how to un-
bend when circumstances call for
it, and the gossipy old Marshal
became firm friends. Lealy spent
hours in the Marzhal's sulte in
VXchys Haul du Parc as the

rance's colla-

. wa,s delivered. The two

trerne right,  which: xmmnw
neath ' the . surface .
day. was thsn uute‘ Leahy's ex-
perience chy -may . well have
Implnnud hs: aoep suspicions - of
Communism. There is no: doubt
that he hag recently played an
importent part.in persuading the
President of the necd to :taks &
firmer stand toward the Soviets-
The new policy, first

in Secretary of State * re-

{mquent.ly faund the Pmident ex-
pressing tion over
Russian mnneuvers. Hﬁ did not

conees] from visitors 'his :resent~
menc of Saviet conduct.

The Pruident incidentally, went
over the text Winston Church-
il'a Pulton, M speech belcra it
dis-

ussed in considerable deuﬂ the
hlstory-mkaz sddress,
HOME INFLUENCE RESENTED

It is when Leahy's advice touch-
es on domestic policy that his role
15 most resented by others close

the President. In moments
when his patience snaps, Natlona!
Democratic Ch.l!rmln Robert
Hannegan has known to
blow off on the nub]ocf. of the
kind of advice the President
heede.
Current

Tumors have Hannegan
resigning. If that happens, a5 it
may, one reason Wwill be the na-
tionsl chalrman’s feeling of frus-
tration when he walks into the
resident's office and sees the lit-

@ 20 et

Builders Wave Red Flag

CHARLOTTE '

a veteran in desperate need of.a home—reading

Tue Nrws is a maddening experience. The red
flags you wave aregn the form of news releases in-
forming us that this or that company is about ta put
up & bulldlng at a cost of 40, 50 or 60,000 dollars.

What I'd like to know is—where in thunder are
these pl\lEGCmLS getting the materials to do this?
What about housing? Of what use is the GI Bill
when real estate agents and sellers would rather deal
with the man who can put up the dough—it takes
two or three weeks to gei & GI loan and an appraisal,
and so the agents and seilers are reluctant to walt
while the veteran is getting it. They work on the
assumption that & bird in the hand is worth two in
the bush—so the veteran is just out of luck.

Who said the war is over? Almost six months
ago, I left my wife and four daughters in Norfolk
- (where I was honorably discharged from the Navy)*
in search of & place to lve. Took a good job in &
town in Virginia and had to give it up after three
moxiths, because a hopeless housing situatlon.
lmmedlately thereafter, ol(ercd a job in Charlohle, I
came here in high hopes. I am now in my third
month here—still Without a home. Ina rew momhs,
ry son will be out of the Navy too—that makes us
seven.

Wil T have to quit Charlotte as I did the other
town and go back to my makeshift home In Nérfolk,
simply because the big money boys must have their

office buildings?
—SIGNATURE WITHHELD,

Between The Eyes
CHARLOTTE
‘T IS obvious that the three gentiemen, who were so
zealous in thetr attack upon Mr. Jack Holmes for
shooting at o “Peeping Tom" here Feb. 22, 1948, did
not know the facts of the case. I happen to be
Hving at 2116 Rozzell's Ferry Road where my sister
and brother-in-law llve with their iwo daughters at
whose window the “Peeping Tom” was shot.
is community has been terrorized for the past
two months by a serles of “Pecping Tom” incldents,
ahout which the pollce have-done-exactly nothing.
One lady, after having called the police two or three
times in one week, was told by them to “Just shoot
and call an ambulance and don't call us”
“Gentlemen”™
who were 50 humiliated by the incident, but I, for my
slster and her daughters, wish to express my ap-
preciation to Mr. Jack Holmes. If I ever see anyone,
whether a student at Johnson C. Smith University
or Harvard, or even someone who has to work for a
living, peeping into & window I would consider my-
self justified in putting a bullet between his gyes and
after four years in the Army I think I could do
1t 3
Police Department should be absolved of
all blame of “Sleuthing and Bloodhounding,” after the
peeper, As usual they came down and tromped
arsund for a few minutes and returned to their desks.
The peeper was only found after a few citizens in this
community had tralled him to the Johnson C. Smith

Drew Pearson’s e
Merry-Go-Round °

‘WABHINGTON

HE‘NRY WALLACE has walked scross the White House

. threshold hundreds of times, but rarely was he more
. heavyhearted than when he went in to confer with hls good

friend, . Harry Truman, regarding tbe atom bomb.

Wallace had been asked by Truman to keep an eye on
the battle of atomic energy now raging on Capltol Hiil,
and the purpose of his visit was“to tell the President the
latest and saddest news—that the Senats atomic committee
was ready to report out s bill which would turn stomic
energy over to the same milltary control which delayed fts
it atomic enmergy 18-left in.
the hands of the military, Wallace told Truman, the Army
would be In a position to take the first real steps toward

development” during the war.

Fascism this country has ever seen.

For example, the Army would be able toi (1) ﬂppblnb
th

University inflrmary, where he had been treated for a
gunshot wound, which incidentally had not been re-
ported. The police have been so inefficient in doing
anything about these incidents thai the people of this
community are thinking about abdicating from Char-
lotte and getting a police force of their own.

—H, H. CURTIS.

Small Loan Business
RALEIGE
((ERTAIN industrial losn agencies were exempied
7, from State supervision by Section ¢ 12, KB, 179,
which reads as follow

“Nothing In. this Act shell be construed to apply
to any person, firm or corporation engaged solely in
the business of making Joans of fifty dollars (850,00
or more secured by motor vehlc

Tnece ato 63 of thete agencies that have regis-
tered with the State Banking Commission and have
tiled Certificates of Exemption. It is generally known
thet the charges by a great many of these agencles
are in excess of legal rate,

We feel that Sectlon ¢ 1/2 should be repealed
and all of them should Le placed under supervision.
There is 1o real reason for thelr exempuon

—GURNEY P. HOO
COMMISSIONER m? BANKS.

To Legalize Sin?
CHERAW. S. C.
J HAVE been reading Burke Davis and the People’s
Platform—can’t make scnse aut of either. Will you
please answer & few quesiions for me?
How can we make stares to sell anything legal
that CGod has condemned. Before vou answer ithig

one please read 6th chapter of I Timothy,
verse tells us the "love of money is the root of all
evil"

All right, we are going to make what God has

. Make better schools, roads, etc.
Let the Devil have the responsibility of raising and
cducating our children.

e 1f you can fifid the answer in your own heart.
Don't come to South Carolina for this answer. No,
I'm not & holler than thou, just n poor Baptist that
can't see what a man gets-if he gains the whole world
and loses his own soul.

—MRS. LULA RIVERS,
(NOTE: As dlrected, we read I Timothy. But
we didn't stop soon enough, for we got dawn to
Verse 23 and found: “Drink no longer water, but use
s little wine for thy stomach's sake."—Eds, Tuz
Nzws),

. A

The People’s Platform is available to any reader
who cares to mount it, Communications should be
less than 300 words. typewritten if possible, and
on only one side of the puper. Libel and obscenity
will be deleted - otherwise anything goes. Each
letter must be signed, although, in exceptional
cases and upon request, we_ will withhold the
writer's name.—Editors, Tee News,

Truman Opposes ‘Brass’

when the atom bill gets into secret Senate-House conference
he Wﬂ! make sure that his own MagsJohnson' bill is substi-
d for any non:military measure-that: Senator McMahon

0( connectlcub is able to

who did the real work on:the
turned .syound and appears resdy

doggling project
that it could blow up- the ‘world.

“sclentists, ‘was . asked :the . other -day hcw
Groves contributed . {o -the atom bol

military

e
atomic energy! (27 put’ such blanket restrictions-on wm
munication between scientists’ that atomlc :research. would
(3) give the military the :rightito fire ;any
sclentist from public or private. employment; () give the
military full authority to make:its. own laws:for pecple
Wworking on atomic energy “over and:-above .the esplonage

be halted;

“He' didn't retare

“Voted Against \relersns

& & fanions a5 the: label “Made: by- Union

Bct™; (5) set dp criminal penalties for discussion of:atomic When “ these initlals’ are ‘used lmmcdi-my
information umx:mg sclentists over and:above.those p3 lb- cnng'rem-nmu name; it wm indica! hc

ed by Congress; and (6) permit pr of - fis- rans.

sionsble material . (the material . trom  which - atomic. bombs Congressmen, u!ready senslﬁve al

are made)

‘Wallace polnu:d out that it was :bsurd to give such

powers to the military in times of pe:

“We wouldn't . give ‘them: control n( a.ll gusal{ne or c%ﬂll‘

slek about last s
the vote 6n subsld

tlons,:are ‘worried
veterans, éspecially
permitted :low=cos!
_could-afford;

even though they' too: are used for
we?” the Secretary of commerce urgund.

Truman Opposes Mil itary.

)RESXDENT ‘I‘RUMAN Ally nx:;ed.

orY
I ea.ch Congressman: had been f
cotnted, it would ‘have been olm
“stead a: “teller” vote was take:

men; me:r!:ly wa]ke swittly d

energy.

Fow fas ihe resident will get “with

House committees, naycr, 1§ pmblemlucnl
mmittee on'atomic energy 10

o Onpttol AL “Whilé on the Hduu side, Chalrman’

Mly of :the umury A!fml Committee Tivi

i
the ‘most, reactionaty
an André

~ ployees.

write.

‘What-has happened -in the” Senaté hearings Is interests
ing. The Senate comuhitiee hﬂs llstened to the scientists = son,
b—but then haa

re - them.
< the.committee is giving more weight ba oun Lestie Groves,
who .at first considered the atom “bomb' a:New Deal.boon-

‘When - Professor - Harald : Urey, ‘one ‘of - {he: chief ltom
much: General .

Tepli
it more: than eishmm month:

Vetérans. aré consideting a new symbol which mny be:
cam 1 “Labor”
will probably take: the form-of the: initlals “VAV."

homtlonlat Government came and
went. .
In fact, the Admiral grew so
attached to Petain thet, after
he returned to this cos

1842 to become the Presldent’s per-
sonal chief of staff, he refused
to belleve any evil of the old
Marshal. Even later, when the
story of Petain's foolsh and schn-
dalous behavior as Ambassador to
Spaln  became known, Admiral
Leahy continued to believe that
Petain had meant the best for
France.

Petain, convicted of treason, to-

Bertram Benedict

tle Elmlz on WROm the President

ln thelr own speclal fleids, some
of these advisers have great
knowlecge and capacity, Leshy,
for example, knows as much sbout
the conduct of the war on the
very top level as sny living Amer-
ican. He was present at all the
important conferences.

But these advisers are not uni-
verssl experts. When they Step
outside .their specialized flelds,
they are capable of bungling.
‘That is something the President
has still to learn.

Labor’s Royalties

W/HBN the wage scgle commitiee

of the United Mine Workers
sits down with the bltuminous op-
erators' committes to negotlals a
new contract, one of the miners’
demands will call for the compan-
les to pay into the union treasury
a rovalty of 10 cents on each ton
of coal mined. With production
running at the rate of 600 milllon
tons & year, such a royalty would
yield about $80 million inually.

The royalty demanded the
United Mine Workers Wtﬁﬂd be
used “to provide for its members
modern medical -and surgical ser-
vice, hospitalization,  insurance,
rehabilitatlon, and economic pro-
faction.” At least this was the ex-
planation when a similar. demand
was presented to the Bituminous
Operators' Negotlating Committes
in March of last year. When re=
Jecting the demand. the operators
said it represented a ‘new social
theory and philosophy, the effect
of which would extend to every
industry in America.”
KAISER GOES PART WAY

The General Motors Corp.
about the same thing when the
United Automobile Workers de-
manded wage rates based on the
company's “ability to pay.”" How-
ever, the new Kalser-Frazier Corp.
went part of the way toward ac-
ceptance of that principle by
agreelng to pay a rovalty of $5
on each car produced In its piants
and. & proportionate amount for
each farm machine. The royalty,
in this instence, will be pald into
@ trust fund set up jointly by the
union end the company. At the
end of each yesr the fund ts to
be -distributed. among the em-

sald

NG, !:-rthmm Ten
;- Goi; - Hare. S,
S May,

‘Manasco,” Als.:

The royalty paid by makers of
phonograph records to James C.
Peurilio’s American Federation of
Musicians goes inte s fund con-
trolles solely by tha union. Petrilio
says the fund is used to aid mu-
siciens  whose  opportunities  for
employment are—Testricied-by the.

substitutlon of recordings for “live”
music. The “aAnti-Petrillo BUi" re-
cently passed by the House (Feb

21 would make it unlawful 1o
compel payment of royalties—by
the use of force, intimidation or
threats—for the privilege of pre-
paring. selltng or using recordings
or transcriptions.

BORROWING DENIED

John L. Lewis denies that he
Borrowed the rtoyalty idea from
Peteillo. He points for precedent 0
& proposal 30 years ago by the
head of the Pennsylvania Depart-
ment of Mines that a tax of 2 1.2
cents & ton be levied on the com-

panies to provide for care of work-"

ers injured in the mines.
BAILEY'S BILL

Bills offersd in the Senate by
Bailey (D. N. Co and in the
House by Miller «R.. Neb)y would
forbid an employer to pay royal-
ties to a trade union or for a
trade union to receive them. The
Strike Control bill recently passed
by the House (Pel es not
forbid labar royalties, but Senator
Bailey has announced that he wiil
‘offer his anti-royalty bill as an
amehdment to any labor disputes
leglslation reaching the Senate
floor. In Batley's opinion: “The
great complaint in ancient times
was that the Government farmed
out the taxes. We are now in the
samp process af farming out taxes
to-the big labor leaders

Control Of Atom

Here are the Democrats who In the uture will be labelied

“VAVH" [vnbed against- veterans' housing): in" this
E \1 N..C.; Brown, Ga.;
.+ Doy

Ky

Although ln charge -of the atom’ project it was months
before Groves: did anything :more than: snicker. at:the-idea

Railroad Strike

“nnuonA :

it
eek's vote. on ousing

T
Russell; ’n*x' Smughtv

Md.
Tex.: Tarver, Ga. ~ Vinson, Ga.;
ton;: Miss;

DESPI’I‘E all the {hrel«tmln
that ﬂmre will ‘be #

Mo
hitt

s important.
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