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120 DIE IN ATLANTA

100 Injured As Flames
Sweep Winecoff Hotel

ATLANTA—(AP)—A mysterious pre-dawn fire which started
in the upper floors today turned the fifteen-story Winecoff Hotel
in downtown Atlanta into a roaring inferno killing at least 120
persons and injuring another 100.

Several hours after the fire was brought under control at 7 A.

M., firemen said they believed all bodies had been removed from/to
the 194-room building located on Atlan
in the heart of the theater district.
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ta’s famed Peachtiree Street

There were indications the death toll among the 285 guests
might mount with a complete check of the emergency mortuaries

established in various parts of the city.

worst in a hotel disaster in the nation’s history.

the_guests leaped to their’
structure, Others were burned fatally or
the building showed many rooms
others were charred. Firemen e
have been saved had guests remai
The walls and floors of the building stood, but much of the

ned in these untouched

the toll was the

untouched by the flames, but
xpressed belief many lives would

rooms.
wood-

work and doors was charred. Some partitions were destroyed. The
building had recently been painted on the inside, and firemen ex-
pressed belief this might have aided the rapid spread of the

flames.

Most of the guests were trapped above the third floor where

was constructed in 1913. It had no outside

the fire was believed to have started about 3:15 A. M. The brick
and concrete building
fire It was cl d as fire resistant.

W. H. Rogers, a fireman,
per floor. The rooms in which

told of finding 16 bodies on one up-

by the flames, and all apparently had died of suffocation.

In one room were
the bodies of five
young girls, in anoth-
er a woman and three
children,

With the flames un-
der control, firemen
kept up a steady pro-
cession bringing the
dead and injured
from the building.

MANY LEAP TO DEATH

Police Chief M. A. Hornsby sald
*at least 25 or 30 persons were kill-
ed by leaping from windows"

ap-
parently to her death in a dark
slley below.

HAND BADLY BURNED

Rowan, the night clerk
Bes 1M PERISH on page 6-A
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Wailing People
Hurtle To Death

By CHICK HOSCH

ATLANTA — $aw four women leap to their deaths from
the burning Winecoff Hotel fn chill I: E
I reached the scene of

; A oo and
lazes dosens of guests could be seen cling-
Ing to the ledges or leaning from windows,
FRAGILE LIFE LINES

Ropes made of sheets and other bed covers hung down the
sides of the bullding. These fraglle life lines o safety were butfeted
by the winds and streams of water.

T crossed to the hotel entrance, barely

reaching the doorway
when A woman's body hurtled through the marquee and landed

in the street at my feet. One body could be seen draped grotesque!
over the ledge of a balcony which ey 4

t that point and as
broken body, another would
A moanful, plercing wail traced the descent. n|§

23 firemen could cleas
hose who.furuped, ncHing Sff Mg e cors of & she
who jumped, ta the scream of &

disappearing Into the distance.

mndﬂmmum«pmamm It left you sickened

weary. 2
One fireman after another stumbled blindly from the bullding,
ome by Some the bulahtes

Aml
posts shuttled

they were found were undamaged|,’
. to

Fire _Worse
Than War,
General Says

Tells About
Being Trapped

ATLANTA — (AP)— Maj.
Gen. P. W. Baade of Washing-
m, D. C., spent ten months
on active duty with the
famed 35th Division, but
said today that the Winecoff
Hotel fire here was “wo:
than anything over there,”

“At least you felt you had =
chance In dodging bullets, but you're
Just helpless w) youTe trapped
in & botel room
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Aheir reom. He said he stretched
bed sheets from his reem to
that of Mr. and Mrs J. B
Phillips, of Lithonls, Ga. ever

stacking the mattresses against
the door and keeping them well
soaked with water from the bath-
room.

Mrs. W. Y. Johnson. of Bufsula.
Als, on the ninth floo she

One of the most dramatic escaped|-24n B,

Casuallz List

Dead And Injured
In Atlanta Fire

The Dead The Injured
ATLANTA—(P—A partial list of| ATLANTA — (P — The Grady
the ident.fied dead in the Winecoff |Hospital list of injured in the
Hotel fire, follows: Winecoff Hotel fire:

Lt. Cmdr. E. A. Consett, Norfolk,
Va.

W. F. Winecoff, bullder of the
hotel, Atjanta.

Mr, and Mrs. Will D. Dickerson,
Jonesboro, Ga., and their two chil-
:m. Bil, 7, and Mary Melinda,

Mrs., W. E. Tribble, LaGrange,
Ga.

Mrs. John L. Harris Sr. Cotum-
bus, Ga.

Meyer,

Tenn,, fracture of ankle,
tractured right wrist, head infuries

Basil Wolf, Toromto, Canada,
sprained ankle. .

Josephine Deliah  Chambers,

Murphy, N. C, shock.
Josephine Hagan, Atlanta, over-
come by smoke.

J. R. Moody, Arlington, Ga.

Joseph Goodson and four-year-
old boy of Clay City, Il

William Jones, Oak Ridge. Tenn.

Pa. mgﬁuwmmy Greene, Atlanta,
Ed L. Pettijohn, Mountain

ok, £ Fred Jidl Bowen, Atlants, mash-
'Harry Wi Sorrells, Asheville, N. C.

e hands.
Frances Helen Rasmussen, Wine-

- |colt Hotel, shock.

Pred 8. Smith, 13; Fitsgerald, Ga. |, Bobble Cox, Murphy, N. C. age

Mary Smith, 3. Pitagerald, Ga. | Bree. .

Jobm Williams, Cordele. O. 4 ; .

Baker, 75 Vermont Ave. Patsy Griffin, Bainbridge, Ga.

Willie Fort Robinson, Memphis,

A. J. Burns, New York City. Tenn.
M. Theo Constancy, ta. Samuel Duncan, Athens. Ga.
R. V. (Billy) Cox, no address. N. J. Chatam, no sddrers avail-
Eloise Malson, Atlantas, Ga. able.
W. L. Rochelle, Marletts Ga. Preda Greene, Hal . Miss.
J.'B. Cherry, no address. Dr. Gordon Glenn, Winecof!
C. H. Truen, Columbus, Ga. Hotel, Atlants.
Matine Willis, Bainbridge, Mrs. Ladye Lipsheitz, Savannah,
Mr snd Mra. Peter & Kooz &-/Ga.

Thomson, Ga. James B. Phillips, Lithonls, Ga.,
Bill Bryson. Asheville, R4 C. and his wife, Dorothy.
Christine A. Henaerson, a Dorothy Moen, Columbus

un Duncan, Athens, Ga.
E. O. . Asheville, 3 Eva Myers, .
Eric_Hayworth Elliott, Okishoma McCumber, Atianta.

City, Okla. Mrs Reta Jane Wallace, College
Matsey Dekle, Tampa, Fla. Tk, Gi by smoke.
ise Buck, New York City. Gladys Mitchell, Maryville,
Maxine Wilits, Bainbridge. Ga. | Annge by, Columbus,

W. M. Clarence, no n,
B. Fberiff, Atlanta. Ida Kassell, Savannah, Ga,
umbus,

Lewis McDonsld. no ad-| Ruth Harris, Col Ga.

dress. Rose Harvey, Tuscaloosa, Ala.
oSNt Dewitt Lane Morrison, 50| Jane  Walisce, Holly — Springs,
idress. 3

Phillip D. Davis, no address. ‘Willie Hope Latham, 1o address.
€. O. Sisk, Ashi N. Alvin J. Millvan, no address.
oMrs Alice Ann Gubert, Portiand,

Cipt. A. L. Pain, Atlanta Pire
.

J. W. Henry, Jefferson City, Tenn
Mrs. J. Reld Horne, Cordel, Ga.

3 , N. C.
Lou Broome, (girl), no address.
‘Walter W, Beck, Jacksonville,
Fla. (Ol equipment dealer).
Charles Keith, no address.
Miss Sarah M. Aldridge, no ad-

Dr. Carl E Rasmussen, Des| J. Reid Horne, same
Motnes, Lowa (attached to Veterans| Ray Dickerson.
Hosptial 48.5Atlanta). Evelyn Duberry. Atlanta.
Pai L. R. Duke, A

ul Lain, Birmingham, Ala.
Dr. Bilie Crawford Cox, Petrie

Mrs. Sarah Miller, Gordon, Ga,
George Willlam Walden, Rome,
Ga.

Mra. Hamil, Ga.
————— Jm‘r nn;.:m‘ Ga.
W. T. Atlants.
WEATHER Ima Dell Ingram. Rockford, IIL
Miss Johnson, Atlanta.
F. J. Jones, Atlanta.
Mrs. T. Ledbetier. Decatur.

Henry Lemons, Atlanta.

W. E. Lipscute, Winecoff Hotel.
Edith McCumber, ;
John M. McCauley, Chester, 8. C.

See ESCAPE on page 6-A

See THE INJURED on page §-A

No Word From James R. Little

James R. Little, son of Mr. and
Mrs. George Little o(hllhl:

Fate Of Charlottean Registered
At Winecoff Hotel Is Unknown

Little or his automobile, but it is| and it's a shame that he had o
Wwas registered at

known that he o threugh all of thal ie come
the Winecoff Hotel. back o this.” ‘
His brother, George B. Little Jr.| Young Little was & leutenant,

ne siore in At~ [stationed aboard a destroyer, and

e served for two years in the Pa-
cific Theater, He entered the serv-
ice tmmediately after he was grad-
uated from Georgla Tech, ha

received his ith
his diploma. Young Little attended
the Unh of North Carolina
before he entered Tech. .

talked with his parents, but has
[had no further information to give
them.

The father sald leday, whem
coniscled here. thai he and
Mrs. Little had hopes that he
would be found seon. “Every

poat-

may be In sne of with the Firestone Rubber Co.

the Tt wia for this reason that he wag
“He Is just out of (be Navy, in Atianta, :

Lewis Orders ‘
Men Back To
Work At Once

Miners Ordered To Work
Until Next March 31

WASHINGTON—(AP) — The soft coal
strike was called off today. :

- In a letter to members of the United
Mine Workers John L. Lewis said he was or-
dering the miners back to work at least un-

bryl'!the hysteria and frenzy of an M
crisis.” s
The miners’ boss fold reporfers i
called :en";?nfm at UMW headquariers 1
“in addition, public necessity requires the guanlitative =
production of coal during such . o
. Lewis ordered the miners back to work immedls
ately. F

diate review of and the miners’ contempt case,

Lewis’
involving $3,510,000 in fines levied by Federal Dis-
triet Court. o

And in the White House, President Truman was |

§

promised to discuss the
Lewis and the union were found guilly
tempt of court last Tuesday for mot heading off
crippling strike now in its 17th day. The union
fined $3,500,000 and Lewis himself $10,000.
Lewis' announcement climaxed an epic series
legal strokes and counter-sirokes thai -whirled
almost unprecedented speed into the Supreme
Lewis said the union stood willing to negotiate
working with the T, u.:rnli the
private coal operators along tever court
may decide in its decisions in the present m,‘
workers which he read to ers. He remarked be~
forehand that the decision {0 end the sirike had beem
own.

his

He said the same terms and conditions that pre-
vailed on Nov. 20, the date that he ended his contraet
with the Government, will again prevail.

Lewis, apparently in a pleasant mood, read the
letier slowly to reporters. " g 2
ould read it'lt-‘

Before he started he said he w
self so that the newsmen might be assured “that 'tis
mine own, made on this day, and in good faith.”
“Questions as to motive,” Lewis remarked, “will
be pure speculation.” '
“Some philosopher has said anyhow that the par-
suit of motives is the most elusive in the world™

The i i yesters
day to by-pass th&mdmhl:&.n;ﬁ:
mal ruling in the contempt case. %

Lewis’s letter said that the Supreme Court's pows
ers are derived from the Constitution and the c

is “the of
can liberties and the right- wl-nhd%_-m b

ful privileges of individual oy e
citizens,”
“It may be p: that
the verdict of court,
'when rendered, will affect

the life of every citizen,” he
intoned.

The issues befare the court,
he added, are “fateful for
our blic.”

Lewis and his lawyers had credit




