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'OUTHERN traditionalists, and even some
graduslists would, we suppose, have

" branded ss radical the sweeping resolu-

tions on racial relations that emerged from

the North Carolina Baptist Convention In

‘Asheville on. the princi-

ples u! forth (and adopted unanimously)

swere far-reaching; they stand, or stood, as
the most uncompromising statement on

racial equality yet to be adopted by a

minjor religious group in the South.

In at least two Instances the Baptists
rushed In where politicians, if not angels,
fear to tread. They gave full and unequivo-

= cal support to Federal a: legis-

The Bapﬁsts And The Races '

wvention, there will be an occasional Negro
In-the pews.” To The Winston-Salem Jour-
nal it “certainly cannot mean a merger of
white and Negro Baptist churches,” but
“merely constitutes . . . a strong invitation
to.closer unity among all Christlans re-
gardless of racé, and & coming together in
community Christian meetings to promote
the common good."

Rescission of the final sentence makes
it clear that the Convention was not pre-
pared to acgept the broader interprétation,
which made of their words a declaration
that the mrr'w maluanu doctrines of
white sup with the

lation. And they further called for “equal
" wages and equal treatment for Negro em-
ployees. and the passage of such legisia-
tion, both state and national, as would
assure fair treatment™ This, understand-
ably, was interpreted as an endorsement of
the Federal Fair Employment Practices Act,
which Southern Congressmen. and South-
ern businessrhen, have fought with every
weapon &t their command, up to and in-
cluding the filibuster.

‘The anti-lynching provision was allowed
to stand when the Baptists were beset by
second thoughts yesterday. But the eco-
nomic section was watered down to remove
any suspicion of support for FEPC, and
‘an’even more controversial section on re-
liglous equality was rescinded. As originally
adopted, It read:

“If there is an equality of all men by
virtue of their relationship to an impartal

to the same
tenels of falth because of color
to or b a

~Thére was Immediate disagreement over
what, exactly, the Baptist messengers in-
tended. Wo The High Point Enterprise this
resolution meant that “In churches which

follow the recommendations of the Con-

teachings of ChrlsL They believe still that
. men of all races should worship the same
God, but that it Is better If they do so
separately.

In any event no Baptist Congregation is
bound by the actions of the Convention.
The ‘messengers, In one of their-own favor-
ite’ phrases_can only -“state the sense of
the membership,” for theits is not a gov=
erning body. Perhaps their second inter-,
pretation of the “sense” of North Carolina
Baptists” s more exact than the first.

Certainly it was not the original Inten=
tion of the Conventlon to precipitate a
revolution in raclal relations in North Caro-
lina, and there must have been many
among the messengers who feared (wrongly,
we think) that so broad and uncompromis-
ing a statement of principle might accom-
plish_just that. And, although it has lost
much by their hasty retreat from high
ground, the remalnirg sections of the reso-
lution go a long way toward opening the
way for militant Baptist liberalism, not
only in North Carolina, but in all the
Bouth,

Even if they shied awkwardly away from
what seemed to them a revolutionary
position, it must be recognized tWat the
Baptist messengers still gave new and im=
portant impetus to the evolutionary process
that has brought about marked improve-
ment In race relations over the years. And
that, of course, is 8 major accomplishment
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Problems Of Planning

Editors, Tax Nrws:
JFROM time to time. over the past. several months, T

have noticed a number of articles appearing in
‘THE Nrws dealing with various phases of city plan-
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(NOTE: According to State Highway Department
SxyerE moe than 85 per cent of all m!lu: originates
stops sam:-hem ln the downtown uunm dis-

Don’t F. orget Number Two

County Commissioners' formal pro-
posal for a joint City-County survey of
merger possibilities s on the Council
sgenda for Tuesday. It is, unhappily, in
number two spot, just behind further, and
perhaps final consideration, of the cross-
town boulevard. We say unhappily, because
there is reason to wonder if the Fathers -
will have much energy left after they have
another fling at getting their hottest potato
‘off their hands,

“There i3, however, every reason to be-.
lieve that the County proposal will be ac-
cepted without arousing the fre of any
Councilman or Interested citizen. Mayor
Baxter has already endorsed consolidation
'm principle,” and no Councilman has thus

opposition. The survey pro-
mM&CommMnnhnneumq

Another Voice : :
Idle Dreamer

ATRONAGE is what the Republican
Party will control when it organizes
Congress in January. That means fjobs,-
must of ln in the Capital where Democra-
e | have sat for 14 long and

first step In obtaining adequate and ac-
curate Information concerning the over~
lapping of local agencles.

As a matter of fact, the survey question
should be a falrly restful issue, for a

* change. Nobody objects to surveys, so long

as they don't cost much money. It is when
the recommendations of the experts are
translated into action that the inevitable
opposition to change of any sort takes
shape and form.

Any positive action on City-County con-
solldation s months, and perhaps- years
away. But this is the time to begin the
lengthy process that should lead eventually
to greater munlcipal efficlency. We hape
the Councll will have wind enough left
Tuesday night to give the County Commis-
sioners’ proposal a hearty “aye.”

Of The GOP

could rest secure in their jobs. There would
be no displaced persons of ‘the usual num-
ber and unemployment would be reduced
by 50 per cent.

But, alas, this generous proposition is
merely a dream. Mr. Flanders, of Vermont
manufacturer who has won from Philoso-
Eh" John Dewey, no less, the encomium of
“the most enlightened industrialist” has
been in and out of Washington a good deal
but he has not learned its political facts
of life. When the voters are In, it Is time
to turn the rascals out. And every incom-
ing Congressman and Senator of the ma-
Jorlty party has deserving friends, cousins
and egnm:‘\::nh who are not rascals—at
Jeast for next two years. — Asheville
Citizen.

Removed from mmamgﬂ.lm
the ineffable Rudy Hess suddenly regalins
his memory.-And then what has he got?

without asking dues-|

izens

only come® o naught—biit cause trict,
irreconcilable dlmne to future generations.

—FVT. ARTHUR J. REED.

(NOTE: Charlotte has an able Flanning Board,
equipped with expert consultants. The two present
issues—the crosstown boulevard and soning—are the
sestit of years of hard Work and cohrent planning,
Both have been fully publicised, mape have beea
printed In the newspapers, publle hearizige have been
held, opinions of interest izations have been
sought. Both projects IIL lnlo the long-range master
plan of the Planning Bonrd. D shorl, every condi-
ton set forth by Pyt hae been met. The tur-
moll Pvt. Resd Beacs from iye 15 the murural resuh
of any plan for making pajor changes in a city that
hus Srown, so far, wiheit plan body's
inevitably, ‘are stepped o
corrected.” And when Tian's toes hurt be 18t tme
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?];it;_cl::?{'::::; :John L. Once Paid Owner To Close Mine

(Ed. Nole—Today Drew Pearson gives .um.f of his
penetrating columns on the little-known background of
John L. Lewis).

‘WASHINGTON

NE of the amazing things about John L. Lewis is the coal

miners' current loyalty despite Lewls's tyrannical rule

and despite the fact that he has waged bitter, relentless war
l,.l!nur. mine, groups Which dared quﬁlllm his authority,

was his ouster of John L. Lawson, hero of the

cularma miners, as described in an earlier column. More

I'Ecant and much bl

r Mine Workers bureaucrats have
complete col thu tinlon’s tremendous bankroll. They
can buy office bu\.ldlnll in We m, contribute $500,000

al campalgn, put members of the Lewl.l family
on the pay roll, or pay a mine owner to close his mine, all
paying miners what they think about it.
All semblance of democracy inside the United Mine Workers
long ago was thrown overt

's Rawest Deal
who,_know Lewls consider his'use of union dues to
.mm.merwum down as about the rawest

ulu.lmuul when the Treasury Department con-
probe of John L. Lewis llld. almost.

until N¢ bﬂ'll!g'
mmm,mmmm rator, Carl Eishotf,
mwmamu:e:ﬁnum

vard is
to relleve conxuuvn w{mln the city, only incidentally
to provide a quicker and easer
Therefore it must cut across the
ict to accomplish its main wrpme_m
relieve the congestion on the few
leading from the various rr.lldemlll sections to the
downtown area—Fds., THE New.

The People’s Platform {s available to any
reader who cares to mount it. Communications
should be ltl.l ﬂmn 300 want.r

io sible, and only one
ibel amz azm-enuy mm be daleicd—a
aﬂwmnn goes. tter mi

ouyh in exceptional cases an upan request,

when past mistakes ars we 1will withhold the writer's name—& ttors,  half
THE NEWS,

cans are & war party, as the Com-
munists sometimes like to say; it s
ot nearly 20 simple as that
If the Republicans were a war
party, they would be in favor of
peace-time conscription, perpetual
mc)ulauan etc., but they are not;
to'n good Republican these things
represent too much Interference
with ptivate life, and also an un=
balanced budget. Conservative for-
eign polley Is thus a planless and
possibly explosive mixture of con-
tradictory elements, & real desire
far the national comfort and frus
ties of peace, plus a baslc ina-
hult; to live with the strange other
of the world. Whatever the
Tesult, it 1s not likely o be & dl-

designed
Toule for through

'W NAITOW streets now

ide of the paper.
herwise
'ut be signed, al-

ermment tries to keep up o they
news, and scrambles hopelessly afte}
er the n
BMALL COMFOR'
"The ambition Tof qulet life 1s af
wmhy one. but it s not likely La
ized in 1946, or in
not ruuy a"victory for tnnqulmr
to have replaced a condition
which only Congress could make
to a condition in which]
almost anybody can make one. And]

same boat with the rest of us, lnl
Just as apprehensive when morning]
comes and It is time to pick up the|
day's first newspaper,

The reason Lewis wanted to closc Mine B was to throw
his hated rivals, the Pmmulva Miners, out of work. Around
500 miners had been employed by Elshoff and when the
National Labor Relations num held an clection, the voie
Was 404 to 25 against Joining Lewis's w

Following this overwhelming defeat, Lewls got Mine B

e Progressive Miners found themselves out

at was their reward for voting sgainst him.

‘The amazing fact that Lewis paid out more than a quarter
of a million dollars of mine-workers' dues to close down &

came

tors moted the

ncome

himself by chalking b up s "% “ioan

Freasury, nnwmr did not view it tn this light and

wis abeatt Vo B T prosecution when advisers

warned that this would only make Lewis 8 mariyr and that

& jury probably would not convict. In the end, plans for
prosecution were dropped.

How Lewis Won Supremacy
Tms is nnly one page In one of the bitckest chapters of
Lewis warfare, with John L. virtually telling the
ustice. Depln..mlnl what to do. Scene of the battle was the
mmnu conl flelds, right In 's own . Perhaps it
pride wnich made him determine to come. out
close to his home at Epringfleld

f Labor
m‘:‘g r; the United Mine Workers. Illinols miners had
restless under Lewis's high-handed msmm.
he removed all District 132 officials without even

guard.

Desplte this, the duly elected District officlals refused h
step down. A bitter 6(«!’“‘“: followed, with the courts finally]
ruling tnat Lewis right to Infertere in une atfaim of
Distrct 12, Fumiye 1 100 Lewis & new cone|
Truet it the, Thinsi coul perators,  In those dava, hows]
ever, miners did not accept Lewis's dictation without qnq-
tion. They voted on their contracts. And, In this c
they voted Lewis and his new contract down. )

Lewis then ordered another ballot, and this time & set
of ballots, stored all night at the Ridgely Farmers Stata
Bank were taken out by two Lewls henchmen and ﬂut.rvyed.
The henchmen alibled that they had been robbed.
Lewis In Cahoots With Operators :
TJHOUGH all evidence pointed to the fact that this second

vote also was against the new contract, Lewls, Iater thad
d declared an emergency and signéd the contract on)
behalf of the miners, He then ordered the men back tof
work.

‘This was on Aug. 10, 1932. From that date until 1937,

he Progressi
Mi : prolonged battle L'hlt 21 of
.nu.u-l.u miners were kllINE

ve Miners retallated
but u'u had me advantage.
a million doll

as best they could
He had just contributed

nce agalnst Lewls's miner rhlll !0
conspiracy to interefers with interstate commerce and
U. 8. mails.

The FBI agent was followed by a

him, Lewis had won an important victory,



