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u-u no one

A Question With I mplu:atmns

the e and one man can't be gullty

of those Hearst umpdml in the

| ‘eourse of whith we would topyoff the edi-

torlal page every day with the burning
question:. WHAT HAS HAPPENED TO
CARL VANN? It is. nevertheless, an ex-.
cellent question with rather far-reaching
fmplications, as Pete McKnight points out
in a cogent recapitulation of the. butter
n_eggs case reprinted elsewhere in THE
Nrws today.

Prior to the Recorder'’s Court trial of
Messrs. Smith and Ferguson, alleged king-
pins of the local lottery racket, we had
some disparaging remarks for the great
roundup ‘of numbers peddlers. Later, when
stiff sentences followed their convictlon,
we quite cheerfully ate our words. Now
we feel the first faint symptoms of regurgi-
ftation.

As of this writing, the odds are long that
the trial will turn out to be only another
®f those spectacular but meaningless legal
skirmishes that stud the history of the
lottery racket in Charlotte. The case is
on apped! to Superior Court, and in the
absence of key witness Carl Vann, who
disappeared immediately after the Re-
corder’s Court hearing. the State's chances
of sustaining the lower court conviction
are thin indeed. There is even a possibility
that Bolicitor Whitener won't take the
ease Into court in the absence of Vann,
since the only other competent witness
available can testify agalnst only one of

of a conspiracy. If this happens the case
will doubtless languish and die In the
files of the Clerk of Court.

Although there is no proof that any

official, City or Staté,“1s goilty of any=
thing worse than excessive buck passing,
Mr. McKnight has discovered disturbing
evidence of lack of co-operation among
the various agencles concerned. The lottery
racket s primarily a matter of local con-
cern, and has flourished here for many
years. But It Is apparent that the City
Pollce contributed little, if anything, to
Solicitor Blankenship's case. In the end
the overworked State Bureau of Investl-
gation dug up the damaging testimony
presented in Recorder's Court. The lack
of co-operation between Chief of Police
Littlejohn and Solicitor Blankenship, in-
deed, has attalned the proportions of an
open feud,

There fs not. as yet, any real justifica-
tion for name-calling and finger-pointing,
or perhaps even for any high degree of
publie disgust. But if this case, the first
concerted attack on the lottery racket in
many years. gets lost somewhere In
passage from one court to another &
variety of deep. dark suspicions will be
justified. if mot confirmed. They will lead
most citizens, we suspect, to the conclu=
sion that sonfething a great deal more
serlous than a combination of petty poll-
tics and creaking court machinery is In-
volved.

A Porterhouse On Every Plate

rrnx number of official and semi-official
opinions on the meat shortage is most
- impressive, and 1f & man looks long enough
" he can sometimes even find two that agree.
But, by and large, they all add up to the
same dismal prophecy—no meat this side
of ‘December.

The reasons advanced for this shortage
are truly wonderful. There is apparently
8 body of Democratic opinion, spearheaded
, by Chester Bowles, which holds that the
m is the product of a deliberate
euup!nny on the part of Republican cat-
flemen to embarrass- the Administration
on the eve of the cmmmonn elections.
This invokes & picture of a group of out-
riders pounding across the plains, halting
the great Fall cattle drive with the battle
ery, “Turn them cattle back to pasture

~men, and-wel-turn-the rascals out.”

The Republicans have a little beauty of
their own. The Democratic bureaucrats,
who appear to be aly schemers and starry-

eyed dreamers at the same time, are deny-
M the honest cattlemen a fair price of,
say, two dollars a pound, for their meat
In order to woo the Communistic CIO. Ac-
eording to Republican Chairman Reece this
diabolical plot agalnst free enterprise is
somehow tied in with Henry Wallace's
slaughter of the little pigs in 1934.
Mr. Truman, who might be presumed to

The Meatball Was A

ALL  probability Benny Gamson,
known to & wide circle of

be above this sort of quibbling, has dis-
played his usual Ineptitude. Various mem-
bers of his Admlinistration have Issued
conflicting statements, most of which the
President has endorsed, rarfglng from a
promise to remove meat ceilings to a
promise to keep them on. At last accounts
the President was instructing a press con-
ference in the difference between a fa-
mine and a shortage, explaining that this
Is the basis of the apparent discrepancies
in the various Administration pronounce-
ments.

Jim Berryman of The Washington Star
turned up the other day with a cartoon
deplcting a huddle of Republican leaders
mapping campalgn strategy. The famous
old Hoover slogan, “Two Chickens In Ev-
ery Pot” had been crossed out and re-
placed—with-*A- Porterhouse — On—Every
Plate.” This, we would say, is an apt sum-
wmary. The meat issue is plunged deep into
partisan politics, and the bewlldered av-
erage citizen Is no more likely to obtaln a
clear understanding of the shortage than
he is to purchase a pork chop.

We might as well make up our minds
that we are a race of vegetarians until
after the November elections. There should
be plenty of meat then — and, you can
bet your bottom dollar, plenty of prices
to go with it.

Harbinger

to police that he hlmseu had bten fired

and the police of fourteen states as The
Meatball, could not have been classed as
& useful citizen. In death, however, The
‘Meatball was cast in a new role, and the
manner of his passing in Hollywood this
week should bring cheer to millions. The
Meatball, without question, was a har-
binger of that normaley for which we all
thirst.

! Consider the warm and familiar pre-war
terms that turned up in one four-para-
graph Assoclated Press story. The Meat-
ball lived in a Luxurious Hollywood Apart-
ment. His death came as The Climax of a
Long-Standing Gangland Feud. His body
was Riddled With Bullets. He Ran Scream-
ing from the apartment house and Fell
. Dead On The Sidewalk.
*He had been previously Arrested and
wnmd after one Pauley Gibbons was
Slain On The -Street by bullets from a
Passing Automobile. Later he reported

Another Voice

on by U a-Black
Limousine,
Note the complete absence of those

famlliar war-time crime story speclalities
—Suspected Forelgn Agents, Sinister Con-
nections Hinted, Intelligence Officers In-
terested. The Meatball is the first citizen
in five years to be Slain On The Streets
without arousing the suspicion 'that he
was & Cog In a Vast Esplonage Network.

We walt now only for the confirming
detalls of The Meatball's funeral before
celebrating the end of the duration and
the return of the bad old days. Surely the
coffin will be Banked With Flowers bear-
ing the cards of Prominent Underworld
Rivals. Certainly there will be nineteen
limousines with Bulletproof Glass driven
by Pale Men In Derbles. And somewhere
beyond the open grave, Standing Against
A Rain-Streaked Sky, there will be a Mys-
terlous Woman In Black.

RIP, Meatball.

Discrimination In The Air?

THE alr, as in rail , the

South 1s the “"goat,” according to spokes-
men from several Southern citles who are
pratesting against discrimination in the
allocation of routes to Latin America in
favor of Northern and Western cities and
£ the bigger alr lines,
{. 'There is a tendency, more ‘or less natural,

f0 favor the larger metropolitan centers in
the aliocation of air routes. The air trans-
port industry being young and not yet
fully developed, routings e worked out
With the view of vol-

tional much great-
er than that of some cities In other parts
of the country having a considerably larg-
er population.

The same thing might be sald of Char-
lotte, which is a distribution center for the
two Carolinas, Gastonia, which is the cen-
ter of the textile industry of the United
States. High Point, furniture capital of the
South, and a number of other towns and
citles in this reglon.

hxh of business along '.h: routes. The
m« citles, It 15 doubtless felt. cannot

i or international traffic.
% ‘nu polnt which, in our opinion. is fre-
n overlooked by outsiders is that
anihnm citles and towns have a
importance far out of propor-
o lMtr census population. Winston-
18 one of those cities. As the world
of tobacco marketing and manufac-
s the seventh port of entry in the
nation, despite the fact that it is
two hundred miles from the ocean.
n Mﬂv u:llh. furniture man-

By against the cities of
the Southeast fn the allocation of air
transportation service for pgssengers and
goods the CAB would not only prevent the
proper development of the cities and re-
glon, but would also deprive the air lines of
a large volume of business which otherwise
would be obtained by them. It is distinctly
to the interests of the air lines to fight for
routes and stops at strategic Southeastern
cities, and the equities demand that the
CAB grant such routes and stops. But from
the way it Jooks now, the Southeast may
have to fight all over again in the air, as it
were, the war it has waged for decades
with respect to freight rate discrimination.
—Twin City Sentinel.

News.

\

People’s Platform

Implications Of Nuernberg

CHARLOTTE
Editors, THE Nrws:
THE Nuernberg decision is, in the realm of law.
what the explosion of the atom bomb was, in the
The scientists at Eh’m‘lﬂm
closed precincts of the m cot
vaded and its Internal atfairs dealt with: the
mdau at Nuernberg have snown that the hitherto
recincts of the state can be invaded by the
lnrtei D( \ntemlﬂanll law and can legally dulh
roshima it was not what occurred
w-l trm:nduuu, but wmt was xmpued mlurly .
Nuernberg it s not tl d{mprisonment
of dastardly criminals that is u:mlndullu but what
can loglcally follow from the decision there rendered.
udges from four of the great nations of the
earth have decided that acts of an lnulvlmllhl p;‘r‘;
Y

s
‘nevertheless be criminal if these ncta are # violation
01 the rule of international law forbidding aggressive
‘The logical implication of this decision is that

t & given time in the future, activitles are seen
10 be golng on within a state or ag-
gressive war, such activitles can'be condemned by
the United Natlons as being Internatlonally criminal,
and they can at once—without waiting for these ac-
tivities to fructify into an actual overt act of aggres-
sive W
‘Take Germany before 1939. The whole world saw
activities of the most blatant sort going on within the
rman_ st e international community knew
that they were designed to violate the peace, But the
international community considered itself powerless
to Inkrven! btcnlsn the German state had committed
no overt & aggressive war. Now, however, in the

—be

Ilnm of Lhe uecmm which has been rendered by the
urt at Nuernberg,

. such goings on as were taking
fore 1939 will be admittedly crim-
I lonal standpoint. The legal
way is open for the United Nations Organization to
decide that It can, and should, intervenc in such case
and stop the internationally criminal goings on before
they produce the frult of war.

Take Spain today. Are activities zn!n; on within
that state which are .calcplated to about an
ultimate breach of the peace? If so, :an the United
Nations legally intervene and put & halt to these ac-
tivities before they have resulted in war? The
Anwer (ak Nuernberg gives to this question is, in my

opinion, an affirmative that is just as clear as the
cuek ol Ihl explosion at .

ecognize that it will take a great ﬂu] of

'lmz (nr ll‘le I.mp:llcluom of the atom bomb actually

achieved. So, also, it will take a great deal of

llma lul’ the full meaning of the Nuernberg decision

nslated into performance. But, If the United

Nauor\s Organization does not falter in the applica-

tion of this decision, I think lhe ln]lm\lni result, in

the course of lhll(‘ will be ac! :  Aggressive war

will be nipped in the bud because activities Jeading to

nggressive war n:ll be stoppeg: before they get well

s

‘harlotte is proud that it has had two of its
citizens participating In the Nuernberg trial and de-
cislon. Judge John J. Parker has been one of the
Judges on the court, and Major Robert Stewart has
been one of the lawyers assisting the court In the
tedious task of analyzing and segregating the rele-

Drew Pearson’s «
Merry-Go-Round e

‘WASHINGTON

vant from the frrelevant evidence, In thls connec-

tom. T would also like to say that I think that North

rolina has been honored by having Judge Don

Phillips appointed tor go abroad snd help in futurs

trials of Such trials will certainly develop
lished b

Judicial position after the international assignment
has been d.\xhlfktd

The greatest peace-preserving instrumentality
that mnnkl.rm has yet discovered is law. In the last
few days the hitherto impenetrable shell of the sov-
erelgn stute has been cancked and lald open so that the
forces of law can now come to grips with the causes
of war &t the places where they begin,

—C. W. TILLETT.

The Precedent

Editors, TRE News:
J HAVE just finished reading \nur edlmrul Tne
Precedents of Nuernberg” and w o!
For some time T have been thinking  (hat the e
natlons have been setting,a dangercus precedent. If
we recall what happened'to our Armies In the Pa
cific at the beginning of this last war, we can be
glad that the Japanese didn't have the opinion that
the United States believed in a victors right to con-
demn the vanquished.

d they have been of this opinion. it is quite
possible that many if not all of our officers that were
captured would have been executed for leading men
against the Japanese armies. This would have been
consldered, of course. a misinterpretation of the
precedent of punishing war crimes. Surely we have
taken a new interpretation of previous policles of
our Government toward punishing war trlmca

seems to me that after taking a step su
we have at Nuernberg we should now really ﬂﬂv! for
world peace.

DAVIDSON

~—CLYDE T. TANDY JR.

The People’s Platform ts avatlable to any
reader who cares to mount it. Communications
should be less than 300 words, typewrtften if
pounzl: amt on enlu one ﬂle o! the paper.
Libel cill be
cmythmv goes. Eouh letter must u stgned. u—
though, tn exceptional cases and upon re
xxp‘:'u'lll withhold the writer's name.—Ec ltan

Quote, Unquote

Atomie energy, fet-propulsion engines and new
sources of power which our sclentists in laboratories
see but which are still in the theoretical stage call for
men and women who will be capable of m-nnu uu
soclal and economic adjustments needed, and w

unl\' et them through_our public schools and puh]lc

00l teachers.—Rep. Frank T. Starkey (D) of

nuou.

Mexican Meat Ban

SIGNIFICANT battle over the stock market has been

taking place backstage between two-fisted Federal Re-
hram,
The outcome

serve Board Chairman Marriner Eccles and Emil
president of the New York Stock Exchange.

concerns every investor in the country,

Schram and the big Wall Street brokers are demanding
that the Government lnln permit margin-buying. Eccles

has been militantly oppose

Schram and friends say that If stocks can be purchased

partly on credit, it will bolster the Lalling market
Eccles on the other hand is dea
on credit during the present lnnluum\ry period,

to speculation
¢ s also

Tetter Truman

want to avold Mexican competition,
Truman
and-mouth

ure against the (hreat of I -of-

SO MUCH friction has been kicked up by the U. 8. embargo
against Mexican cattle and hoof-and-mouth disease that
President Truman has takeri the unusual step of writing a
personal letter to the President of Mexico about it.
backed up the Agriculture Department's em-
bargo and denied that it was inspired by U. S. cattlemen who

told the Mexican Chief Executive that he bc-
lieved the ban was entirely ji-"itied as a precautionary me;
disease, mdmg
that it would be rescinded only when officials of the Depart-
ment’s Animal Husbandry Division were satisfied no danger

trade negotiations.
Talking to, these travelers, who
rqmum sarions, points of  view.
get some pre: of
¥hat'ls happening behind the tght
MOove=

already like
vlle on the existence of Hm

indiv

SECHET 'SPORTS PARADE -

Always on May Day, forelgners

at Hotel National on Red Bquare

ste ordered to evacuate all front
e

. foreigners
were told they could be in their
rooms but must keep the win-
dows closed. In one room, a visltor

ventured ralse = window a
cgack In order to hear what was
being sald over the Imldlpelkerl

Within a few minutes, security
lice were In his room to warn hl.m

purge of directors of col-
IMIWE farms Ls being prosecuted
alously, according to =il re;
re farms on which individ-
ual farmers work on assigned tracts,
using collective equipment.

Under a policy of some years
g0, each farmer was given m pro-
duction quots. Above that quota,
he could keep produce and sell it
on the open market, which is
mulvll!nl to an open black mar-

by the Government. In
apen m-:kzh shops, fantastic prices
are charged. d of sausage
COSts 200 roubles or more, Peasant
women could take part of a loaf

Samuel Grafton

of bread and sell it in'a city strest
for 40 or 50. Toubles, which com-
pares with the official price

customary
PURGE NOT um'rln

Some rdnmhu travelers believe
the purge is not limited to col-

lective farms. the im-
pression that it's being extended
W of of the
Go' ent,

One sign of i the in-

need the price of
read seems to have added
siderable p.

Wages .

at the sami
not enough to make:up
the difference, since bread is such
an important
Workers making up

and 500 got a 100-rouble increase.
Smaller Increases were granted o
nhigher levels, wi

lhue e getting more than 000 hibies

CU'ITAIN WITIH‘N CURTAIN

Diplomats Moscow live in-
creasingly to l.)lemlelvu, surround-

test atory
to come out is about a telephone
call between Premier Stalln
Kremllu

slmnt across the desk from Stalin
hear him say, “No, no, no, no, no—
yes—no, no,' no” When the con-
versation is ended, they_aax b
about that solitary yes,

e if T could hear’ him s ent ¢

-na 1 sald yes," Btalln rep!
. barely polite

5.
"No" is what

i forelgners get out of the
Kremlim, ex re oc-
casons ‘when It serves the mo-

mentary interest of the Soviews to
say something el

‘

The Nuernberg Law

NEW YORK
(QNE of the charges on which &
number of the Nuernberg de-
fendants will hang is that they
planned aggressive war, or con.
spired (o plan it. This has never
been a crime before: it is & crime
now; and men will dance on the
alr for having committed it. And
5o the clear and obvious point to
make about the Nuernberg verdicts
is this: Where, in law and morals,
do those men stand, Americans and
others. who mre today heedlessly
u.l.xlna e pointing toward war,
and In cases, coming to the
very mn of preaching war?
Where do radio commentators and
columnists stand, when they burble
About a preventive war? All of Hit-
ler's undeclared wars were 'ﬂ'l
tive wars, to hear him tell it. But
it the Nuernberg trial Hbll.lhel
any doctrine at all, it Is the doc-
trine that any war, upon which
any nation embarks for its own
advantage, except In the case of
clear self-defense, Is illegal, and, in
ot, and that government
officlals who hmmr pllm for such
‘wars can be tried a:

on_felons.
AMERICAN PRINCIPLE
This is our own principle, an
American principle, stated in mas-
terly form at Nuernberg by the
American prosecutor; and on it we
are hanging men, While the prin-
upu. spparently, applics mainly o
vernment _officlals,

Falses
mnnl quenlon lor any punl:cln -ho
turns to writer
an appeal N narmerer well qualAed,
or shrouded in weasel words) which
tends in the direction of “preven-
tive” war. The moral question is
espectally acute in the case of men
who seem to have no difficulty in
combining a decp fecling of loyalty
to the United States with a pen-
chant for speculating coyly about
a preventive war.

The great point in discussing
Nuernberg is not to hash over the

land.
These are the fac

“Mexican and Brastia
breeders In

bdiod Note—The ban on
y U. 8. ranchers—ha

arge quantities in the

t in his ne

ment to mnl.l.nlle its -ma-rga. with Presdent
cial opproval, the fact

facts of the historical has-beens
who sat In the dock, but to see
where Nuernberg leads. A number
of commentators have noticed that
Nuernberg sets up a new principle,
that {t outlaws war on any one na-
tlon's say-so; but the principle. Ln
these discussions, always seems

apply Lo Bomebody else: there hay P
shock

not been” enough of the ed
realization, followed by a long, low
xhistie that It applles to s tao:
sometimes to the very man who i
discussing Il Wha. me?

TO ALL ALIKE

Yes, of the es-
sence of enmlnol l‘i that it ap-
plles equally to everybody: and if
we are going to abide by Nuernberg
We must recognize that it ls now
ethically a8 inacceptable to con=
sider war as & means of solving a
national problem, as it is to con-
sider murder as & means of solying
a personal difficulty.

Nuernberg, properly ~considered
and digested, must change the very
tone of some of our discussions,
editing them, revising them, send-
ing all of us back toward the path
of true International action. This

% an
ther 'country, But It does mean
that the trucuient crew which bab-
bles of war, whether at cocktall
parties, or press, and which
murmurs dreamily of dropping an
atomic bomb on Moscow, must resla
ize that It 1s connected by an
viible bond with that dismal broth-
erhood which 18 about to step off
on to nothing at Nurmberu,
DOOR SLAMMED Si

Nuernberg may ne)p lhr world to
solve its problems.p It we make it
part of the very texture of our
thinking we may find it easier to
locate the door to the future; espe-
clally now that it is the ¢ oniy one.
the ‘other just having bee
med shut at Nuernberg by e o
ganized consclence of mankind.

Wall Street Wants Margin-Trading Again

ts which led the Agriculture Depari-
Truman’s offi-
vigorous protests from both
n :lllle interests, as well as some

Mexican eattle today helps contribute

lu the melt shortage, since Mexican beef—much of it owned

5 -ln;q sold north of the border in

Admiral Halsey Gelu Bored
DMIRAL WILI.IAN “BULL" HALSEY Is beginning to

w job on the President’s super-advisory

reluctant to encourage the public to get in on a stock market
which suffered its greatest monthly loss in history during
Geptember. In that month the value of securities dropped
ex;m billion chm, more than twice as much as

1829."

that the only thing which pre-
vented the market drop from becoming a compiete financial
disaster was the no-margin rule, which meant that every
legal trader in the stock market was buying for cash,
when prices dropped, there was no rush to borrow money to
cover the drop. As a result of this insistence on no margins,
the effect on the country was cf lone

Eceles, his friends say, i not going (o budge on the no-
margin rule now.

La Guardia Sees Stalin
EN UNRRA Director La Guardia snd aides visited
Moscow on their recent tour of Europe, his entire party
was eager (o see Stalin. The Kremlin invitation, however,
only permitted La Guardia and two other UNRRA officials to
call on the top Soviet leader.
uardia, therefore, suggested to his aide, Joseph
Lally, that he divert the rest of the party by taking them to
Lenin's tomb, where the body of the ather of 1o Russian
Revolution is' still perlsc!ly preserved
Late that night, the party rehssembled, and Lilly eagerly
asked La Guardia what he had learned from Stalin. Re-
_plied_Plorello:
. "I'got as much out of Stalin as you did out of Lenin.”

exists.
of sll the troutle & some breeder bulls which
exico imported from Brazi

Real fact is that more man a vear ao, when Mexican
stock raisers were arranging to purchase the Brazilian bulls,
the Agriculture Department warned Mexico that entry of
the animals might bring a em
cattle. Officials explained that disease eonuul in val
was inadequite and that several epidemlics of the dre
hoof-and-mouth malady had been recorded there during the
past tuo decades.

This warning was ignored. One hundred and sixteen
Braziling bills wre ciéated through. the Mceican quaranting 1 hav
statlon_on Sacrificios Tsland, in_the- Gulf ur M‘exlf:n off

era Cruz, and brought to the mainland. ‘months
Jater (e Mexicans place & gosamd pedei for 121 nadiional-

On June 4 of this year, while that second bhlnmrnl was
en route to Sacrificios, the Agriculture Depa
all Mexican cattie from entering the United smu

tural attaches of the bassy had reported that a

of being hoof-and-mouth disense carrier:
Theoretically, the second lot of 327 bulls has been held
intact on Sntnﬂclns‘ pmdl.nﬁ exhlmﬂﬂ tests by a joint

tar Army-Navy officers.

Since his semi-diplomatic mission to South America,

n.

where he inspected the navies of various countries. Halsey has
had little to do.
to take that job as ﬂc!»pu!ld!m of Pan-American Alrways,
whlch is still open
s the boss

ot double his present income, which is about $13,000 a
year, counting
the extra money. L perame,

in or out of the Navy. And life is bev:umhu very dull in his
lmchuﬂ office at the Navy Department.

ah

Privately, the tough little skipper hankers

St PancAm's West Coust operations, Halsey

longevity pay. However, he lsn't interested
His sparkpl at craves action,

ell of a note” Halsey griped to aldes recently.

a Job with nothing to do, a great big office to do it

in and z‘-n people to help me,”
*Russia Wants Peace’—Smith

ASSADOR "BEETLE" SMITH has sent a confidential

memo to the State Department saying he belleves Mar-
shal Stalin was sincere In his recent nnumml lh

U. S. Eml Ambassador. Smith potnted out that the Rusaisn five:
imber of the original bulls from Brazil showed symptoms ( vear plan Is simed more at the reconstruction of Neai- devas:
areas than at an armaments program for world aggres-

Hlon, and expressed bellef that. Rusals, might consider & pro-
posal for general world disarmament if advanced by the UBA.
also-reported-that

commission of U. §. and Mexican G
O!llellls say the tmm is, however, that nearly a score of
ese_animals

have already found their way w the main-  part of

ately need manpower for
of their

Il\e Russians
‘would like te III

4000,000-man army. for that b

n

“



