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the testimony offered in Asheville's
Clty Court on Thursday is accepted at
* Taoe value, North Carolina has just had the

<closest thing to an armed since

 Insurrection In The Hills

at Athens, Tennessee. And, apparently, he

succeeded in convincing 43 of them to help

him take the law in his own hands.
Leaders of ‘I.hc political- “GI faction” in

7~ the Civil War. Two men—W. E. Connor,
self - styled “reform leader” and David
“Wright—are being held for the Grand Jury
i oo charges of “conspiracy to rebel against
~ the State™ as well as consplracy to com-
“. mit murder.

The Asheville police has been

in turning out
of office & tew “organization men” by
peaceful means in the recent primaries,
have madb it clear that there is no cone
nection between thelr group and Connor's,
Several members of the GI organization,
emphasized the point by assisting in the
of the case,

the primary object of the wrath of Connor's
*Cltizen's Protective Welfare Assoclation.”
At one time, according to witnesses, 43
many of them armed, attended a
secret meeting at which Connor announced
plans to dynamite the 16-story Buncombe
County Courthouse “if necessaty to capture
police force.” One witness quoted him
saying that it “would be a sight to see
blood running. out of police headquar-

He actually got far enough along in
to lead a mob to headquarters
and demand the ouster of nlne members
of

5

‘We have no opinion as to the merits or
nmmu of Connor's original case agalnst
the Asheville police, but we are concerned
“with the fact that he has sought to enlist

Carolina veterans to act in accord-
ance with the bloody precedent established

But perhaps the most significant aspect
of the entire case i3 that “veteran” Connor
is as phony &s a three-dollar bill. It turns
out that his military career consisted of &
few ‘months service in this country, at the
end of which he was given & medical dis-
charge.

This is another polnted remlnder that’
“veteran” is an all-inclusive term. We are
all falling into the hablt of thinking of
every ex-serviceman as a compatriot of
Bill Mauldin’s Joe and Wiille, when the

_truth is that the majority of those who

served in the armed forces never exper-
lenced real danger or undue hardship. It's
a curious thing, but experlence after every
war has shown that real fighting men,
who have the most valid excuse for vio-
lence, are the least trigger-happy of all
veterans,

Bootlegging Also Brutalizes Consumers

appears that we were gullty of gross
understatement in & recent editorial in
which we cited figures on gambling and
bootlegging in Mecklenburg to prove that
erime pays very handsomely hereabouts.
'c quoted an estimate that th: bootleg
‘business in the County runs to about $3.-
000,000 per annum, but it seems that we
i ‘were using old statistics complled in pre-
‘Inflation drys. Police Chief Littlejohn has
‘. since announced, with heavy irony, that
[ % littie syndicate in this viclnlty" sold
¥

‘uu cases of liquor during the past twelve

jmonths. This certainly was no rough esti-
mh, for the Chlef also announced that
the myndicate paid $1216277 for it, one

1 smoothest figures imaginable. The
 tharon Assoclated Press has added

te grossed $5,740,000 dur-

not familiar with the overhead
operating a -successful bootleg
| myndicate, but_they shouldn't be too high.
- A modest payroll should take care of the
| Mecessary rum-runners, delivery boys, gun-

and warehouse atiendants. The turn-
80 rapid that there should be no
expense involved. There is
no evidence that any protection is being
hereabouts. And, of course, there are
e taxes to cut into the 268
cent gross profit indicated by these

The Girl Scouts Need

8 & member agency of the Community
Chest, the Mecklenburg County Girl

Council is staking its financial future
on the current Chest-campalign. But the
Council 1s also participating in National
Girl Scout Week beginning today, -llh
idea of public
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|
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figures. It appears that our figure of $3-
000,000 stands as a conservative estimate
of the bootleg syndicate’s annual profit, not
of its gross business.

In addition to this thriving illegal trade,
it is certain that at least as much lquor
‘was brought legally into the county from
South Carolina, a gallon st & tlme, by
individual eitizens who purchased it for
private consumption. Eveh the most prej-
udiced reader, it seems to us, must regard
this as overwhelming evidence of the fail-
ure of prohibition in Mecklenburg.

The question will be asked: If Chief
Littlejohn is able to compile such accurate
figures on the extent of the liquor trade,
why lsn't he able to do something about
it? The Chlef himself provided the answer
in his address before the Kiwanls Club
when he sald the problem called for the
ultimate in “public co-operation.” Since
there must be a purchaser for every bottle
of bootleg lquor sold it is clear that
thousands: of local residents, condone the
bootleg system by patronizing it. The
chances of public co-operation to stamp
out the racket are exactly nil as long as
the agents with the bulging briefcases con=
tinue to ring some of the best doorbells
in town.

Thus we come, as we always do, to &
familiar question: Are the public morals
improved by diveriing millions of dollars
that might be used for public purposes
into the hands of our leading criminals?

Leaders

been consigned to the waiting list because
of a continulng lack of volunteer adult
leaders.

How many women who profess genulne
concern with the soclal problems of the
community content themselves with read-
ing an paper before the Thurs-

# problem that money cannot solve.

Bince the first Girl Scout troop was or-
ganized in Charlotte in 1920 the organiza-
tion has grown until today it can count an
mctive membership of around one thousand
teen-age girls, white and Negro. Its 10-
point program is designed to integrate de-
velopment of the girl in relation to the
‘community and the outside world, stress-
ing the development of “strong character,
a healthy attitude toward life, an endur-
4ng set of values, and the ideals of service.”

The value of this program can hardly
be questioned by anyone who is familiar
‘with Charlotte's appalling record for juve-
nile delinquency. Yet few soclal agencies
have suffered so from lack of adequate
‘public response. The thousand girls who
are now Scouts are only a beginning; Coun-
ell records show that another thousand
have applied for membership and have

. Another Voice

G

day Afterncon Uplift and chuacur As=
sassination Soclety? A good many, we
suspect, and som® of them at least have
probably gone so far as to look around
for some outlet for their social energles.
It seems to us their search would lead
them straight to the Girl Scouts. The
record will show that few investments of
time and energy could pay bigger dividends
in the matter of promoting better citizen-
ship, the ultimate goal of all social action.

The fact that the need for volunteer
workers has kept the effectiveness of the
Girl Scout organization in Charlotte dowm
to 50 per cent, and perhaps less, is an
extraordinarily black mark agalnst the
community. The town, we are certaln, is
capable of a much befter etfort, and we
hope that next year's Girl Scout Week
campaign will be designed to attract mem-
bers, not leaders.

‘Of A Very Great Man....)

- llm PASSAGE fhrough the House of
E Commons yesterday (October 11) of
| the second reading of the Roosevelt Memo-
- rial Bill—moved by the Prime Minister and
#upported by Mr. Churchill— will arouse
deep emotions throughout the country.

its terms g statue of the late Presi-
ident by Sir William Reid Dick will be
| ferected in- Grosvenor Square, and the cen-
of the square will be converted into a
garden maintained by the Minister
iof Works. It would have been easy for the
nt to find the whole of the com-

.the Initial cost of the memorial. But this
‘i wonld have been a colder and more formal
ure and therefore lesd appropriate,
5 { e proposed raising of the amount

).v nu.u subscriptions from the public.
This memorial will be, In a very Intimate
;m. & tribute from the people of Britain
an American who, as was sald In these
ealumns at the time of his death, “through
i Ahe magic of a common tongue had become
p,,w national figure hete.” His voice brought
over the air to British hearts

L8 only second to that inspired
ol their own leader through

Years of the war.

That London should be the site of this
memorial calls for no argument, and the
special fitness of Grosvenor Square arises
from its long assoclations with America.
John Adams, the first United States envoy
to Great Britain, lived there, Walter Hines
Page had his embassy there during the
first World War and Mr. Winant during
the second. Tt 1s a spot sulted perhaps
above any other for the commemoration of
the life and work of oneywho inspired one-
half of a great Anglo-American collabora=
tion. That this measure should receive
Parllamentary approval while General Eis-
enhower, the commander in battle of the
armies of the two nations, was being hon-
oured at Cambridge, in the course of a vis«
it during which he had been spontaneous-
ly welcomed by sovereign and people allke
is a happy coincidence, General Eisenhow-
er can take back with him to the United
States the assurance that the memorial to
Franklin Delano Roosevelt will stand in
the hearts of Britons of every class for two
things: the friendship of a very great man,
and the firm assurance that if a nation
will, in.the face of seemingly hopeless odds,
take upon ftself the battle of human digni-
ty and freedom, it will still in spite of all
find “great allies."—The London Times.

People’s Platform

The Boulevard,

CHARLOTTE

Editors, Tz NEws:
Y husband end I were necessarily out of the city
ass meeting of cltizens

Being vitally interested In the matter, we
fully the story In each of the Charlolte papers con-
cerning the meeting, Did neither Mr. Sims, as
spokesman for the group, nor any other person sllude
at all to the fact that the route under discusslon is in
close proximity to several of our schools? We could
find no mention of this im t point, which, to
me, is the most serlous phase of the whole mi
According to the Kenneth Whitsett diagram that THE
News carried recently, this boulevard skirts the
grounds of Elizabeth School,
Bchool, and AG Junlor High, al
or two of Midwood School and C:nLﬂl ‘Hlah School.

Our home In Charlotte is at 512

— (MRS. WILSON R.) ANNIE nm-nnt LONG

WHITE.

(NOTE: Attomey Sims and o other protestants st
the mass meeting mentioned of the
proposed boulevard to several mnmu. but only in
passing. It was not Siressed sutficionty, n e Judge
ment of reporters on the assignment, to make it one
of the major points of objection. Proponents of the
suggested route have pointed out that many schools
in Charlotte now face heavily traveled streets, and
that the boulevard would actually reduce the hazard

in many tances by relleving the traffic load. More-
over, where the boulevard would pass within s block
of a 'achool pedestrian underpasses would be provided.
—Eds, THE NEws),

CHARLOTTE
MAY I express to you my sincere appreclation for
the extremely well-written articles your Pete Mc-
Knight has done on the Cross-Town Ba\:l:vlrd M!‘.
McKnight has given the facts In the case

brought to the attention of the cltizenship the need
for this artery of traffic; he has pointed out that the
street is designed for the peaple of Charlotte s well
as for the ten per cent who sre “passing through”;
also he has shown that the urban monies cannot be
cused In building by-passes. I am grateful for the
personal uleunnu mwlrd me, especially for his
pointing out uur, :M little property I own on this
proposed street cannot possibly benefit me if at the

same timé s ruino\n to nthtr pmperty holders.

N E. DOUGLAS,

El(h y Commissioner,

CHARLOTTE

Nzws has been ever-alert to support any proj-

ect which it belleved to b for the betterment of

Charlotte, and the Charlotte Planning Board is par-

uzuurly wpreclluvz of the fine series of articles by

te McKnight in support of the proposed cross-town
Nlhny.

These articles have attracted widespread nate
and it is believed that they will do much.to further
this urgently needed improvement.

—FRANK R. THIES, Chalrman
Charlotte Planning Board,

CHARLOTTE

LEASE allow me to thank you, a5 an individual,

also, as president of the Charlotte Chamber of

Commerce for the splendid unu ol articles which you
wmu nn the aviation needs of

are, also, indebted to )nu for mz series of

artices which you are now running on the cross-

Drew Pearson’s

Pro And Con

town boulevard4 You have certainly hmu'ht out both
sldes of this question in an unmned
In my opinion Trr Nrws has
stand 10 the City ot Chariotte
the

bringing
these matters.eo Tomeetally b ihe. abiention of the
people, I have heard many favorable comments on
your splendld editorials.
—J. H. BRIDGES,

Look Homeward, Justice
CHARLOTTE

‘Editors, THe Nzws:
I NOTICED in Justice Robert H. Jackson's report to

President Truman of the prosecution of the Nlﬂ
ringleaders that Mr. Jackson wan
politicians, diplomats and industrialists
and brought to justice.

‘What the American people want to know is why
Justice Jackson doesn't prosecute and bring to justice
the politicans {n our country who are traltors to our
Constitution.

Mr. Jackson and Mr Truman know this condition
in our country, yet they do nothing with such people
Why should we spend so much time and money prose-
cuting such people in other countries and do nnt'hlni

about them In our l:ounlrﬂ Your duty to your oaf
n, 10 protect our Coﬂﬂllllluﬁn
e all traitors. Al of them. We
Yould appreciate some action.
—MRS, J. D. BIGGERS.

Dtnlecllltd

c.t office, Mr. Jacl
‘prosecute

Heartily Endorsed
LENOIR
Editors, Tae Now
WE Colduell Gounty teachers wih to take this op-
portunity to thank you for the detailed account
of our South Pledmont District meeting In Charlotte
which you gave in your paper on Priday, Oct. 18.
We appreciate the great help you are giving us In
our struggle for & fair increase In salary. Our Cald-
ell Gaurty Unit of the orth Carolina Education
1 Bas Meartiy endorsed Mr. Fritz’s resolu-
on propostng the. $1.500-33,50 salary schedule
—VIRGINIA 5. COBB.

The Sabbath
CHARLOTTE
Editors, THr News:
I WISH to state my poaulon in regard to Sunday
prnfesnlonll football. I am of the same opinion as
J. B. Ivey here in Chulull: That lhr Com=
)mndmml “Remember the Sabbath Day to Keep it
Holy", Is just as binding and helpful to C.‘nn:uuu
today as it was when given on Mount Sin:
Yes, as Mr. Ivey has said, in my opinion, our only
hnpe of keeping our country prosperous and great s
Christian religion.
~—J. R. DEAN.

The People’s Plafform is available to any
reader who cares to mount it. Communications
should be less than 300 words, typewritten if
possible, and on only one side of the paper.
Libel and obscenity will be deleted—otherwise
anything goes. Each letier must be signed, al-
hough, in exceptional cases and upon reqicest,
we will withhold the writer's name.—Editors,
‘Tux Nrws,

challenged his own part;
‘That-1s not hard -to foresse. More-
over, the challenger is likely to be
Henry A, Wi ‘with the political

tinue to vote
:nun 85 Tegularly as election time
rolls around.

EXERCISE CONTROL
‘The question, it sesms to me, more

senm They are golng to have a
lot to say sbout the Democratic
nominee in 1948,

Both loyalty and tradition ﬂc-
tate renomination for President
'x‘mmm Concelvably, he might find

a Way to step out. But no matter
what the Ik it would be taken

promise between the two wings of
the party.

With one shattering exception,
the Democratic Party in Louisiana
has been in the conservative, tradi-
tional pattern. Huey Long took this
stats on the wildest spree that had
ever been seen, eit¥er in Louisiana
or anywhere else. In the decade

T the sikie adminiatration. Andin
New Orleans, reform governments
have fought the crookedness that
was the'base on which the Kingfish
bullt his success. 1t has not been
RSy,

You can close down the obvious

Harold Ickes

Advice On

WASHINGTON
DMINISTRATOR Robert M.
Littlejohn, War Assets Adminis-
et
you will not mind

pe  thal
u I da - llu.le “¥ibitzing” about

compels me to wam you of
designs.

J . Lewls doesn't want any
competition for coal so he, with
the heip of the coal operators and
the raflroad boys, are taking your
stalf to the cleaners fast. The

ticking,*
upon your organization s in the
“irection of making these lines
end up as non-saleable junk. That
s what the power interests Lried 1o
do to e Shoals after the nm
i War. u-:lx' strategy 18
the Muscle Shoals pattern and o
less you play ss sklllifully as he,
meu p|pe llne: are going to end
bage heap, along with
huuom St cible teet of matury
ga3 now flaring to waste in Texas,

LOSS TO TEXAS

This would mean the loss of a
lof of money to people in Texas.
1 hope that Speaker Rayburn and
Senator Connally know what i3
going_on. And_Senators Tobey
and Walsh and Brewster, as well
s Governor Tobin and Congress-

cheap and convenient fuel,
e months ngo you nsked for

bids on these pipe lines. The peo-
ple had the right to assume that
they would be sold to the highest
cun bidder.  You got some good
nning from 80 to 100 mil-

lon ﬁuilul I.n l:uh And cash is
what the people want. John L
Lewis wants to force you into

n:hnd.l,mdl nuplu.l.lanﬂnm.
the state was near the bottom of
the Ist. The  Kingfish bullt the
schools and the roads and the hos-
pitals, They cost ten times s much

should have cost and the

with a
war record, mtﬂ‘ one day be a
political power e
potency of the

nam
-enwlh to put him on top here.

The state, however, is recov

from the bam Native
pride has done a lnt to kindlg the
Tecovery pi pla or

rogram.

this elty, for Inlunee
that this is & port of entry m- hade
by air and sea with Latin America,
‘They are doing everything they can
to attract un Amz un vu!inrl.

hlnd.wml

cnmpl!kd oﬂem !lclllllu ln'r h(ul-
nessmen from south of the border.
It is the kind of courtesy other
citles could well afford to eopy,
1 uth the lesson of

but for the Sol
Loulsans e the gold gpportuntty
that lay ready and waiting for a

wail

man of Hue yl.murumlt am-
bition and brilliance. The cure lies
in progress. That s the only effec-
tive vaccination sgainst the diseass
of dictatorship.
NATIONAL OPPORTUNITY

The Kingtish's rise and fall has

‘meaning not for the South alone
but for the whole country. We
seem now to be entering a period of
reaction. If the pendulim 18 pushed
back too far and all change is ml»

will

have created & golden UP‘WI\unIIY
for s Huey Long pot on a state but
a national scale.

Pipe Lines

asking
mean & delay of several months
and, in the meantime, a Republi-

Big Inch and the Litle Inch pipe
III\H. as was attempted al Muscle
Shoals, mudtmnr emerge from

for final dispesion un- '

ongress
Ul they were so deteriorated that
no one would want to buy them.
Up to last week you had m
Inter-agency Advisory
consisting of representatives of l‘}!
Army, Navy, Interior, Commerc
2nd the Federal Power and Inter-
state Cemmerce Commissions; This
Committee was told that WAA had
& “policy,” but the Committee re-
fused (o operate within the re-
strictive limits of this self-limiting
icy because that would mean
fhe Toss of millions of dollars to
the Government.  Any “policy.
espectally 1f it sel-impased,
which forbids the selling of & Gov-
ernment asset to anyone other than
the highest bidder is not policy in
the judgment of the American peo-

ple. It Is just plain politics. And
the American people do not like
that kind of politics.

If John gels  away

with his Fablan tactics there won't
be any bids for a jong, long time
and then the highest bid will be
appreciably below the highest of
today. And John L. Lewis will see
to it that he will not be blamed,
Someane else will have to explain,

WHEN IN DOUBT

When Stuart Syminglon was ap-
pointed to the office that you mow
hold he recelved a letter of advice
from my old friend, Mr. Bernard
M. Baruch, who has proved, over
and over agaln, how trie & proph-
€t he is in matters of high poli-
tics and economics. In that letter,
Mr, Baruch sald: “Claude Swan-
son once sald: "When in doubt I
do right' I sald to the Board
(after the first World War) and [
Tepeat to you ‘when In doubt sell,
sell, sell* ™

‘This is still good
Mr. Administrator.

advice today,

Merry-Go-Round *

‘WASHINGTON

I‘Hl‘.‘t}: are now 53 separate ilems on the agenda to be dis-

cussed at the United Nations, but No. 1 on the list whei

it comes to explosiveness is the Cuban proposal to end the
veto.

‘The man who thus had the nerve to snap his fingers in

the face of the Big Five s young Cuban Ambassador Guil-

lerllm Belt, who is accustomed to doing things that nwlu

urage.
Elected mayor of Havana at the phenomenal age of 27,
Belt has been on the political firing line ever since, including
one ot campaign be wiged against ex-President Hutista, the
tiong man of Cuba. Bausta won that eleciion, {ollowing
which most of the leaders who opposed him 1 Miami
Rot 5o Guillerme, Bk, e Femuimea in Havaba. 1o be- (e
President’s most vigorous critic, walking through the streets
without bodyguard. Eventualw Batista, who admired courage,
offered Belt u place in his Cabinet, which he declined.

s at the San Prancisco conference that Belt fint
began his attack on ¢ has continued the battle
ever since, ﬂe!pue the 18“ HWL “certain Government offi-
clals of the Western powers” have urged him not to press for
s roll el « oo this dynamite-laden issue In New York.

Russians will walk out of the United
munn- el ngm. to block any action they dont. like 15
away" says the young ambassador, “But if so, I
believe 1t 15 better to know it now instead of later
o6t Latin Americans are stzong for the Ouban proposal
Only Brazil so far remains non-committal. Outside of Lati
America, eleven counries have alto expressed thelr FUDPOTL,
and Bell, figures that if e can hetd thees 41 voies throogh
the roll cal, the veto power may be doomed.
bassador Belt apologizes for his blunt candor at diplo-
matic functions.

“My grandfather, Jonathan nelt.' be explains, “was a

hard-shelled Yankee xrmnr from Boston, so maybe that's
what's the matter with me

She Wasn’t From Missouri
ATE SMITH was 50 excited she lost her hat and almost
forgot her gloves when she called at the White House ta
launch the Community Chest drive and to give President
Truman the original copy of the Community Chest's new
march, “The Red Feather” It was composed by Major
Geonge Howard nx the Army Band, who -cmmpmlm her,
to be home again, President,” sald
Miss. smuh ome sm gOt to the wmu me gloves an
“You know, I am a native Washingtonian.™
“Well, I'm mighty glad to hear that” grinned Truman.
*It's a rare occasion when you find & lLVI ‘Washingtonlan
in Washington any more. They tell me about everybody here
is from Missurl.”

Hollywoed Hinders Army

ISGUSTED by the contractual snarls with Hollywood pro-

rs during the war, the Army and Navy have qumly

decided that they will use no more Holls film or talent
in making training pictures. ﬂundredl of wartime llllnl have
been blocked from use by educational uuumunm. uniens.
and ﬁvk qrnupp—even though made with
simply use they contain a lttle film or l ll".lr music
Copyrighted by commercial picture firms,

Hollywood talent in the Army Corps, particularly
during the war, played hand in xlwa ‘with their former bosses
in okaying these contracts. Result has been that even now.
fourteen months after the end of l.ha war, more than 5000
films cannot be released by the services for showing to the

ublic. .
A future film schedule calling for nearly 1,000 new picliires

Cuban To Lead Fight On Red Veto Power

a year has been lald out for the Army and the Navy, After
nlellng this with Senator Joe Q'] m.lwnes 's Surplus Property
mittee, both the Army and t have decided that
Ih(-y will use no Hollywood ‘material at all urless the copy-
right holders have first agreed that the films may be shown
‘without restriction before educational and other groups.

Capital Chaff
IT WAS significant that Vincent Impelletterl, son of an
Italian immigrant, now acting mayor of New York, gave
the address of welcome at the United Nations, an organiza-
tion to which Italy now seeks admission. ussinn
delegation didnt bluster into the UN ope: surrounded by
lyguards, as they did at San Francisco. . . . Ambassador
Ben Cohen, & member of the Chilean delegation, who has
helped stage international conferences for twenty years, first
devised the system of Instantaneous telephone translation.
.+ . Only man who rivals Cohen when {t comes to conferences
s Cnllndu's Prime Minister Mackenzie King who has missed
very few.

Merry-Go-Round
REDIT the Army with a forthright stand on post-exchange
money. It is turning $22,000,000 back to the Jury.
The fund could have been kept by the Army for its own uses,

was that he had helped the ups price trend
when the OPA unuu to control speculation. Another was
cotten hoarding. e Southern mrrcmnu had put cotton
waiting for a pnn of 50 cents a pound. Final straw
a3 the maritime strike which prevented cotlon from being
.alypea abroad. «
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