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Complaint From Fort Ml"

1s rather remarkable, we think, that
rt for legal whisky in Mecklenburg
ld ‘turn np in Fort Mili. the com-
v just over the South Carolina
hich supplies the "Burgers with a
portior. of the vast quantity of
liquor they consume each vear.
ut here is the Fort Mill Times wind-
up a lengthy editorial discussion of

great biess
dford’s rea-

Y BTC EYNONY
mons for its

v ot
Fort Mill
tving little

T and a prodticer-
extraordinary of war heroes. W’ha‘ a dif-
ference! Whet a fortunale transition
this would be.

~ keep
tc\r their uncral nlt*\mage
v as Bt

Measure

H. L. Mencken has fired another ill-
- fempered blast at the daily press which
. he has ornamented for many vears and,
‘85 usual, the cries of anguished jour-
‘nalists are sounding across the land
The old master was, we think. guilty of
geerstatement when he handed down
‘blanket indictment of the correspond-
ents who rose to glory in World War II
“a sorry lot", but there is a great
deal.of merit in his charge that news-
Paper coverage was ihadeguate.
Hal Boyle. whose superior dispatches
y not fit him into either of Mr. Men-
tken’s general categories—the typewriter
statesman and the human interest
‘scribbler—has replied on behalf of his
- 6ld friend, the late Ernie Pyle, although
‘Mr. Mencken -specfically exempted
Ernle with the admission that he did
-well at the sort of reporting he set out
do. -
But the success of a few outstanding
zmtrespondems—and Hal Boyle deserves
$ gpot alongside Ernie Pyle—in catch-
_ing the apirit of the.men who fought
/orld Wear II. does not alter the fact
t the day-to-day record of the war
was far from complete. Mr. Boyle is beg-
. Bing the question when he replies to
.- Mencken's charge that the Amert-
m,people do not yet know which Gen-
eral Jost the Battle of the Bulge with
the. flip statement that “those of us
were there thought it was a Gen-
named Kurt Hudolph Gerd von
stedt,
Cbviously & good muny American
made serious military
unders in the course of the war—the
rof the Bulge was only one—and
M even though they became a matter

The obvious financial in-

‘Their Zero In’
This Country

WASHINGTON

THE Pearl Harbor investigating
committee has now spent near.

ly three months digging Into mill

herent in a locattdn adjacent to a pop-
ulous county that drinks wet and votes
dry attracts dubious new residents, who
arrive in Fort Mill and attempt to set
up new liquor stores. Thus far, the citi~
zens” protests have been sufficient to
prevent their being hcensed but, as
Editor Bradford points out, this action
has the effect of preserving a two-store
monopoly which makes the present
owners—both non-natives — rich. “Al-

2 has been citizens from other
towis who have come here to exploit
these green fields hard by ‘dry' Meck-
lenburg. And exploit they have — the
coin has rolled in and several have be-
come wealthy."

Well, 1it’s an interesting commentary.
The Meckienburg drys, in their effort
to maintain a spurious purity in their
own community, have damaged the re-
putation of an innocent neighbor, creat-
ing a situation in Fort Mill 5o intolerable
not even the legitimate tax return from
the illegitimate trade outweighs it.

This, af course, is further ecvidence
of the inevitable corruption that fol-
lows in-the wake of an unenforceable
law. It probably will not impress the
Mecklenburg drys, but it should, for
there is nothing righteous in making
the man next door the victim of your
own family’s thirst.

Of Eailure

of record. thelr pecadillos are yet to
be described in print. Anyone, corres-
pondent or soldier, who was in Norman-
dy knows that there was a dazzling
shower of falling stars there on the
beaches, And, in the Pacific General
MacArthur found it necessary to relieve
a good many high-ranking but utterly
incompetent officers.

The system of war reporting was
basically faulty, for from the beginning
the rigid army and navy rules were ac-
cepted as inexorable. It has always been
standard military practice to stretch
wartime  security censorship to cover
the defections of army and nayy com-
manders. and it is guite true that some
of the records of the Civil War which
might tarnish ancient reputations are
still classified “Top Secret”. But, as Mr.
Mencken said, it is the clear duty of
working newspapermen to fight the sys-
tem “unti] it becomes dangerous”’ and
that was rarely done. Instead, because
they conferred certain benefits. parti-
cularly in:the matter of pooling news so
that all correspondents were protected,
no really concerted effort was made to
batter down the rulings of the brass
hats. B

It i1s true that the American armies
won every campaign they fought, except
the first one. but it is certainly not true
that they won every battle. Yet the gen-
eral impression left with newspaper
readers is that all our high officers were
paragons, that never a foot of ground’
or a single life was lost because of faulty
judgment. The difference between that
conception and the truth, which we may
never know. i3 the measure of the fail-
ure of the press in World War II.

“Like A Governor..”

In discharging his duties as Comp-
troller General of .the United States
dsay Warren has to watch, and meas-
the great flood of Federal money
gushing forth from the United States
ury, and, understandably, the as-
asignment has begun to depress him.
haps that's why the political ob-
ers down in Raleigh decided that he
“talking like a Governor” when he
dressed the Asheville Chamber of
Commerce Thursday night. According to
n Nisbet’s analysis, nobody who only
ted to entertain a group of tired
tmﬁnusmen -would have dwelt so long
nd 5o lovingly on the virtues of North

Well, whatever Mr. Warren's motive
ay have been, hic thoughtful address

cmmem to meet 1is respons mmy
l.he citizens, and he believes the Wash-
7iil continue o expand

until a proper State-Federal balance is
restored,

He is too polished a politician to do
more than imply that he is just the man
North Carolina needs to restore that
balance, but, as he has carefully done
for the last few years. he left the door
open for speculation on his candidacy.
There are those who believe that he will
never desert the security of his present
important post for a plunge into the
uncertain currents of North Carolina
politics, but every time the Comptroller
makes anotier address their number
shrinks. .

Mr. Warren still has a couple of years
left before he has to make a final deci-
sion, and in the meantime there are
plenty of speaking engagements open in
North Caroiina. He 15 in the fortunate
position of being able to stay out of local
pelitics without being forgotten. and we
doubt if the whir of the comptometers
n his Washington office will drown out
the sound of pdlitical opportunity knock-

ing at his door come 1948 ¢

" Deficit Of

ndge Bam Ervin who is scheduied o

. il the unexpired term of his brother,
the late Joe Ervia, in Congress, said:
. “Thereé's one bill that Joe was particu-
ly Xnterested in, one lhat he mtm-

13 pmposal o establish achuol com-
rable to West Point and Annapolis in
hich  to train young Americans for
rs In".diplomacy when they start
eryimportant work. I hope, if I

ur. responslbﬂm«zs as a great
the thick of internationa} at-

81 lus of tramed‘ experx
iable men for various for-

Dlploma?s

advantage in our dealmgs with other
nations untll we correct this situation.
And correct it we must because by force

of the expanding range of weapons,
transportation and communications, we
are in the world fo stay in it
If we had established such a training
. academy for our foreign service soon
after the last war we should not have
had to send General Hurley to China
as our inexperienced representative in
matters of the utmost delicacy, complex-
1ty and importance, nor should we have
had to send there another general, how-
ever wise, to untangle our policy.

- .-Among recent loot, thieves n variois
secuens have carried off a seven-year-

ld_hedge, a municipal Christmas tree,

<2007 colored. l{ght .bulbs and. 50 folding
chairs‘ It or;ﬁxemmns to

tary

cal remsons why
we were caught’
asleep on Dec. 7,
1941, While thig
is important, all
the facts show
that Japan would §

ot

some other. :

place. and if not
wn ec. 7, at
some other time. %
Meanwhile, we
have seized various documents from
the* Japs, showing that this war
w carefully bullt
period of vears and that certain
American munitions makers were
either unsuspecting or deliberate
Jap co-partners.
If we are fo prevent war in the
future—and that presumably is
motive of the Pear]l Harbor
committee—the manner in which

rican business aided the Japs
to prepare for Peari Harbor is
important. We must build up mas
chinery so this doesn't happen
again.

When the Japs. dive-bombed on
unsuspecting  battleships  on
morning of Dec. word
round that they had evolved a
new and powerful fighter plane—
the Zero. All du the early
months of the war, the Jap Zero
was a match, sometimes miore than
a match, for U, S. fighters

MYSTERY CLARIFIED

The mystery of how the Japs
developed their famous Zero is
now in Government files, seized
from the Japanese, and proves to
be no great mystery. The Japs
bought the original Zero from sn

rican company. Chance Vought,

a division of United Aircraft. They
modified it a lot, and the Chance
Vought people now piously claim
it is not their plane; but aviation
experts say that ungquestionably it
gave the Japs a_big lift toward
deveioping their Zero.

At the date of purchase,
there was no embargo, moral
or otherwise, against seiling
planes to Japan, and Chance
Vought violated mo law, though
Secretary Hull  invoked his
meral _embargo shortly there-
after, However, It s import: 1t
to remember that Japan was
then af{ war with China. that
Baron Tanaka and other Jap
leaders were bragging about
plans to conquer all Asia, and
that Henry L. Stimson, as
early as 1931, had tried to
rally the League of Nations to
prevent Japan's conquest of
Manchuria,

The official policy of this Gov-
ernment was to refuse recognition
of Japanese conquest In China.
We had also signed the Kellogg

pect outlawing war. Finally, we
Tea signed the nine-power —pact
guaranteeing China from outside
invasion. Nevertheless, owr mu~
nitions makers not only sold im-
portant war goods to a natlon
which violated all of the above—
but they did so with the okay of
our Army and Navy.

DEATH AND DESTRUCTION

‘Thus the U. 5. Army and Navy
not only put themselves In oppo-
sition to the foreign policy of the

i States’ but they built up

and destruction for
themselves—and the rest of the

B hen the Japs finally

struck at Peart Harbor.

It the Pearl Harbor committee
is- sincere abouf, _getting at Lho.m
responsible for this war., and
venting war in the future, ﬂns ls
something  they might well in-
vestigate,

All e Jap flles.
show that the 5
ested not in commercial, but mm-
tary planes. The files also show
that American munitions makers
were cager 1o get this business,
actually sent experts to help the
Japs manufacture our planes. and
curried favor with the Japs
every possible way. For instance,
in the Jap report quoted below,
the manager of United Alrcraft
talks about a price reduction to
the Japs if taey Ilinally decided
fo buy what later became the
Zero.

JAPS SECRET REPORT

The report. translated from the
Japanese text, was wiitten by Jap

now <el~ed

Tagents in New chh to Tokyo and

i captio negotiations
Chance Vougm i pu)suh Bir-
cratt Navy  Captein  Wat

Gated May 4 36, the report sayst

“l. The recent

up over a’

Dorothy Thomgsan

The Iron Quﬁ“am 0§ Censorship

NEW YORK
IN connection with the preceding
column, regarding the paucity
of information reaching us about
the policies of
the American oc-
gupatlon forces
n

said about
sorship.
Censorship can

cen-

information
al the source,
and thus pre-
venting access to
essential facts.

e American press Is not cen-
sored, but neither are the Ameri-
can people weli informed in crucial
matters of foreign policy. The
facts necessary to the formation
of judgment, while not unknown
to ﬁepartmem§ of our Government,
ar so “privileged”. that only cer-
taln Journalists and only such of
them as are willing to bresk con-
fidences can bring them before the
people.

Thus, the “iren curtain”. which
hides Euvope east of the Elbe
River; Is a curtain only before the
eyes of the people. American dip-
lomatic and  intelligence services
know pretty accurately whet is go-
ing on. Ma idge. for  in-
stance, who went to Romania and
Bulgaria on a special mission for
the President. reported on condi-
tions Uiere, but the report was
never reieased. Since the hupan
mind tends to draw conclusiéns
even from s single fact. such as
the suppression of the report, the
presumption s that it was of such
nature as might disturb our rela-
tions with the Russlans. If that is
the Government's reason, iL would
have been better diplomacy never
to have revealed the fact of Mr.
Ethridge’s mission: the people are
bound. under the clrcumstances, to
suspect things to be worse than
perhaps they are.

THE LEAKS BEGIN

essential’ information s
not accessible even to Congr
fragmenis get out in the form
Jeaks, But this is irresponsible
journalism. dangerous to the ulti-
mate existence of a free press.
Government  officials, themselves
remain = anonymous, use certain
i as mouthpieces. Often
such officials have axes to grind—
(01 Lhemsel\es. U‘I against someone

of the European airplane is re-
markable but Amrrl:n\n make

i best.

"2 The main reason for the

anese Navy spending f-om
to 3 million dollars in Amer~

ica yearly is to promote the

continuous fechnical co-opera=

tion between American manu~
facturers and Japaness coms
panies.

3. About Wright Acronauti-
cal Corp. which has centinu-
ally extended good will toward
Japan. He thinks Japan can
make about 100 Cyclone en-
gines yearly at least and she
can pay iis royalty to the com-
pany.

“4. ¥ any American’ private
company gets release for &
new machine, he wants us to

ommend n to the Japaneso

v promptly.”

In the meantime. atiracting Cap-
tain Wata's interest
Vought V-143 sin~le aeBt fighter.
The reasons are as fol H

‘When, in 'Bmope me Cap-
tain met the arms ker, r,
Gasda, who_ highly )ecommended
this machine to im—it 15 . the
maost  superlor, single-seat . fighter
in the world “especially i both
v.lngs are furnished with ~Aerlikan
ng
space for Ils equipment.... .

“B. In his judgment, even this
machine can't win. 1o _the
competition. bul it Jis-not. ancﬂo\‘
o the .winn

“C. It is nacessal'yv o

iNavy to tm);on tiahter

planes sooner or later despite the

IacQ thatiwe hotight all: kindf
“bomber!

o un
'phnﬂan flying: 'boats: for ‘research
from - them, : but a5

the  fighter

is plenty -of .

my's

urnallst, hungry
Im news, become‘ &5 it were, an
agent In return for special privilege,

In Britain, members of Parlia-

ment can force information into
the light. through their right pui
licly to question Cabinet membe:
We have no adequate substitute
for this. The judgment of Ameri-
can legislative hbodies must be
formed on information wrung by
indlviduals or committees through
contacts with Cabinet s or
departmen! officials, aiso not ai-
ways uncolored and also not under
public scrutiny.,
NO CANDID REPORT .
‘The press itself. reporting from
countries with rigid  censorsaip.
cannet prc<z:nt candid reports. Noi
only are the dispatches of foreign
correspondents rigidly censored in
the Soviet Union and its satellites,
but a self-censorship arises when
newspaper men work under such
conditions, If their reports “fail
t their hosis they be-
non gratae. and are
passpor
leave, :
return visas. 1f 100 many of
them fram a smm paper continue
e ring of propa-
be barred
rxom Sf'ndln’ correspondents at all
Most foreign correspondents are
assigned to areas because of special
qualifications. such ax knowiedge
of the country and Its language,
It the corretpondent loses his
{ulness in the place where he 1o
most fitted to serve. he may be
out of a job.
SECOND-HAND TRUTH
h may get ouly but i
secoud-hand way, Journaelists tell
other journalists outside the things
they know and cannot write: the
outsider writes them, bui cannot
prove them. nor reveal his source.
Journalism then becomes. 1o an cx-
tent, an underground movement.
And i the outside rourn: boldly
comes out with facts slipped him

The People’s Platform

Let John

CHARLOTTE
Since it soems that the local
Police Department 15 the only
group of psople I our fair city
who thinks we have sufflcient
taxicab service. please allow me
to suggest a plan that I thank wilt
bring our law enforcement branch
around to thinking the same as
the rest of us.
T suggest
tries for at

that after a citizen
least 45 minutes to
contact a local taxicab company
and Is unable to due to
the taxlcab company’s telephone

. P S

citizen
© Power busses. let me suggest that-
.-he_try to board any bus. at-the

by his para-imprisoned colleagues.

they mayv be called upon to de-

nounce him as a conditien for con-

tinued permission to stay where

ther are. This 1s what happened

in the case of Wilham L. White.
Al pertinent

n be nvannanﬂd only by
a conspiracy of silence, at what
point is the price too high for a
free people to pay? At what point
do the people become mere sub-
sects of foreign policy, as helpiess
as any ilving under a rigid dicta-
torship?

which cannot endure
ght truth Is dan-
nerous, presuming that the chief
cnd of all our policies is o pre-
sorve the freedom. and welfare of
he people and their civilization.
AT ANY PRICE
Thaps that i3 no longer the
aim: perhaps the only aim is to
preserve peace ai any price. 1f it
one wonders why we fought this
ar. cven then, the people might
betier be clear regarding e price:
vl 2 question
the aim of prace at any

ing peace.
ceed unless t atians  sirong
war are willing
. If the price is to
ome. the ‘end will
i o even  worms
Ssualls turn At seme posnt —
the most izuominous capitulation
which war Isell couid force
These .are observations of gen-
eral application, diected at  no
_one. unless R our own officlals.
who locking secrets i their bos-
oms and making policies which
they apparently dare not explain,
are oreating n public fear  that
things be worse even than
ey obviousiy are,

Law Do It

receiver being off the hook. the
cxw Palice Department be requived
w a cab for him in a rea-
Lauable bt detinite length of time.
10 Lmabh‘ to do so. require the
e Department ta furnish trans-

ation in case of emergencies.
is ob\loua that our Police De-
bages it's argunteht on
lhc iELK that’ more taxicabs would
,cause il additional work. When it
‘comes ta the point where the so-
called “Servants of the People” try
to keep the taxpayers from having
anything sa wvital as sufficient
transportation, jt ts'high time we
have a reshuffle and a new deal

around the table.

—JAMES C. SHERRON
ore &ny well meaning
suggests using the Duke

Square at 5:30 P. M. any day exs
cept Sunday.

It's Time To-

Change ‘Places - -
CHARLOTTE.

“I.am wrmnz this o ‘bringi it to

the ‘dttention . of ‘the mothers and
nd

wives:of returned service ‘men
all other people who  believe in fafrs

e ?m and " Justice, asking them to-
 Jon 2

'mat clears the way. for ccmpeuﬂan in the'
eluminum  industry.” It
Government-owned plants - in Anl
which faced & long: shutdown, can Tiow re«
open under lesze to the Reynolds Metals Co.
1t also means that thres rament-gwned -
emelters in the Pldﬂc Nonhwest to be re-
opened.

The important fact is that at least twlca
as much aluminum will be produced as was -
ever produded hefore in peacetime, ynnldl
and ALCOA are. talking about alumminum
competing actively with other meuls. They
believe that some auto manufacturers will
want to use aluminum mstead of steel in
auto

FREE COMPETITION

This is the kind of competition that 15 at
the base of the American free-enterprise sys-
tem. The threat of competition from alumi-
num should make steel manulacturers and
steel workers think a lttie more earmestly
about composing their disputes.

The author of the victory in aluminum is
Surplus Property Administrator W. Stuart
Symington. At R press conference. Siming-
ton sat down with officials of ALCOA, emu-
lating the llon and the lamb—although
which was which was impossible to tell. since
the atmosphere was one of purring good will.

The good will had come, however, only
after » sHIff baitle that began with an at-
tack by ALCOA on the Surplus Property Ad-

ninistration and a determination to hold
to the position of
With
WOTK.

Co-operating closely with Senator Joteph
C. CMahoney, chairman of a Senate sub«
committee on surplus property, he prepared
a reply to ALCOA. Thanks in largs part to
information supplied by the Anti-Trust Di-
vision of the Departmenit of Justice, it proved
wbea fcrmmlble blast.

PUNCTURED ARGUMENT

that the two companies were
3 st identical groups of
ors. including the heirs of the late
Andrew VK&' on. Symington punctured AL-
COA’s argument that ajummum from Alum-
inum Ltd. of Canada wouid be importsd to
compete with ALCOA's aluminum. He also
produced some devastaling figures on the
price of aluminum between the two Worid
Wars to refute ALCOA's claim that prices
have been moving steadtly downward, To
ALCOA's suggestion that antistrust suits
be called off In return for use of its patents,

Svmington said an &Rbrupt Lo

Although, it was a perfect example of
skillful Government intervention to further
rampm.o , and 1o meke the free-enterprise

v Ixce A thousand and one
ittie, and te
ow out of the

“Benevolent monopaly.”
that challenge, Symington went to

nenefits 10 bus:
OTISHINETS fwrryvxl\"le should
final argument.

Bertram Benadict

It's Time For
Another Round

WASHINGTON
DEMBERS of Congrest nre always stirred
-Y4 up to vote for anu-strike legisiation
when  strikes are oppressing the mnation.
When strikes die dowh mmcauun Is usually
found Lhe better part of ¥
In Junc. 1941, when ne was fevers
ishly strengthening its miilita sources.
& strike tied up a California aircraft factorv
Thereupon the Senate voted for the Connaily
emocrat, Texas) proposal to have the
Gevernment take over strtke-bound- defense
._and by the overwhelming vote of 67
But i the following month. when the
legislation came before the House. there was
no strike crisis: the House rejected the Con-
nally proposal in two declsive votes, 220 to
149 and 255 to 114
STRIKES IN 141
In October and Novembver. 1941, strikes shut
down the “captive” coal mines. Thereupon
the House passed. and by the wide margin
of 232 1o 136, the drastic Smith (Democrat.
Varginia) anti-strike bill. The measure not
only required a 30-day postponement of pro-
Jected strikes and a ballot vote on them,but
also banned any change in open of ‘closed
shop status during the’defénse emergency,
Surisdictional or sympathetic strikes: second-
ary boycotts. mass plcketing. | and criniinalx:
Bun ists or Commiunists :as: uRion officials.
And trade tinlons :were o register and dl:
close their finances:and membership. . When
the Dbill. came .before’ the Sénate, Japmi had
struick at-Pearl Harbor:and: the Administra

tian

tion was:in-process:of wringing the no stril a i

pledge: from: the unions,; mz Senite took:n

action on::the hi Bl ,o other anu-

strike measures: 5
In 1942 relatively few serlmtis“‘smkes brol

 outy and sgitation-for anit}
- dled down But in the Spring
sepmrate strikes wer
s and Job




