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“dollar, to face the pros-
igte loss in order m insure

nd the same thing.
J.E. Barrentine has that sort of cour-
‘age, and, more important. he has the
imkcy to lmpart his vision to his fel-
Jdows. As president of the Charlotte Real
Estate. Board Mr. Barrentine accepted
tesponsibility that went far bevond
presiding at Juncheon meelings and
_making -an occasional speech: he be-
ame an outstahding conimumiy leader,
and he mustered the realtors brhind a
‘esuse they might have heen expected
‘%0 oppose.
;i-No one man. of course. wa
.- gible for the slum-clearance program
that finally bore fruit in 1845 after’
of effort. But it was Mr. Barrentine who
stepped ipto the fight at the crucial mo-
ment, who persuaded his fellow realtors
that they, of all peopie. had an obliga-
‘tion to rid Charlotie of sub-standard
dwellings. And he managed. not only to
Temove the active opposition that might
have been logically expected from prop-
erty owmers who stood tn pay & penaity
under the City's new nunimum-housing

ordinance, but to bring the Real Estate
Board around into active support of the
measure. No testimony offered before
City Council could have been more im-
pressive than Mr. Barrentine's, for he
spoke, not for those who have an ab-
stract tuterest in improving the lot of
the slum-dwellers, but for those who
are willing to spend money Lo do it.

In a good many other matters — the
problem of providing emerpency hous-
ing for returning veterans, for instance
-.he has disptayed the same vision and
courage. and, again. he has been able
tn muster his Board unanmously be-

his ungualified support of “any
measure that will provide housing for
the homeless

Mr. Barrentine has stond, ot fm‘
charity, but far community progress.
ke understands that a city does not
move forward in scgments. but as a
whole, that prosperity, like anvthing
clse. is built from the bottom up.

His tenure as president of the Real
Estate Board is ending now. but during

r of service he made contribu-

v that will stand

for many wears. And perhaps the most

impertant among them v the con-

structive patiern of leadership be lraves
behund for his successors.

From Beity To Savvy

When “Betty” Btark wrote to his old
friend “Bavvy" Cook he was guite frank.
“The Russians had just entcred the war
_&gainst Germany, and “Betty" thought
‘the United States ought to jump in too.
*We shall give aid to Russia.” he wrote.
:*I hope she and Germany may break
upon each other. Europe dominated by
the Communists s no more an at-
tractive picture. in Jjac! less so, than
3 Europe dominated by the Nazis.
Here's hoping we have neither. but
rather that they exhaust themselves.”
Back in those dim days it was quite &
popular view, shared by Charles A. Lind-
bergh,Colonel McCormick of The Chica-
gd Tribune, Senator Robert R. Reynolds
of \North Carolina. Father Coughlin,
Gerald Winrod. and quite a few other.
If “Betty” had been dashing off a per-
gonal letter to an.old college chum. he
would, presumabliy. have been entitled
-~ to express it. But “Betty" was the chiel
‘of the United States Navy and "Savvy
was & captain, which was quite & bit
of rank in those days. and copies of the
Jetter went out as official expressions. if
not of policy, of top-drawer opinion, to
two other flag officers.

As a matter of fact thexe are sl
many who share “Betty's” opinion of the
Russians, and we suspect a good many
of them wear the bright gold stripes of
officers In the United States Navy. It
would be strange if they didn't since the

- ‘man who held every power short of life
and death over them. apparently spent
a good deal of his time passing his views
down to his subordinates.

“Betty's” statement, turned up in the
gourse of the Pear! Harbor probe, isn't

. teresting reading.

particularly starting, but it makes in-
And it, like so much
of the testimony being read into that
voluminous record, illustrates the futil-
ity of the Republican effort to pin war-
zuilt on Franklin Roosevelt. For it de-
velops thal the Chief of Naval Opera-
tions was quite annoyed because his
commander-in-chief kept trying to avoid
conflict while he, himself, kept lonkma
for an incident_that would “create war
psyehology™.

And we keep wondering what sort of
rezction there would be in America if
a Russtan admiral revealed that he had
been sending official communications to
his officers expressing his conviction
that it would have been just as weil,
perhaps even better, if America and
Japan had destroyed each other in the
course of their Pacific conflict.

The reaction would, we susperel. be
quite vioient. and it might ereate just
the sort of war psychology the Admiral
was looking for back in 1941. Not thatl
we attribute any such motive to him
now: clearly he didn't enjoy having that
rarrespondence dragged oul in public,
for, in the matter of the Japanesc at-
tack nn Pearl Harbor, it shows that his
judgement was as dubious in mililary
matters as it was in international po-
lities

But we regrot that nobody on the
Committee asked the admiral how he
feels about the Russians today. His opin-
ion, which presumably hasn't chanped.
would help us to understand why the
Russians keep casting such a cold exe
on our protestations that we are a
peace-loving people.

The Defender's Kudos

The Chicago Defender, a national Ne-
gro newspaper, has announced its an-
nual honor roll of Americans who dis-
tinguished themseives mn 1045 by im-
proving race relations.

It's a good enough list. containing
among its 21 names, those of Navy Sec-
Tetary Forrestal, Interior Secretary
Ickes, President Hylchins of Chicagn
University, Mayor Kelly of Chicano,
Frank Sinatra. Danny Kaye. and Walter
‘Winchell. We have no doubt that all
these citizens have worked hard in pro-
‘noting better race reiations. and that
‘their contribution to the cause has been
_tonsiderable.

But we find it odd that among ail the
‘21 names on the honor roil not a single
‘white Southerner is mentioned. The De-

fender apparently writes off the entire
reglon as hopeless. and can find no sin-
gle worthy effort toward promoting
tolerance in-the arca where the great
Hajority of Negrocs lLive i

Perhaps it's a matier of standards:
he Defender, like most of the Nerro
tess, regards any discrinination, social
a8 well as ecenomic. as rompletely evil
nd rejects the usual Southern com-
promises.

And vet there have been many Snuth-
erners who have, in their own tashion,
made major contributions in the ficld
nf race relations. There are those who
work for abolition of the poll tax. those
who have labored to abolish lynch law,
1hose who have insisted on job-cqualily
far Negroes. 1f these people stop shorh
of the full equality The Dcfender de-
mands, they have nevertheless provided
a greater e 10 @ ercater propor-
tion of the race than has Daniay Kave,
with a radio program “that features a
Negro and ignores racial sternrypes.

Those selected by Tite Defeader have
contributed jargely to the theory of rare

tions. wiile thosr who fipht mtoler-
ance as a practical matter have been
jenored. It costs Dr. Hutchins of the
University of Chicago nothing o cham-
pion the cause of the . but it costs
Frank Graham of the University of
North Caroline a greal deal. And we
have an idea thal Frank Graham's la-
hors are far more valuable to the race,
for he is grappling with the reality of
the Nemro problem while those given
kudos by The Defender are titing fn a
remote. intellectual field, and they are
nat jikely to be strack down by anvithing
mere deadly than an unkind snrd.

From The Louisville Courier-Journal:

Challenge For Reservists

Though' the “gripes” that have heen
oiced by our enlisted men in the war
vould fill great volumes and would
loubtiess scorch the paper on which they
vere printed. it is & usetul thing to sum-
arize them and see how they add up.
tars ‘and: Stripes. has just performed
Bervice, calling upon the Army and
7 1o give serious study to the griev-
with 8 View to promoting demor-

our armed forces.
body who has talked to returning
N knows that the enlisted men

e of thm; feeling can bc laid to
human - cantankerousness. A

the system - which sets un
& privileged class.

that smpression prevails in the mind of
the average enlisted man, and it be-
us as a nation to find a solution.

RE>,[\€ officers should feel a parti-
3 onbligation to study these charges
and (o try lo urge the regulars toward
a soiution, The reserves fcl} heir to a
system which so many enhsted men re-
sent as undeniocratic, and some of them
bore their authority more arrogantly
.than the most unfortunate examples of
Annapohs and West Pomi, The greal
bedy of -reserve officers, however, feit
a closer kinship te thewr fellow civilians
who did not happen to get a commis-
sion. They would serve the Army and
Navy well if they would work out pat-
terns for relationships between ofRicers
and
little ~inequalities that

rankle, . those

“sniall injustices thal aniagonize: young,

mén whé have been

brought
democratic principies, -

up-on

4

" tive financially

men’ which would eliminate those’
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WASHIN
VWHITE HOUSE, sdvisers are
keeping their - lps biittoned

and their fingers .crossed nboub n.

set of highly op~
timistic forecasts
for 1946, They

want to
about them.

If the forecasts
turn out to
correct. the Tru-
man  Administra-
ton will have
an - easier

wages, lngh prof-
employment. pie of
o fow Sirskes m 146,
the economists pri-
vately report: :
Business—The vear 1846 wull be
one of the oSt prosperons In the
nation’s hisio
‘There \\ill he a sharp uptrend in
industri roduction  when  the
recor \'crsiun program begins to hit
its st te Spring, with busi-
ness mu;l[s and consumer demands
fnr post-war goods showing sub-
stantial mcl'ca.ses.
‘The national income will rocket
to one of the highest points in
=tory, rivaling the lush years of
e late 20's.
ployment — Both Gavern-
ment and business experts con<
fidently predirt a sharp up-
trend ‘in employment, despile
the fact that the stoppage of
war eontracts and the closing
of war plants threw mans peo-
ple out of work following ¥-J
Day.

Actuaily, part of this long la-
bor force already has heen
dissolved to a great extent.
Many  of these unemployed
were elderly men who normally
wouldn't have worked during
the war years, and have since
retired from the labor market,
Many wives and daughiers,
also, who were employed
war plants, are returning in
their homes.

n addi college  rnroli-
ments will reach the highest
in the nations history, with
great numbers ex-service-
men taking advantage of ihe
educational benefits under the
G. I Bill of Rights, This will
take many mare off the labor
market,
Besid

unie of
g industries.
ment i1

the Increases in the vol-
oduction by manufactur-
national _emplov-
benefited by
activity in the
due to the

A important factor in the
employment picture 15 the fact that

in the service and
qualified for jobs

ked up
thus be briter
in ind .
The Armyv,” Navy, and Marine
©: . for dnstavec. tramcd large
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1rue af men wained wone  Alr
Corps
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DARK DIPLOMACY
Durnz e jecont Mozcow con-
e State Department Coun-
Ben Gohen breame  terrioly
beoase ihe British had a
lavihly hound. printed
i 6l cvervthing that took
during the preceding “Big
confercnees at  Teheran,
g n v\as neatly

nw hastilv thrown 2o-
eetaer notes, which were nouc tnn
complete, -

Cohen, theicfore, cabled back fo

A eomplete valume of all the pre-

v, Bin Three  disciicio he
flann 1n Mascaw af onee. The
Dearment. hewever, rabled
i chstance:
We can't
seripts Wa
vrst

n

ve vou ail the tran-
havent seen them al}

POTOMAC CRUISE
White House Adviser George Al-
len Thad guite an argument with
his wile hefore she would let him
accompany Truman on the New
Year's weck-end cruise down he
Potomac. Allen had been “suffering
from a bad cold. and his wife was
afyaid the trip might make it worse.
“Don't war Allen told his
wife, “therg’s. n doctor on board
wih us
“Tnevonr enndition,”
Adien, von won't
Anulk need a priest.”

Quote, Unquofe
T aeems to us flementary com-
B mon sense that service in:Con-
gress ought not to be less attrace
to &an able. man
than comparable service .in’ eom-
mercial enterprise.
—Macon, Ga.,, News. .. B

rephed Mrs.
doctor,

..For the sake ot Amictican lives
and thr  restoration: of -tranguility
in the Far East, it would scem par=
~ticularly unfortunatesio daunth any-
program: - af...international - xperi-
ment. sry Japan -
Olymplan.

Dorothy Thompson
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that every act has its inevitable consequence.

the threshold of 8 new year we:have
nnlv begun to comprehend the consequences
of the war just ended and, above all, of the
new weapon which brought the curtain
down.

We In 1946 must accept the consequences
of the pmur of fire and dust that burst over
Hiroshima last August. Thus far the record
fas been of evasion and confusion.

The great opportunity came immediately
after the news fIrst broke. While -people
everywhere stood in startled amazement,
there was & chance to appeal to men’s minds
and hearts in the awful llght of a radiance
undreamed of before.

LOST OPPORTUNITY

That opportunity was missed. The whole
slory of why it was missed has never been
tald. Tt is Jinked with tne drama of Roose-
velt's death.

We are still a little numb from the ham-
mer-beat of history. Think of it! Think of
the President in a fourth term—a longer
trrm of service than gziven by anv other
prmncnv vears more crowded 1han any

©oens
mzv AL Warm Spruigs © iddenly o
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