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3 an’t esclpe the fesling that the
igation. of the United Nations in

be—is as unreal and as irrelevant

an 3

JAll the trappings of world government
‘are coming into focus; the horseshoe
tables; the delegations earnest'y jockey-
1ny .for parliamentary advantage, the
eighted down with
“Indivisibie”, “fra-

method of preserving the peace, but
consclous that the hope of ‘the

But here in America, even though the
pers prominently display the cor-

upon the actions of ‘he Assembly, it ail
seems remote, unrelated to the main
stream of Amencan life. an abstraction
¢ discussed by intelligent
people. but never with heat or with

on. .
_We have sent our representatives to
- London. and armed them with consider-
able power. but the first vital question
* to face the Assembly is decided by Pres-
ident Truman in Washington. casually.
st a press conference. The United States
“will, of course, retain under its sover-
eignty those captured bases it deems
essential to its security, he said. and his
. statement Is consxdercd here as though
it had nothing to do with the UNQ, and
is generzlly approved. No Congressman
srises to protest, or even to point out
that & principle has been enunciated that
“will apply equally to all members of the
UNO, permitting any nation to deter-
mine, without interference or discus-
sion, what &reas, now conguered or to
be conguered in the future, it must
control in order to feel secure.

Yet it is not the President’s pronounce-
“ment that disturbs us and leaves us with
this feeling of unreality. It is the absence
of debate, the lack of public interest,
the calm atmosphere of passive agree-
ment that means only one thing
Americans regard the United Nations.
not a5 & base upon which a real world
organization can be erected. but as a
complete and final entity as it now

nds, -
The New York Fimes is delighted with

Ever since Walter Reuther, speaking
‘on behalf of the United Auto Workers
in the General Motors strike, involved
that wage dispute with economic prin-
ciple, there has been a growing tendency
$0 regard all current labor troubles as
a2’ contest between giant corporations
bent on desu—ayms the system of col-
Jective bargaining and power-drunk la-
‘bor unions bent on socializing industry.
This view, generally accepted by the
extreme right and the extreme left,
‘probably contains an element of truth
when applied to certain specific cases.
and yet it is difficult to adjust it to the
‘coming strike in Big Steel. From the be-
ginning, both Philip Murray of the Steel
‘Workers and Benjamin Fairless of Unit-
ed Btates Steel have confined their pub-
Hc statements to the wage issue, and
even as the negotiations finally col-
lapsed yesterday there were no ideolog-
jeal asides to becloud the fact that the
company and the union simply couldn't
find common ground between the 15
cents an hour offered and the 25 cents
demanded.

By the time this appears in print, it
1s likely that a great roar will have gone
up from both canips, and the-charges
being tossed around in the General Mo-
tors strike will be spilling over into the
steel dispute. But, it is clear that com-
pany and union, acting in good faith,
_ went just as far as conecnva bargaining
“could take them.

‘,Nofes On The UNO

the definition of UNO as “A town meet~
ing ‘of the world”, and rules out the pos-
sibility that from the meeting there
will grow in time a federation empower-
ed to settle international differences
without recourse of arms. But, without
that stated goal the United Nations Or-
ganization embodies no real hope. for
it can never be more than a convenient
place to exchange diplomatic notes.

If the United Nations is to become,
in fact, the hope of the world, it is al-
ready clear that the member rations
must surrender some part of their na-
tional sovereignty. This cannot be done
quickly, quietly and simply—it will come
only after vears of struggle and violent
debate, and yet, except in such unlikely
places as the columns of the New Yorker
the issue has not yet been raised in
America.

The question of a powerful federal
union of the American states was de-
bated for 75 years. and finally settled
by & Civil War. There were good. honest,
elaquent men on both sides of the ques-
tion. 'As iate as the 1820s Randolph of
Roanoke was proclaiming: “Asking one
of the states to surrender part of her
sovereignty is like asking a lady to sur-
render part of her chastity.”} Political
parties were built around the issue, and
the future course of the nation was
charted in its settlement,

That is the atmosphere in which the
extent of our participation in the United
Nations Organization must finally be
determined: the degree of sovereignty
we abandon must be measured and
shaped in a great partisan debate, a de-
bate that leaves the issue sharp and
clear before the American people.

And, since we have not yet had the
argument we cannot yet have reached
an agreement: our passive acceptance
of membership in the United Nations
Organization does not indicate nation-
al unity of purpose: our representatives
in London cannot proclaim our willing-
ness to sacrifice our national rights so
that universal rights may be compound-
ed into law, for we have never been
asked to give them up. And it is this,
we think, that will soon doom the UNO
—it might survive dissent, it might even
BUTY another war. but it cannot sur-
vive the complete apathy of the Ameri-
can people.

Free Enterprise At Work

Mr. Fairiess. in rejecting President
Truman's 18':-cent compromise, per-
haps showed a greater degree of stub-
borness than did Philip Murray, who
finally accepted it, but, as he pointed
out in his final statement, he -had
reached his limit when he came up to
15 cents. And, of course, Mr. Murray
could logically point out that the Pres-
ident has offered to raise the ceiling on
steel to compensate for the wage ine
crease, and that he had made no ob-
jettion, an action which represented a
considerable triumph for the company.

The steel strike is a tragedy, of course,
for delay in settling it will also mean
a delay in settling all the other labor
disputes now crippling the whole re-
conversion program. But now, at this
last minute before the union and the
company bring up their heavy propagan-
da batteries and the air is filled with
{lying balf-truths, it is well to consider
that both parties to it tried honestly
1o prevent it.

And. before either party is prejudged
in the light of the public's bitterness at
being deprived of essential goods, it
would also be well to remember that
here in the United States an employer
still has a right to offer any wage he
deems fair, and an employee still has a
right to refuse to work for it, That is
what is known as free enterprise. and,
like all enduring principles, it stands
even when it js inconvenient.

From The Louisville Courier-Journal:

‘The condition and sorrows of the bur-
ley tobacco grower pose a tough problem,
. which is 85 much a human one as it is
agricultural or economic., Everywhere one
- looks, there is the complication of human
~ nature.
Kentucky is up to its-ears in burley
this year, and although some farmers
. g&nd thelr spokesmen seem unwilling to
admit it, this fact is bound to be'related
%0 the steady decline in prices as the
great tawny flood pours unto the auction
floors. True, other suspicions as to the
reasons for falling prices are being aired,
things like a buyers' conspiracy and of-
ficial apathy if not ill-will and inevitab-
1y the contumacy of OPA, but these are
standard accusations which-are just as
likely -t0"be false 2s true at any given
moment.-The diagnosis that seems to be
ssoundest. fs reported from emergency
conferences of tobacco growers at Shel-
yvﬂle and Cynthiana, to the effect that
production-control program has
baen loosely administered and that mat-,
ters are not going to be mended until
something is done about the illegal to-
eo, planted in excess of allotments.
is. where human nature enters
tire. When tobacco hits 50 cents
pound, or even considerably less. a
ean afford:to pay the present 10-
penalty on:excess: production and
aké his profit, and this 15 what
:happen. The man with
1! aliotment of no allotment; at all
why He shouldn't’ geh in on

The Problem In Burley

the golden flood as well as his nelgh-
bor who perhaps has been longer in the
game. And so the stock piles grow.

The natural answer, as the growers
themselves have suggested, is to reduce
acreage allotments and increase the
penalty on excess tobacco. But here
again we find that the economic equa-
tion is distorted by human nature. For
while it is deemed qguite wise to balance
supply and demand by reducing bugley
acreage we are reminded of proposals
to increase the acreage of flue-cured or
bright-leaf tobacco, grown in the Caro-
linas and Georgia, which obviously would
create a competitive disadvantage for
the air-cured leaf. If, however, reduction
of burley is opposed on this ground, one
wonders where the competition of vol-
ume will bring all producers in the end,
except to the 8-cent tobacco of their
nightmares.

It all seems to-add up to a necessity
of re-examining the entire situation of
tobacco production in the United States,
from local allotments to a fair division
of types .based on experience and re-
quirements. The war has thrown many
things awry, even io the world's taste
in cigarettes, and what is going on right
now in Kentucky may be the labor pains
of a new system of production and dis-
tribution and of a’ scheme of planning,
in which all the.remedies so far sug-
gested will be only the beginning.' In

a sharper eye to the-excess look nke good

+ stopgaps

the meantime, reduction of acreage and
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well probably
his memolrs, w]
But “some day ne|

telling  what

knows about the

Chinese situation.

I so, it will be

much more il- €

Juminating than

what General Pat

Hurley had to

say late last year.
Stilwell's _ideas

are especially in- X

teresting in view

of the truce just patched up in

China by General Marshall. Vines

gar Joe is afraid it won't last long.
Last week, before leaving far

San Francisco and a new assigd-

ment, Gen. Stilwell did talk s

little to a friend. On the subfect
of Pat Hurley, Stilwell remarked:
“When Hurley first came I felt

of his

well tell the. Generalissimo what
do. and then we'll explain to
hlm what the United States will
do." Hurley said. Two dayvs later,
after a_ couple of those banquets
the ‘GIMO’ knows how 1o are
range so well, Hurley was eating
out of the hands of the GIMO and
T. V. Soong (Chiang's brother-in-
law).” .
Before he went {o China,
Stilwell had insisted on being
military commander.
however, he
!mmd hlmselr balked at every
Of 243 divisions in Chi-
Ar‘m!cs, he was given
¥ two ragged, unequipped
divisions. The rest of Chiang's
Army either loafed around in
china or was up north fighting

the Communists.
“In 1943, the GIMO decided
that China would let the Allies

win the war Stilwell said,
“and that's just about what
happened.”

He added that it wasn't all di-
rectly the fault of Chieng Kai-
Sheii. Chiang would send 8 mes-
sage to-some local chief. asking
for two divisions, and the Jocal
chief would reply that he could
have the men but not the sup-
plies. Then, after sending the men,
he would send a message to the
Japs that the lines were pretty
week at the spot from which the
men had just pulled out.

NAZIISM IN CHINA

Stilwell could not get enthusts
astic about the recent truce an-
nounced between Chiang and the
Chinese Communists. “The GIMO
has been making and breaking
promises for 25 vears.” he sald.

“The United States is the only
reason ‘hie's in power today, and
if the United States should say to
Chine, “we don't like the kind ox

Government you have here
camce 108 oo mach ke the mum
Government—and we won't help
you until you change that form
of Government' why that guy
Chiang wouldnt be able to get
two blocks from his house.

“It's Nazilsm all over again—

2 dictatorship at the top by

the GIMO with the same sorl

of economic base we fought in

Japan

“as for the question of per-
mitting the Communists to re-
tain their Army, why there’s
no difference between it and
the GIMO's Army. His Army
it a National Army — it's
strictly an Army of the Na-
tionalist Party, just as much
political a8 the Communist

Ar

Stitwell  said e had never
gone to North China to sce the
arcas under Communist control:
not_because he didn't waot to,
“because 1 would have heen thrown
out of China that much sooner.
To iliustrate his point that the
Chinese don't ike Chiang and de=
serve something better. he recailed

that in & village not far from
Chungking, a rumor spread in
1943 that Chungking had fallen

to the Japs. At once, signs read-
ing “down with Chiang Kal-Shek”
appeared throughout the village.
When asked if that might not have
been inspired by Jap agents, Stil-
well snorted
“Not at all
poor  people
have to pay

" he replied. “Those
simply don't like to
the tax on thetr land
cars ahead—end they don't
o have to pay an annual tax
on their Jand four times-a year."

NOTE—Maury Maverick recently
reported to President Truman that
the Chinese had signed 2 secret
agreement with the Russians, giv-
ing far more trade rights
than Americans—despite the ships,
the Alrplanes and the munitions
we have turned over to Chiang
Kai-Shek.

VETERANS' PROBLEMS

Lt~Col. R. P. Bronson. chief of
the confact and service branch
of the Veterans' Administration,
blinked when he was handed
telegram from a_distressed veteran
the other day. It read:

“Assistance needed stop Brother
murdered here Dec. 26 stop Reply

by wire.”
Col, Bronson instructed an alde
to phone the Veteran's home city
and see that he was given fm-
mediate help. Then he continued
to leaf through -the dally file of
pleas that come to his desk.
It's all in a day's work! he
safd.  “But Il admif that one
had me stumped for a while,
> and varled are the SOS

sppeals the Veterans' Administra-
atin receives from men wearing
the discharge insignia. They range
from vets wanting to get traffic
tickets “fixed” to those. who.want
to adopt children, purchase :new
sutomobiles, or get ligor . licenses.
“We're ' the  ‘ittle -‘mother’
agency o - fthe . Government,”
sald the colonel, a two-fisted
oversens veterans ‘with .asense
of humor and four baftle siary
on his campaign . ribbons. W,

" please
would make I ‘a.lol easier: on’
us_If ‘Some _of our.correspond=
ents - rédlized - that': thelr - off<
+the-frack . problemb  hinder: the
handing’ of “thousands' of l!‘l-
timate requests- from:men seek
Ing_benefits under the GI Bl
of - Rights: and *s6 " on. 1
they ask us to find {hem

that: zort’ of  stumps: us.®

The People’s Platform

The 139th Birthday Of Robert E. Lee

By MRS. J, R. CARSON

CHESTER. S. C.
LEE. though dead, still liveth. His
spirit Hveth in the hearts of
all who admire greatness and good-
ness when allied and intellectual
strength and associated with moval
purity, His greathess was consist-
ent, it was characterized by falth:
by love of truth, by perfect repose,
Through him there arose a union
of thought and sentiment that uni-
ted more hearts and more minds
than will ever be known.

What more can any one say than
has already been said? the
Memorial Chapel on the campus of
Washiugton and Lee University, at
Lexington, Virginia, is this inscrip-
tion: "To the glorious and immor-
tal memory of General Robert E.
Lee unsurpassed es a wairior, -he
was 1o less conspieuous as a com-
plete and perfect model of a’ true
gentleman. His mind will endure
forever in the memory of all who
respect and admire true nobility
of character.”

BRITISH TRIBUTE

The following tribute was paid

him Lord Wolseley, Comman-

v
der-in-Chief of the British Army: -

“I have met many of the great
men of my time but Lee alone im-
pressed me Wwith the feeling that I
was in the presence of & man
who was cast In a grander mould
and made of different and flner
metal then any other man. He is
stamped upon my memory &s a be-
ing apart and superior to all others
in every way, a man whom none
I ever knew and very few of whom
I have ever read are worthy to be
Classed.”

Everywhere and always the spirit
of Lee will endure, {or as & writer
hes sald: "He had God In his
heart, not so much the God of
power or the God of Justice, or
even the God of Beauty, but the
God of life, tempering the auster-
ity of virtue, sweetening the bit-
terness of fallure, above all, breath-
ing love-kindness into the intoler-
able hell of war.

“LEE THE EDUCATOR”
The same spirit that gave the

great Confederate Leader endurance *

during the war, followed him back
into clvil life where he became “Lee
the Educator,” and here his real
great is revealed in his own
word: I shall now devote ny
remaining years to training young
men to do their duty in lif

A Northern man, Mr. Edgar J.
Rich of Boston, sald: "I conceive
as vears pass Robert E. Lee will
hold a place in the hearts of the
people of this country, North and
South, equal to that held by any
American, I will not be because

of his marvelous military skill,
great as it was, greater than that
of any soldl between Napoleon
and Foch, a skill which was worth
100,000 troops to the gallant Army
of Northern Virginta. It will not
be because of his achievements. It
will be because of the grandeur and
sublimity of his character. Never
throughout his life was a single
act intluenced in the slightest de-
gree by self- mercsc . When
clouds of conflict nesr, he, &
colonel of cavalry, ls offered the
command of the Army of the Uni-
ted States. The great prize of
soldier’s ambition i within reach.
He intensely loves the Union in
whose service he has won distinc-
tion, He knows that only too weil
that in the end the North, with its

uniimited resources must prevail.

But Virginia, his beloved Virginia,
is about to secede. His first loy-
ally is to the State. At West Point
he was taught that a slate had the
right to withdraw from the Union
without being in rebellion. When
the State withdraws it is his duty
to go with it. He declines the of-
fer and resigns from the army.
Then follow four terrible years of
war, durlng which he inflicted far
.reater losses than he suffered.
But whether in victory or in de-
feat, his great qualities of mind and
soul shone forth resplendent, If
v was hls, the praise was given
to others; if defeat came through
fallure of his subordinates, he ac-
cepted the responsibility.”

N} OF STRIFE

“The end of strife comes. His
first message is to his dear people
of the South. for whom his heart
bleeds; ‘Henceforth conduct your-

selves as true loyal American!” His
pmpertv had been swept away. Of-
fers of all kind come to him. We
can imagine with what scorn he de-
clined the offer of the Presi-
dency of an insurance company
at a salary of $30,000 a year when
told that the company did not ex-
pect him to perform any service,
but merely to give the use of his
name. Then comes the ofter of the

presidency of Washingten College ”

with a salary of $§1500 a year.
This he accepted, hoping that he
might be of some service to the
young men of the South in the up~
building of Christian character nnd
in impressing upon them the d
of loyalty to the united country

The person who could so impress
himsel{ upon his nation, making all
others trivial beside him, and yet
die without an enemy. such & m:
such a soldier, such a heart mus
have been great 1nd2cd great be~
yond the power of any laudation.
The spirit of such an one can
but endure.

H1S STATURE GROWb

Tt is said that the further we
g0 from most men, the smaller
they become, but the further we
go from General Lee the greater
his statue becomes. He was as
gresat in peace as in war &nd it was
his constructive genius during the
war's aftermath that he beckons
to emulation in the South today.
In life and character he embodied
the noblest ideals of the.old South.
His spirlt, on this his one hun-
dredth and thirty-ninth birthday,
will live in the tomes of time as
they shall unfold their pages, rich
with virtues, to the eye of the
yet unborn

“"American-Type Smile”

By J. F. W. DAVIS

BESSEMER CITY

The American must be true and
loyal to our Government and lts
Army and Navy and Alr Force and

arines and the American public,
and what it stands for is true, pure
and freedom.

‘We people want service with ]abor
and its rights, which has been over-
ran snd crippled our output we
need so bad. Wages are a birthright
and I think our Government ought
to step in and take over ail manu-
facturers and put them under Civil
Service Laws as it does the stamps
and mails, and with its Army re-
place the jobs with returning men
from the war and let the Dago
Jews go to Hell, as we people are
fed up with Jews in power in the
U. 8. A,

If the Communists don't like our

ke time with my makeu
f I were: mlxzrned and: t

‘a) yone« Jot

1 gat me!

wages then let them go back to
country they come from as we ave
overrun now with low breed from
the old weak-minded people from
the old country. What we pure, true
laboring people want s peace, hap-
plness, with kindness snd a big
American-type smile, with God in
our mind.

I say Communists and Jews are
bringlng on another war and -try
like hell to gobble up all manu-
facturers and ruling power,
many done a good job when they
cleaned up the Jews. Thank God
for that, as we have to do the very
same thing. .

Please print this and put my name
on it. I ran for the House of Repre-
sentatives last time and didn't get
elected.

NOTE: We canL understand it--"

Eds,, The.New:

“Te Have A Home
To Come To ... "
LOTTE

CHAR!
wish to coiigratulate you OXI
editorials you ran
s on_Charlotte's housing Alt-
uation. I'm veteran -and . was
here before the war broke out:and-
still have no place: to:live.
What did.we fight:for?
& home: to’ come 0" of
was it strikes?

To_have
not?.-Or

umutmnbt
Lelt ls ﬂle delusion o{ the peﬂecubﬂ!ty
soclety.

thelr !ellow-mvelers belleve humen: m,‘
l-!mzenlnl dix perfected < in m

ROSE-COLORED GLASS!:S

Even when they go to Russla, they hﬂ to
see the glaring and obvious human
fections. To say that they wear rme-od-
ored glasses is a childish understitement,

They would reshape America in this same
pattern  of imagined perfectibility. They
work in the labor movement, often tirelesaly
and earnestly, but always within their own
Irame of reference,

They would press down the great mould
of communism., shearing away every vestige
that failed to conform. So many drives—
p&rﬂy idealism, partly frustration, partly

ntricity—feed the deluaion of perfecti~
bmty achieved through f

‘These deluded people bellev: their opportu=
nity will come in a “revolutionary situation,”
foreshadowed, perhaps, by the triumph of
Soviet arms throughout the world. The
Communist line in America today is “bring
the boys back home” This fits perletny
into & program to reduce America to impo~
tence.

Next, take the extreme Right. If the
extreme Left belleves in an impossible per-
fectibility in an unattainsble future, the ex-
treme Right believes in an equally impossible
perfection which existed in a past that never
was.. If only, say the extremists of the Right,
we could go back to that past, we should be
perfectly happy.

THE DREAM PAST

One explanation may be their own Inse-
curity; their fear of losing what they have
devoted their entire lives to putting together.
They labor under the delusion that if we
could only-go back to that dream past, all
would be well again.

There would be 1o unions, na challenge to
their authority, All Americans would again
be equal. Each man would dig and delve in
search of his own fortune.

Prof. Harold Laski came to New York re-
cently to tell us that there is no middle wa:
that the enly choice is one extreme or the
other. I think he it wrong. I belleve the
great mass of Americans still hold to the was
of compromise and understanding, rejecting
the illusion of a perfectibility that ignores
the frailties and ailures of human beings, &
cepting the need for change and adjustment
in_the age of the machine.

But this is no guarantee that we will get
reasonable compromise. The forces of des
feal and destruction are peraistent and de-
termined fn this fateful moment.

Samuel Grafton
Waiting For
The Blow-Off

NEW YORK
of the financlal pspers are printing
little storv about the flour millers:
four millers being. us 1 understand it. gerftie-
men who devote their lves,
for sume reason. to grind-
Ing Wheat. It is a dreary
tale, lacking in sex inter-
est and sustained dramatic
construction, and yet per-
haps it Is worth Kicking
around here for a minute
or twoi youll see why.

The story tells us that
flour miilers are rather in
trouble. They are used to
selling this- product four
months In advance of de-
ivery, which means (ac-
cording to the Wall Straet
Journal that they have to’ know what the
price of flour is going to be four months
ahead of time. It is at this point that many
& flour miller begins to resemble a trapped
antmal, with hot eyes darting this way and
that.

For the millers have been recetving a Gove
ernment subsidy of 80 cents a sack. to keep
the f bread down: but Congress has
failed to renew subsidies, and these expire
on June 30. Who pays the 80 cents?  Will
the millers be allowed to_Taise prices to
1o make up the difference? They don’t know.
It is true that price control also expires:on
June 30. But it-may 1t
may not be. At any rate. tl i
that while, waiting to find out; the millers
will not be able to sign’contracts for. the sale
of flour. They may spend four montha:look= *
Ing out.of ‘their windows. and wondering why -
they--hadn't:-become dentists, or: something.

THE DARK PATCH :

“Fhe story, though net_ thtillinig, 15 imports
&t because 1t:is:that famous dark patch in
the sky.-no: bigger: than a ‘man's hand.’ It
is:the. first:of ‘many suich stories of business
disorder-which will pile UD s We_eome nesrer
the date when ‘controls are scheduled: e

OM:
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VE’I’ERAN i

Quote, Unquote

DURING the last yea.r
ve: ‘actuelly knew. more about

the Japanese than. th:y knew about.

the war,




