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n veteran, coming back
e, add looked to Wash-
‘with this problem or

'8 sencies, all prying into your
_problems, all tied up with the incvitable
mmt red tape. You'd find these

i Committes on In-service Rehas
bittation.

1L Mmmmwr n! Veteran's Affafrs.

3. Becre!
: S.Bmtlry nl Nm .
4. Chatrman of Wer Manpower Com-
misslon. N

T Department of Commeres.
- A. Committes for Economic Davelop-
ment,

B, Research Divislon.

at that question, the White
House indicates its bellef that Germany
1z ready to crumble by bidding Mr.
Byrnes farewell. And we have no doubt.
that the pleas will be heard, shortly, for
every American to stick to his job, that
the war in Europe fs not done, and that
Japan looms large on the horizon.

Nice And Quiet

There’s one charge the men’overseas
ean’t bring against us—that, at a time
when Europe is sounding its death rat~
tle, we Charlotteans back home are
playing politics aa usual. A few among
us may be making themselves more ami-
able than thelr wont, with a view to get-
ting elected to some office, but the
citizenry at large dlsplsys, with the
primary less'n a month off, a decided
apathy.

This comes about, we belleve, because
the war naturally towers over all lesser

©. Publie
D, Offica of Voeauan Rchuhmunnn

IV. Department of ubur
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Nz muve Office of the President.
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4 War Manpower Commission,
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d. WMC Reglonal Officss,
W'MO Sl& 0{ Soﬁ

g U B. mplcymam ﬂervlm.
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h. ‘Bureau or 'Pmmln,m
5. War Production Board,
§. War Shipping Admintstration.

VR Vetorads Administration,

- Dpsriment nl Axﬂmltuu
A, War Food

and because there real-
ly aren't any hot issues. There. are, to
be sure, two factlons: the Iron Dukes
and the Blocss of Granite, and they
and their followers engender some sug-
gestion of rivalry and hold powwowa and
go through meneuvers, But they seem
to have found & patch of common
ground in their taclt agreemenht upon
Baxter for Mayor.

Furthermore, the elimination of elec-
tion-by-wards has calmed things down
somewhat. There'll be no mora of thoae
private head-to-head contests ataged
spart from the mein show. Instead, the
:even high men, clty-wide, witl be our
next Councllmen, and if there 1s a good
anongh selectlon to choose from, o good
enough council wll result.

Other than the ability of those wmen,
there fsn't another issue, nor does one
appear to be fomenting. There's nothing
much crying for reform, no Outs waft-
ing to geb back In, no high-taxers vs.
Tow-taxers, no contvoversy over morality
or the tarlff and no high-powered ma-
chines.

Looks, in swm,
ton, For that reason,
pretty satisfactory one.

& very dull elec-
ought to be =

Answer In Kind

Federal Judge E. Yatea Wabh, after n

"B, Estendon. Gervice,

SOIR Mlmd Retirement Board.
A. Bureau of Employment and Claims,

X. Civil Bervice Commission.
A Bxamining and Personnet Utilization
Diviston.

B, Utliisation and Employment of Vet-
erans.

V-E Prelude

The reslgnation of Jimmy Byrnes is
an infallivle slgn that Washington sees
the immediate end of war In Europe.
It dares not zay 5o, but the departure
of & fop war executive 13 proof enough
‘fot us. Mr. Byrnes as much as sald so,
in declining to stay on to take charge
of reconversion. And this polnts up once
mcre the uncertainty, the vaclllation,
wiich has marked Washington man-
‘power policy throughout the war.

o one can deny that the Admintstra-
Hlon, faced with the nigh-impossible taslk
of creating, supplying and fighting a
fares . capable “of whipping halt the
‘world, has conducted ltself superbly. The

sccomplishment, certeinly, s without

paraliel in.the history of warfare. Buf

:;:e never been able to puzzle out just
P

high policy

‘planned their jobs.

We've been pulled this way and that.
‘There has béen backing and flliing, par-
ticularly with respect to manpower and
the draft. There have been scasons of
optimizm, pessimism and studled quict
in ‘Washington. The Administration has
dailied with its manpower policy, and
24} dallies. It has boomed for more
manpower, and cut back ita demanda.
3t baz cut production, and shortly re-
- @ombled it. And perhaps such sec-sawing

:"ing what they are. But itz been & storm
of goufusion, and valldates a good deal
of Republican criticism that the Admin~
4stration didnt know what it wanted
ia manpower leglslation.

At thls moment, with Congress atill

dunnx the war. I da nat belicve

the history. of mankind o great war
&ver betm 50 splendidly and :uoccs.sx Y
the present war has been waged by
of Gtates. The President has mads
lously sucossaful civil and mititary
Mo bas actomplished this on demo-
E;m i pursusnce of dsmo-

ﬂu: at this late date In the war,

Gur Army nml N&V)’. our

ait meem

‘wma inevitable, requirements of war be- °

the bench, Is nol easily
surprlsed, But this week's case of the

“Reverend Bamuel Kelly Brazll stumped

him., He !s quoted as saylng that the
case wes the strangest of hia career,

The minlster was charged with send-
ing extortionary leiters through the
malil, threatening letters, He had sent
one to himself. It was & business about
threata to burn down the Firat Baptist
Church of Thomasboro, of which the
Reverend Brazil had been pastor for ten
years.

And, when Judge Wobb had expressed
his amazement, he passed a sentence
which betitted such a curlous case: he
suspended §udgment upon the condi-
tlon that the minister not engage in
further religlous activity within Meck-~
lenburg County. For the Judge had
been assured that the Reverend Brazil
was alréady set up In Greensboro —
where he could no longer vex Mecklen=
burghers.

The judgment strikes us ag being as
strange as the case itself. For, you see,
1t solves nothing, It looses the defendant
upon Gullferd County, and returns him
to the singular kind of minlstry In which
he engages without even 2 reprimand,
Just so long ss he plies his trade oute
slde the county borders, understand, the
court will not concern itself with him,
We wonder how the good folk of Guil-
ford will accept the verdiet,

Asked for an opinion, quiz kld Kup-
perman says, “I think they just don't *
transport meat shipments to the right
places.” Spoken like the free American

\and hungry small boy.

Statesmen At

fertous, faostious and comio ezcerpts from the Congressfonal Record),

The broadeasters move o eliminato
the middle commercial from thelr news,
It is felt by many that this will clear
up that stomech distress withaut taking
the tablets in question.

orlk

Justly be made agalnst any of them,
Likewise, Mr. President, our manufactur<
€15, our laborers, and our farmers have also ..
done "a wonderfully prodyctive job, We.
have ralsed more food, wh have produced

+ more. war materlal, certainly more effective

war material, than all the rest of the world -
together, perhops. It In true that there hag” ~
been o strike here and there; it a trus that
there have been labor troubles ocoaslonally;
it s true that'wo might have dons better °
in some particulars; but, taking it all 4n all,
no workers, no manufecturers and no farm-
ers in all the histary of .the world have aver
accomplished so much sa have .our workers
and manufecturers and farmers durlng this -
resuita In the producticy

materiala and 00 in Atmorica. bave ‘}:r el
cecded not only the results obtatned by other
Dationa but have far surpassed anything we
havs ever mecompiished In our history.

The war is nearly over. Why 11 thia firms

‘Then he* And
with - considerable vehemence, he - re-:
marked , that it was about tm the
United Btates Argenting
‘nnd forced it to join the A!llu Btdln'l
~eyes flashed when he talked of Argentin’and he seemed
w believe that the United Btltel hld Nmpkh control

f the American continent. .

Concheso ﬂnt was

a long way off from the U, 8. A. and that the United
.. Statés took pains to respect the Independence of Latin
American states. But Stalin seemed unconvinced,

Stalin’s Border Sfates

Since then, evidencs Lsa increased that the Seviet
comilders (1) Latin America as & bloo which will sivays
vote with the Unlted Siates; (2) emaller nations close
1o¥% i pomer an' legitimato- oateliten of hat power:

For instance, when Winston Chuschlil visited Mon-
cow last Summer, Stalin wn very lr-nk in uylnx that
Russia munt have a series bar-
T Botuna, Fowmatis, Pinlendeahich wers itlendly t2’
her, He madc it plain hat the Bovist would net
talerate for a minuto & government In thees bordering
statca which did not co.operato with the USSR,

Since then, Stalin has changed the government of

hile
things his own way. aolyrnuwunt

J!m.my fully expected to rotire as war mobmhr Just
before Christmas. Then cams the Belglan bulgs ‘coyms
ter-nttack and it looked as if the war would bs prow
longed. So he atayed on. In January, Byrnes was Teste
less mgain, didn't confer with ‘the President excopt by

House. This coolness seemivd “healed when FDR took
Byrnes to Yalta. Politically, it waza one of the, nmimt
things the President ever did. For Byrnes came
to give Senators a close-up, Yavorable pleture of !hlln
and WhM went on there,

he was away, kot v, Byrnes’ old Bomth' Care

telephone, though his office is in ‘one wing of the.White

&R Y. o7,

“Fim. said tn-his letber. that X should .change the' baby‘!
name to Samuel! That's' for Jim's sergeant—his . colonel

Remenla when 1t sulted him, has forced the Allics to
accept ihe Pollth Lublin government, and has caused
a government turnover In Finland,

So the coldly realistic Stalin figures thlt the tactica
he employa with his nelghbors are employed -also by the
U.B.A, with its neighbors; and if not, then it's this
country's fault, In fact, his only complaint to the Cuban
Ambassador was that the United States dldn't crack
down on Argentins.

Byrnes Steps Out

For a long time, sofe-spoken little Jimmy Byrmes,
the President's all-round handyman, has been wanting

. © Sexz

Di5 CITADSL.
PEY VILL NEFFER
INVADE&/

Iie weve:
nllnn lrlend Bernic Baruch, loveled a few barbs nt him,

demend a tough manpower bill and crack down on other
civiiian war laxity,

Actually, those who have waiched Byries work
know that behind his soft-spoken Saum Clmllnl charm
he has been a lot tougher than most le relished, that
he has alaved day and night, that hn hl«l trodden on
pecplel toss to right and left if it would help win the

BuL now that the war {2 going wcn Jimmy feels hia
Job 15 done. And, net too happy with his Chief, Bymnes
is getting out.

§

VB CAN HOLD
OuP FOREFFER

ERE)

Let's Postpone The Conference
By Marguis Childs A

WASHINGTON

F it were not obvious before, it 1a now perfectly clenr

that, the 8an Franclsco conferencs must be post-
poned, 1 say that knawlng very well how extonsive
ave the preparations siready made for
that eonclave of statesmen.

t wold have been difficult under
any circumstaces to reach an egress
ment short of weekn of debate, That
debinte would probably have occurred
Just as the war reached ita climactlo
end.

Now with unhappy neptitudo |
comes the dirclosure thnt Russia and
{ho United slates lntend to ask *for

hree votes ench in the United Na-
o assembly, They ngreed to thab
secretly ab Yalta,

pected to prolong the debate no one can sy, Bub
certalnly it wiii prolong it

Delegates who will represent the secondary powers
at Bzn Franclseo have regarded the Dutch memorandum
aa & rallying point for their own dlssatisfaction with
the way In which power fs concentrated ln
Faur. One of the ambassadors, In sn woff-the-record
talls, put it this way:

“Wo think the Van Xleffens memorandwn went too
far. Nevertheless, we intend to stand behind it—to
a polnt, Not, let me say. to & peint that would pres
vent any sgreement at all being resched.”

That was before the seeret voling agreement hombs
shell was dropped. Today this same ambassador might
feel cven more strongly sbout the pawer tactics of the
Big Three.

" m}t:mlclmxmh by Btalin and Roose- I have Just been in France and 1 think I know
velt multiplies all the objectiona raised what the sscrel sgreement will mean there, They
against 1) e .

heniney the Dumbarton Qake proposal by the emaller o' qeopty offended at not having beon nsked to

16 seemed that they weto being sakied merely
to ratify tho declsions of .t ur who_would
contral, tho seetelty. councile They Js st Forch elgn
Misilster Elco Van Kleffens of the Duteh Govornment
in London ssld moro or less apenly in his memoran-
dum on” the' San Franclsco conference.

But with three votes each, Russa and the United
States could swing all decisions on drafting commit-
ters and’ on the’ &peclsl commisaions to bo created.
"I have falked. with sovera} diplomats from the smaller

-Duwcl‘n Whn expross {raxik diemsy =t this Iatest turn

of ‘aventa.

Bétore the dlsclosure of the socred vounx agree-
wient "at ¥alls, members of delegatlons from the sec-
ondary powars talkéd of a 'minimum of slx wacks at
8an Franclaco nnd & maximum of,clght weokn or fonger.
That would almost. certainly mpke tho conforenca cain<
clde with the end of erganised, reslatahoe o Ger-
mang., . RS
. What would happen then? Fm‘clgn strlater An-
thony Eden would have to go back to London.® b would
Bidault of France, Spask of Belglum, Van Kloffens of
Holland and el} the other chairmen of delegations.

participate In the . ilnel dsya of the Yalta Confers
cnce when the fate of Germany was discussed. Then,
supposedly, they were Informed of all the dectsions
taken at Yalta. Now, sccording to = dlapaich from

“Parls, Forclgn Minlster Rideult resds In the naws-
papers of the sccrel agrecment.

Ther fa stil anathsr ressan for postponsment, Kes-
sla hes annotnced that her Ambassader fo Washe
Torton, Adrl Gromyke, will hiead the Soviel delegar
tion rather than Forclgn Minister Molotov o one of

p men sround Stalin,

Thls whil aimost cortalnly make for furibor delay.
Whatever one may think of Gromsho's. copecitics 85 a
diplomat—and hls colleagues have high respest for
_hlm—ho_whit not be able to say yoo or no without cen-
oulting Moscow, s5d that takes ime,

. A perfectly good reason for postponement is write
ten dn the headlines that Jeap oub of every newspaper.
You cannot lay oub the framework of & sew worid atb
the exsct moment that the old cue {5 in final collapse,

Put (L off- untilinidsummer of even oarly Fall.
Fhen the problems. to be confronted: wil be much

wasn't uufﬁcienﬂy impressed with the honor "

Maglc For Peace

By Samuel Gra
NEW YORK

TH!: American people have built
up reslly furious athch-
ment to ths TFrancisco'
ference. It ll

stronger perhaps

except in- constis
tional terme, the
written clause on
the white shest. Wo love

It §s impossible, T think, for most
persons outaide America to under
stand the depth of our devotlon
to what might ba called the docu
mentary goluf Once we have
got it strnt(ht n our hcud! that
& problem cal ced  to

urm-wnung, Wo warm up to
it remrnh!y.
meanz g of.

ur hm enriched  ihe
world's understanding of how men

. can lve together on the basts of

formsl compacts. The opportunity
to do that sort of .job at Ssn
Fran i what has captured
the American imagination:

the part of peace-making we ke
the best, the little clauses and the
by-laws, for the writing of a con-
stitution i3 excliing to Amerlcans;
it touches dccp places In  the
American mind.

We have built eursclves up to a-

high

s the, Russians can under-
stand what s stunning blo' th:y
bave dealt to Ameﬂ
opinfon hy meeslny
through nklng of lul m!nu(a
;nﬂuo‘nl tlnd difficulties. Russia's

Assembly;
Russia's dmnd that the Lubdln
Government of Poland be seated;
the fealing that has been created
that thers are sccret agrecments;
=il this ceems to Americans to
be the opposlic of the splrit of
constitution-making.

If wo try, however, with cqual
sympathy, to look at the situation
from the Sovist point of view,
we may find mors reasons for the

The Fortress Alps

NE theory about the present
absence of strong German ree

istanca (n the west i3 that the
Wchrmucht 15 no longer capable
of strong reslstance, Another the-
ory is that what is left of the
‘Wehrmacht has been transferred
to the eastorn front, becauss tha
Germans  would rather bo cons
quered st the end by Amerfcan-
British - Canadian - French
than by the Armiea.
another theory being ndvanced fs
that the bulk of the Cerman are
mies haa removed to the Alpine
regions of southern Bavaris, weste
ern and southern Austria, and
northern Italy, to make thia area
the final defense bastion of Narle
dom.

Lesa than balf of the Alps are
in Switserlagd, The entiro Alpino
chaln extends from weat of the
Freach-Itallan  border,  through
northern IMaly na well as through

witseriand, through southern Ba-
varia, through western and south-
ern Austria almost to Vienna, and
also through north-weatern  Yugo-
slavia. With s lofal lemgth from
wesi to east of about 500 miles,
and an sverage depth from north
to south of peshaps 125 miles, the
entire Alpina ares of Europe cov-
ers a tolal area of some 30,600
aqusre mlies, exclualve of Hwitser-
land.

Whether all of lhln mountain
reglon could be held for any
length of time In a lul dltch ia-
natical Nazi defense fa  highly
doubtful, The defense linee would
¢ long, mnd many arcas would
have to be left undefended and
hence open to paratroop landinga.
The defenss task would be aimpler
if only the Alpins ares east of
Bwitserland  (about 35,000 square
miles) wers to be held, but then
the defenders would have abandon-

st industrial drea of
northwestern . Italy.

Post of the Alpine tingse run
csst aRd wesl Bo Q6. istest &f the

£ On tiy
divialons on.the . mum\ rmm hn

1917
ban to ma xmian BiE

Bovlct position than are at ﬂnt
wanis

ever thrown out of
snd -that by unanimous vote.

That event followed the long
years during which M, Litvinov,
Stood slone at Geneva and dev
nounced the aggressor, amidst &n
immense aifd total sllence. As the’.

only Communlst state, Russla 1
stil. to a certain degres, stand
mlone; alone in character and kind.
Since the way of exporting Coms
munism is barved, she tries to gain’

subdividing, Hke
amosba, “That ia ona ‘way of loang
particularity, without conquest.

t gy be somewhat lrregiiar
Bot we must remember, that
reas we aro {remendously in-
terested in legal forms, ma & means
fer minimising  conflict, Russian
polltical $heory is antl-formal, and
jooka upen many of the paiiical
forms of the west 25 metheda of
perpetuating injustice, Russia polits
to Poland and says that shews n
rather blg country, and cn} t to
be meated at San Franc
point to the fact that (he thlln
Government has not been mo(.
nized.  The clash i3 n deey
between our altachment to kn\uly.
and Russla's desire te bresk the
terrible lsolation that goca with
being the only ope of a species

The voting question is only one
small aspe¢t of the larger problem,
of making a synthesls of western
demoeracy and Soviet Communism,
of building one. Structure across
thess two foundations. It {3 not
going to be easy, and the voting
question must be viewed 85 the
first of the difficulties which will,
in series, present themseives.

‘We have ‘begun an_adventure in
understanding: but I don't ‘think
we understand that the Soviets
still fecl isolated, and I don’ think
the Soviets understand that west-
ern attachment to legal form is a
deep and sincere instinct, common
to all classes, We must keep these
roference points eternally fn mind;
it only when we forget them
that our

problems  seent
formless, and messy, and hopo
seems to.sink below the ground,

to -go

The total Alpine region contalns
about 50 maln passes, In geunersl
the passes aro free from show for
only about five or s&ix months of ¢
the year, the very highest ones
for only about three or four
months, Prior tp the Napalconic
‘Wars, military operations In the
Alps began in July.and ended by

November; after Napolean, the
Jower passea wero crossed
April  to December, the higher »

passea from May to November. At
all times of the year mititary op-
mmam were hindered by beavy
m

‘315 B, €. Hannibat tronnéd
ihe Alpy with a Carthaginian army
from -Gpain. Which pass be -used
is not known. Ho had 9,000 foet !
soldices, 12,000 cavalry, And ..
elephants, That passagze over the
Alps, which tho Romana did not
conlest, Look nine

French,  Revolutlonary
\Vn Tn, wrinles crossed Alpino ranges .
In all dircctlons. In Aay, 1809,
Napoleon toock an avmy into Taly
across the 8t BernardPass. And
the Alps did not prove an im-
passablo bartler In the latter wars
tetween Hallans and Austrlans.

In World War Y tho - Ialian
army could make lttle headway
along tho well fortifled B00-talle 6
Alpine frontier, I many places
10,000 fect and mora nhove seas
lovel, between Italy and Austrias
Mungary. After more than . two
yeara {operations wers ‘practically.
suspended  during . the .. Winter
months) the Italian forces hnd viok
pepetrated at all the frontier in'the
north (the Carnic Alps), wers:oniy.
8-35 miles beyond the .frontler 7in
the northwest (the . Sou 7o
and Dolomites),“the fiorthenat:{the
;);‘mn: Ailml) _and at-theiherd: of

o

e other hand:the Austrian
to hedi;e;u’nlome nmge rm EM .
waan - divisloniy: to arlvn 4 i

am «sr mo lnuer



