y AUSTIN
PARIS —

BEALMEAR

(AP) — American armies closed within 41

miles of Munich on the north and northwest today and
sent tanks thundeging down ¢he Danube Valley within eight
and one-half miles of Austria and 100 of a junction with
the Russians which would encircle Czechoslovakia.

Gen. George 8. Patton’s Third
Army was closest to Austria’ and
across the Danube at & polnt 41
miles north of Munich beyond
hopclcssly mllﬂankcﬂ and bypassed
Regenshi Lt. Gén. Alesander
M.. Pﬂlcha Seventh Aray threat-
ening Augeburg was the same dls-
tance -to the northwest.

Hitlers rulned roost at Berch-
tosgadén was barely 37 miles from
Third Army troops in the Danube
Velley, ‘The threa-srmy essaull
e

NEW YORE—{F)—The Mos-
cow radia sald ay "It 15 ve-
ported that the Amgrican Sev-
enth Army ia only 30 milea
from Munlch”  This would
place a spearhead some fifteen
miles beyond positions Iast ji-
dicated In fiodd dispatches from
that soctor.

upon the Masly’ Alpine vedoudt ia
the south was up lo or across the
Danube en & 16¢:smile fromt.

‘The Mth Armored Divislon of
the Third Army drove nine miles
farthsr southeastward, to the vi-
cinity of Furbolz, enly sight snd
a half miles from the Austrian
trontler,

German resistance, however, was
stiffentng, Plols saw  Cerman
troops , and machine mesalng at
Peosau onl the Auatrten border for
a supreme defense of that LLE
bian.Road centar.

The Third Army, lke the French
First and American Seventh, had
crossed the Danube on & wide
front.

STRIKE EAST

Some of Patton's divislona struck
east into Csechoslovakia copturing
Eger (Cheby, where Hitler made his
post-Munich tirade annexing the
Sudetenland  of  Csechoslovakls,
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Cheb, & city of 51,840 i5 the 15th
largest in Coechosh -

The Third Army
the border of that
@ 30-mfle fromt futting within 35
of Pilsen and ity
gkoda Bunittons Works,

The threatsned  snlrapment
Bohemia and Moravia—Izst uncen-
quared parts of Caech
might prove a greater blow

of

than

Ruhr and at Stalingesd. The ares

heavy tndustrics
HOADS CUT
AN rosds and rafls
Pilsen-Frague aren to the Havar-
tan redowdd. were cut eacept &
cireuttous route through Line, sad
the Thisd Ammy waa admncm
down the last 52 mlles %o
Austrian Zrontier city of mew
galiburg, castern rampart of the
Tedoubt was but 65 miles from
Third Army tanks which  were
curling around Munich widely to
the east and northeast.

‘The Seventh Anmy moved fouth
snd_southeast upon Munich along
s 60-mile front sgainst hardsned
German resistance. Lt. Gen. Alex-
ender M. Patch's troops  were
threstening to cwrl around that
third largsst Germen city from the
south 1n & plunge toward the Aus-
trian border.

The French First Army siashed
into German pockets in the Black
Forest, Sweblan Alps, around Ulm
and Stuttgart end Aalen, The Poll+
vz pushed along the Swiss-Rhine
frontler to aldshut, 21 miles
northwest of Zurlch.

AERMY DESTROYED

The French closed in on Munich
from the west after destroying the
German Nineteenth Army. Numer-
ous traps wore sifll being feduced,

Berchtesgaden, where Hitler's
chalet was hit' by six ton and
Iighter bombs yesterday, was indesd
threatened from all stdes. The Rus-
stans were reported beattng in' from
the east, some 80 miles away. The
Allles in Taly were closing across
the Po from the south. The Sev-
enth Army and the Prench were
moving down from the northwes!
and west, and the Third Ammy was

tn German hands.

from the

striking frontally from the nerth.
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By THE AHSOUIATED

Germany

Twa of Germenys most Impor-
(ant ports fell to the Aios today
Bremen and Stétun,

The Britah Socond Astay caps
tured Bremen, the Nezts blagest
cubmarine base and second ranks

. shen the opposition mide
aenly collapsed this afternoon. The
clty of Steitin, Marshel Stalin an-
mounced fn an order of tho day,
hos fallen to the Russlans.

Worthwest ' of Berlin, Russian
shells are felling near the Ameri-

can Ninth Army's positlons on thejta

@ River. ’I‘hlu

Qerman girls lmw Jotned the street
fighting.  And Ruzslan dispatehes
add that Naris (ﬂquhc(l a3 priea

and sehoot teachers are inflitrating
Lehind the Soviet lnes fn Berlin,

fraly

‘The
Italy

Fifth Army

northward
within 25 miles of the ity
Verenn. "And_Buropean broadeasts
gséert that Verons, and also the
industrial conter of Turin and the
great port of Genoa, have fallen
fnto Partisan_hands. If Verona ls
the Nazls In  northwesh
Ttaly “wil have only one hazavdous

amerlean n

clescape Touto left to the Austrian

two forces L'x imminen

Int south Germany, ihe American
Third Ammy {3 drawing closer to
tha Ausirian’ bow to bulle-
tin says the kith-Armored Division
gatned nins miles teday driving to

the vicinity of Furhoiz, oply elght ;

and ene-half miles from the pree
©war A\.mrmn frentier. Other Third
Army are within 41 milks
of Munic)\. while the Prench First
Arm§ captured the town of Wald-
Vald-Zay), 1re
Friedrichshafen,

31 miles

- Beslin ..
R artillery 13 pulvert
the hesrt of Berlin. sud
sterm  troaps wre sald
amashed to the Alexand:
center of the capitals D
iwlet,. Nast brosdeasts ol

border,
The Pacilie

ar agslnst Japen, up
-29's have bombed alre

Right alrdromes
on tho islands of
Shikeku. The Japs
od attscks on Oklnawa from

ajrflelts.

On  Oudnawa
troops  havi
outer defons:
ing i
‘mh\

Heole, * Amierican
cracked the enemy's
and aro now flght-
the sceondary line beforo

, the 3ith
d 16 miles
in the driva

Fhe Ameri-

cans sl have 57 miles to go.

British Take
Great Port

Of Bremen

City Capmred
By Second Army

PARIS ~— (AP} — The
British Second . Army cap-
tured Bremen-today, cleaving
all the great por cept the
dock area and Burger Tar
nmlh of the center of the

1) and

Towland (5
ons captured
ring Bre-

Brittah
Iron Thivd
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g
Gents,

wouncentent  of de fall
B

1 A
ale the doske And
sadned 10 be mcpeed

Bremen hea iwe of Germany’s
largeat shipyards which turned out
eversiting from great Muess to
midget submarines. A Fooks Wull
atrraft fectory, textfle mlls, gisin
and humber houses dotted the city,
which covered slxteen square miles,
It hiar been bombed repeatedly snd
was In ruing when 1 fell.

The 'city was bullt on profits
from trade with the United States.
1t was the leading import ceater
for American cotton and tobscco
and the leading port for German
lmmmmnh to the new world, More

then & third of its bilion dellar
export-import trade wes wilh the
United States. Wharfage oand
docks along the wide Weser es-
tuary totaled over clghteen milea,
It first became fmportant during
the reign of Chariemagne, and
onte was A part of France.
CLOSE TO ELBE

The British Second Army closed
up to the Elbe at nearly ail points
tn its cector southeastward from
Hamburg. The —Am: Ninth
Army end British controlied 300
miles of the west banl the
siver from Hamburg to Dessau ang
had mopped up nearly every by-
passed pocket behind the stream.
Canadlans reached Krltsum, sev-
en miles northeast of Emden. They
withdrew thelr two  bridgcheads
over the Maas River south of
Utrecht.

Sgimson Says
Nazi Power
Broken By
Allied Might

WABHINGTON-—(#) — Sacretary
of War Stimson declared today
that the might of Aflled forcea
during the past week hea “torn and
broken Germany's miiitary power
with » flat flaality.”

In his weekly war veview. Stim-
son summed wp the world milltary
altudtion In this menmer:

“First, the  entry of Russtan
troops Into the blasted rulns of
Berlin, the fmminent junctlon of
Amerlean _and Saviet forces, and
the push”of the Western Allies
agaipat the Germoen coastal lnnd
on the north and the Bavarian Alps

have torn and broken

military power with a fIat finality.
r beltls of the
pockets’ now gel wnderway, The
thrce mafn action areas are the
Berlin corrldor, the horth cos
coast, Incinding Bremen and Jam-
burg, with Denmark bebiud. them,
and the South Germen arch em-
bracing Munich and the ‘Tedoubt’
of the Ravarian and *Apstrian
AL ...

“That, the magnitude of Amer!
can- and British power Ge
many end the plight of the Releh
should be a dircel wArRing to Ja-
san of _what la coming to our
cnemy _{n tho Pacific.

“wiils 7o doubl there 13 hea
and perhana prolonged fightiug vet
to be, done in scetiona of Germany,
the disintegration of the Nazt miit-

oty

the war

Loty atabjiahmont pevaults 18 ta
dn more shout the nezt pheses
agatnt Japan.

Act As Yal;ks March

N itselt

Rise Up

The reports came as the Fifth
Army, plunging over the Lombard
Platn’ to less than 25 miles from
Verona $n the foothill approaches
to the Brenner Pass, threatencd to
cut off the last main exit f{rom
Northwestern itely
SOLINE REPOBTS
o 3allan, a station Identifying
heing opevated by petriots,
reparted that Benito Mustolini hed|
affered to surrender the city o the
Committes of

sland wnder s

Matfonal Libesation, |$
but flod withont carrying out thel®
o

¥
solint had|

Ttalian Patriots

In Cities

ROME — (AP) — Fifth Azmy troops captured
Verona, on the approaches to the Brenmner Pass, today.

ROME — (AP) — Radio broadeasts monitored in Rome
indicated today that Italian patriot forces were seizing con-
trol of all major cities in Northern Italy, with the German
and Italian Fascist garrvisons either fleeing or surrendering.

in disguise liad arrived st Gomo in
Ttaly on the Swiss bord:

(Another Teport sald cOma iteelf
waa in the hands of Partisans)

A Genoa station, describing ftself |,
a5 the “volee of the Commit
National  Liveration,” xumounoed
that the Nazl commandes there
surrendered to the patriots.
 Upeisings agalnel  the Fasclsts

reported at Tury snd the
i Lognano, No~
v other mnall-
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Reds Raise

Vote Issue
At Frisco

. First Business
Session Held

By JOHN M. HIGHTOWER
Assocnated Press D:plumahc

we Ed
© SAN FRANCISCO——(AP}
—Russia’s_bid for three So-

based on “sovereign equal-
ity” among nations " today
goss before the first business
seasion of the United Nations
Conference.

Word of this plan ended
of seme . United..8tates., dcl&sa;s;
that Rusela might not false
: |troublesoma  three-vole isa.
Foeslgs - Cominiaar: Molotay i<
(fiesd the chief “dolegates [of i the
£ other United Natiohs:beve, afte
or yesterday's flst meéttng.  that
tho proposal would b’ presen
o ihe avgrnialion -ession;of -the
obring  commb

Tha opadl ;Whmatm
prainten ;pond  Whits Russlan 80~

Riereby
aiaridy oMby ‘&(
of

Border

(NS

Swilzerland — (AP) — Marshal Petaln
s border station at 4:37 P. M. today to
await arrest by French officers on a chsarge of high {reason,

‘The Marshel =lighted from his
car following & journcy from Wes-
wen in emstern Switserland, and
welked with his wife Into the rail.
way statlon’s restaurant to teke
coffee while waiting.

The Ba-year-old marshal, his
wife and others of his party travel-
led in s four-car caravan led by
motercycle escort.

Members of his entourago mean-
while made publle = letter the
aged former Vichy chlef of state
wrote April b to Adolf Bitler an-
nouncing hiz declslon to return
voluntarlly to France.

The letter, which seems lkely
ta stand ns the theme of his forth-
coming defense, declared:

“1 am informed thet the French
authorities intend to place me on
trinl in absentla before the high
court of justice,

“Prellminary  discussions  begin
April 24, This information Imposed
an obligatlon which T consider ‘a8
\mperattve and I address myself
ta your excellency to ald me in
accﬂmp“xhlng my duty
It ‘ot Government
in X mo o Bordeme T o-
fused to leave France, As Chief
of State during the grave hours
which came again for my country,
I decided to remaln at my post
at_Vichy.

“The Relch Government com-
pelled me to Yoave April 20, 1044,
1t la not true I sought refuge onl
forelgn soll to evade my respon-
siblittlen, . . . It §n in Franco alone
I con cxplain my act end I am
the solo Judge of the risks that
attitude implles: 1 have then the
right to demand that your ex-
cellency glves me fmmedintely tbe
tacilltlcs.

“You_ will understand the de-
cislon T have taken to defend my
honor . . . and to protect by my
presence ol those who follawed
my lead, This la my sols purpose.
No argument c:\n make me re-
nounce this objee my  age
onc can fear ouly o thing; that

. oot to hmve porformed | come
pletely my dul

Clemency Will Bo

Asked For Mershal

PARIS—(M-—-Andre Momel, pro-
cuter of .the High Cowrt who Wil
proscofite Marshel Petsn on
chorges of treason, sald today “Fe-

i deserves_denth (or his poll-

+ but ‘he would ask clemency
for tho sged military leader,

Declaring that e fntended.to des
mond” the death pénalty at the
trtal, Mornet sadd that fn his swn-
mary before a jury, however. he
wonld ask for clemency on  the
giounds of humgnity. FPetain i 89
yenra old, -

“The paittics parsonttied by (i
man doserve the verdiot of death,
he told the Assoclated Pres
iaterviow, “But
verdlet, 1 think ho hes reached an

age where considerationa of lhu-
munity should prevedl”

Follow Up

lows

By HENRY B. JAMESON

LONDON—(®—Ttaly-bosed RAF
Liberators struck the German re-
doubt clty of Frelssing last night
in an explosive followup to the
historic bombardment of Hitler’s
Esgle Nest refuge and his chalet
near Berchtssgaden.

American and  British  sirmen
were jubllant over the o~ ~orii-
nated strike st Hitler's hideouts
yesterdny. The sumptuous chslet
tas destroyed by n direct hit from
8 six-ton bomb. Feavy, deep-pen-
ctrating ~explosives were _hurled
upon his Echlsteln Mountsin fort-
ress with unsnnounced results.

show  that

clally

Ground befora. exploding, burst Y
the arca of the Fuehrers chalet
and nearby barracks where 10,600
handpicked SS  bodyguards
een reported housed.

A London newspaper man who
flew in one of the lerd ships satd
the force of the explosions made
the planes shudder,

“Tho ground spewed Tocks, carih,
b and  even  Urees,
and thrown Hke straws tnto the
sky,” he wrate. “All the targel
aren was soon covered with smoke.
You could smell ft inside e
piane.”

The whole redoubt area bristled
with antfaireraft guns, fMers sadd.

s
had vw

upreoted |

E Wi Eegenioay
thea, :
GTHRE - REVELOUMENTS
Two  ether - o developtents
ushersd ihe! conferedce - late s
R tor delogalés  heard
s Trumen declare that
Tre wotlds fubuse 153 choics be-
tween chsos sod the

Slics should gt eaades- :
and

By RICHARD

LONDON — (AP) —
Second White Russian Army:

KASISCHEE

Marshial K. K. Rokosso

captured the port of 8

today as other Soviet forces battled in the ‘center
and, by German account, drove to within-14:1/2:mi
American Ninth Army positions on the west

viet votes in a world assembly Elbe.

The German High Command nm\ounced that a
wing west of Berlin’ had driven to Rathenow, .14 1/2
from American positions.

The advaice to Rathernow opt
factm-mg center-on’the Havel River, npx-em 1
ijle” gain  westwurd for the” Russian g
the “west txgl‘\e encm:lihz helt

widoned farther on

enforcement of peacs. They were:

on

Stettinius _snd  British _ Forelgn
Minister Eden on the big-three
deaglock over Poland. The wmply
apparently had not been commu-
picated 10 either Stettinius  er

powers agresd

Tittoe of delegates of cloven DA
tions aod - there was

city from ail
o!mcmtnlmmpwm
three jshelis,

23

e ears ‘of the  caplial, _whers
many high-ranking Natis still may

that these eleven msy form thl:

membership of the proposed or-

gaaisation’s all-powerful sgcuﬂ:y

councll. The cleven are the coun~

cii's five permanent members —

United States, Britain, Russla,

Chim\ rnd France—and six smaelle
naticns—Iran, Belgium,

smvm Cansda, Brasil

ico.

for the celegates of the four spon-
sorlng powers—the Unlted States,
China, Russia and Britain—at yes-
terday's gala opening in the cpers
house, after an sddress by Presi-
dent Truman and speeches of wel-
come by Governor Earl Waften
of Californis apd Mayer Roger
D, Laphsm of Sen Prancisco.
Truman, speaking by radio
sshinglon, tid the hushed
is In the Opera
have a cholee between
. the continuation of Intersa-
uvmx ctheos—or the establishment
= world orgenistion for the
Cntarcoment of  peace.
declared differences betwoen
nations would slweys remain and
4f held within reasonabie Ll
reoments Rre  eciually
whelesome
the  President
Giffere
nphk‘,n and moves coward a5 e
sed rhrough |

ess.”
¥

ouse: [{or manufscturer Ernest

Stettinius Xcked off the oTaior? iing homx

from Berlin's windows and over Der|perin of Hed

ruine"like & washday’—Tsss sald.
Major Penchalor, writing of Rus-
sians with scores to ssttle, ssid:
“Vas Il HNordjuk, s Um!.nl
from the Latvian dlstrict, was
en to Berlin for herd labot, Evrkcd
‘Blanker,
He escaped and entered the Red
Armay. He has killed six Germeds,
one an officer, cu the banks of the
Oder, i thizs heasnt setiled his
revenge. He wanta to find Brnest
lanker.”
Penchalov sald snother ttghber
was ta Berlin o “free his sist
another sought to revenxe
nis deed brother, carried to Berlin

B

~jwould accept

fram Voromesh: still another, whose
wife was killed by the Germans,
refused o §p to & first-ald post
[afier being  wounded, saying
wreatment after Ber-
had

i fallen

Imminent Junction Hinted

By WES GALLAGHER
ARNEBURG, Germany—#
—Red Army ghells now are fall-
ing occestonslly a mile or two
f the Hibe River in the
of Arnchurg, 48 miles
st of Berlin, where the
ta held by UL 8.
iy troops Awaithw &

3
aren
n

N ;
Juneture.
Red bursts of the Russian
shieliz are pard of & great drama
. of the war which can be seen
from the top of & BT hers ‘at
I\U\CU\XV'
“arlins  death  thio
speeding » tde of panlc-sty

en humanity fo the Eibo i

front of the Ruselans moving
westward, Except for ibe occas
sione} Soviet
no one knows Wi
15 gulet.
i LOOME
dlpatch sugests that
 union of Rusalan and Amesi-
ean forces northwest of Boriln
might be made Mmulianesusly
ar even befos <
tures in the Barby snd Dies-
deay avens southwest of the cap:
ftal. Just how many miles aw
the Ruselan artiliary might ba.
however, was probiematical)
The Amsricans Sioppes croes-
Hyer abelliog when Cermans

(1 " pune-

Shells From Soviet Guns Fall
Near 9th Army Elbe Positions

with white fags 1B
cor and bogged to bR

laken prisoner.
On U oppestie bank of e
e, aeross fiekls leading 0
woods, are long of men
wmc Tomen ag far 50 T con et
ro soldiars, oiellinns and

o

‘Sidney Carton’
Say Stoo;
Will Die In




