A News-Man’s Reaction

Bétiﬁe Reported
At “Tis Climax®

“:By RICHARD KASISCHEE:
LONDON — (AP).— Ger-
man_ broadcasts declared to-
day the battle for the eastern

proaches  to Berlin . had
“reached fts climax," with
Russians breaching defense
lines only 18 or 20 miles from
the capital, and that the So-
viets had launched a third of-
fensive south of Stettin aimed
at linking with the Allies on
the North German Plain.
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The enemy declared Glalln hsd
thrown in & third offensive on &
ssvenieen-mile Odar River front
soutl of Btettin; Intending to slice
in between that Baltic port and
Betlin, and foin the Weslern Alltea
north’ and weost of Berlin,  This
drive has assumed great dimen-
sions, the brosdessts sald,

BONEV ?§KVE

The Germans declared Marshal
Ivan Konev hed expanded his surge
meross, the Nelsse River southezst
of Berlin to 8 43-mile front, and
was nearing Cottbus, on the Spree
Rlver 48 miles from Berlin. Moa-
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4. Qen, George Patlon tank-
rldmg Infantryiren have invadod
Csechoslovakla with a plunge

o Sudetenland. An  American
Tmrd Army desh of alght miles
positions south of caplured
m\xan (Atho!) hss sucoceded In
bisecling Garmany. The Amorican
Ninth Army on the western® ap-
proaches to Barlin hos seleed all
of Magdeburg with the ald of
flame-throwlng tanks. Brittsh Tom-
miss on the notthern flank dre
sweeping toward the lower Kibe
against scaltered restslance. Birit
Rh tenks rolled forward on & 40-
mile front to within 18 miles of
Hemburg. and less than twelva of
. Herbwrg,

Russian Fmﬂ?

Berlin ssys the blilerest battla
of the wer 5 [n prospect on the
eqalsrn mpprosches to the Releh

¢ . coplte). Maml brosdcosts reveal
Ay hes erasked
German defense Hnes within sighe
teen milss of Barlta,
ftaly

Ths wajor . German base in
Northiern Italy, Bologne. ls ihe ob-
sot of hard-hiliing Folks o the

. Blghth Army who have driven to

wialn ten miles of ila borders,

Ths Brillsh radlo says heavy guns

slready are w\mng shells thto the
ologns rall shation,
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he wes very pleazant, and made en lostant hit @fth
volssang who have scen Mr, Boosevell in action In the Oval Room

for go leng. From the slart, when he stood to yesd the rules to tha B

one to the other aa

pregs, ha remainad on his fest. e turned from s

quastions srose, one hand en hip, very erect,
braghed off broad fmplications with sk)il.

He parrled quastions mn

B wes, In short, vory mueh his own map, and ‘Very much fn his
clomont, Mo wan faf moro Torceful JOMING, SOk OO, oF ham
Sxting hia Gosk with emphas, then e was In W matden speoch o

Cougrees. He found occmlun to pound on hiz desk, Incldentally, when
he was cxplaining that he weuwld attend to business there, where he
belonged,

Twice during the sesslon {here were outbursts of laughter, but thera
Ware no pausss in the routine. Men who have covered the White House
for many yoars sald that never in thelr memory had the doors opensd
en Ume before, and that never had so much ground been covered so
quickly. The Presldent was, 1 judge, the Truman of the Truman Com-
miites yesterday,

A WARH, BASY BELATIONEHIR

He stcered thingz the wey he wanted them o go, bul welcomed
all kinds of questions. There was no brusqueness in hils manner, but
all of us understood mat only buslness was in order. He catablished,
in his flrsi conference, warm and friendly relation with the press
wilch should be mest I‘elpiul to him. (Afterward, fn the lobby, there
was even Columnist George Dixon, the droll antl-New Dealer, spe
fulsomely of thae unity Whlch would now come in Government.)

When 5 8seret Service guard led our party of ouicasts Inte the
Toom there wes “mo only to flle by and shake hands with the new
Fresident, Ho hakes lito a Missourl farm boy; oven far down the lne
bis @rip hed not weakened,

His desk, which pmbﬂb'ly sitiacted the eyes of every regular cor-
respondent in the group, was almost elean, Just the bare easentials of
carvylng on esocutive business wers there: pann. penciln o fow pads of
papar: The accumulated treasurss of Mr, Roocscvelt were gone.

MBATCH FOR JOE AND WINBTON

Hiz fnce has a greater strengill than pholographs had hinted. Hla
thin mouth fa set straight In @ strong few, snd depe cresses tn hia
cheela become long dimples when hg sr". ~~&nd ho grina ofton. You
can belleve thet he fa the slmple. man of tha carly atorles, but you
can’t see him in sclion without senaing that he i & strong man, Dhynl«
cally fit and bofling with cnergy. T canuot belleve that he $a golig t
sit and allow advisers to0 run his adminiatration, or that ho will long
be, at & dlsadvantage In deallng with Winsten Churchiil snd Joseph
Stalln,

e JBnference, by might have been expected, did not roveal the
coutse his Adminlstration will take, but his performance was enaugh to
nsswre that he will-hold tho helm himsel. He has quickly hocomd
accustomed to the rigamarcle which must surround a Presklent, ap-
parsently, fuat 2 fow daya afer his firat exporicnco ot etng haperoned
by Secrel Bervice squads. hes fallen right in with them, and acts
3 {f Do dldn't know were there,

He's still “folks,” na we say at heme. You can’t miss that on sectng
per[n‘rn-—any more than you could in the ﬂtm‘y of hla Legging a

from his next ‘door nelghbor last Thursday mornlng, after an
xll zhghu \‘Lﬁll had caught his famlly wlthout food in tho house.

13 8l Al of speculstion as to what he will do v.llh

appointments, and the guesaiig hero is apparently as haphagard as
is in other parla of the country, At any rats, his golngs snd rml\lnnn
Wil not Lother Waahington so much any: more, . He moved from his
five-rcom Connocticul Avenue npsriment Monday into Bistr Houw,
£0d the alrens won't be whirring &t grucsoms hours of pight and mom-.
ing,.s5 he goos Lo and from work., Reporters who've seen him being ca-
wﬁ&d grandly through the stresis.soy thrt ha always has a gl look
2 hls fece, &5 i he'd much Tather do riding the busses, Mo, be \ised to,

LEAYES WAR T THE EXPERTS

Chances ot that the military situation will not confuss ti6s

aslgent. Mot only “has he determined. to leave our p
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Rail Yards
Near Hitler

ideout Hit

U. S. Bombers
Make Attacks

LONDDN — (AP) — U. S.
heavy bombera todsy batter-
ed railyards at Traunstein in
Southern Germany less than
25 miles from Hitler's moun-
tain stronghold at Berehtes-
gaden,
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and Within & miles of Berdlss.
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Dies On Ie Jima
Ernie Pyle Kﬂled
By Japanese Fire

By LEIF ERICESON =~ -
GUAM — (AP) — Ernis Pyle, the GI's columnis!
killed todsy by Jspanese machine gun nmhuah on Ie
a 10-square mile island just west of Okina
Fleet Admiral Chester W, Nime

its" beadquarlers satd Pyle was
Killed natantly By

i

& surprise m:
chine gun. atteck ot 10005 A, 3.
on the southern side of the® lsl-
and, while obesrving the advance
of Tenth Army toops who had
mvaded the lslend Monday, -

Pyle when it  wss stending
with » regimentel commending
officar of hesdquarters

when a Japansss maching g
opened fire,

The cemmandieg generl ‘6f the
Yo Jime lnvasion troops -eificlaliy.
voporiad ‘Pyles desttiiny felbel
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Yanks Win Alr War

heavy bombers ratded slrlie!(is in
outhern Gormany and Weatern
Cuechioalovakis in snother rulnous
blow at the dlminishing Germen
Alr Force,

During the nlght, Berln was
pounded’ by the Iirst co-ovdinatad
double blow from Britlsh and Rus-

sian bembegs. Other night-flying
planes hammered Nasl escape
ways Into Crechoalovalia and atr-
fields in Southern Germa

It was the third Siraiz
of hunting by U. 8. fighter ﬂ&eta
writing off the German Afr Force.
Hundreds n! German planes still
were  Jamuns on alrfields, most
unab!e to [LY for lack of fual.

recapitulation showed that!
Allled pilots destroyed ot least.
453 Qerman planes  yesterday,

2,280 Jap Planes
Shot At

By AL DOPEING

GUAM — (AP) ~ More than 2,280 Japsaese planes—

a sizeahle chunk of the Nipponese air force-—wera destroyed
by American and British carrier planes and anti- raft
guaners in the last menth in support of the Okinawa invasion.
This staggeriog toll was sn-
nounced by Admiral Chester W.
Nimitz todsy Emid increasing n-

bringlng to nearly 3,000 the total
imocked out In cleven daya,

German Story
Report Stalin
Says War To
End April 25

LONDON—(@)—A German radio
reposter quoted Ruslen prisoners
today 83 taylng that on order of
the “day by Marshel Stalln resd
to them at tha start of the new
Eastern Front offenaive sald the

n falling to the Red Army,

No order of the day brosdeast
from Moscow haa tentloned o spo-
cific date for the collapsa af Gere

many and much a forecast would
Bic contraty to Stalln’s provious po-
Helea.

Tn the months prior to the in-
vaslon  of MNormandy Corman
propagandists severel Umes brosd-
cast announcements  that  Alted |

Stiacia on e Ang
armada off Okinawa heavily drainsd
the enemy's cupply of plames and
pllut,s

e planes were kmocked oft of
encmy ar

and alse in U, 8. end Britlsh car~
rier rafds on the Ryukyus sod the
Japancss main bslands.
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wdered.,
The
captured the southern
of the oty including its
Rrupp Works, Rth Division

past lis  thirteenth cemu.ry

MACA H
Pllos from Viee Adm. Mare A.lCut of more s 7590 efviiians trom
Mitscher's Fast Casrler Force chotjthe obes gay, aliractive Sweamer
dovn the greatost number--1,600.{espital of the Fhfiippices
Kond-based  atreraft, ontl-afroralt s o the nokthwast oate
guns and plenes fylig from spcort from the center
cartlers socounted for 600, British

F . _Goughboys of
carrier planes covering the south- 3s). Gen. Percy W. Chw 3
ern flank wiped out 50, Thlrty-Third Divishon encountered

Dostn_ctk)n of the Japsness Alr|hesvy fire from suas dominating

Force thus averaged % planes :
dsy from Merch 16 through April
17 (yesterday).

This toll does not fnclude planes
shot down by Buperfortresses or
by escorilng Mustangs from Iwo
Jima. Tn one recent Tokye rald,
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Sea

otalt  works were !0@ hd\y
=mashed up. The whele olty was.
& great ruin.
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Stinking, Filihy Herror

landlngas would be sttempted at
speelfie perlods and exulted when
each of thess pessed withioul in-
eident.

Navy Rocke? Plones

Attack Kuriles Cape
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Havy Gearch planes  attacked| BRITISH SECOND ARMY " camp three Py 5
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