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Stalin Oa‘der
Announces
Assault By
Konev Army

: Advance Of 25
Miles Made

LONDON — (AP) — Mar-
shal Stalin  announced the
start of a new Soviet offen-
sive by Marshal Konev's First
T southeast of
sia tonight and

rainian Arm;
Breslau in Siles:
said a German force south-
east of Oppeln had been syr-
rounded and the Czech-Ger-
man border city of Neustadt
captured.

The stalin order sald Konev’
army advanced 25 miles and cap-

tured seven towns mnd 400 other

places on a 30 m\\(‘ front near the
- Crechostovak  bor

Neustadt is 55 milles south-
wewt of Breslaw and but three
miles from  the Czrchosovak
border. Cosel. Stelnaw, Zuelz,
Krappite,  Oder-Glogau  and
Falkenberg were other towna
Hsted as helng captured. The
towna are both northwest and
southrast of Neustadi,

At Neurtadt twa Soviet columns
Unked up, encireling »  German
gronp In which 15,000 Germans and
464 guna were captured. the order
sald.

LIKE A SCYTHE

The offensive was & the form
of @ reythe sweeping across the pre
madning part of Germn Sfirsin
and reveilng the industrial Ares
from the rest of Germans,

The Germans have been teliing
for several days of a new Russinn
sttack (n that area.

Konev's offensive dovetalled with
% thunderous assanlt at the narth-
ern end of the fre where the
Germans =aid 25 Soviet dl\\(&mk
and four tank corps wer ttar
Ing Stettin, the key to x‘ﬂ ther
Gesmany.

In Hungary the
Marshal Frodar Tolbu
newed o breakthor

a 50-mile front in an effart o beat
w
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Yank Aerial
Blows Speed
Pacific War

Japanese Fleet
Tactically Lost
By MORRIE LANDSBERG

U

BEADQUARTERS, Guam —
(AP)Y — Devastating  success
of the United States’ acrial
attacks on the Japanese home
islands portends non-stop
blows against the empire and
a speedup of the entire Pa-
cific war, )

Both the Arme's Superfortr
andt the posertul bt avays vul-
task force  have
st potnts of

with bombz, bullets s
ol each time eme
uied vietors,

nerable  carrd
probeid the

W oas the  Japunnese

setecly

Eive ingondlary vaids sgaind

siok Nogoya  and
. made in clase wequence
the potratial
Huperforty’  theeat

Btead of  diminkhing
E wan fown by
3! nothe wear
g rapge P-5% Mustangs,
Battte te’n( 3 i Bavene

B!

v
the buge Totbere Tt e et
time on 1alds over Iapan.

16 Japan

se nuval lewders hoped
fiert out of the wret
conid B of

Philtppine
urst, This onee b 4
power wan blasted by the starting
. 5, Navy earrler an Jue
pan’s Inland Sea Monday
JAPS CRIPFLED

Radio sflence today still blank-
eted movements of the Fifth Fleet
bevond  its  iwo-day  atiack on
Kyushu and Inland Sca ports,
but even a prelminary accounting
by Adm. Raymond A. Spruance,
its commonder. revealed sufficient

et
navy a
Pactfie.

ate remnval af  the  cnemy
a major threat {n the

Chester W. Nimitz -yesterday that
Nis report of fifteen to seventeen

5 dering forny was an incomplete
sessment that fndieated still more
enemy warships may be smoking
in thetr homeland ports,

Yet even hefore this hunting
down of Japancse maval units,
the cnemy  didn't have suf-
ficlent_faith in his sea forcea
to chalienge the Tnited States'
invasian of two Jima, 750 milea
fram Tokya. Not a sin-

+ gle hostile ship approached the
American  invasion convoy or
the istand dleelf,  Adr attacks
were frw,

that Jupan would save her
of the mmnl.md
1 onee in the hole ot
peace conference,

apanese  adira
founded.  They browght st pre
teally thelr entire servicenble e
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s Hghting 168 palles inntde

Shimbu Line Falls;
ié%mmf Japs Slain

(AP)—Virtually all o';:anncd J'sp'm =

kx\t mco “his Been crushed on
Central Phlhpmms»bhn(s
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Luzon has collapsed,

domnge to Jabanese wapships to
h the spreading afr war. 3
ol bombers caught o six-ship en-

e
Sprunnce Informed Fleet Adm. |,

Nipponese . warships  damaged  on
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was cn\(urrd Tuesday with_its

but not before the vn(‘m}
stroyed 10 per conf of it by fire
elcctrically-controlied
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were  cone

a0 mhorlive mitempt to prevent
enptire of Leyvte Idand no the
5 Jast’ October, . Twenty-
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German Civilians In Panice
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B statement in- e e
German  Commt-
feen i the Soslet enpital urging
the Rubr minera ta protect their
mnes from attempts ot destrue-

night x\m_\ centiored froct,
T N

crushed all but disorganized

Only remnants remained

in Prussian military lore,

J|Drive In Nort
Saar-Palatinate Defeat’Expectea To
Cost Nazis Over 100,000 Men

By JAMES M. LONG
P»\RXS — (AP) — The Third and Seventh Armiex

Rhine foday while Allied bombers smashed by the hundreds
north of the Ruhr, where the enemy said the Allies: had
massed enormous, smoke-shrouded strength for an
nent new crossing of the River.

The U. S. Seventh Army sped
many positions captured by the Third and forming numer.

German pockets west of .thi

to be cleaned up in the Ger-

man chemical capital of Ludwigshafen, enveloped by the
Third Army. A stiff fight for Mainz flared into its third
day. The Germans in the Palatinate and Saarland - had
lost probably well over 100,000 men—88:335 in- prisoners
alone—and two whole armies in one of the greatest debacles

28 miles north, passing:

ous lincups with the Third'
Army.
Just north of the closing battle
of the Palalinate, the
pushed ta the Sieg River at points

thirteen of ‘s large industrial cen-

east of Cologne.

in depth, They shoulde

miles of Coblenz.
GERMANS \EI“OUS
Nerveus German and

«\Airmen Sear

twelve miles from the Rubr and

ters at Mulhelm and Gladbach,

Army troops setsed nine
miies of th Sleg’s southern bank
and expanded thelr brideghead to
29 miles In length-and nine. miles

&
Germans eoum\\nrd to within 71-2

Ruhr Area

LOVDON—UP»—The ity o&
Alijed alr might - was sumed
rectly oa n

into the Ruhr today as uoc

airfields near the front.

the tsolating blows of Allied planes
focused attentlon in the tank coun-
try of the German plains north
of the Ruhr and the great indus-
tial basin itself, marked for con-
uest by Gen. Elsenhower. The
Wesphalian flatlands leads to Ber-
lins north door.

“Three Allied Armies are
poised_along 63 miles of the
lower Rhine from DusSeldor! to
Arnhem and are ready to join
any moment now in the gen-
eral offensive,” Berlin said.

in the bridgehead

great offens

xm ay
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These were the Canadian- First,
the British Second, the American

by enemy  account
~eomsiderable parts of the Amer-)
Army” also fighting
the Ruhr and east of

Blistering  merial  attacks
ihe pattern, which prel-
> siv

o

centered by Mucnster
lazing and continuous
and incendiaries
nster circle east of
Rhine cor-

1‘10 Third Army mopp‘:d

i advances 0(

taking n crack at German targets,

Fourteen waves of Fortresses and.
Liverators were protected by W00
Mustangs in the attacks on cemps.
and air bases in the Ruhr.
Mustangs also patrolled the Iky
for other widespread sir operac
tlons ranging from the North Ssl
to Austria.

“The tactical alr commands thux‘
were asie to throw  thelr
welght into the merciless bomb nnd
rocket offensive Which Gen. Elsel=
hower had warned was coming.

WEATHER. GOOD

The weather again favered m
alrmen, and so many hundreds of
atreraft were flashing In all difecs
tions over the Reich that thel
Nazi radio - finally S trying.
to follow them its  wmrning:
service.
Ametican bombers from Brds
fain in bombing llrﬂelds sonth
Stuttzart and OIS
probably passed s\-wr heavies
from Italy which DNE said ate
tacked from over the Algs.
| troops camps attacked were
within a 60-mile arc_of the Re< .
magen bridgehead. They woro lo lo
cated . at’ Bottrop. oxadwé ‘
Dors

Muclheim, Hmsbcck. Uttattingen and
Gefreshelm, :
The airfields attacked were - ab
Kitzengen,  Glebelstadt,  between
Frankfurt and Nuetnberg, Rhelns
Main, Schwabisch-Hall, . northesst:

of Stuttgart, and Ahthorn, southe
scest of Bremen. Most of them werd
jet plane bases.
BERLIN RAIDED
Mosquitos m\mmere(ll Berlin fog

the 30th consecut!

Tactleal alr forces ne- over -
2500 sortles by 1 P M. with
medism and HZht bombers cone
centrating their whole mernlng
anslaught agalost 10 road snd
rall bottlentcks in the network

See ATRMEN SFAR en page ®
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mounted 82 Tow trap neavéd
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Mainz entersd, other citleg:
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